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| Reader, 


Heſe Sermons, Preiched divers years 
ince by the Godly and Reverend An- 
thor, who ts now with the Lord, rea- 

' . ping the frutt of his Holy Labonrs , 


which ao fil follow him ; having by the care and 


pains of 4 Chriſtian Brother, been preſerved, and 
aow browght to Liaht by the good Hand of Provi- 


dence, for thy good and benefit, as ſome other of _. 3 


his works former ly publiſhed *; which 
(if they have come to thy hand) may * * Oftthe 
EI" heh bs # ods Lhe. woman of Ca- 
ave been through the Loras bleſſing © nam: And of 
Be pleaſed therefore to tinderſtand, bo Re 
that they were preached and deliver: air Way OY 
ed by that Eminent Servant of God, 


Mr. Timothy Armitage, ſometimes Paſtor of the 


Courchof Chriſt gathered at Norwich ; 4s may 
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eafily appear unto thre ff thou haſt been acquaint- v 


£4 widh any of his Laboars in Print ) by that grati- 
ous Spirit which breaths and runs through all the 
Veins,and almoſt everyLine of the ſame. Tis need- 
leſs to hang out before theſe Ser mons aBuſh,to com- 
mend the ſame to thy peruſal;do but taſte alittle, 
and if thou haſt 4 ſavoury palate, thou wilt be rea- 
dy to ſy as the Samaritanes to the Woman, that 
exticed thenrto go to ſee and hearChriſt ſpeak, Joh. 
4.42. Now webelieve noc 
"Firſt, The emmencyof þecauſe of thy ſaying, for 
Chriſt, from Car?. 2.3. 09 
Secondly, About For- We have heard him our 
giving one another, from {elyes, The Subjetts here- 


i kicaly Watking with 7 handled we doubt not but 


God, ONS. 5.24 thouwilt find to be very mo- 
Fourthly, Gain: by ry TP q 

Chriſt in lifeand deat, 72477995", and ver) ſperutts 

from Phil. rt. 21. ally treated of : we ſhall 


not need to add any more 18 
this kind, but commending them, and thy per- 
uſal of them, to the Grace and Bleſſing of Teſs 
Chriſt, in whom we ſhall deſire to remain 


Thy Well-willers, 


Thomas A len, 


gamuel Petto, 
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GAN 1. v% 3. 


As the Apple-tree among the Trees of the Wood 

\ ſous my Beloved amon# the Sons 3 I ſat dow; 

unaer His Shaaow with orcat delight, and Hi. 
Fruit was ſweet to my Taſte. 


ILSS the Apple-tree among the Trees of the 
We Wood, ſo is my Beloved aniong the Sons, 

Ka xc. Here are two things conſiderable 
Ks inthe Words , viz. the Matter, and the 
' -Formofthem : For the Form, it is a Si- 
- militude;z the Matter in it is the Perſon, and a Thing : 
The Perſon 1s Chriſt, the Thing to which this Perſon 1s 
reſembled, and that is an eApple-tree ; it's tirled by its 
plantation ; Among the Trees of the Wood ; Then 
we have the Application of this Similitude ; in 
thar word, So #4 my Beloved among” the Sons, 
A 3 Here 


2 Chriſt compargg jo an Apple-Tree. 


Here is alſo anJlſtration,af this fimilitude in two par- 
ticulags, which diſcovers wherein Chrift is reſembled to 
the Apple-tree : Firſt, For the ſhadow of it; 1 ſat under 
hu ſhadow with great delight. And then, 
| Secondly, for the' Fruit of it; His Fruit was ſweet 

tomy Taſte, Tbere is ſomething obſervable held forth 
In the dependance that theſe words have upon the for- 
mer : If you look into the ſecond verſe, eAs the Lily a- 


mong the Thorns, ſo 1 my Belaved among the Daugh- 


7ers, Inthat verſe Chriſt ſers forth the' excellency of 
his Spouſe, declaring the high eſtimation he hath of her ; 
She 15 a Lily among the Thoxns, ſous my Love among the 
Daughters.By how muchibeLily is to be prefer'd tefore 
the Thorns and Thiftles, ſo much 1s the Spoyſe before 
all other Children,before all o:her Men,betore all other 
Congregations, Now fee how the Spouſe doth 


admire Chriſt, As the Apple-tree among the Trees of 


the Wood, ſo is my Beloved among the Sons ; and how 
the Love of Chriſt doth beget Love ; what Improve- 
ment a gracious Heart makes of the manifeſtation of 
Chriſts Love; He declared that he loved her, he loved 
her dearly above all the World; and preſently ſhe 
breaths love again, There was a Fire of Love, that was 
kindled in her boſome, which flamed rowards Chritt ; 
the- more love Chriſt manifeſted, the more a gracious 
Heart loves 'Chriſt again : You know the Woman 1n 
the Goſpel, what abundance of love the «cxpreſt to 
Chriſt, ſhe ſat at Chriſts Feer weeping, and waſhing 
Chriſts Feet with her Tears, and wiping them with the 
Hair of her Head , ſhe bad much forgiven, many 
manifeſtations of Love, in the forgiving her ma- 
ny ſins; and therefore ſhe loved much, But a- 
eain obſerve, the Spouſe doth nor reſt 1n that Com- 
mendation that Chriſt had given her; he had highly 


commended her as a Lily among Thorns: But ſhe om 
the 
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Chriſt compared to an Apple-tree. ' 


the commendation back again to bim;what ever ſhe hath 
from Chriſt, ſhe carries back again to Chrift, ' ſhe'l 
make him the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the End of all, and therefore ſhe preſently falls up- 
on admiration, admiring his Beauty and Excellency. 
A gracious Heart is more taken with that which 1s in 
Chriſt, than with that which he gives our to it : It doth 


not reſt in Grace that is received,or in Love that is ma- 


nifeſted, but it goes back again to Chriſt, pitches upon 
Chriſt in whom are all Divine perfeRions: She doth not 
repeat the words of Chriſt again,as ifChrift had ſaid, My 
Love is a Lily among the Thorns ; ſhe doth not ſay,Oh, 
now I ama Lily,I am more beloyed than all the World: 
ſhe looks from that preſently, ſhe looks to Chriſt, 
how ſhall ſhe make him glorious, The Lord Jeſus, he 
had ſer a Crown, or at leaſt a Garland upon her Head, 
and ſhe ſpeedily pur off her Garland, and ſet.it upon 
Chrifts Head, ſhe thinks it fic that all ſhould be ſwal- 
lowed up in the Glory of Chriſt. Let bim be lifted up 
and magnified, let his Name and Excellency and Good-" 
neſs be magnified and remembred, thoygh T be forgot- 
ten for ever. Oh that you would be more practical, 
turn this into praQice,make it praQical,do as the Spouſe 
did here , let all the manifeſtations of Love kindle love 
in your Hearts to Chrift, and look not ſo much what is 
Siyen to you, as what islaid up in Chriſt for you ; Look 
ypon Chrift, and carry it to him, as he js the Alpha, 1g 

let nim be the Qmega, carry it all back to him again. 
But let us look more ftriftly upon the words, As the 
Apple-tree among the Trees of the Wood, ſo 1 my Belo- 
wed among the Sons, 
The words are clear enough, only it would be known 
what is meant by So7, Ss ts my Beloved among the Sons. 
It may be either the Sons of God, or the Sons of 
Men ; The Sons of God, ſo the Angels, and ſo the 
A 4 Satats 
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4 Chriſt compared to an Apple-tree. 

Saints arecalled by Fob1.9.Now there was a daywhen the 
Sons of God came to preſent themſelvgs before the Lord 
The Angels are his Sons, he uſeth them like Sons, and 
they ſerye him like Sons. And ſo believers are called 
the Sons of God, Now we are Sons, but it doth 
riot appear what we ſhall be, faith the Apoſtle, If. we 
takeit in this ſenſe, ill it 'S true of Chriſt, that be is 
the chief among the S075, among all theſe Sons of God; 
he is far above the Angels; he is made the Head of 
Principalities and Powers, chey are all winiftring Spi- 
- Tits unto him. 
_ Bit we may rather underſtand it at the Sons of Megs,. 
becauſe he ſpeaks of ſuch Sons as are Trees of the 
Foreſt, Trees of the Wood : As the Apple-tree a- 
mong the Trees of the Waod, ſo is. my Beloved among 
the Sons, Among all the Sons of men Chriſt,is the 
chief that ever liv'd, that ever was planted i in the Foreſt 
of the World, God the Father hath given him the 
preheminence, 'be bath given him a Name above every. 
Name, He is the Prince of the Kings of the Earth: He 
is more excellent than the chiefeſt of the Sons of Men. 
Take the beſt of Men which may be, andihey. are; held. 
forth by the names of Sas. Daughter in Scripture 
phraſe 'is a name of Weakneſs : Danghter of Sion, 
Daughter of Zeruſalem ; God would ſhew what poor 
weak.Creatures his people are without him ; ie 15,2 
name of ftrength,and honour,and dignity; Among all che 
Sons of all the Honourable Men inthe World,among all 
the Princes and Potentates in the World, Jeſus Chriſt 
he is che moſt deſirable, he is more excellent than they: 
He's more excellent chan the talleſt Cedars, than the 
greateſt Oaks in the Wood; As the| Apple-tree a- 


mongſt the Trees of the Waod: Here ſeems to be a double 
Compariſon. 


Firſ 


iprure 
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Chriſt 
1 they': 
1an the 
tree a- 


double 


Firkt 


chrif compared 047 Apple-tree." 


Firſt of all, the Sons of men are compared to the } 
Trees of the Wood.” Yn. 

And then Secondly, The Son of God is compared 10" | 
the Apple-rree aa thoſe Trees, in in the midit of thole | 
Trees.. b. 
Firſt, The Sons of men are compared to the Trees 'Y 
of the Wood: Trees of the Foreſt : And this holds forth : 
the ſtate and condition of men by Nawre ; ; Every man 4 
by nature 15a wild Tree, heis not in Gods Garden, bur 
is caſt out into the open Field, it's a Tree of the Fo- 3 
reſt, not a Tree of the Orchard. We ſpeak of 
the corrupted natureof man, what man is ſince the 
fall of Adam:For whenGod made him at firſt, he plati= E--- 
ed him in Paradiſe, -and he was the chicfeſt Tree” the: rey I: 5 
brought forth moſt excellent and delightful' fruit t on- *- 
to:God; but-youknow how Adam degenerated, he tu mis 4 *S 
ed a wild Tree, and brought forth ſowre Fruit; and 3 
thetefore God pluckr him up by the Roots; __ 
threw him out of Paradiſe , ſo that he and all-his poz 
ſterity afrer him were for ever after Trees of the | 
Wood, and:Trees of theForeſt ; he brings forth! ny- | 
thing but wild Fruir, till ſuch time as the Lord'is Pleas 
ſed to. take poor creatures and- ingraft them again, py 
on Jeſus Chriſt, who 1s the Roo? of Feſſe, that they may! 
bring forth betrer fruit unto him, 1 0 

Now I ſhall ſhew wherein this compariſon bd, 
Every man by Nature is a wild Tree, a Tree of 
"_ a Treeof the Foreſt. 

Firſt of all, He either brings forth no #ryj] 
elſe he brings forth ſowre fruit ;' he is an ij af 
creature; Iſrael & an empty Vine, God comp 
And ſoit's true of every man by Nature, he is an on 
pty Vine ; he isan unfruitful Tree ; if he brings fo 
any fruit, It's wild fruit, it's ſowre fruit ; as is (poked 
pf in Deat,. 32. 32; which doth well reſemble the*i 
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G Chriſt compared to ax Apple tree. 


dition of all men by Nature. Their Vine is aVine of 
Sodom, they are of the field of Gomorrha. Here's the 
fruic that every mans Nature brings forth , It's a Vine 
_ of Sodom, and a field of Gomorrha ſowre fruit, and 
bitter fruit,  andcurſed fruir. This is the fruit that man 
by Nature brings forth. 

2. Again, Secondly, The Trees of the Wood or Fo- 
reſt, ſo long as they remain there, they are unprofita- 
ble ; they are not of thatuſe which the Trees of the Or- 
chard, or the Trees of the Garden are, they are nor 
only uſeful for their fruic, bur they are a great 
Ornament io a mans ground g r houſe; and they are 
alfo a defence to a mans boaſe,: A Tree nigh at home, 
at the houſe ſide keeps off many a Blaſt, and many a 
Storm; and ſuch are the Trees that are of Chriſts plant- 
ing : Oh they are a Beauty, they are an Ornament. 
The Godly man is an Ornament to the place where 
be grows; The Godly man is a defence to the place 
where he grows; he keeps off many a ftorm and 
Judgement from the place where he lives ; 2nd others 
fare the better for his ſake, But now the Trees of the 
Wood, they are altogether unuſeful, they ſerye for 
nothing bur co ſhelter rhe Serpents, and to ſhelter the. 
wild Beafts, and this is the condition of every natural 
man. Oh what Serpents, and what wild Beaſts, what 
baſe luſts,and what hideousMonfſeters are ſheltered in the 
begrr of 2 Natural man, that is a ſtranger to Chriſt d 
{3+ Again, Thirdly, The Trees that are inthe Wood 
oft Foreſt, chey grow in Wilderneſſes, and have none 
| Yokaf afier them; there's none prane chem, there? 's none 

dge them; they lye open to all dangers, to the 
Horns and to the Teeth of the wild Beaſts, that will 
afily knock off all their Budds and Springs, break and 
eat off their bark, and keepihem from growing, and the 
like ; And ruly this is the condition of every Natural 
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man ; he is as a Tree in the Foreſt, as a Tree in the 
Wilderneſs , there is none to look after bim, there 
Is none t0 prune him, and to take away unfruitful 
branches, that he may bring forth fruit to God, God 
doth not look after the Trees inthe toreſt : It's true, 
Chriſt is the Fathers Husbandman, and he doth cut off 
unfruitfulBranches;he cuts off unfruitfulTrees that bring 
forth untimely fruir. But he doth this to ſuch as are in bis, 
Garden,to ſuch as are in his Chriſt. Thus theFather takes 
a ſpecial careof his. The Lord m. kes a round hedge abour 
his people; he'l keep all hurtful chings from them. See 
whar is ſaid to Fob : The Devil contefſes the goodneſs of 
Gcd unto his people in this reſpect, Fob 1.10. Haſs not 
thou made a hedge about him, and about his houſe,and a- 
bout all that be hath on every ſide * It's a moſt ceriain 
truth, chat God hath made a hedge about his people, a 
hedge about him, a hedge abour bis perſon, a bedge 
abour his houſe , "that i is, a hedge about his family, a 
hedge about his Friends and Relations, a hedge abour 
his people. There is a three-fold hedge that God 
makes about his, har are of his planting : But now it's 
not ſo of the Trees in the Foreſt, of the Trees in the 
Wilderneſs, there's.no bedge made abqut them, they 
lie opento a thouſand dangers; they lie open to the furi- 
ous aſſaults of Star, and to the prevalency of all Tem» 
ptations, lie open to dangers from all the Creatures, 
there's no hedge about them : God hath. not made a 
League with the Beaſts in the Field for them. Here is 
the miſery of a man out of Chriſt, it is ſet forih by aTree 
that is in theWilderneſs,a Tree that grows in theWood; 
And therefore a word of Application to this particular. 
Uſe. Beloved, This lets us ſee the neceſſity of being 
planted into Chriſt by faith, We are all of the wild 
Olive, and the wild Vine , and therefore there is a ne- 
ceſliy, that eycry man ſhould ſeek after his tranſplant- 


ing 
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ing into Chriſt. Oh that the Lord would make you wil- 
ling tobe pluckt | up by the Roots | You that are out of 
Chriſt, be willing to be pluckr up by the.Roots, that yoy 
may be planted into Chriſt, | There is ſome rooting 
thar- every 'naturzl man hath: which he is loth co be 
pluckt from : One man is rooted into'the World, and 
another is rooted in his lufts, and another is rooted in 
himſelf, in his. own righteouſneſs, in his own works, 
in his 'own ſtrength, in his own _ performances. Oh 
thar the Lord would make you willing to be pluckt up 
from all that Root, that in which you have any thin 
beſtdes Chrift : Here is the great difficulty, to bring off 
the wills of men.” Men cry out many times, Oh it is a 
hard matter, Oh it's an impoſſible thing, that ever 
they ſhould be pluckt up from ſuch Rooting :' That 
they have ſuch luſts, Trees which are of rwenty, 
thirty, forty years growth ; and'all that time rooting 
deeper and deeper : Is it poſſible that ſuch ſhould be 
Plocked up by the Roots, and planted intro Chriſt? 
'My Bregſtren, it's poſſible if men were willing to be 
; plate 650 4 e Lord would ſoon accompliſh ir. You 
know 'what Chrift ſaid to his Dilfiples ; thar if they 
bad Faith us a' grain of f Muſtard-ſeel, they ſhould' fay 
to this (dar, bt removed into the Sea, and it ſhould 
be ſv. Why , the Lord can make” poor Creatures 
to do that which is impoſſible for ſenſe and reaſon to 
think may be done : : Ol}. what is it that the, Lord can'c 
do'} There isno' Oake, there is no Cedar, ſo ſtrong 
atid ſotall, and ſo dreply rooted, but the Lord can (ay, 
Bethou itemoved, be chou plucked up by the Roots : : 
There is no! Tree barren, there is no Soul grows in 
ſuch barren 'Soyl, but the Lord' can ſay, Be thoy 
phicked-up, and' be thou rooted in that fruitful Soyl, 
-Oh'that the Lord would make the hearts of men wil- 
ing to be pluckt up by the Roots, from that rooting 
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whichtbey bave in fin, or which they have: in' them- 
ſelves, that ſo they may be plantedin a better ſoyl, and 
rooted in the Lord Jeſus, Do but remember this, 
that you may ſee what a neceſlicy there is that every 
man ſhould ſeek after their planting in Chriſt, Why, 
ſo long as you are out of Chriſt, you are wild Trees, 
ſo long as you are out of Chriſt, you bring forth no 
fruit; you bring forth no good fruit, Our Saviour 
makes it an impoſlible thing, in e Mat. 7. 17. Even 
ſo every good Tree bringeth forth good fruit, but a 
corrupt Tree bringeth forth evil fruit : It's impoſſi- 
| ble that ever the fruit ſhould be good fo long as the 
Treeisevil., Now ſo long as a Man is out-of Chriſt, 
he is an evil Tree, he is a wild Tree, a Tree of the 
Wood, a Tree of the Foreſt, not a Tree of the Gar- 
den. Ohthat men would be made good, thar their 
Trees might bring forch good fruit; Truly it's in vain 
to teach men to bring forth good fruit, until ſuch 
time as the Tree be made good. If the Tree were 
made good,and ingrafred into Chrift,it's impoſſible that 
that good Tree ſhould bring forth evil iruit,» Oh 
know you that have Intereſt in Chrift, that all the 
fruit that you bring forth our of Chriſt is loſt, 1 ſay, 
Men and Women, they loſe all their fruit ; It's ſuch 
® as the Lord can't accept of, ſuch as the Lord doth nor 
7 delight in. The Lord could not endure that fruit 
Z that 7/rae! brought forth, in the firft of 1ſaiah, 
& they were a bxrden to him, their fruit he was weary 
= of, they and all the fruit that they brought forth to 
3 God were caft out; What a pitiful thing is it. that 
a man ſhould loſe all his fruit, all his Labovr, and all 
his pains> Yea truly, ill a man be in Chrift- all is 
loft. You know the young man in the Goſpel, that 
came to Chrift, he had a great deal of good Moral 
iruir, he had kepe al the Commatiaments, he = 
_ rom 
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10 chriſt compared fo a7 Apple i free: 
from his youth, and yet all that fruit was loſt, it ws 


nate, hew them down and make them fewel for un- | 
guecichable Fire: Oh now ſee then how it concerns | 


thered and fell off before it was ripe, it rotted and 
periſhed, ir was never gathered by Chriſt, his Soul 
did never eat «of it, .it was nodclight to him ; And 
why? becauſe chough the Tree had x great deal of ſcem- 
ing good fruic. on it, yet it was an evil Tree, it was a 
wild Tree: 

Nay, Let men conſider further; Whit 6 fvtfyl word 


was ſp hen againſt ſuch wild Trees, as bring forth no 1 


fruit Gd .oe ſuch fruit as 1s ſowre,as his Soul can have 


' No pleaſure nor delight inj it was a dreadful Word 


ſpoken by Daniel, which was ſpoken concerning the 


great Tree ; fee Dan. 4.14. Hew down the Tree, and 


cat off the Branches, and ſcatter the Leaves, and. the 


fruit. Why, this was ſpoken of the mighty Tree; 


which reached up to Heaven,” a Tree that did fill the 
whole Earth with ics outward Glory : and yer of this 
very Tree, God ſaid, Hew it down; and it was hewn | 
down. Oh that men would remember, there 1s no | 
outward priviledge, that can exempt a man frotn the 
ftroak of the Lord. He can breath upon the talleſt 
Cedars, and the greateſt Oaks; if the Lord blow upon 
them, they ſhall wither as the Gtafs in the Field : Now ; 
is the Ax laid to the root of the Tree, faith Fohnthe Bap- Þ 
tiſt, in Mat.3 10. Therefore every Tree which rringeth 3 
20t ' forth wg fruit, # hewn down and caſt into the 
Fire. Now that the Goſpel is preached, 'now that j 
Chriſt himſelf is come to offer terms of peace unto | 
him, now that God from Heaven hath tedlared bis * 


willingneſs to pluck men out of the curſed Soyl of Na- iff 


ture, and to iwplanr them into his Son . now, / now, | 
if men ſubmit not unto Chriſt, if they continue obſti- | 


every an to ſcek to be implanted imo Chtift, It's} 
not | 
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fot a leaning upon Chriſt that will ſerve mens turns, 
but there muft be a planting into Chrift, a rooting in 
Chriſt : the Apricock doth lean upon the wall , bur 
it's not rooted into the wall, it hath not its life from 
the wall, but it's rooted 'n the Ground. And fo ma- 
ny a Poor creature may pr2tend, he 1s leaning upon 
Chriſt, and in the mean time he is rooted in the World, 
in his filthineſs, in his baſe luſts and corruptions, this 
man is not rooted into Chriſt : So much to that firſt 
Similitude. Thus you ſee that the Sons of men are 
compared to the Trees in the Wood, to the Trees 
in the Foreſt z eAs the Apple-tree among the 
Trees of the Wood, ſo ws my Beloved among the 
Sons, | 
The Son of God (TI (hall ſpeak but a Word to 
that ) he is compared unto the Apple-tree in the midſt 
of the Trees inthe Wood, or of the Foreſt. 

But why is the Son of God ſet forth here by the 
Apple-treed There are many Trees that are of more 
worth than the Apple-tree ; why not the Cedar ? and 
why not the Oak? Why ſet forth here by the Apple- 


tree? 


Firſt of all, Chrift is ſet forth by the Apple-tree for 
the fruitfulneſs of this Tree, It's a fruit-bearing Tree z 


| tt brings forth abundance of uſeful fruit ; and there- 
| fore Chrift is uſually ſet forth by this Tree rather than 


others. It's a very fit Simile to ſer forth Chriſt by the 
Apple-tree z Chriſt was a fruic-bearing Tree, Oh 
what abundance of pleaſant delightful fruit did Jeſus 


3 Chrift bring forth! Such as did rejoyce the Soul of 


Gad his Father, and of men and Angels. He was 
fruitful all his days ; he continually brought ' forth 
fruit, all the time of his being upon Earth, all che time 
that he was planicd by the Father, in the Nurſery here 
im this world, He was fruicful even upon his firſt 
Eon planting 
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A {212 "Cbriff | compared to an Applestree, 
© planting kere, he made 'it his meatand his drink to do 


< Aa oy oY 


2 5was bearing ſome.fruit, The fruit thar Chrift bare when 
E- 'bewas upon Earth, it (hall laft to Eternity , It's thar 
- -wWhich the Saints ſhall feed upon ' for ever and ever, 
© The fruic that (he Appleztree bears; it's both an Or- 
-*, narnenit fo it ſelf, and it's exceeding beautiful, and bene- 
FF. -ficial unto others ; and therefore til] fic is it ro ſer forth 
. -this Simile,for it's a fruit-beating Tree,a beautiful ſight,a 
& deliphiful fight: Th: Lord Jeſus he was laden with fruit, 
every Branch and every Boogh full of frait, It's ſaid, 
\ We ſaw bu Glory as the Glory of the only begotten Son, 
Full of Grace and truth. So. Chriſt he is full of 
: Graceand Truth , and this is the Glory of the only be- 
Botten Son, being full of Grace and full ofTruth. And 
'then he 'is of benefir to others, The fruit of this Tree 
is exceeding beneficial ro'others; - How many are fed, 
and nouriſhed and refreſhed by the fruit of che Apple- 
tree? It's a Tree that man could not ſpafe of all the 
\ Trees thar God hath planted. -The fruit this Tree 
-brings forth, - it ſerves' both for Meat and Drink ; it 
will both ſatisfie the Appetite, and quench the thirft 
alſo, which miny other fruics will nor do. Thus fill 
this holds forth Chrift, who is compleat nourifhment 
to his people, be #s meat indeed, and the 15 drink in- 
deed , he ſatisfies rhe hungry Soul with good things, 
be quenches the thirſt of the poor, ' dry and parched 
Soul. There is a drink that is made of Apples, which'is 
very uſeful ( we know ) for the quenching of thirſt, 
for the allaying of heat : Such 'is that reffeſhment 
that Chriſt gives out unto his people , he is content 
& _ that his very heart blood fhould be ſqueezed out, 
W. that ſo his peopte might drink. of ir, that they 
E*” might be refreſhed, cooled and' revived,'thar all rhe 
& heat of his Fathers wrath might be allayed 1n =_—_ 
_ er ca 's 
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& [the will of his: Father. He was never well but when he 


chrift compared tour Apple: tree.” 14 


This is the will of Chriſt, this is a Similitude that 
Chriſt is held forth by, like unto an epple-Tree, 

2. Then Secondly, For the ſhadew that this Tree 
caſts, that alſo 1s held forthin the Text, I ſat under his 
ſhadow with great delight; and hy fruit was ſweet to 
my taſte, There are ſome Trees chat bear fruit, bur 
caſt no great ſhadow; other Trees caſt a ſhadow, 
that bear no fruit that is deſirable. Ay, but both theſe 
meet in Chriſt, he is as the Apple-tree that 
brings forth fruit, and alſo caſts. a - comfortable 
ſhadow. This makes the fruit more deſightful, when 
a man can ſtand under the ſhadow and gather the fruir 
of the. Tree ; it makes the fryit exceeding pleaſant to 
him, he is not ſcorched with the Sun whilſt he gathers 
jr. Oh there is a ſweet ſhadow, 4 ſweer comfortable 
and refreſhing ſhadow, which the Lord Jeſus doth 
caſt over ' his. people, whilſt they pluck that fruit , 
and eat of that fruit which grows upon him. Bur 
then, 

- 3, Again, Thirdly, His fruit is commended for the 
Smell of it, in Cant. 7, $8. Now alſo thy Breaſts ſhall be 
as a cluſter of the ine and the ſmell of thy Noſe like 
eApples. That 1s, that very breath that comes from 
thee, all thy breathihgs they are ſweet and comforta- | 
ble, they have a ſweet ſayour in them ; thy breathings 
after God and Chriſt they are full of Grace ; and they 
are, ful] of holineſs, The Smell it's like the ſmell of 
eApples: There are ſome Apples that are of a very 
fragrant ſmell, as your Pomecitrons and others, and 
ſome have though them' to be the Apples here meant 
in the Text; and this doth well ſer forth the Lord Je- 
ſus, for that ſweet and fragrant ſmell that he ſends 
forth, Oh what a ſweet ſavour was he unto ,God! 
And what a ſweet favour is he unto man! It's ſaid, 


he oo Doonfelf 4 a ane” of a ſweet ſmelling Juvour 


unto 
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#nto' God: He carried his ſacrifice as his fruit, andirt 
was a {weet ſmelling ſavour unto God. And ſo Chriſt 
is a (weet ſmelling ſavour unto man alſo; where there 
is any thing of Chriſt ina Creature, it makes that Crea- 
ture ſweet; where there is anything of Chriſt in an 
Ordinance, it makes that Ordinance ſmell ſweet , where 
there is any thing of Chriſt in a duty,it makes that duty 
ſmell (weet. Becauſe of the ſweet favour of thine Oynt- 
ment , it's therefore the. Virgins follow thee. It's 
Chriſt that makes the' Goſpel of a ſweet favour ; 
Chriſt in a perſon, or Chriſt in an Ordinance, or 
Chriſt in any condition makes that thing ſweet. 

4. And again, Fourthly, This Tree it's a Common 
Tree, and therefore Chriſt would- rather be reſembled 
by this Tree than by any. othiers, which are not ſo com- 
mon, and are not fo uſeful, There is almoſt no part 
in the World but hath ſome kind of Apple trees. It's 
a fruit more common than many others, that even the 
pooreſt may eat of it. And therefore the Lord Jeſus 


he may be reſembled by this Tree, co hold forth, that 


he is a common ſaviour, that he is free for all poor 
Creatures to-come unto, he is the Apple-tree in'all pants 
of the World, that men in al] places might come mm 
and feed upon him and be ſatisfied. And therefore he is 
ſaid to be A Fountain ſet open,in Zech.13. A Fountain 
ſet open , it ſhall not be ſealed up, but a- Fountain ſer 
open. The Goſpel renders Chriſt freely 3 and in that 
reſpec is Chrift compared to A fountain ſet open. He 
is alſo compared here to an Apple-tree for the com- 
monneſs as well as for the uſefulneſs of that fruir, that 
none might plead Ignorance,. that they might not plead 
_ exeuſe, that none might ſay he was ſuch a: fruit as none 
could buy, that they could not come at. No, Chriſt 
would be Teſembled unto; that which is common, -that 
| he might; be held forth freely unto poor loſt liners 
_ under the Gofpel. 5-And 
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5.And 


Chriſt compared to an Apple-tree, 15 
And 'then fifthly and laſtly, He 1s ſex forth by, 
the Apple-tree for the variety of fruits which it. does 
bring forth, and do grow upon this Tree. There ts 
no Tree that brings forth ſuch yarz:zty of fruit. How 
many forts, ſeveral kinds of Apples? they are almoſt 
innumerable, And Iruly in this reſpe& Chriſt is the 
Apple-tree, becauſe . of thoſe innumerable precious 
Gitts and Graces which do grow upon him. The 
tulneſs of the Spirit was poured out upon him, .it made 
him to bring forth fruits of all kinds, He is "the only 
begotten Son of God full of Grace and Truth ; There 
can. be no excellency, nor no perfection named , 
which is not to be found in the Son of God, they of 
do concenter and meet in him.- I ſhall fay no Ben 
at this time, bur leave the Metaphor unto your 
conſideration ; 3 think of it. The Lord Jeſus was 
pleaſed to be reſembled ro an Apple-tree, Ard 
what great condeſcenſion of . Love is this., that he 
ſhould ſtoop down ſo low to ſet forth himſelf 
that we might 
know what goodlineſs and ſweetneſs are in him : A- 
bundance of the love .of Chriſt is held forth in 
this, that, he ſhould chooſe to be ſer forth by 
ſuch a Tree as this 1s, by the Apple-tree , you 
ſee the. Lord Jeſus . Chriſt would rather chooſe 
2 Fruitful Tree, than a Great Tree, than a 
Strong Tree , he. having ſuch a delight in being 
Uſeful, 1n being Serviceable, in Bringing. forth 
Fruit unto-bis. Father ; Fruit hat ſhould be for the 
Sood of the Sons of men, And therefore _let | us 
look to. Chriſt, and labour, to imitate Chrift., 
the Lord he delights in a fruitful Tree, rather 
than in a Tall Tree, or in a Strong , Tree ; "Wl 
the Greateſt Commendation that can ;be., : to. 


be Fruitful , and Serviceable , to bring forth Frujt 
B 2 ro 
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to God and our Generation; Chriſt choſe this , 
and let us chooſe it too ; and let us look to God 
who is the Husband-man, who makes all his Trees 
fo be fruitiul Trees in his due time. So much for 
this time. | 


{ % _ 
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CANT. 2-3 


As the Avple-tree among the Trees of the wood, 
fo is my Beloved among thie Sons: I [at down 
under Hu Shadow with great delight, and Hu 
Fruit was ſweet to my Taſte. 


Have made entrance the laſt day : Here 1s a 

double compariſon, the Sons of men are com- 

pared to the Trees of the Wood ; The Son of 

a God is compared to the eApple-tree among 
thoſe Trees, 

I ſhall add a fifth particular wherein the reſem- 
blance holds. 

5. Chriſt here is ſet forth as the Apple-tree:It ſeems 
to relate to the fruit of thatTree that Man did eat in Pa- 
radiſe, which in all probability was a kind of Apples: And 
herein we call to mind how man loſt his happineſs, | 

- where ir was that min undid himſelf, how ſn came in- | 
to the World by eating of the forbidden fruit; as alſo | 
ir holds forth that Chriſt hath raken away that Cal 

all 
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all the bitterneſs and wrath for his people, which was 
the fruit of Adams tranſgreſſion, There was man undone 
at firſt, under the Apple-iree, there he loft himſelf, 
and God, and Happineſs ; And therefore Chrift will 
be an Apple-tree as ſhall bring forth better Fruir, the 
Fruits of Peace, Joy, Life and Salvation for his peo- 


ple : See what is ſaid, Cant.8.5. Who us this that cometh 


up from the Wilderneſs leaning upon her Beloved ? I 
raiſed thee up under the Apple-tree : There thy Mother 
brought thee forth, there ſhe brought forth that bare 
thee. Some make it to be the words of the Spouſe to 
Chrift, I raiſed thee up under the Apple-tree , She 
looks up to Chriſt, and faith, Lord / took, hold of thy 
Boughs, Itook hold of thy Covenant, I took hold of 
thy Promiſe by Faith and Prayer, there I raiſed thee 
up: Heroſe up to be a help and deliverer of his peo- 
ple. Bur others make them to be the Words of Chrift ; 
Chriſt ſpeaks unto his Spouſe, Vnder the Apple-tree 
there T raiſed thee up. It ſhould ſeem to have a reference 
to the Tree which was the Occaſion of Mans fall. 
Thou loft thy ſelf under the Apple-tree, there was 
thy fall, there did the Devil thruſt down Man, Adam, 
and all his poſterity. Well ſays Chriſt, 1'le be an 
Apple-tree, and under this Apple-tree i'le raiſe thee 
up again : under this Apple-tree thou ſhalt be com- 
forted, thou ſhalt be ſaved, ile raiſe thee up again. 
The Lord Jeſus he came to undo the works of Saran, 
becauſe Satan had undone the Works of his Father, 
and ſpoiled the whole creation with fin; and there- 
fore thus will Chrift be avenged of him : Chriſt will 
be ſuch an Apple-tree, that will bring forth that fruit 
which ſhall be the deftruRion of Satar ; the deftruRion 
of Deach and Hell, which were brought into the World 
by the diſobedience of Mar under the Tree, So then 
lay this may be held forth, : 

—— 3 1. Firſt, 


os; Chriſt comparea to an Apple-tree, 


1. Firſt, That the Lord would have his people re- 
member what they loſt in Adam by their diſobedience, 
and thenthe Lord would have them remember the Lord 
Jeſus, -he hath raken away all that curſe, and all that 
wrath which was the deſert of mans diſobedience, fo 
that it ſhall not be poured upon believers. And lo much 
for the compariſon betwixt Chriſt' and the Apple-tree. 

2; Ir's ſaid further, That he is as che Apple-tree 


among the Trees of the Wood. \ The next work «hen is- 


ro cnquire after that compariſon , Why is Chriſt ſaid 
ro be-the Apple-tree among the Trees of the Wood ? 
Why not amoag the 'Trecs of the Garden? There 1s 
much in this compariſon ; receive it win Arteption, 
uy ſhall be but ſhort in ihis work. © ' 
Firſt of all, 'It holds forth, That the "0 Teſas 
_ the ſatme Nuvre thu we have, he became man ; he 
rock upon him the Nzture. of man. It's true, he Was 
not a wild Tree, but he was a Tree as well as the reſt 
of the Trees in the W ood; he was of the ſame Subſtance 
'with ther ; he had the ſame Body, the ſame Bark, tbe 
ſame Rind, the ſame out-ſide,that other Trees had. he was 
in all things made like unto us,we read inFZb.2. 14 17. 
For as witchthiz a tbe Chillltt#: are partakers of Fleſh 
and Blood, he alſo him ſelf liks wiſe took part of the | lame: 
that through acath' he might deſtroy him that bad the 
power of death, that 1, the Devil; wherefore 1 in all 
things, it Lars him to be made like unto his Brethren, 
that he might be a werciful and faithful high Prieſt in 
things pertaining to God, to mak? reconciliation for the 
fins of the People, &c. It was needful that he ſhould be 
made partaker of Fleſh and Blood, there wasa Neceſſi- 
ty of it, For firſt of all, 
- 1, The Lord Jeſus was that ſtock or that root, upon 
which God the Father had determined to graft all the 
Sons and 5 ak ol men, that he hid appointed to be 
| FS BRFESF IFN SES H BUN ISI AE Trees 
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Trees ofRighteouſneſc in hisParadiſe, I ſay all that were 
to be made Trees of Righteouſneſs, were to be engrafted 
into that ſtock, and therefore there was a neceſlity thar 
the ſtock ſhould be like untothe Cyons, it wasneceflary 
that the branch and the root ſhould be of one nature, 
| Again, The Lord Jeſus was to fill all his Branches 
with Life and Spirit, the Sap and Juice muſt run. from 
the root to the Branches, and therefore it was neceſ]a- 
ry they ſhould be Homogeneal, of one Nature:, that 
they ſhould.be incorporated, and made one,. that fo 
Chriſt ' might fill 'our Nature , that humane Nature 
which he took into the ſecond perſon, with all the fal- 
neſs of God, and from that, and through that, fill all 
his Members, That's the Firſt, That Chriſt is compa- 
red to an Apple-tree among theTrees of theWood. 

2. But again Secondly, This compariſon does 
hold forth the unſpotted Nature, and that holineſs 
which was in Jeſus Chrift; Ir holds it forth in the 
excellency of it: He was an Apple-tree among the 
Trees of the Wood: He was not a wild Tree as they 
were, though he grew amongſt the wild Trees ; 
though he grew in the World, yet he did not partake 
of the ſin of the World , there was no corruption in 
bim, he brought forth no wild fruit : And herein is 
the excellency of Chriſt held forth, To ſee an Apple- 
tree, a {ſweet Apple in the midſt of an Orchard, is no 
Sreat wonder ; but to find an Apple-tree laden with 
goodly and pleaſant fruit, where there is nothing but a 
Wood and a Foreſt, and wild Trees, and Bryars, and 
Thorns, and Brambles round about, this is a wonder , 
and even thus was the Lord Jeſus, the Trees round 
about him were wild Trees; they are all gone out of 
the way (it's ſpoken of the wild Trees ) and become 
altogether unprofitable, there 1s none that doth gaod 
0 not one, This is the natural Eſtate of all men 
: B 4 and 
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andahar Chriſt ſhould be planted in the midſt of theſe, 
and yet be an Apple-tree, and bring forth ſweet W 
bleſſcd fruit, this was his great commendation , and the 
Spouſe does here admire him for it. Before he 
was admiring the Spouſe, as 4 Lily among Thorns, 
the tender Lily amons the Thorns , and here the Spouſe 
doth admire that the Lord Jeſus ſhould be a green 
Apple-tree among the Trees of the Wood : That none 
of the corruption of mans Nature ſhould cleave. 
unto him,..that he ſhould bring forth nothing bur plea- 
ſan fruit ; be was the Lamb of God withour (pot, "ng 
there was no guile. found in bis mow-h : Here is the 
great Commendation of Chriſt, till a pleaſant 
Apple-tree, thopgh in the midſt of the Trees of the 
Wood. 

3. Again, Thirdly, The compariſon holds forth the 
High and Honourable eſteem that the Spouſe had of 
Chriſt, As the Apple-tree amongſt the Trees of the Wood, 
as the Apple. tree is to be preferred before the Trees of 
the Wood, ſo is my Beloved to be preferred' before 
all the Sons of men: He had preferred the Spouſe as 
much as the Lily is to be preterred before the Thorns ; 
And here ſhe returns his love back again, ſaith ſhe, 
He 1s to be preferred before the Sons of men; as the 
Apple-tree is to be preferred before and beyond the 
Trees of the Wood. What faith the Apofile in Phz/. 

3. ſpeaking of all things in compariſon of Chriſt zo be 
i Duns and Droſs : Teaverily, ſaith he, I count aff 
things bat Drojſs and Dung in compariſon of Chriſt ; 
how precious is Chritt to a gracious foul | all is bur 
Droſs and Dung in compariſon of him ; ro you that be- 
lieve, (laith the Apoſtle Peter ) he is preciouy ; YOu 
that have taſted of the comforts of this Tree, you't 
ſay, Oh Lord, give me evermore to eat of this Tree : 
That's a third particular wheretathe compariſon holds. 

4+. Fourthly, © 
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4.. Fourthly, It holds forth that mean and low Efti- 
mation that the men in the world have of Chriſt, 
They look upon bim. as a Common tree ; he is a- 
mong the trees in the wood, and he 1sof no better 
account than the trees of the wood, Cant. 5. 9. what 
1s thy beloved (ſay they) more than anothers beloved 2 
They could nor believe, that there ſhould be any 
thing of worth more in Chrift than was in other per- 
ſons and other things; what #s thy beloved? they 
could nut believe that he was any more than another 
tree, becauſe he grew among them; and truly it's 
becauſe men know not the worth of Chriſt and have 
no Eſteem of him ; they havenor taſted and ſeen how 
good and gracious the Lord is, and therefore they - 
have no high account of the precious fruit that growes 
on this tree. The carnal heart cloſeth wich the world 
and cloſeth with his lufts ; they are his Dal:labs , his 
Beloved : and when he looks upon a child of God , 
ſees a gracious heart go lamenting after Chrift, an- 
other that hath found Chriſt rejoyces in him, and 
ſolaceth himſelf in the fruit of this tree ; Why, this 
is the wonder unto a carnal heart, why ? Whar's thy 
Beloved more than my Beloved? what do you find 
more in Chriſt, than I find in the world, than I find 
in my luſts? Oh it's a dreadful deceir of a mans 
heart. Can a man gather grapes of thorns, and figs 
of thiſiles ? Is it poſltble that the wild tree can bring 
forth as good fruit as the Apple-tree? No, it's the ijgno- 
rance of men that they know not Chriſt; that Chrift 
15not precious to them, But again, 

5. Fifthly, This compariſon holds forth the great 
ſufferings of Chriſt ; he 1s ſaid to be the Apple-tree jn 
the foreſt, or in the wood; becauſe of the ſufferings 
char Chrift was expoſed to whgn he was on earth. 
You know the trees in the foreſt, they ly open to the 
mmm S.orms, 
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Storms,there's no fence about them, they lye open to the 
teech and: horns ofthe wild beafts , and thus did Chrift 
ſuffer when he was upon earth : he laid open to moſt 
grievous Storms , to blow upon him : the very wrath 
of God his Father went over his head; it blew ex- 
ceeding ſore upon him, that ir even brake his tree to 
pieces. It pleaſed the Father to bruiſe him, Iſaiah 53. 

10, It pleaſed the father to bruiſe him and to put him to 
grief; yea it pleaſed the father to break him in pieces. 

Moreover he met with a world of ſufferings from men: 

Oh how was he perſecuted from firſt to lift ? How 
many Pſalms are therein which David doth complain 

m the perſon of Chriſt > He complains of the wild 
ducts in the foreſt , the Dogs, the Lyons, the Uni- 
corns, and the wild Buls of Baſhan incompaſſed him 
round about, P/alm 22. 20, 21. Deliver my ſoul from 
the ſword : my darling from the power of the dog. Save 
me from the Lyons mouth : for thou haſt heara me 
from. the horns of the unicorns. And. in divers other 
P/alms which he made of Chriſt, and in divers 0- 
ther reſpets, Chrift is compared tO a tree , a tree 
of the foreſt, Again, 

6. oixthly, He is:a tree 1n hls. an PR OL 
inthe foreſt, for that unexpeted comfart and relief that 
the Lord Jeſus doth afford for poor ſouls : unexpetted 
comfort and relief; when a man hath been travelling 
all the day long in a foreſt or wood, hungry and dry 
and thirſty, he cafts his eye upon a well laden' Apple- 
rree full of goodly fruit, Oh how welcome is it, and 
fo much the more welcome. becauſe he did not ex- 
pet to find ſuch a tree there ; and ſo it is with poor 
creatures : how many are there wandering up and 
down inthe world, hungry andrhirſty and ready to faint, 
then doth Chriſt ſep in ſeafonably , then doth Chriſt 
preſent bimſelf unto poor fouls as an Apple-tree me 
Wit 
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with delighful fruit; he ſayes, Poor ſoul, thou ſhalt not 


famiſh, I will not ſuffer thee to famiſh ; come take and 


eat of my fruitzand lerthy ſoul for ever be farisfied in me. 
Now the unexpzRedneſs of the mercy dothheightenthe 
mercy. | had thought 1 ſhould never have ſeen thy face, 
lays Jacob to Foſeph, and now God hath ſhewed it to 
me. Surely. Hagar was mightily taken with that fountain 
or well that was ſhewen to her in the wilderneſs, when ſhe 
was ready to periſh, when ſhe had given over her 
child for loſt, and there was no water to give, then 
for the well tobe ſhewen her, ſurely this was a very 
welcome thing to her : and ſo when the ſoul 1s ready 
to faint, how ofren doth Chriſt preſent himſelf, as a 
well in the wilderneſs, and as an Apple-tree1n the midſt 
of the wood or foreſt , and how pleaſant and comſor- 
table is that ? But again, bp 

7. Seventhly, In the next piace, He 1s ſaid tobe 
an Apple-tree among the Trees of the wood, becauſe of 
the freeneſs of Chriſt ; it holds forth much of the free- 
neſs of Chriſt in beſtowing of himſeif upon poor crea- 
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that's free for every man, for every man to take of, 
and eat of : If an Apple-tree be in a garden or an 

Orchard, a man may ſee it a great way oft, and can't 
taſte of' it, he may deſire it, and his ſtomach may be 
for ir, but he deſpairs of it, becauſe it's none of his : 
bur an Apple-tree ina wood, that's free for all, for all 
that paſs by z there's none excluded , but he that wants 
may go and take and ear of the ſruir of it. Ir holds 
forth much of the fruit of Chriſts love, he is not only 
an Apple-tree in the wood, but he is an Apple-tree 
in the foreſt: and therefore thoſe tenders of grace 
that are held forth, !ſazah 55. 1, 2, 3- Sce there what . 
invitation is made; Ho every one that thirſteth come 
ye to the watcrs, and he that hath no money ;- come 
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ye, buy and eat, yea, come buy wine and milk without 
money , and without price, &c, yea though a man 
has no money, yer he may come and drink of this 
water , and eat of the fruit of this Tree. That's a 
ſeventh particular. 
8. Eightly, But again, inthe Eighth place, Chrift 
1s ſaid ro be a Tree among the Trees of the wood, 
Becauſe there are very tew that go forth to ſeek Chriſt, 
and few there are that find him, and feed upon him 
by faith. An Apple-tree that isin the midſt of the fo- 
reſt, how few are there that feed on that Tree ? It may | 
be God by a ſpecial providence direQs a poor, wea- 
ry , hungry traveller , a weary man to that Tree 
but how few are there that go to ſeek it 1 Men thar 
have an Orchard at home, will hardly go to the wood. 
Men that haye Orchards of their own, Trees grow- 
ing at home, they will not go abroad : they which 
were invited to the feaſt, you know they would nor 
come, they had enough, they had no need of Chriſt 
| 2s they thought ; and therefore they would take no 
pains, The Lord by his ſpecial grace muſt dire& 
the poor ſoul tro Chrift, or elſe it's impoilible they 
ſhould come to him ; indeed men - will not come to 
Chriſt; ye will not come to me, ſayes Chrift, that 7 
way give you life, In all theſe reſpe&s Chriſt is ſaid 
here to be an Apple-tree, among the Trees of the 
wood : And therefore to- conclude with one word of 
nies. ee who dee 
Uſe. This lets us fee the uſefulneſs and deſi- 
rableneſs of Jeſus Chriſt : What's more uſeful 
and deſirable in your Orchard, than the Apple-tree ? 
If a man hath never ſo many Trees in his Or- 
chard, he never thinks his Orchard compleat , ex- 
cept he hath ſome Apple-trees. Oh that the Lord 
would perſwade your hearts, ro louk unto the Ap- 
oy ple-tree , 
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ple-tree, look to getthe Apple-tree into your Orchard 3 
get Chriſt into your hearts. Oh he is an uſeful and 
deſirable Tree, Let me tell you the benefit of it in a 
word or two, 

It will be a comfortable ſhelter to you. The Apple- 
tree that is Planted in your Orchard, it will keep off 
a ſtorm from your houſe. Chriſt in the heart 1s a 
comfortable ſhelter to the poor ſoul. Oh how ma- 
ny a ſtorm of wrath and indignation , which blowes 
from Heaven, and Chriſt keeps it off from the poor 
Soul ! 
Nay again, Let me tel] you that this Apple-tree 
it's a Tree of Life; and therefore worth the ſeek- 
ing after, that you may get him planted in your gar- 
den. | Iſayit's a Tree of Life, whoſoever eats of this 
Tree lives for ever. Your fathers they did eat Manna 
in the wilderneſs, ſayes Chriſt, and they are dead , 
John 6. 58. but he that eats of the bread that I 
ſhall give bim, ſhall never die, ſayes he, he ſhall ve 
for ever : 1t muſt needs be ſo, for Chriſt he is a Tree 
of Life. 

Again, He is not only a Tree of Life,but he is a Tree 
of knowleage : and therefore worth the ſeeking after. 
You read in Gereſis 3. of the Tree of knowledge that 
was in the midſt of the garden, which the woman 
lookt upon : and it was very deſirable for three things. 
6. verſ. The woman ſaw, that the Tree was good for 
food, and that it was pleaſant to the eye, anda Tree to 
be deſired to make one wiſe ; ſhe took of the fruit there- 
of, and did eat, and gave alſo to her husband. Truly 
all this 1s to be found in Chriſt, he is good for 
food ye heard before, they that eat of him , ſhall 
live for ever, He is pleaſant to the eye; Oh how 
beautiful 1; hein his Nature, and in his perſon ! thox 
art fairer thau the Children of men ; and he isde- 
BG firable 
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firable to make - one wiſe; he that feeds upon Chriſt 
15 made wiſe- indeed , he that knows Chrift, is the wi- 
ſeſt-man inthe world ; .1t 's Chriſtthat opens theeye: the 
eating of Chriſt,this Tree ,Opens the eyes and makes men 
wile, wiſe to ſalvation, wiſe to. know and underſtand 
the preat myſteries of God in Chriſt, even thofe my- 
ſteries hid from ages and generations. Again, I might 
tell you, This Tree, it brings forth fruit at all times,and 
therefore &firable x ; the Apple-trees in your gardens 
and Orchards, they wo'nt -bting forth fruit in winter ; 
bur this Apple-tree, Chriſt, every Month in the year, 
every Summer and winter, every day ofthe Month : 
look upon Chriſt with an eye of Faith, and you ſhall 
find him full laden with frvit. Oh how uſcful a tree is 
Chriſt ! Again. 

I might cell you alſo, here you P'Y nd a Raf to ſean 
ch, upon'this Tree you might have a ftaff to lean on, 7 
am ; thy God toold age. Thewaters that the Children of 

Iſrael drank of, were bitter till {uch time as o- 
ſes cur down boughs , and. they made the waters 
ſweet ; ſuch boughs grow upon this Apple-tree ; it 
will make your bitte? waters ſweer. Oh there is love in 
Chriſt, there1s goodneſs in Chrift, and precious Pro- 
miles, -whith if caſt intothole bitter waters., afMiQi- 
ons, the ſoreſt bittereſt aflitions , . theſe boughs will 
make them ſweer. Get intothis Apple- tree. Why do 
you endeavour to get Bryars and :Thorns, and Oaks 
and wild Trees and Crab-trees,cand in the mean time ne- 
ple this Apple-tree? there is a Curſe-upon the ground 
and on every ſoul, even the curſe of the ground, thorns 
and thiſt}es, and theſe here will grow, till ſuch time as. 
Chriſt be planted : Nay, if Chriſt be not planted in the 
garden,God the Father can'c walk there ; Ifthe Tree of 
Life be nor there, if the Tree of Knowledge be not there. 


God takes no deligh tO Walk In the garden, The foul 
gut 
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out of Chriſt, where Chriſt is not planted, that ſcul can 
have no gracious and{weet communion with him > Well 
then, 

W hat an Invitation 1s here for poor ſouls to come in 
to Chriſt ? Chriſt is the Apple-tree,an Apple-tree in the 
midft of the trees of the wood: -Qh! why will men 
rejet Chriſt? Poor finners, why are you fearful 
through unbelief, tro come to Chriſt ? If 'Chriſt were 
a bryar or thorn or thiſtle, you might he afraid of 
him ; but he is as the Apple-tree among the Trees of 
the wood ; he is laden with fruitful branches ; if Chriſt 
were a Tree hemmedin, walled in, you might de- 
ſpair of having any fruit, but he is open to you : who- 
ever thirſts let him come, who ever hungers let him 
come, take and eat of this fruit, Poor ſouls you have 
the leave of God, nay, you have not only leave, bur 
you have command to come and eat of this Tree of life: 
it's the commandment, that you come and believe in 
Teſus Chriſt, Oh what ſtragling and perverſe hearts 
lodge in our boſoms ! There was a time when God 


_ . Faid of the Tree of knowledge of good and evil, Thou 


ſhalt not eat of it, and then man would eat; and now 
the Lord hath ſer up another tree of life, and the Lord 
fayes, Thou ſhall cat of this tree of Life, and now they 
will not, though the eating then, and the not eating now 
is like to coſt many thouſand ſouls lives, The Lord help 
you to conſider of 1t ! 
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As the Apple-tree among the Trees of the Wood 
ſo ws my Beloved among the Sons: I ſat drivn 
under His Shadow with arcat dz light, and His 
Fruit was ſweet to my Taſte. 


"Told you before , here is atwoſold compariſon, 
the fans of men are compared to the Trees of the 
wood, the Trees of the foreſt, which are wild 

Trees, which hold forth the tte of all men 
by Nature ; we have done with thar. 

The ſecond is, The ſon of God is compared to the 
Apple-tree among thoſe Trees: | ſhewed you in what 
feſpe&t Chriſt is compared to the Apple-tree ; and the 
ft day I ſhewed why Chriſt is ſaid to be asthe Apple- 
tree among the Trees of the wood : why not an Apple- 
tree among the Trees of the Garden , but as the Apple- 
tree among the Trees of the wood, _ 

UV/e 1. Firſt, let ſuch as profeſs the name of Chriſt, 
be like unto Chriſt, That's the uſe of the point I 
ſhall m3ke at this time, They that profeſs Chriſt 
muſt be like Chriſt. T.abour to be fruitful Trees, fruit- 
bearing trees ; and look that your fruit be of this 


Apple- 


Chriſt compared to an Apple- tree. 29 


Apple-tree, and bring forth much of this fruit , as 
Chrift did: yea be like unto Chriſt in being Apple- 
trees in the midſt of the wood, To this head I (ball 
reduce all that 1 ſhall preſs upon you at this 
time. 

Firſt of all, Chriftians ſhould labour to be fruit- 
bearing trees : the Lord Jeſus Chrift would rather 
be ſer forth by a fruit-bearing tree, than by a tree of 
ſtrength, or a tree of tallneſs , not the Oak or the Ce- 
dar , but the Apple-tree, and that becauſe it's a fruit- 
bearing tree, Oh how ſhould Chriftians labour to 
be fruitful in their place ! it's better to be ſerviceable 
to God and man , in your place and Generation , 
and relation, than to have places, titles, honours and 
dignities amongſt the great ones of the world : and 
Chriſtians ſhould -rather chooſe to be ſerviceable to 
God and man, than to ſeck great things for them- 
ſelves in the world : there's a notable parable in 
Judges 9.8. The trees went forth on a time to anoint 
a King over them, and they ſaid utito the Olive-tree, 
Reign thou over us. But the Olive-tree ſaid unto them, 
Should I leave my fatneſs wherewith by me they honour 
God and man, andgo to be promoted over the trees ? 
There was a particular application of the parable : the 
Sons of Gedeon choſe rather to be uſeful in 1/rael,than to 
be honourable in 1/rael + it holds forth chus much in. 
general , a gracious heart will rather chooſe a place 
of ſervice than a place of honour , I will not leave 
my goodneſs, my ſweetneſs and my fatneſs, ſayes the 
Olive-rree, fig-tree and the vine « no thoughto be pro- 
moted oyer and beyond other trees : conſider that it 
is the greateſt Commendation of a Chriſtian to be 
a ſerviceable and fruit-bearing tree, I ſay it is the 
greateſt commendation unto men that they are ſer- 
viceable unto God in their place and generation : look 

unto 
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unto David, in AF. 13. ſce what a ſpecial commen- 
dation' God gives of him,v, 36. after he had ſerved 
his own generation, by the will of God he then fell a- 
ſleep : it was the greateſt commendation that God could 
give David, when he would ſpeak honourably of 
David ; when David is gone, this was his commen- 
dation, he ſerved his generation, he was a fruit-bear- 
ing tree, he ſerved his generation according to the 
will of God ; He ſought the. glory of God, he la- 
boured to do good to the ſons of men whilſt he was 
here upon earth , and ſo David ſerved bis generati- 
038 ; Brethren, it's no commendation for a man to live 
long, if he don ſerve his generation ; It's no com- 
mendation for a treeto ſtand a hundred years, if it ben't 
a fruitful Tree ; Ler us ſee , 

I. Firſt of all wherein God begins to commend 
David ; he begins at the ſervice of his Generation - 
3s if God did not take notice of other time that men 
ſpend,in which there is no ſervice done to him ; he doth 
not ſay after he had lived ſo long, or after he had 
ſerved ſo long, but after he had ſerved bis generati- 
on according to the will of God ; A man may live a 
hundred years upon earth , and may ftand ſo Jong, 
and yer be an accurſed tree all the time of his ſtanding, 
if he 'be not a fruitful tree, and a tree doing ſome 
good for his generation wherein he lives : you may 
ſee the prophecie of the Prophet Iſaiah, 65. 20. 
But the fmner being an hundred years ola, ſhall be 
accurſed :; 10 that ir is not ſimply a bleiling ro 
live long, to ſtand long, if a man be not a fruitful, 
Tree ; for .a man may ftand a hundred years, ſayes 
the Scripture , and yet all chat time be under a curſe. 
Again, 

2. Secondly,T beſcech you remember that you have 
the example of Chriſt; youbaye che example ofChrift _ 

of 
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0 f his people before you,who are all trees of righteouf- 
neſs, fruit-bearing trees : What abundance of frait did 
Chrift bring forth to his Father, when he was upon 
earth? Every bough and every branch be full of pre- 
cious fruit. To ſee the Glory of the only bepotten Son, full 
of grace and truth, See Rev. 22. what 1s ſpoken 
there of this fruitful tree , and it's Chrift that is this 
tree , the tree of life, Bleſſed are they that do his 
Commandments, that they may have right to the tree of 
Life, Oh what a fruitful tree 1s this tree of Life | He 
brings forth fruit every Month , continually full of 
fruit, and all that was in Chriſt was uſeful ; the very 
leaves are good, the very leaves of this tree of Life 
were good. Oh the precious balm that dropt from 
the leaves of this tree of life, into poor' afflicted 
and wounded Souls ! The very leaves of it were good 
for the healing of the Nations: Andit was Fobs com- 
mendation, and it was alſo his comfort , when the 
hand of the Lord was upon him, that he brought forth 
fruir, that he was a fruit-bearing tree, Fob 29. 11.Wher 
the ear heard me, then it bleſſed me, and when the 
eye ſaw me, it gave witneſs to me: and as the ear 
and eye bleſſed him, ſo che loins bleſſed him, Fob 
31. 20» the loins of the Poor bleſſed him , that he 
warmed and that he refreſhed : So that this was a 
great comfort unto Fob, in the day of his diftreſs , 
when all his friends upbraided him with hypocrifie, 
be knew that grace would uphold him, he was nor 
an unfruitful tree, but was ftill ſerviceable in the 
place and relation God had ſet him. 

3. Thirdly, Nay ler me further tell yov, that if 
Chriſtians be not fruit-bearing trees, they are a dif- 
honour to Chriſt, ir's a diſhonour to the very root they 
profeſs they are engrafied upon, When you come 
to a tree whoſe branches are dead and withered, and 
- C2 | you 
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.You fee there is no fruit upon it, yu will complain 

preſently, and fay there is ſome fault in the root ; 

the fruit is dry and withered, the uniruitful branches 

are a diſhonour ro the root. Unfruitful Chriſtians 

are a dishonour to Chriſt, Oh } What will the world 

ſay, when they come to look upon Chriftians, when 

they ſee they are dry , withered, and fruitleſs, and 

there is no. More to be ſeen in them than in others ? 
What ſayes the world > why, the blame is caft upon 
their head, the root : theſe are the Chriftians, theſe 
are the profeſſors, Oh wherein do men take occafion ? 

Oh. give no juſt occafion for men ro ſpeak diſhonour- 
ably of Chriſt whom you profeſs. | 
4. Fourthly , Again it's the diſhonour of the hus- 
bandman to have an unfruitful tree, Job. 15. 1. / 
am the vine, and my Father is the Husbandman : 
every branch in me that beareth no fruit, he taketh a- 
way , and every branch that beareth fruit he pur- 
geth it that it may bring forth more fruit : and fo 
when the Gardener, the Husbandman, ſhall ler a tree 
ſtand forty years, and be unfruitful, this man will be 
accounted unskilful in his Vineyard: Why, fo if 
the Lord ſhould ler ſuch trees to ftand forty , fifty 
or a hundred years, and no fruit brought to him, 
it's. a great dishonour to the husbandman. 

2. Secondly, Therefore again ſecondly, Chriſtians 
ſhould look that their fruit be the fruit of the Apple- 
tree, be like ro Chriſt; in this, he was as the Apple- 
tree among the trees of the wood : You know 
the Apple-tree is known by the fmoorhnefs of che 

| branches , it's not full of pricks and: Thorns , as 


many other trees are , It will not ſcratch, it will nor- 


L o I , 
tear or Trend, as others wil}, though men' break the 


branches, and ſpoil them, yet it doth not tear or 
fend them ; and iruly thus was Cbrsft, and-thus- 1t-be- 
| comes 
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comes Chriftians to be , He was no thorn, he was 
beſet with thorns, 1/atab 53. 7. he was oppreſſed» 
he was dumb, he opened not his mouth : as a Sheep 
that is dumb before his ſhearer : he did not revile, he 
did not render reviling for reviling, he did not re-- 
proach , and the ſmoaking Bax he did not quench , 
nur break the bruiſed reed, he did not firive, he did 
not cry ,” his voice was not heard in the ſtreets , and 
thus was Chrift, and thus it becomes Chriſtians, Chri- 
ſtians ſhould not tear and rend , they (ſhould not bear 
pricking thorns ; they ſhould not render evil for evil, 
they ſhould not pour forth expreſſions of hatred , 
envy and wrath. This 1s for the bryar and the thorn ; 
this is not for the Apple-tree. If you be Apple-trees , 
be like to Chriſt in this. Bur, = 
3. Thirdly, Again the Apple-tree is known by the 
fruit, There's a great deal of fruic that is like the fruir 
of. the Apple-tree, that is not known till ſuch time 
35 men come to taſte it, It's poſſible that a wild tree 
may be as fair 'and as beautiful as the Apple-tree ; 
but when. you come to taſte it , you will diſtinguiſh 
the fruic of che wild tree; the Crab-tree ,. it's ſowr, 
it's bitter 3 .the-fruit of the Apple-tree is ſweet 
and pleaſant. Brethren, know, God doth examine all 
your fruit-and all the Apples , and God doth taſte. 
every fruit, adds 
= of all, by the Principle , and ſecondly, by mens 
End, | 
1, Firfl of all,. The Lord doth tafte mens fryit by 
their principle , he examines from whence men 
brought forth their fruit, whence came their fruit- 
tulneſs: he examines whether they were. grafted up- 
on a good ſtack or no; the Lord knows it I fay 
by the taſte : when you rake a twig , or cyon and 
graft it on an Elder, or ſome other tree that hath an ill 
C 3 taſte, 
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raſte, the fruit will taſte as the tree is: If it be en- 
grafted upon a good ſtock, the fruit- will be good ; 
the Lord wil] examine every mans ftock, whether he 
be engrafted on Chriſt or on himſelf. See Hoſea 14. 8. 
J] am like a green firr tree ( the words of Chriſt ) 
and from me 1s all thy fruit found, That's good 
fruit that grows upon Chriſt, that comes from Chrift, 
that taſtes of Chriſt. 

Object. But you will ſay, When doth a mans fruit 
taſte of (iriſh?  _ 

 Anſw. 1, Firſt of all; When the Soul: is (till [a- 
bouring to get out of it ſelf, is till emptying ir ſelf, 
cetting out of himſelf ; when a man doth. all that he can 
do, and yet looks upon himſelf as vile, and wretched', 
abhorring himſelf in duft and aſhes; when he conti- 
nually fayes, there 1s nothing at all in him that is good. 
The Apoftle Paul ſayes it : that-is his expreſſion, and it 
was the expreſſion of a gracious heart, Rows. 7. 18> 
For I know that in me-(that is in my fleſh.) dwelleth 
n0 good thing, When the. Soul is thus taken up (with 
Paul) emptying it felf,and looking upon it ſelf as a poor 
vile, weak, wretched: creature , utterly unable to do 
any thing in his own ſtrength for God, and lying at 
the footſtool of Chriſt, breathing and waiting , this 
fruit is not of himſelf, but i raftes of Chriſt. Bur 
again, 

"ks. 2, Secondly. , the fruit taftes of Chriſt, 
when as the ſoul doth all out of a principle of Fairh, 
It. works from a principle of faith : It hath ſeen-the 
tenders. of grace in the Goſpel, how: the Lord doth 
freely and gracioully hold forth himſelfito poor loſt 
ſinners ; and hath through the power of God: made 
2. cloſe with his tender of grace, received it by faith, 
ſo that now this faith it. works by love 5 and all: thac 
ever the Soul dath,it defires to doit out of loveto a . 

wnen 
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when it comes thus from 4 principle of faith, it doth 
alway a by love, then the Soul taſtes and feeds upon 
Chriſt. Bur again , OT... ES 
3. Thirdly, the Soul taſtes of Chriſt, when it lives 
from a continual dependance on Chrift ; when the Soul 
Soes only outto Chriſt for righteouſneſs and ſtrength and 
Salvation , when it goes out to Chriſt for all grace, 
ſtrength and Holineſs ;, for ſtrength to perform every 
duty , and to bear every burden; and tq walk wile- 
ly and graciouſly in every relation ; when the Soul 
lyes breathing and waiting upon Chriſt (as the Poor 
man in the Goſpel, who laid at the pool of Be- 
theſda, ) when the ſoul lies waiting for the moy- 
ings of Chrift, and is continually opening its fſa- 
vory affe&ions to Chriſt ; looks upon it elf as a 
Ship at ſea in a Calm, and is not able to ftir, unleſs 
the wind move, unleſs the wind blow , I ſay when 
the ſoul doth thus aR, this fruit taſtes of Chriſt , 
and thus doth Paul profeſs that he lived in a contt- 
nual dependance upon Chriſt, and that all that he did, 
it was not from himſelf or any thing of his own, 
but it was from Chriſt : See that place in the. Gala- 
::ans from which a. gracious Spirit doth breath, Gal, 
2. 20. I am Crucified with Chriſt '; nevertheleſs 1 
live; yet not I, but (hriſt lwweth in me, and the 
Life which I live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me. and gave himſelf for 
me. Here's a gracious expreſſion , 7 live, fayes he, 
and yet not 1, it's Chriſt that lives in me, When the 
ſoul 'can thus refer all ro Chriſt, and, ſayes,, I believe, 
and it's not I but (brit that helps me, and ſo I obey, 
yer" not I, but it's the Spirit of "Chriſt in me; apd 7 
ſuffer, yet not I, but Chrift trengthening me} I pray 
and I perforin duties, and yer not I, but it's the. Spirit 
of Chriſt in me, chit breaths in me 3 when the ſoul 
TIE C 4 thus 
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thus goes out of it ſelf, and depends upon Chriſt for 
all grace and ftrength, and all Holineſs, as well as for 
life and Salvation, now doth the fruit of this Soul 
taſte of Chrift, God knows it, he taftes of Chriſt 1n 
it, But then again, 

2. Secondly, As God doth taſte of the principles 
of the Soul as by the Stock from whence it comes, 
ſoalſo by the ends of ir, What's the end ofa mans ation, 
what is the end of that he doth for God, what is the end 
of his affeQtions, of his forwardnels , of his duties? the 
Lord judgeih of all the fruit by the ends of it,why, if the 
GloryofGod be a mans end in allthat he doth,this taftes 
of the fruit of Chriſt, of che fruir ofthe Apple-tree 
but if a man aim at his own ends, if a man ſeek 
himſelf in all that he doth, it caſtes ſtrong of Self, 
and the Lord hath no delight in it ; ſee,whar 1s faid in 
Hoſea 10. 1. Iſrael is an emptie Vine, and yet he 
brings forth fruit ; how can theſe two ftand together ? 
he brings forth fruit, byt he brings forth na good fruit,he 


15 emptte becauſe heis empty to God, he brings forth fruit 


and that fruit is emprtie, it's to h4wſelf, and ſo emptie : 
and ſo God Jooks ypon him as an emprie Vine , if a man 
bring forth never ſo much fruit, ( it being to himſelf) it 
can't be called good, bur ſeemleſs fruit , and all that fruit 1s 
loſt, the Lord rakes no delight in that fruit, it's not for 
Gods taſte, when as it's not brought forth unto him. 
Ohbjef, But you will ſay, when doth a man bring 
forth fryit to God ? What are the endsthat a man 
ould propound to himſelf in all his aRions to God,thax 
makes {his fryit to be gqod ? 
 Anſw. When the Soul doth al that it doth, that 
it may teſtifie its thankfulneſs that it owes to God 
for the great and wonderfpyl ſalvation that comes in 
by Chriſt; when a man fayes, I will take the Cup of 
Salvation, and call upon thy Nang of God z When 2 
7 MIN3 


| the Glory, that God may eat of the fruit he hath 
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man does all that he doth to teſtifie his SubjeCtion ta 
God, and only does all his works that he may ho-- 
nour and lift up Gods name in the world ; that he may 


be ſerviceable and inftrumental ro do God ſervicein 


his generation , when he makes this his end : when 
a man ſhall do all for this end, that God may reap 


planted , that God may not loſe ali his labour , and all 
his pains, and all his coſt ; that ſo he that hath planted 
the tree in his Orchard, may eat the fruit of it, fo 
that when a man makes not himſelf che end, but 
God the ſole end, this God taftes of as (avourie, as 
a fruit ſavoury to himſelf, But again, 

2, Secondly, Chriſtians ſhould labour to bring forih 
much of this fruit; a good tree brings forth much 
fruit : Oh how full was Chriſt | every bough was full 
of fruir : Therefore the people of God, they are 
compared unto trees that are planted by the rivers 
fide, it's ſaid, they ſhall be as trees planted by the 
rivers of waters : they are fruitful crees that are well 
watered, and ſobring forth abundance of fruit ; Oh 
Chriſtians, remember this was the end of Chrifts co- 
ming, that you may bring forth fruit, and bring forth 
abundance of fruit ; you ſhould not only be trees, 
but bring forth abundance of fruit. 7 came that you 
might have life; and that you might have it more 


abundantly ; See that promiſe and make much of ir, 


Pſalm 92. it's a pracious' promiſe, and may tend 
through the bleſſing of God to quicken dead unfruit- 
ful hearts, v, 12, 13, the righteous ſhall flouriſh likg a 
Palm tree : he ſhall grow like a Cedar in Lebanon ; 
thoſe that be planted in the houſe of the Lord, ſhall 


flonriſh in the Courts of our God, they ſhall bring orth 
fruit in old age: they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing : 


it's a large promiſe, they ſhall þe fat and flouriſhing , 
_ an] 
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and they ſhall bring forth fruit in old age , therefore 
you that complain of the deadneſs, and unfruitfulneſs 
of your hearts, look to the promiſe, and ſay , Oh 
Lord I have a dead heart, my branches are withered, 
I even deſpair of bringing forth fruit to God , why, 
don'c look to thy own deadneſs, look to the promilſe 
of God : It's ſaid of Abraham, he had a dead body, or as 
good as dead in reſpeR of begetting Children, Row: 
4. yet he lookt to the promiſe, v. 19, 20. And being 
not weak in faith he conſidered not his own body now 
dead” when he was about an hundred years old, neither 
the aeadneſs of Sarahs womb : he ſtaggered not at the 
promiſe of God through unbelief ; but was ſtrong in 
Faith giving glory to God , he had a dead body, and 
yet his taith was revived : when he lookr to the pro- 
miſe of God, he was confident that God who had 
promiſed' was able to perform : and thou thar com- 
plaineſt of the deadneſs of thy heart, don'c look upon 
thine own heart, bur upon the promiſe, God will de- 
clare his faichfulneſs and whatſoever he hath promiſed 
he will fulfill ir, 
Object. Bur you will ſay, how ſhould we believe 
Ir? we ſee the contrary : how is this promiſe made good 
thar'the righteous ſhall bring forth fruit in old age? don'c 
we ſee many times how the beft Chriſtians decay in old 
age? which makes us even afraid to live to old ape. 
_ Anſw. Certainly' the promiſe of God is made 
good , they do flouriſh, and bring forth fruit in old 
age :; an old Chriftian, though he may not bring forth ſo 
much of ſome fruir, yet he brings forth more of other 
fruit, than young Chriſtians do; it may be there 1s not 
ſo much Zeal, nor ſo much afivitie for God, ay , 
but” there may be more rootedneſs , more fſtedfaft- 
nefs, more eſtabliſhment of hearr ; the heart may be 
more rooted , more grounded upon him ; this m__ 
nnd the 
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the fruit the more ſavoury : the leſs of Self, and the 
more'of Chriſt is in bim, the more well pleafing is 
it to Gods taſte, Now I ſay that old Chriftians (it's 
reve) may decay in parts and pifts, in utterance and 
expreſſion , and che like, and yet may not decay 
in grace : the inward man, the hidden man in the 
hearr, that may wax flrong, and be more freſh, green 
and fruitful. 

2, Secondly, Again I ſay to this that young Chriſti- 
ans may have more xzivitie , but old Chriftians may 
have more Skill, and therefore though they may not 
a& as formerly, yet there may be abundance of Skill in 
holy things ; as the wiſe man ſayes, remember thy crea- 
tour before old age comes, before the daughters of wuſick, 
fall low , before the voice is gone; he was able it 
may be to ſing clear before, yet now he may have as 
much skill, and it may be more thian ever though old ; 
and fo of an old Chriſtian, this may be ſaid,that young 
Chriſtians may bring forth more fruit, but old Chrifti- 
ans may bring forth fweeter fruit ; it's ſo of older 
trees, they bring forth ſweeter fruic, though nor ſo. 
much indeed as young trees : why, ſo, old Chriſtians 
that hold faſt 1n their Integritie, if they don't bring. 
forth ſo much as' the young tree, yet they bring forth 
ſweeter andpleaſanter fruit ; and ſtill the Lord is faich- 
ful in his promiſe, the righteous bring forth fruit in old 
age; and therefore look tothe promiſe of the Lord, . 
and let this promiſe ſtrengthen your faith. 

3- Thirdly, Again, Labour to grow up in grace.: 
the Lord' loves*to walk in his: Orchard. , when there 
are frnitful trees he loves to beſtow his pains upon. 
them, he will hedge them , he*will prune them', he 
will ſpare no coft on his fruitful.crees ; nay the Lord 
will not-cut down'his fruitful trees, here's great: encou- 
ragement for Chriſtians to bring forth much fruic 

In - 


AO Chriſt compared to an Apple-tree. 


in, their Generation. :. God doth ſpare thoſe who 
bring forth much fruit : God gave command in the 
book of Deuteronomie when as they went out to war, 


Deut. 20. 19 When thog ſhalt beſiege a City a long 


tinge, #11 making war againſt it ,, to take it, thou ſhalt 
not deſtroy the trees thereof, by forcing an ax againſt 
them , for thou mayeſt eat of them. - For the trees 
of the Field might be imployed in the ſiege, the 
trees that brought. forth no fruit, thoſe trees ſhould 
be cur down , but thoſe that bear fruic ſhall not ( by 
Gods command.) be cut down : you that are fruit- 
bearing trees, the Lord takes ſpecial care of you, the 
Lord will not cut down thoſe trees : the husband- 
man he comes and looks on a branch , and ſees no 
fruit, he is ready to cut it down , ay, hut if there comes 
one and ſpies a cluſter on it , if it be but one 
cluſter, don't cut it down, ſurely ir is not dead, 
here is a cluſter on ic. Oh the grace and good- 
neſs of God cowards his people , there is ſome- 


thing of Chrift found in ſuch, and therefore Lord 


cut them not down , thus mercy pleads : Well then, you 
that belong to Chriſt, bring forth much fruit, If you 
ask me how? I anſwer, look. to God the greatihus- 
bandman, he is ſuch a husbandman as he knows how 
- to make you fruitful; Paul Pines and. Apollo waters, 


"but God gives the encreaſe; look to the Lord, be. 


willing ro. ſubmit unto God in whatſoever way God 
ſhall deal with you, be willing that the Husbandman 
ſhould prune you, launce you, that he ſhould cut off 
your unſaund branches ; Submit unto. Gods wayes of 
affliction, though they be never ſo hard, the Lord he 


can by them make you fruicfu). The rainic makes 


wayes dirtic, but in time it makes grounds fruitful. The 


Lord he can make thy trees fruitful, and che. herbs 
that he bath ſowen and planted in thy heart fruitful : 


therefore 
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therefore ſubmit unto Gods wayes, and get nigher to 
Chriſt asever thou defireſt to be fruitful.; rhe branches 


that are neareſt the root, thoſe branches bring forth 
moſt fruit : Chriſt is the root, and you that are in Chriſt 
cleave more to him, and let your dependance be on him. 
Thenigher you are to him,the more fruit you ſhall bring 
forth. 

4. Fourthly, The fourth and [aft thing and I have 
done, Let Chriſtians be like unto Chrift in this, that 
they be Apple-trces inthe midſt of the wood. Chrifthe 
was anApple-tree among bryars and thorns inthe world, 
Oh thar Chriſtians would be like unto Chrift in this : 
It was the great commendation of Lot , Enoch , 


. Moſes, Joſiah, David, and others thar lived in an evil 


age, ye: their hearts were upright for God ; and truly 
though their ſervices be hard ſervice , and though 
Gods people bein an evilworld, yet in heaven they 

ſhall lift up God without oppoſition ( and thought 
it be here with oppoſition, yet : ftil] it makes the 
Name of God Glorious; to bring forth fruit when all the 
world is unfruitful , or hath nothing but wild fruit, this 

15 their commendation. There are ſome profeſſors, they © 
will be Apple-trees among the Apple-trees , but 


| when . they are among the trees of the wood, then 


they'l be crab-trees ; Chriſt though in the midſt of the 
wood he was ſweet and delightful fruit, though compaſ- 
ſed about with finners ; well, look unto Chriſt to keep 
up your ſavoury fruit, that God may tafte it, that you 
may till bring forch ſweet and pleaſant fruit, though 
compaſſed about with Wild trees, And ſo much for this 
time. | 


SER, 
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CANT. 2. 3. 


IT ſat downs ood His Shadow with great delight, 
ana His Fruit was ſweet to my T, afte. 


Ou heard in the former part of theverlſe, that 
the Lord Jeſus. is compared to an Apple- 
tree in the midſt of the trees of the wood ; 
and I preſt it ypon you the laſt day, that you 
ſhavld. be like unto. Chriſt : Chooſe ro be fruit-bear- 
ing trees ; it's better to be a fruitful tree than to be a tall 
Cedar or a mighty Qak ; I  NOn0en 0 What re- 
mains, 

You have heard. of the tree : Now conſider the 
tworeſcmblances in which Chrift is comparedunto: the 
Apple-tree. Here is a Specification, or an Illuftra- 
tion. of the Simyle. Firſt, Here is an eApple-tree for 
the natyre; And ſecondly, for the fruit : fo chat theſe 
words hold forth, 

I. Firſt, How Beneficial Chriſt was,and how Benefi 
cial he is as heis a rtree, And 
2 2. Secondly, What uſe the believing ſoul ack of 
IM. * 


Firſt, He is beneficial for his ſhadow, that's ae 
tu] 


Ge, els do 
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ful, a pleaſant delightful ſhadow. Secondly, Then 
he is beneficial for his fruit, his fruic that is (wee: 
alſo : now the uſe that the believing Soul makes of 
Chriſt is, | 

Firſt, It fits down under his ſhadow : 1ſat down 
under bis ſhadow with great delight. Secondly, It 
eats of hisfruit ; Hs fruit was ſweet to my taſte : Sothar 
both his ſhadow and his fruit is exceeding pleaſant 
and delightful ro the believing Soul. 

The words have two ſeveral readings: Some read 
them thus. In his ſhadow I delight and fir down ; 
I deſired and ſat down in his ſhadow : Or in bis ſha- 
dow I delired to fit; T defired that I might fit down, 
for the word ſignifies both defire and delight, now 
I take it ſo. I deſired that I might fir down. It holds 
forth , 

1. Firſt, the Vebemence of affeion which is in 
the believers heart to Chriſt, the mighty ftrong de- 
ſire, the breathings and pantings , the defircs of x 
Sracious heart are carried out ſtrongly after Chriſt ; P/. 
42. 1,2. they are the expreſſions of mighty ſtrong 
deſires, vehement defires after God : as the bart 
panteth after the water brooks , ſo doth my Soul 
after thee, O God ,my ſoul thirſts after God, for the 
lwving God, when ſhall T come and appear before God! ſo, 
Iſa. 64. 1, the Church expreſſes her firong deſires 
after God; Oh that thou wouldeſs rent the heavens 
and. that thou. wouldſt come down, that the mountains 
might flow down at thy preſence : the expreſſions 
of vehement deſires after Chriſt, it's like the de- 
fire of a Servant , or labouring Man after the ſha« 
dow, ſo Fob expreſſes it, Fob 7. 2. he ſets down what 
defire the labouring, man hath : as 4 ſervant earneſt- 
ly. deſireth the ſhadow\, and as a hireling looketh 
for the reward of his work, he thirſts after it, 4 

ER | _ _ breaths 
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breaths after it, when a man deſires and breaths afier- 


| ſarunder. 
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thing he draws in the air , he ſucks and pants af- 
ter it, ſuchis the delire of a poor Soul. 
- 2. It doth not hold forth only vehemence of defire , 


but it holds forth cox ſtancyof deſire, I deſire that I may 


fit down : ſhe was ſat,but ſhe defired to fit ſtill, I defire 
co fit longer and to continue under the ſhadow, as a man 
that fits under a ſhadowy place at eaſe, he is loth to be 
diſturbed : One thing bave I deſired of the Lord , ſays 
David, Pſal. 27. his defires were like unto the de- 
ſires of the Spouſe here; v. 4. one thing have I de- 
fired of the Lord, and that will I ſeek after all the 


 dayes of Life,-to behold the beautie of the Lord, and 


fo enquire in his temple : David deſired all his dayes 
to fit under the Ordinance , that he might b-hold 
the beautie of God. | 

1 ſhall look towards the other reading, which is 
more known : I fat down under his ſhaddow with 
delight : Or I delighted and fat down under his ſha- 
dow, and his fruit was ſweet to my rafte.She had a 


_ grear delight ; as her defires were ftrong, ſo her de- 
light was good. When a Soul finds Chrift, it al- 


way finds a Sweetneſs in him , which is propor- 
tionable to all irs deſires : It's not foin the things 
of the world : a man may have flirong defires 
after vanities and creature comforts, but when tte en- 


joyes them, he can take no delight in them , but it is 


' not ſo 1n the enjoyment of Chrift, the delight is pro- 


portionable to the defire of the Soul ; nay, it's more 
in Chriſt than it expeRed : it's able to fay as the 
Queen of Sheba did of Solomon, I heard a great deal 
of thy wiſdom, ſaid ſhe, but the half was not told me. 1 
ſhall clear up two things in the words. 

1. Firft, ſhew you what this ſhadow is that the ſpouſe 


Secondly, 
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2, Secondly , What is it to fir under this ſhas 
dow 2 | 
1. Firſt, What is the ſhadow the Spouſe ſat inde? 
with ſo much delight * they are either natural or 
metaphorical; you know what a natural ſhadow is , 
it's a darker or obſcurer light which is cauſed by the 
Interpoſttion of your body betwixt the eye and the 
ſun, when the Trees or the Mountains ftand betwixt 
you and the Sun, they caft a ſhadow towards you j 
now there are ſhadows of the night, and ſhadows of the 
day : indeed night is nothing elſe but a ſhadow, a great 
ſhadow, nuthing bur the ſhadow of the earth, the e:rth 
coming betwixt the Sua and us, therefore the ſhadow : 
the night, it's a privation of light, and therefore it's 
terrible, the ſhadows of the night are dread'ul to na- 
ture becauſe it's a privation of light : but the ſhadow 
of Chriſt is not the ſhadow of the night, for his ſha- 
dow is flo dreadful ſhadow, indeed it's like the ſhadow 
of the night for the largeneſs of it, becauſe the ſhadow 
that Chriſt caſts it reaches the whole earth over, it's 
a mighty large ſhadow, that thouſands and teh thou- 
ſands of poor weary ſouls may fit under, and ſoin- 
deed it reſembles the ſhadow ofthe night + but it's not 
the ſhadow of the night, it's a comfortable ſhadow , 
2 delightful ſhadow , it's the ſhadow of the day, it's 
as the ſhadow of the trees , or as the ſhadow of x 
Rock in the midſt of Sutnmer : as you know they are 
exceeding pleaſant and delightful. So then we ſhall en- 
quire what is the uſe of theſe ſhadows, that we may ſee 
how uſeful Chriſt is to the Soul. ET 
I. Firft of all, The uſe of the natural ſhadow it 
ſerves for Secrecy : If a man will hide bimſelf, or fetire 
himſelf, he will go among the ſhadows, A manthat 
walks amongſt the woods and ſhadows, he is not fo 
eaſily found, as when he walks inthe open field, and 
Dd D no 
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no trees, and ſo nothing to ſhadow him ; and therefore 
the Lord 1s ſaid to i{tadow his people, 1ſa. 51. 16. 
I have put my word into thy mouth, and covered thee 
3n the ſhadow of my hand, there I have hid thee, that 
thou mayſt be ſafe - and thus Beloved is Chriſt a ſha- 
dow : Chriſt is a ſhadow to his people in that he is 
their hidinp-place, they are bid in Chriſt, their life 
1s hid in Chriſt, and their comforts are all hid in 
Chriſt, they are hid from wrath, they are hid from diſ- 
-ieaſure, they are hid from enemies, they are hid from 
the power of temptation - and therefore God puts Moſes 
into the Rock,when he would hide him, which rock was 
a type of Chriſt : the Soul that is in Chrift it lies in the 
| rock, itlies in the clefts of rhe Rock, it's in Chriſt that 
i the ſoul enjoyes ſweet Communion with God, it re- 
[| | tires it ſelf and hides it felf in Chriſt, and converſes 
Fl | ſweetly with the Aimighty. * 
[| 2. Secondly, As the ſhadow is a place for ſecrecy, 
ſo a place for reſt , 1 ſay it's aplace for reſt : When a 
man, alabouring man in the field, defires to ſit down, 
he will fit down under a ſhadow ; the expreſſion of 
Job before , as the ſervant earneftly deſires the ſha- 
dow ; why wherefore does he deſire the ſhadow, but 
that be might ſit dows and reſt? there 1s nothing fo 
welcome to him as a ſhadow,a ſhadowy place where he 
may fit downand reſt : In this reſpect Chriſt is a ſhadow 
to his people, he is a ſweet reſting-place: it's not poſlible 
the ſoul ſhould reſt but in Chriſt, it never finds reſt till ir 
come to Chriſt: rherefore he calls, Aath.1 1, 28.poor la- 
den Souls, ſuch as are weary and tired, and have ſpent 
their labour and ftrength in vain ; Come to me, ſayes he, 
| | you that are weary and heavie laden, and 7 wi# give 
| you reſt ; the Soul does never reſt ſweetly till it come 
down and- reſt ſweally under Chriſt, 

3. Thirdly, Again, a ſhadow it's a place of revlneſ? 
an 


—— 
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nd of refreſhment, it's a defence againſt the heat : if 


a man deſire ro walk in the height of Summer, he 
will walk in the ſhadow; thus is Chriſt to his people. 


You ſhall ſee what is ſaid in that 7/a. 32. 2. Anda 


man ſhall be as a hiding-place from the wind, as a 
covert from the tempeſt,as a river of water in a dry 
place, as the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary Land: 
as the ſhadow of a great rock, which keeps off the 


| heat and the ſcorching of the Sun; and thus is Chriſt 


to 2 poor Soul , a poor fainting Soul, that is ſcorched 
with the heat and diſpleaſure of the Lord, why there 
is no fitting down but under Chriſt. When the Soul 
firs down under wraihand diſpleaſure, he makes every 
place too hot , and every condition too hot, and there 


is no fitting down under any creature comfort; a man 


can't fir down under the ſhadow of any creature, 
or under the ſhadow of himſelf , or under the ſhadow 
of his own righteouſneſs, the Sun of wrath will be too 
hot for him , he will ſoon fer all the ſtraw -and ſtubble 
on fire, there 1s no reſt there, and it can't fit down 
untill it come to Chriſt. 

4. Fourthly, Again, To fit down with Chriſt there 
is Contemplation and Meditation ; for a man to exer- 
ciſe his thoughts and meditation he will chooſe a ſha- 
dowy place: the Lord Chriſt he is thus a ſhadow. 
When the Soul firs under Chrift, ir may contem- 
plate the glory of God: that 1s in Chriſt. God re- 
veals precious things, excellent rhings to his people, 
ſuch as eye hith not ſeen nor ear heard , nor the 
heart of man can conceive ; the ſoul firs down under 
Chriſt, and it gains more of the knowledge of God 
in one day , than in many years : all the knowledge 
that God gives of himſelf, it's in, and through Chrift. 
God gives knowledge, ſayes the Apoſtle, but zr's in 
the Face of Feſus ChriſÞ. 1 ſay whilſt the Soul fits 
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under Chrift,i:'s under a ſhadow, andit may contemplate 
on the great things ot the Kingdom of God,and is learnt 
to know that which 1s hid from the wiſe and prudent 
of the world. Again, 

5. Fifihly, We are wont to uſe the ſhadow for a 
place of refreſhing vur ſelves, eating and drinking under 
1. It was uſual amons the Patriarchs in thoſe hot 
coniryes :; the Angels when they came to Abraham, he 
delired them to fit under a tree, and made proviſion 

?dy, and there they did eat; and thus is Chrift uſeful 


unto his people, whilſt they fir under Chriſt, they 


feed upon precious fruit , I ſar under his ſhadow, and 
his frvir was ſweet to my taſte, under God in Chriſt. 
G 4 doth make a ſweet Banquet for the Soul, and 
the ſoul, rhough it enjoys many promiſes, and never 
ſo m ny precicus ordinances, yet unleſsthe ſoul firs under 
the ſhadow of Chriſt, it can'c feed upon them , 1t can 
take no delight in them. If a man have never ſo good 
meat, in the height of Summer, if he hath no ſha- 
dow to keep off ihe Scorching beams of the Son, he 
can't eat his meat with delight, So the ſoul if it 
looks nor upon God in Chriſt, as heis a ſhadow to 
h:m, it _can'c partake of any of that daintie with 
dclvhc. 

64 Sixth]'', Again, You know a min can't look upon 
the veauie aid light of the Sun with eaſe, it 1s fo Glort- 
ons a5 it {poils the ſenſe ; but if a man iook through 
the tices, or the ſhide he may ſee the ſun ; and thus 
the L:rd be doth. cauſe the Soul ro ſee Chriſt, and 
thus the ſoul it behoids his Glory , Thou canſt not 
fee my face and live. But thus IT will do, I will pur 
thee 11 the R «ck, and ſo thou ſhalt ſee ſome glimpſe 
of. Glary. Its in and through Chriſt chat the, Soul 
(ces (omeihiip of God, for he could nor elſe behold 
kis Glory, for our Gol is a conſuming fire; thus hs 
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ſee what the natural ſhadow is , ſo is Chriſt- 
2. Secondly, There are Metaphorical ſhadows : ſha- 
dow in Scripture is taken in a Metaphorical ſence :; the 


ſhadow is taken for a defence ; as they that fit under 


protection, are ſaid to fit under a (hadow. So T/a. 30- 
I,2, 3. Wo tothe rebellious Children, ſaith the Lord, 
that take counſel but not of me; and that cover wich 
a covering, but not of my Spirir , that they may 
add fin:;to fin: that walk to go down into Eeypr., 


and have not 'asked at my mouth, to ſtrengthen 
themſelves in the ſtrength of Pharach, and to 


truſt in the ſhadow of Egypr. Therefore ſhall the 
firength of Pharaoh be your ſhame; and the truſt 
the ſhadow of Egypt your confuſion. God pronoun- 
ceth woto them: that run down to Egypt 3 you ſee 
there that ſtrength and ſhadow is all one, they truſt 
in the ſtrength of Egypt : under the ſhadow of Egypr, 
that is the ſtrength of Egypr. They thought that Ep ype 
ſhould have been their proteRion : ſo Pſa. 17. when 
David prayes that the Lord would prote& him, he 
prays that the Lord would be a ſhadowto him , there 
proteqtion and ſhadow. is all one. . Verſe 8. keep 
me as the Apple of thine-eye, hide me under the 
ſhadow of thy Wings: Now if you take ſhadow in 
this Metaphorical ſence, for defence and proteQtion, 
it's very evident that Chriſt is thus a ſhadow unto 
his people, he is their defence and proreQion : li's 
he that defends them from the wrath of God, and it's 


he that defends them from the wrath of man. It's ſaid 


of ſome trees, the Laurel tree and ſome other, they 
are a defence unto men in a tempeſt of thunder and 
Lightening. However it's true of Chriſt, He that 
firs under Chriſt, he is a defence from thunder and 
lightening, from the wrath of God, and that Soul tha 
ſands under him he is ſafe and well proteRed. 
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 Andas he is a defence to man from the wrath of God: 
ſo he is a defence from the wrath of man ; ; 1ja. 4-6. 
And there ſhall be a Tabernacle for a ſhadow in the 
day-time from the heat , and for a place of refuge, 
and for a covert from ſtorm and from rain, The 
Lord Chrift promiſerh proteQion nnto his people in 
the day time, when it's never ſo hot, when the wrath 
of man is fierce and cruel ; and there is a like pro- 
miſe in the 25. of the ſame prophecie, - 4. verſe, 
,For thou haſt been a ſtrength to the poor, a ſtrength 
-r0the needie 1n his diſtreſs, arefuge from the ſtorm, 4 
ſhadow from the heat, when the blaſt of the terrible #nes 
5 as a ſtorm againſt the wall, &c, the Lord Chriſt he is 
ſuch a ſhadow,fuch a proteRion to hs people againft the 
heat and tempeſt of all wrathfull ones. _ 

2. Secondly, Again, A ſhadow in the Metaphorical 
ſenſe, it ſignifies affli&:ons and ſorrows, : and ſometimes 
Death i it ſelf, becauſe they are privations of comfort, 
even asthe ſhadow i is a privation of light, and theſe may 
be called Chriſts ſhadows; rhe ſufferings of Chriſt are 
Chriſts ſhadows : It was the ſufferings of Chriſt that 

| dideclipſe his glory when he was here upon earth-: 
rpowall theſe ſhadows theſe ſufferings of Chriſt, though 
they were dreadful ſhadows to him, yer they are com- 
forrable ſhadows to his people from firſt to laſt; all 
_ the ſufferings of Chriſt are comfortableſhadows to his 
people, He ſat under them with abundance of grief 
and dolour, that ſo his people mighr fir. under him 
with abundance of joy and peace. and comfort ; his 
rtemprations were all ſore griefs, Oh what a day 
of temptation was it to him ? And yet. how 'comfor- 
table were theſe ſufferings unto his people 2 Aflicti- 
' ons, even Death it ſelf, was a ſhadow to Chriſt, 
and what a comfortable refreſhing was it to hispeople ! [ 
When Chriſt was upon the Croſs he caft a Hear fhk- 
| OW, 
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dow, and what comfortable refreſhment is it for poor 


weary Souls to fit under it ? 
3. Again, Thirdly , The ſhadow ina Metaphorical 
ſence in Scripture is a dark repreſentation of.a thing ; 
that which doth repreſent athing,it's called the ſhadow 
of it , as you know the types and Ceremonies and the 
whole Levitical Law , they did hold forth ſome- 
thing of Chriſt, and therefore all thoſe ceremonies and 
types they were ſhadows of things to come, and ſo the 
Apoflle ſpeaks of all thoſe ceremonial things, they were 
the ſhadow, but the body 1s Chriſt, So then whatever 
it isthat holds forth Chriſt , whatſoever it is that re- 
preſents Chriſt to the ſoul, that may be called a ſha- 
dow , the ſhadow of Chriſt under which the Soul 
ſits down, which the Soul takes delight in, As 
all the Ordinances of Chriſt they hold forth ſome- 
thing of Chriſt ; as a mans picture 1s called a ſhadow ; 
the ordinances, they hold forth Chrift, there's the ſha- 


dow of Chriſtin them. The word holds forth ſome- 


thing of Chriſt, and ſo the Sacrament, and fo the 
fellowſhip of the ſaints, there's ſomething of Chriſt 


to: be found in all theſe, to be ſeen and enjoyed in all 


theſe ; this alſo is one ofthe ſhadows of Chriſt that a 
gracious heart defires to fir under; where ever it ſees any 


thing of Chriſt, in any word, any Ordinance, in any 


Communion of faints, there it rakes delight, it blefſes 
God for ſuch communications of himſelf, and there 
it fits down , deſiring with all faithfulneſs to 
wait upon God in them, that it may ſee more of 
Chrift until ſuch time as the day ſhall break. and 
the ſhadows may flie away. Thus you may ſee what 
this ſhadow. is that the believing ſoul defires to fit 
under, and. how Chrift is likened and ſer forth by the 
Natural and Metaphorical ſhadow. 
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Queſt, But you will (ay in the next place, What 
$5 it toſit down wnder this ſhadow ? 

eAMnſw. Firſt of all, It's a Poſture of reſt, as walk- 
ing is a moving poſture, ſo fitting is a poſture of 
reſt, Ir holds forth, the ſoul is in a reſtleſs condi- 
tion, till ſuch time as it comes to Chriſt, there is no 
reſt till ſuch time as it pitches uponChrift ; whar 
ſayes David, in that Pſalm, he ſpeaks unto his Soul 
there, when he defired that he might _return to his 
reſt, Pſalm 116. 7. Now Oh my ſoul return unto 
thy reſt, for the Lord he hath dealt bountifully with 
me : he had been wandring abroad in the world , 
and he found no reſt there , he returns to God as to 
his reſting-place , and zow Oh my ſoul return unto 
thy reſt: To THR 

\ 2. Again, Secondly, it's a reſt with Confidence ; as 
it's a reſting Poſture, ſo it's a Confident Poſture. Amin 
will not fit down in a place of danger, if he ſees danger 
| hewill not fic down ; If a man be in ſuch a place as he 
fears wild beaſts or thieves, he will not fit down ; why, 
when a man fits it's a confident Poſture, to fit down 
with Chriſt, ir's a confident Poſture, it's to truft in 
Chriſt, when the ſoul layes all its weight upon Chriſt, 
when it looks to the power, goodneſs and faithful- 
neſs of the Lord Jeſus, held forth in the promiſe , 
there jt fits and ventures it ſelf upon him, and 
faith with the Apoſtle, I know in whom I have truſt- 
ed,and believed, and þe is able to keep what I bave com- 
mitted to ys truſt. 

3. Fhirdly, Again, fitting ic's a poſture of ftedfaſt- 
peſs ; when a manleans or reſts upon another he is 
peady to fall down, but this holds forch the ftedfaſt- 


bur he ſhall nox be greatly moved 5 he may be 


moved 


neſs of the ſouls condition in Chriſt, Oh then it's_ 
not _ the Soul ſhould fall ; he may be moved , 
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| moyed fo as not to be removed , 7 have prayed for thee 


that thy faith fail not, nay twice he hath made this pro- 
miſe, chat the gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt bis 
eople, | 

F D Again, Fourthly and laſtly, This poſture doth 
relate to continuance and abiding ; and therefore that 
eternity of enjoyment of Chriſt 1s ſer down with 
that eternity of reſt with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
in the Kingdom of God. If a man fit down, he will 
make ſome ſtay, it holds forth a continuance, or abiding 
of the foul with Chrift, there it reſolves to ſtay, there. 
it reſolves to takeup , as the Lord fayes unto his 
people, here (hall be my reſt for ever ; (o (ays the ſoul, 
Lord here I will reſt, here I willabide and continue for 
ever. Well then, to conclude all with a word of Appli- 
cation, | | 
I, Uſe, Firſt of all, it lets us ſee, whatſoever is 
in Chriſt is uſcful and delightful, Every paſſage of the _ 
life of Chriſt, yea al) the ſufferings of Chriſt, from 
firſt to laſt, how uſeful are they to the Saints, and how 
comfortable when they are improved by faith > Not 
only the fruit of the Tree is good, but the ſhadow 
of the Tree is good, the yery ſhadow of Chriſt 1s good, 
the ſufferings of Chriſt, the very death of Chriſt is 
exceeding uſeful and delightful , when the Soul de- 
lights in it ; Oh how delightful is the Glory of 

Chriſt / 7 

2. Uſe. But in a word I beſeech you fit down un- 
der Chrifts ſhadow , let not any Poor creature fit 
down under any other ſhadow but the ſhadow of Chriſt, 
Make hafte,poor weary Souls, youthat have toyled your 
ſelves, and lahoured in vain, have ſought for rightce 
ouſneſs and conſolation in your ſelves, Oh that you 
would not think of fitting down under theſe ſhadows: 
But make haſte ro Chriſt, .ger out of your ſelyes wo 
it 
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fic under his ſhadow. Let me cell you if you be not 
under this ſhadow of Chriſt, you are under the ſha- 
dow of death; It's ſaid of Chriſt before he came 
into - the Land of Napthal:, they. ſat down under 
the region and ſhadow of Death : ſo Poor Souls, if 
you fit not under Chriſts ſhadow, you fit under 
the very region of the ſhadow of death. | 

| Nay, let merell you further char ir's not poſſible you 
ſhould find reſt, but only under this ſhadow ; there 
15no creature can ſhadow you : the ſhadow of your own 
righteouſneſs and your own works is too ſhort to come 
fort you, and the ſhadow of all the works that men 
do enjoy they are too thort, A man may ſolace himſelf 
under the ſhadow of the creature for a time, theſe 
ſhadows are too ſhort when the Sun gecs up to the 
height of it's beauty, and you have moſt need of 
{ſhadow you can't haye it, Poor Souls, when you 
have moſt need of cool refreſhing ſhadows , theſe ſha- 
dows goe quite away ; fo that I ſay it's not poſſible 
that you ſhould reſt ſweetly and ſecurely under any 
othet ſhadows but the ſhadow of Chriſt, it's not pol- 
fible ye ſhould hold out in the time of trial : you read 
of the ſtony ground in Math. 13. the corn that 
was ſown upon it, when it came up, the Sun did 
ariſe, and chough it did ſpring up, yet anon it 
withered, there was no root, and fo it died : if Chriſt 
haa been their ſhadow he could have helpt ir, bur 
when the wrath of man was furious he could not 
ftand lons, but withered, becauſe he had not 


| depth of root ; Oh what a ſweer refreſhing ſha- 


dow is Chrift | if he do overſhadow the Soul , it 
may ftand in any place, in any condition, though 


times of Perſecution be neyer ſo hot. You know Chriſt 


was'a ſhidow in the fiery furnace, a ſweet refreſhing 
= ſhadow 
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ſhadow to the. three Children, there, he kept, offche 
heat, — RT 


Nay, Conſider further, all the ſhadows beſides Chriſt 


are periſhing , they are vaniſhing. ſhadows ;. they 


are truly compared unto ſhadows. ; Man watks.m 


a vain ſhadow ,.. whatever any, man fits down ;un- 


der, he fits under a vain ſhadow, it fiyes away 
preſently : you know the Propher ſays, all fleſhis orals, 
and the plory of it as the flower in the field, and 
what man would fit down under the ſhadow of grafls ? 
it's ſoon withered, and then the ſhadow 1s gone. 
What man will fit down under withering comforts ? 
they are cur down in a moment : and what are 
theſe ſhadows ? All creature comforts are like the 
ſhadow of Fonahs Gourd, it was a good refeſhing 
ſhadow while he had it, but the Lord prepared 
a worm , and it did eat the Gourd before the 
Morning, and when the Sun did ariſe it did ſcorch 
the head of Fonah, and made him faint and fick : 
why, ſo the Lord he doth ſerve Poor creatures 
like Fonah, when the creature is gone and the 


ſhadow is gone, when a man apprehends the wrath 


of the Lord, and the diſpleaſure of God, he hath 
nothing to ſhadow it; Oh what a hard affliction is 
this | what dangerous ſhadows are creature com- 
fort ro fit down under, which are prickling thorns 
and brambles.? _ A man. _ to. fit. down under. thorns 
when he might as well fit down under the Apple- 
tree : all creature comforts when a man fits down 
under them, if truſted in, they will prove tearing 
thorns, pricking thorns, and nothing but ſorrow 
in them ; now Chriſt he is a ſhadow wherein 
you may reſt, you may reſt upon Chrirſt and 
lean upon Chriſt, and he is of Infinite ſweet refreſhing 


and 
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and ſupport unto his people : take heed I ſay 
that you fir not down, under the ſhadow of any 
creature comfort, but under Chriſt , and then this 
will follow, you ſhall fit down under him with 
ſweet delight, and ſhall eat of his fruit , and this 
fruit will be ſweet to your taſte, But ſo much for this 
time. 
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I ſat under his ſhagow with great delight, and 
his fruit was ſweet to my taſte. as 


Gave you the ſeveral readings of the verſe : In 
his ſhadow I delired and fat , ſo ſome fay , in 
his ſhadow I defired that 1 might fit : others 
thus, In his ſhadow I delighted and ſat down ; I 
have delighted. I come to the Application. 

A word of Inſtrution. You fee that every thing 
that is in Chriſt is very uſeful;not ſo much as the ſhadow 
of Chriſt is uſeleſs : and if the ſhadow be ſo uſeful 


and defirable, what is the tree it ſelf, and what is 


the fruit that this tree brings forth? And if ſo, then 
by way of caution , I ſay, take heed of firting under 
the ſhadow of any one creature comfort. He that is 
not under the ſhadow of Chriſt, he is under the 
ſhadow of Death. It's a poor ſhadow that all creature 
comforts afford , it's a ſhadow that will not continue 
when the Sun (hall break forth at noon day. You 
know the natural ſhadow it goes up when the Son is 
at the higheſt, and when men have moſt need of the 
ſhadow,the ſhadow goes up,and thus is the ſhadow of all 
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ſecution, if it fits not under Chrifts ſhadow : the ſtony 


ground is ſoon withered, why, becauſe Chriſt did nor 
overſhadow it, Well then, I ſhall proceed to an uſe of 


Exhortation, and that is 

Uſe. Firſt, To ſpeak to ſuch as are ſtrangers to 
Chrift, to ſuch as for the preſent fic under the ſhadow 
of Death, and under the ſhadow of Hell and deſtruCtion. 
Oh that rhe Lord would perſwade your hearts to come 


and fit under the ſhadow of Chriſt ! Poor ſinners, you 


that are working the works of the Devil, you that 
are drudges to Satan, and your luſts, the baſe luſts of 
your. own hearts, you that have along time wearied 
your felves in the ſervice of fin , and ſpent your 


labour as the Prophet ſpeaks, for that which cannor. 


ſatisfie ; Oh that you would not be content to be 
perpetual-drudges to Satan. The Devil hath been wil- 
ling to make you drudpes, be not you willing ro make 
your ſelves everlaſting drudges ; Oh bethink of ſome 
reſting-place where you may fit down and reft from 
this labour, from. this bondage of Satan ; it may be 
whilſt you ,are under the purſuit of fin, you are not 
ſenſible of ir, you are not ſenſible of thoſe labours , 
pains and travails ofthe Soul. Ir fares with the poor 
ſinner as it fairs with a labouring man or a ſervant that 
is over-wrought ; it may be (eſpecially if he be uſed ro 


ic ) he feels ir not whilſt he is in it, he feels not the 


ach, nor the evil of it , but when the evening comes, 
when he: lies down for reſt, he feels then the fruit 
of lits former labour and travail in his bones ; and 

uy 


| 2 
creature comforts : in times of affliction, in times of WW 
diſtreſs when men have moft need of them, then SÞ- x 
the ſhadow of creature comforts leaves them ; but now--3Þ:-- 
Chriſts ſhadow.1t's always refreſhing, it continues even *Þ- | 
at noon day, he makes his flock to reſt at noon day. 
It's not poſtible for the Soul co hold cur in time of per- * 
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W” cruly fo it is with many a finner , whilſt they are in 
S- the purſuir of fin, they feel not the pain, they feel 
tnoW--3Þ;--not the ach, ay bur the time is coming, the evening 


S even *.F js coming, the night 1s coming , when they muſt le 
| day. | down, when they can no longer go on, when they 
fper- EY muſt whether they will or no reſt from that Labour; 
ſtony then certainly they will find and feel rhe ſmart of 
1 not their former drudgery and bondage in their Spirit : 
fe of | Our Lord Jeſus made that an argument , Fohs 9. 4. 
| JI muſt work the works of him that ſent me whilſt it's 
rs to day : The night cometh when 10 man can work ; but 
adow let me ſay the contrary to you, Oh don't work the 
tion. works of Satan whilft it's day , do not work the 
come works of fin all the day long, the night comes when 
you you muſt ceaſe the Jabour of fin, and then of a cer- 
that tain you will feel rhe ſmart of your pains and former 
ts of ſervices in fin; Oh then that the Lord would help 
arted you to conſider when you ſhall have a refting place , 
your when you ſhall fir down and reſt your Souls, before 
nnor. the ſtrength of your Spirits be ſpent in the labour of 
0 be fin : Ler me ſpeak this word in your ear and tell you, 
wil. the Lord Jeſus 1s willing that you ſhould fit down un- 
make der his ſhadow, here's a ſweet cool refreſhing reft- 
ſome ing-place for you to take up in: And let me fay 
from further for your incoyragement ro come under this 
y be ſhadow , 
- Not That the Lord Jeſus, he will keep you for the 
urs, future ; he will be a defence ro you, that your old 
poor Maſter ſhall not take you away again, and the Soul 
that whom Chrift hath raken to himſelf 1s free from the 
ed to bondage of fin, andif the Son make you free you ſhall 
the | be free indeed : if you fir under any ſhadow 
mes, but Chrift, the Devil, your lufts and your own hearts | 
fruic will ferch you back again: it may be you have far 
and down under your good works,vows, reſolutions, bumi- 


liations 
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ftanding all this, the Devil and the corruption of your 
own hearts have fetcht you back again ro the old 
ſlavery, and to the old bondage. Oh that you would 
truſt this (ſhadow of Chriſt, this is ſuch a ſhadow 
as Satan dare not come nigh , it's the ſhadow of the 
day , it's nor the thadow of the night, it's (uch a 
ſhadow 23 is dreadful unto the powers of darkneſs. 
What have we to do with thee, faith the unclean Spirit, 
thou art the ſon of the living God , of a certain Chriſt 
will be a defence unto you , and a proteCtion, and 
you ſhall nor ſix under your former ſlaverie and 
bondage, if once: you fit under his ſhadow ; Oh then 
that you would not toil your Spirits in the ſervice of fin 
an{ Satan ; Oh what a racking of the conſcience and 
ſoul have poor ſinners in the Service of Satan | They 
are ready io ſweat drops of water and blood, and 


they are not aware of it. Oh why will you tire your 


ſclves in the heat, and wearic and tire your ſelves , 
when as you might ſit down under ſuch a pleaſant ſha- 
dow as the ſhadow of Jeſus Chriſt 1s ? 

| 2. Uſe. Secondly, Let me ſpeak a word to Poor 
Souls that are ſenſible of their bondage and miſery 
by reaſon of ſin, ro ſuch as cry out with David in 
Pam 38. 4. for mine iniquities are gone over mine 
bead , as an heauy burden they are too beavie for me, 
Ob you ſay , you have travailed in the wilderneſs , 


liations and repentances, and the like,, yet notwith* 


and have ſer many a weary ſtep in a dry and barren 


wilderneſs where no water is, and neyer a tree for 


a ſhadow to ſhelter you; you dare fir down under 


the ſhadow of your own comforts and the creatures. - 


| righteouſneſs, you ſee there is no ſhelter but under 
the ſhadow of the Almighty. Well, let me tell you 
here's a tree of life that ſprings up in this your wil- 
derneſs, that caſts a ſhadow over your Souls , here 
yau 
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you may reſt in a cool ſhadow, here will be a deferce 
and a protection from the wrath of the Almighty. 
And let me ſay ( for your incouragement ) unto 
ou, 

F Firſt of all, That Chriſt is w:i#:7g you ſhould fir 
under his ſhadow, you have his own word for it , 
ſee what he ſpeaks in Math. 11. 28. Come to me all 
you that labour and are heavie laden, and 1 wili give 
you reſt ; Why do you ſtick {o longin that condi:ton, 
why do you ſay you are not laden enough ? you know: 
not whether your ſpirits be laden arighc or no, or 
whether you be made ſenſible enough of fin, or whe- 
ther you may be ſo bold, as to come to Chrift, and 
ſit under this his ſhadow. 

Chriſt: doth not offer himſelf upon any conditions, 
upon the condition of your wearinel's, It's not a con- 
ditional promiſe,bur it's an abſolute promiſe, it's a ſweet 
incouraging promiſe,come unto me you that are wearie, 
ſfays Chriſt, and 1 will prve you reſt. The Lord Jelus - 
forelaw that they were moſt apt to be diſcouraged, 
poor labouring Souls, ſuch as were preft with the guilr 
and burden of fin, and he knew that they were ſuch as 
were fearful in coming in unto him, bur ſays he, come ye 
that are laden and wearie, and Iwill give you reſt, but 
then, 


2. Secondly, Again, The Lord Jeſus he is not only 


willing that you ſhould fir under his ſhadow , but he 


will be a defence unto you under this ſhadow ; you 
ſay you are hunted and purſued by Satan , you are 
hunted with wrath , Oh then that you wouid flee 
unto Chriſt, go now and fit under his ſhadow, there 
is no other ſhadow can defend you but this ſhadow 
of Chriſt. Adam you know he ran away from God 
when he was guiltie, he goes and runs his head 1n- 
to the buſhes, but the Lord found him our 3 there 
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'S no creature can be your defence, What ſays the P/al- 
miſt, Pſal. 139. 7. Thou haſt beſet me behind and before, 
&c.whither ſhall /go from rySpirit, or whither ſhall I flee 
from thy preſence ? there's no place of ſafetie but only 
n this ſhadow of Chriſt, and he is a ſure defence , If 
it ſhould rain Storms of fire and Brimſtone, if once in 
Chrift,this ſh2dow will keep off all the heat of wrath;for 
be 1s a ſafe and ſure delence, Nay let me ſay, 

3- Thirdly, Furcher for your incouragement, The 
Lord Jeſus he will not deal Treacherouſly with you 
when you turn 1n unto him ; If you take under his 

| ſhadow, he will not deal reacheroully with you, when #} 
You flee from the purſuic of your enemy , he will | 
reſcue, ſave and deliver : The Lord Jeſus he will 2 
not deal treacherouſly with. thoſe that come under his |}? 
ſhidow , there 1s no drop of wrath {hall fall from this 
tree to thoſe that are under his ſhadow ; the Lord 
Jeſus he never made any prey upon Poor creatures 
that turn into him for ſhadow and reſt. 

Ay but wil] he not betray me into the hands of ab 
of rhole that ſeck miy ſoul to deſtroy it ? 

No ceriainly , Chriſt will not deal ſo with you, 
his honour is engaped ro rhe CONtTary. You know what 

Lot faid concerning thoſe two ſtrangers that . came in 
to him, when they came to him for ſhadow, he would 
not deliver them, he would let go his life firſt, Ge. 

19. Sd. jor tuerefore came they under the ſhadow 
of my roof, When they came under his ſhadow for 
protection, Lot would not beſo baſe as to betray them. 
He reils them he bath rwo Daughters that are undefiled, 
and he will rather deliver them into their hands than he 
. will deliver thoſe ſtrangers , who took ſhelter under 
his roof ; why, ſofays Chriſt, i { wrath ſhouſd demand 
'yeu or juſtice thould Faney you, I wil: not let you | 
go, he will rather ſay, let my Daugluters £0 for it, 2 MY 
body 


Chriſt compared to an Appio-tree, G3 
body or Soul go for it , rather than they ſhall go 


'my ſelf ſhall go for it : thus Poor diſconſolate Soul, 


you ſee Chritt he will nor betray you unto thoſe 
who ſeek your Souls ro deſtroy them. Bur 

3. Uſe. Again, Thirdly, a word to thoſe that have 
intereſt in Chriſt ; Oh that you would make more uſe 
of this thadow of Jeſus Chriſt : That Chriftians would 
ſic more under Chriſts ſhadow, make uſe of it. 

I. Firſt of all, Work all your works under this 
ſhadow : Whatever you have to do for God, or for 
your Souls, or for eternity z whatſoever your 
hand finds to do, be ſure you do it under tits ſhadow : 
it's hard working in the open Sun in the heat of ſum- 
mer, it makes mens [abours very uncomfortable, it adds 
to their royl ; bur if they work under a' ſhadow, it's 
a {weet refreſhment to him, and it's a great eaſe to 
his work, he toiles and (ſweats leſs and with leſs pains - 
ſoChriſtians if you ſer your ſelves directly under Chriſt 
when ever you have any work to do jor God,or concer- 
ning your ſouls, or when ever you have any burden 
that is too heavie, fer your (:lves under Chriſt, through 
Chriſt you may doall things, and you may bear your 
burdens wich a greatdeal of more caſe and comfort ; the 
Soul under Chriſt feels nor the weight, nor burden 
which would fink another that 1s not under this ſha- 
dow, 

2, And then again, Secondly, as you ſhould work 
all your works under this ſhadow , fo be ſure to Walk, 
under this ſhadow : I ſay walk under this ſhadow in 
the whole courſeof your walking with God ;: Walk 
in the ſhadow, and it will be a great deal more 
comfortable unto you : Why, the Lord Jeſus himſelf 
delights to walk with the Soul when it's under the 
ſhadow. of this ſun. God came and walked in theGarden, 
Gen, 34 in the cool of the day, God delights to walk- 
E 2 with 
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'S no Creature can be your defence, What ſays the P/al- 
miſt, Pſal. 139. 7. Tron haſi Rob me behind and before, 


CC. whither ſoxll 4 £8 jrom nyopirit, or whither ſn: I flee 


Jrov ty preſence ? (here's no p:ace of fateiie but only 


mn ih.s ſhadow of Chit, andhe ts a ſure defence ; If 
It Rows raln S:0rm5 Of fire and Brimſtone, if once in 
Chrift,chis ſhadow wiil Keep off all the heat of wrath,tor 
be 1s a iatz and ſure delence, Nay let me lay, 

3. Tiirdly, Further for your incouragement, The 
Lord Jelus he will not dea! Treacherouſly with you 
wan you turn in unto him ; If you take under his 
ſhidow, he will not deal. treacheroully viith you ; when 
V ou fee from che puriuic of your enemy , he will 
reſcue, ſave and deliver : The Lord Jeſus he will 
0c Ges) treacherovily with thoſe that come under his 
{Nidow , there 15 no drop of wrath {hall fall from this 
tree to tiole that are under his ſhadow ; the Lord 
Jelus ne never made any prey upon Poor Creatures 
that LPN In oO O1im for ſhadow and reſt. 

AY ut will be not betr A1Y Ie into tie hands of bers 
of thoſe that feek niy foul ro deſtroy it ? 

No cer: ainly , Curitt will nor deal {o with you, 
bis honour 15 eng _ £01] F LOLALY. You know what 
Lot (aid concernins th if wo frrangers that came in 
to lim, when they came to him for ſhadow, he would 
not deliver them, he would let go his life firſt, Ger. 
19.8: for twere fore cane they under the jſnaaow 
of wy roof, When they came unger his ſhadow for 
Protection, Lot Wouid nut be ſo bale as to betray them. 
He teils them he bath rwo Dauvhters that are undefiled, 
and he will r: aherds liver them in;o their hands than he 
will deliver thoſe ſtrangers, wie took fhelter under 
tis root ; wity, folays Cariſt, 1t wrain ſhouſd demand 
Yeu or juitice [hood demand you, I witi nat Jet you 
So, he Will rather izy, let my Daugluers zo for it , My 
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bady or Soul go for it, rather KB they {hall g 
my felf ſhall go for it ; thus Poor diſconſolate Sou F; 
you ſce Chritt Ie will nor bzray you unto hoe 
who ſeek your Souls to deſtroy them. Bur 

3. rig Again, Thirdly, a word to thoſe that have 
intereſt 1n Chriſt : Oh that you would make more uſe 
of this ſhadow of Jeſus C! when : That Chriftians would 
fic more under Chriſts ſhadow, make ule of it. 

I. Firſt of all, Work ail your works under this 
ſhadow : V/daiever Tu have to do for God, or for 
your Souls , or for eternity > wh atfoever Your 
hand fiads to do, be ſure you do It under thts ſhadow 3 
it's hard working in the open Sun 1n the heat of ſum= 
mer, it makes mens [abours very uncomſorciable, it adds 
:0 their toyl ; bur if they work under a ſhadow, it's 
a {weet refreſh ment to him, and 1t's a great exſe to 
his work, he toiles and ſweats leſs and wit] RINT 5 Pains - 
ſoChriſtians if you ſet your ſelves directly under Chriſt 
wen ever you have any work io do lor Go 4,07 COncer- 
ning your fouls, or when ever you nave any burden 
that is too heavie, fer your ſclves under Chriit, through 
Cirift you may do all : Tings , End you may bear your 
burdens wi.h a greatdeal of more cafe and comiort , the 
Soul under {hrift feels no: the weighs, nor burden 
which would fink anvther rat 1s not under this ſha- 
Low, 

2, And then again, Secondly, as you ſhould work 
21] your works under this ſhadow , ſo be ſure co Walk 
under this ſhadow : I ſay walk under this ſhadowin 
the whole courſeot your walking with God : Walk 
in tae ſhadow, and it will be a great deal more 
comfortable uaro you : Why, the Lord Jeſus himſel£ 
delights to walk with the Soul when it's under the 


thadow. of this ſun, God came and walked in theGarden, 
(zen, 3+ in the cood of the day, God delights to walk 
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with the Soul when i:'s under the ſhadow of Chriſt , 
he delights there ro manifeft himſelf much to the Soul. 
Oh it's hot walking with God when the poor creature 
is not under the ſhadow of Chriſt; why, the preſence 
of God, the very preſence of God will be very hor 
and uncomfortable, if the Soul be not under the ſha- 
dow of Chriſt; Ye can't fee my face and live - then 
be ſure you ſet your ſelves under the ſhadow of Chriſt 
In all your walkings with God : When you pray , 
pray under this ſhadow, ſer your ſelves under this ſha- 
dow ; and ſo when you hear, read , and meditate, in 
the whole courſe and way of your walking, be ſure 
you ſet your ſelves under this ſhadow of Chriſt. 
®ueft, But you will fay, what ſhadows of Chriſt 
ihould you fit under, walk under and work under ? 

Anſw. 1. 1 Anſwer, Firſt of all,look to the Humane 
nature of Chriſt, that isa ſweet comfortable ſhadow 
through which you may fee the face of God, I ſay 
the human Nature of Chriſt it's a ſhadow,a vail through 
which you may behold the face of God : God our 
of Chriſt is a great way off, and you cannot ſee the 
face of God he is ſo glorious, he is too glorious for 
your eye, you'can't behold him: Ay but God in our 
nature, look upon God as he hath taken our nature up 
unce himſelf, and there you may ſee God nigh unto 
the poor creature , it's very comfortable to look up 
unto God through Chriſt, upon or through the ſhadow 
of the fleſh of Chriſt. 

2. Secondly, And then Secondly , make uſe of the 
ſufferings of (friſt : thoſe are ſhadows that Chriſtians 
ſhould always walk under, and work under, and con- 
template under ; as I faid before, they were terrible 


ſhadows to Chriſt, they were ſhadows of the night unto | 


Chriſt : Ay but they are comfortable ſhadows; all thar 
Chriſt ſuffered, and every paſſage of his ſufferings , 
even 
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even the very ſhadow of Death that went over his head, 
it's a ſweet and comfortable ſhadow unto his people 
that ſir ,under him in it : Now poor ſouls fitting under 
theſe ſhadows there 15 a great dealto be ſeen,and the Soul 
by faith firs under theſe ſhadows : and under theſe 
ſhadows of the ſufferings of Chriſt, Oh thegloriqus ſight 
that ir may have by faich, bere it may ſee Juſtice 
and mercy meeting, and kiſs each other, here it may 
ſee Juſtice reconciled and fin carried out and everlaſting 
righteouſneſs brought in : here it may ſee reconciliation 
purchaſed, and a way made for thoſe that were afar off 
ro come nigh unto God : here it may ſee deliverance 
from that wrath which is to come ; it may ſee Death, 
Hel), fin and Satan and all trodden under foot ; here 
it may ſee all grace, and all ſtrength purchaſed by 
Chriſt; here it may ſeea door of grace,and a doorof Life 
i open, and Oh what a glorious {ight may the Soul ſee 
there ! 

3-Again, Thirdly, ſit under the Ordinances of Chrift, 
take heed you neglect not theſe ſhadows of Chriſt , 
and look art all the ordinances as ſhadows of Chriſt : 
this is the way to uſe ordinances aright : men and 
women never uſe ordinances aright untill ſuch time as 
they look upon ordinances under this notion and con- 
ſideration,as they are ſhadows of Chriſt, as they repre- 
ſent Chriſt and hold forth ſomething of Chriſt, Take 
3n Ordinance as it's out of Chriſt, and 1's a ſhadow 
indeed, a meer ſhadow, a (hadow of ſhadows , but take 
the ſhadow as it's in Chrift, and then it's a glorious 
ſhadow, and holds forth abundance of ſweetneſs and 
grace and comfort and refreſhment , and then be ſure 
you keep under Chriſt inthe ordinance z whenthe Soul 
thus looks ppon ordinances, as (ſhadows oi Chriſt,then 
ordinances are ſweet and refreſhing, and the Soul may 
ſee cauſe for ever to bleſs the Lord that hehath provided 
= VIM E 3 ſhadows 
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{hadows for poor Souls to fir under , that's a Third 
particular, 

Again, Fourthly,youthat have Intereſt in Chriſt know 
it's not enough to R under his ſhadow, but delight your 
ſelves in fitting under his ſhadow : be like tothe ſpouſe 
in this, ſhe fits and firs with delig hr under this ſhadow 
of Chrift, 

©ueſt, But you will fay, what 1s it to fit under the 
{hadow of Chriſt with delight > when may a Soul be 
{21d to fir under the ſhadow of Chriſt with delight,under 
the ordinances? 

Anſw, Delight, it's a complacency and reft which 
the ſoul takes 'ofa ſuitable good ; fo that then the ſoul 
may be ſaid ro delight in Chriſt, or under the ſhadow 
of Chrit, whenas it reſts and rakes up in Chriſt , 
as in the moſt ſuitable good ; Oh what 1s ſo re- 
freſning, and fo ſuitable to a poor weary traveller as 
a comfortable refreſhing ſhadow is to ſir under ? And 
Oh ſo, what ſo ſuitable to a poor weary ſoul as the 
comfertable ſhadow of Chriſt to fir under > When the 
foul doth thus apprehend this ſuitableneſs of Chriſt to 
ir, Ohhere's a (itable ſha dow, here's apreit ſhadow, 
it's ſong and large,it's able to cover multitudes of cran(- 
Sreſitons; here's a might ſhadow.rhat can fence off abun- 
dance of wrath and Uiſpleaſure, My fin hath reachr 
up to hcaven, but here's a ſhadow that is higher than 
ine Hecayens ; here's the ſhadow of the day, a refreſhing 
fhadow, and how ſuitable is that to a Poor foul, that 
hath fac long under the ſhadows of the night, the 
ſnadows of darkneſs, or the ſhadow of death? When the 
Soul doth thus look upon Chriſt 2s the moſt ſuitable 
So0d, and {o to take up in him, then may the {foul be 
ſaid io fi; down wich delight under Chrifts ſhadow, Burt 
then as. 1n, 


EP Secondly, What a man Gclights in, that: he 1s 
continualy 
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continually taken up withal , his thoughts they run ou® 
much upon it ; $6 the ſoul that deli ghrs in Chrilt , 
fi:s under Chrifts ſhadow with delight, it's much inthe 
meditation of Chr ſt, continually taken up with Chriſt» 
Whar ſays the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 1. His delight is in the 
Law of the Lord , and in his law doth he meditate 
day and night : His delight 15 in the Law of the Lord, 
_ how is that known 2 | by his continual meditation of 
: Iknow a gracious beart it may be weighed down 
by the prevalency of corruption, ay but 1t looks upon 
it as a burden, it crys out, Oh Lord how long ſhall 
my ſpirit cleave to the duſt ! -or with Paulin Row. 7. 
Wyo ſhall deliver me from this body of ſin and death ? 
from thiscarnal hearr, and this ſenſval frame of ſpirit ? 
He is never well but when with Chriſt, he 1s then in 
his Element, Oh then how doth he rejoyce when he 


ſees Chriſt lifred up and transfigured on the mount ? 


Oh then it's good to be here always, ler me never go. 
down, but let me always live with God : here's a ſoul 
lifted up with . delight in Chrift, 

3, Avain,Thirdly,what the ſoul delights in,that it de- 
ſires, and deſires more of : a ſoul that delights in Chrift, 
it deſires more of Chriſt, more communion with Chriſt, 
more acquaintance with Chrift , it's never fſatisfi-d : 
See what David lays, Pſalm 119, 174. I have longed 
for thy ſalvation O Lord, and thy Law uw my delight : 
when the Law was his delight, he ionged for the {alvag 
tion of God , how did his ſoul long for God and after 
Chriſt ? he expreſſes i It 1n Pſalm 42.1. As the hart 
panteth after the water-brooks, ſo doth my ſoul after 
thee O God: asthe hart panteth and breatheth after che 
water-brooks , ſo his foul parted after God, and when 

| ſhall he get nigher God ; Whey ſhall 1 come and appear 
before thee? The defires of the Soul prepare the ſoul for 
| | E 4 delight , 


— ——— - —w—_ we 
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{hadows for poor Suls to fit under , that's z Third 
Particular, 

__ Again, Fourthly,youthat have Intereſt in Chriſt know 
it's nut EN .ouph to It under his ſhadow, but delight your 
ſelves in fitting under his ſhadow : be like tothe ſpouſe 
kn this; ſhefits and fits with delight under this ſhadow 
of Chriſt, 

Oueſt But YOU v1 [2y, what 1s1t to fit under the 
thadow of Chrift with delight 2 when may a Soul be 
#z1d to fir under the ſhadow of Chriſt with delight, under 
the ordinances ? 

Anſiy, Delight, 11's a complacency and reft which 
the ſoul takes 'ofa ſuitable goud ; fo that then the ſoul 
may be fa1d ro deightt Chrif , Or under the ſhadow 
of Chrit, whenas 1t wo and takes up in Chriſt , 


as in the moſt ſuiable good; Oh what 1s ſo re- 
reſins, and fo orable (04 poor weary travelier as 


' 


2 comtyrt: - _ refreſning {hadow is to ficunder? And 
Q! lo, whar fo {u itable tO 4 poor weary foul as the 
Comtkeriah eds of Chi on to fir under > When the 


foul dof Ft) US APPLE: ty! 5s ſuitableneſs of Chriſt to 
I Oh here's a {{ able {na pa , herc £agre: t t ſNadow, 
L's i ON ig : ot largeiir's 4'-le to cover mult! tudes of crank- 
&retons; here's a might ſhadow, tan: can tence eos bun - 


cance of wraih and Uilpleafure, " fin hath reacht 
UD to haven , but here's 4 had ow that is higher than 
Inc Havens : ; h \ere's the {t; 100W 0 fine © day, A r<[rclhing 
Inatow, ard how ſuitable 1s thar to a Por foul, that 
ia:h fac. Jons under the ſh:dows & the niohc, the 
Inadows of darknefs,or the ſhadow of death? W /henthe 
Soul doth 11> look upon Chriſt as the moſt ſuitable 
gr d, and {1 io take up in DU then may rhe foul be 
tatdto f1. down wi wh delig! 't under Chrifts ſh:duw. Bur 
then a9 1n, 

2, Seco! div, What a man Gclights in, that he 1s 
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continually taken up withal , his jonghes they. run ol 
much upon ts: 55 the fo! 1 that del; ;zhts in Chriſt, 
fi:s under Chriits ſhadow with ddipht, 1's much inte 
meditation of Chr ft, concinualiyrik: 1 Up with Chriſte 
What lays the Pſalmift, Ffal. 1. His deli bt 18 in the 
Law of the Lord, andin hts law doth he meditate 
day ana nnht : His de 1ght 1; in the Law cf the Lord, 
and how is that known 2 vy kis continual muditation of 
it : Iknow a gracious beart ir may be- weighed down 
by the prevalency of corruption, ay but it locks upon 
it as a burden, 1t crys out, Oh Lord how lons fhall 

my ſpirit clcave to the duſt | or with Pant in Row. 7. 
Wyo fhall deliver me from this boay of {'/n and death ? 
from ithiscarnal hearr, and this ſenſual frame of ſpirit ? 
He 1s never wel] but when with Chriſt, he is then in 
his i-lement, OR then how doth he rejoyce when he 
ſees Chriſt lifted up and transhpured on ihe mount ? 
Oh then it's good to be here always, ler me never £0. 
down, hut [et me always live with God : here's a ſoul 
lifted up with delight in Chrift, 

3, Again Thirdly, what the ſoul delishts in,that it de- 
ſires, and deſires more of : a ſoul that delights i in Chrift, 
it defires more of Chriſt, more communion with Chrift, 
more rpnrance with Cairift , it's never ſa1isf1-d : 
See what David lays, Pſalm 1 19, 174. 1 have longed 
for thy ſalvation O Lord, and iny Law x my delioht : 
when the Law was his: aelight, he ionged for the {al[va; 
tion of God , how did his ſoul | lons for God and after 
Chriſt 2 he expreſles it in Pſalz 42. As the hart 
panteth after the water-brooks, Fa doth my foul after 
thee O God: asthe hartpanteth and brextheth after che 
water-b! RO » fo his fout! panted after Goa, and when 
ſhall he get nigher God ; Wren ſhall Tome and eppear 
vefore thee? The aevrex of the Soul prepare the ſoul for 
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delight,and ſtretch the ſoul wide for delight,when it ſhall 
enjoy that which it doth defire. : 

4. Again, Fourthly, delight in the ſoul doth beger 
ſtrong deſires in the ſoul, that it may enjoy more ofGod, 
and the ſoul that is thus carried out after Chriſt, defires 
to ſee him more, and toenjoy him more,defires to do all 
in Chrift,to work under his ſhadow, and to delight under 
his ſhadow, to contemplate under his ſhadow, and walk 
under his ſhadow, then may the ſoul be ſaid to delight 
in Chriſt. 

Well then poor ſouls, what care ſhould you take to fit 
under the ſhadow of Chrift,to ſit and to ſit under his ſha- 
dow with greatdelight : with the more delight you fit 
under the ſhadow of Chriſt, the more do you expreſs 
the power of grace,and the power of Godlineſs, for cer- 
tainiy 1t's the excellency of a Chriſtian, and the excellen- 
cy of Srace, that the ſoul can be taken up with delight in 
Chriſt : as it is with the finfulneſs of fin, it's the height 
of wickedneſs and fin, when the ſinner delights in fin, 
when he doth not only a& in fin, but delight in ſin, and 
in doing evil , even ſo when the Soul doth not think 
enough to do that which is good, but deſires to do it with 
delight, and can delight in God and delight in Chriſt, 
and delight in grace and holineſs, delight in doing for 
God, and delight in ſuffering for God, the more you de- 
light in Chriſt, the more ſhall you expreſs the power of 
Orace. 

Y 5. But again, conſider what cauſe you(have toex- 
preſs your delight in Chriſt : remember what delight 
theLord Jeſus took in fitting under theſe ſhadows(which 
were moſt uncomfortable to him ) for your ſakes; /o 1 
come to do thy will, O my God, 1n the 40. Pſalm 8.1 
aelight to do thy will O my God, yea thy Law ts within 
my heart, |t was hard work to Chriſt , and yet he de- 
lig'iced in ir, becauſe it was his fackers work, and be 
| cauſe 
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cauſe your ſouls wete concerned in it; it was the work 
of your redemption, and though it was a bitter cup, yer 
the Lord Jeſus took delight in jt : 1f Chriſt delighted 
in theſe uncomfortable ſhadows , in the ſhadow of 
Death for your ſakes, Oh why ſhould not you expreſs 
the comfort and Joy of your hearts, in taking delighc 
in being under his ſhadow? Apain, Chriſt, he 1s the 
delight of God the-Father : in 1/a.4-2. 1. It's the father 
that ſpeaks of his ſon, he ſpeaks of Chriſt , Bebold my 


Servant whow T uphold, mine Eleft in whom my ſoul de - 


lights , he would have you not only behold him as a 
ſervant, but as bis Elet in whom he delights : now if 
he be the delight of his father , what cauſe have you 
chen to make him the delight of your Souls? 

Nay further, It's the way to have all the deſires of your 


hearts to be ſatisfied, to be filled , there's an expreſs 


place for that, in Pſa. 37. 4..Delight thy ſelf alſo in the 
Lord, and he ſhall give thee the deſires of thing heart : 
He was ſpeaking before that he ſhould not fret becauſe of 
the wicked, yeathink that they have all that heart can 
wiſh, but you are miſtaken, their deſires are nat ſatisfied, 
the more they drink, the more they thirſt, they arenot 
ſatisfied in the enjoyment of any creature comfort ; bur 
I will ſhew you the way of ſatisfaction, delight in the 
Lord, and he ſhall give thee the defires of thine heart , 
it's the way to more grace and more ſtrength, it's 
the way to be more able to do for God,3nd more able to 


{uffer for God,and abundance corges in, in thisway in 


delighting in Chriſt : when the Lord hath brought the 
ſoul into this frame once, to take delight in Chrift,un- 
der ſome ſhadows of Chrift , Chrift he is not far off 
from that Soyl, but will fatisfie and reveal himſelf to 
that Soul in a moſt glorious manner : ſeee Mal. z.1, 
Behold I will ſend my meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare the 
way before me ; and the Lord whom ye ſeek ſhall ſudden- 


ly 
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ly come to his temple, even the meſſenger of the Covenant 
whom ye delight in; and he ſhall come-ſuddenly, he is 
not far off, and this 1s an evidence of this his coming,that 
he ſtirs you up to ſeek him and to delight in himſelf, ro fit 
under the ſhadow of Chriſt with delight, Oh then Chriſt 
he will come, and will come ſuddenly, andto manifeſt 
himſelt ina more glorious manner to that Soul that doth 
thus delight in him. 

Well then, to conclude, I beſcech you Brethren that 
you would look up to the Lord to have this frameof Spi- 
Fit wrought in your hearis, Do not think it enough to 
have theſe ſhadows, bur delight your fouls under theſe 
ſhadows. Chriſt calls for 2 great deal of delight from you 
to himſelf : heis a moſt comfortable ſhadow, a moſt | 
pleaſant ſhadow, he 1s as the:ſhadow of a tree, and as the 
thadow ofa great rock in a weary Land : and as he is of 
great benefit to you , ſo he calls for much delight from 
you ; Behold Tbring you tia;ngs of great joy, fays the 
Angel to the ſhepherds ; where Chrift 1s, there's tidings 
of great joy : and ſo when Chriſt draws nigh to your 
fouls in his ſhadows, he expects there ſhould be great 
Joy and delight in him, that you ſhould ſolace your ſelves 
under theſe ſhadow of Chriſt, fit down and meditate 
under theſe ſhadows : whilft you look under the Suffer- 
ings of Chreſt and ordinances of Chriſt, fee what a 
glorious proſpect the Lord hath fer before your eyes , 
that you may take preat delight : delight in every ſha- 
dow of Chrift, delight in his ordinances, fer your ſelves 
under theſe ſhadows ; Ir's ſaid thoſe that were ſick and 
diſeaſed,they laid them inthe high waythat the ſhadow of 
Peter might go over them ; ſhall the ſhadow of Perey 
heal diſeaſed bodies? why it's Chriſt under whoſe ſha- 
dow who ever comes.will heal diſeaſed Souls, and he is 
greatly to be delighted in, he 1s a {ect refreſhing ſha- 
dow. hat SE Ro 
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I ſat down under His chal with oreat delight, 
ana His Fr ui ns to m) Taſte. 


£7 Shewed you what is this ſhadow of Chriſt. oy 
5 what iti1s for a ſoul to fit under this ſhadow : 
4 1 madeApplication the laſt day:Bur I ſhall proceed 
kB tothe laſt clauſe of the verſe, and h:s fruit was 


ſwee tomy taſte, 


I have conſidered the ſhadow , now for the tree 
it ſelf,and his fruit was ſweet to my taſte, Here 1s another 
benchr comes in by Chriſt ! It's a mercie to fit under 
a ſhadow : a Poor weary man in a wilcernieis rejoyces 
that he finds the ſhadow of a fruitful iree to fit un- 
dcr, where he may not only fir and reft him, but fat 
and eat with delight, hel account this a double mercie : 
and truly thus beneficial is Chriſt to his ſervants, he 
1s willing they ſhould fit under his ſhadow, and he is 
willing they ſhould eat of his fruit, and it's the ſweeteſt 
and the moſt deleRable and del (ohtt ful fruit thar ever 
poor creature taſted : The aſte 15 one of the exter- 
nal ſenſes, the Obje& of it is meat and drink, here it's 
applyed to the and man, to that taſte the ſoul 
hath of Chriſt by | faith, becauſe the foul it RY 
C iriſt 
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ly come to his temple, even the meſſenger of the Covenant 
whom ye alight in 3 and he ſhall come ſuddenly, he is 
not far off ; and thi is 15 an evidence of this his coming,that 
he flirs you up to ſeek firm and to delight in himfelt. ro fit 
under the ſhadow of Chriſt with del; hr, Oh then Chriſt 
he will come, and will come ſuddenly, andto manileſt 
himſelt ina more Slorious manner to that Soul that corh 
thus delight in him. 

Well then, © conclude, T beſcech you Brethren that 
you would look up to ihe Lord to have this fremeof Spi- 
rit wrought in your hearis, Do not think 1t enouch to 
have thele ſhadows, bur delight your fouls under thele 
{nadows. Chriſt cails for 2 creat dei} of delicht from you 


to himſelf ; heis a moſt comfortable ſha adow: 2 moſt 


pleaſant {hadow, he 1s a5 theafhadow of a tree, and 5s the 
thadow of 4 great rock in a weary Land :; and as he isof 
Oreat benefit 50 you, fo hecals for much delight from 
you ; Behold T bring you tia:1ng5 of orcat joy, lays the 
Angel 10 the hepherds; whe ere C hriſt is there's idings 
of great joy : and ſo when Chriſt draws nigh to your 
fouls in his ſhadows, he expects there ſhould be great 
joy and deiight in him, ping vou ſhould ſolace your {clves 
under theſe ſhadow of Chriſt, fir down and meditate 
under theſe ſhadows : till you look under the Suſfer- 
ings of Chreſt and ordinances of Chriſt, fee what a 
elorious proſpect the Lord hath fer before your eyes , 

chat you may take great delight : delight in every ſha- 
dow of Chrift, delight in his ordinances, fer your ſelves 
under theſe ſhadows ; Ir's ſaid thoſe that were ſick and 
diſeaſed, they [1d them inthe high waythat the ſhadow of 
Peter might go over them ; {hail the ſhadow of Perey 
heal diſcaſed bodies? why it's Chriſt under whoſe ſha- 
dow who ever comes will hea! diſcaſed Souls, and he is 
greatly to be deJighted in, he 1s a [cer refreſhing ſha- 
dow. | SE R- 
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! . 
7 ſat dove under Fis Shadow with area 1; 0 light, 
and His Fru't was ſweet to my Tajle, 
F 


Shewed you what is this ſhadow of Chriſt. and 
what 1t 15s for a ſoul to fit under this ſhadow : 

I madeApp'icarion the laſt day:Bur i ſhall proceed 
tO the laſt ate oi the verie, and 1:5 fruit was 


[wee tomy taſte. 


1 have conſidered the ſhadow , now for the tree 
it felt, and bis 5 fruzt was ſweet to ry taſte, Here 1s another 
bencfhr comes in by Chriſt | li's a mere io ſic under 
a ſhadow : a Poor weary man in a wiluer nic: reJoyces 
that he finds the thadow pf. 4 fruitful tree to fc un- 
dcr, where fie may not only fir and if} him, but fit 
and eat with deliohe, hel ACCOUNt tris 4 COubC mercie : : 
and truly thus beneficial is Cl rift to Fiis ſcryants,, he 
1s willing they ſhould fit under his thy ; and he is 
willing they ſhould cat of his irui: and 11's the ſweete 

and the moſt deleQable and d< tighn of few thar ever 
poor creature taſted ; The iafte 1s one of ih Ie EXLET = 
nal ſenſes, the Obje& of it is macat 2nd drink, here n's 
applyed to the inward man, to tliat Laſt - "the ſo) 

hath of Chrift by fauÞb, becauſe ihe foul it doth rat 
Cirift 
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Chriſt, and it doth taſte the ſweet fruit of Chriſt, and 
it finds pleaſure inthem, in feeding upon Chriſt : 
eyen as the palate doth find-delight in ſayorie meats 
and delightful drinks : 1 ſhewed Chriſt yields both 
ſhadow and fruit : you ſee the mercies that Chriſt 
gives to [is people, they are compleat mercies, for 
he is a compleat and a perfe&t ſaviour : he is not only 
a ſhadow , he 1s not only a defence unto them , he 
doth not only keep off evil, he doth not only keep off 
the ſcorching beams of the ſun, he doth not only keep 
off the wrath and diſpleaſure of the Father, but he is 
a pleaſant ſhadow and yields pleaſant fruit, under whom 
they may fit, and eat with delight and pleaſure. So 
he is a perfect ſaviour : he1s not only a privative but 
a poſitive Salvation ; this is that which the Lord holds 
forth to Abraham , ſays he, I am thy buckler, and 
thy exceeding great reward : I am thy buckler, there's 
the ſhadow,and I am thy exceeding great reward,there's 
- the fruit which the Lord gives him to feed upon. 
Chriſt doth not only deliver from wrath, but he brings 
in Life, glory and ſalyation, in Dar. g. 24. Seventy 
Weeks are determined upon thy people, and upon thy 
holy City, to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and to make an 
end of ſins; and to make reconciliation for iniquitie, 
and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, &c, he ſhall 
Carry out Fn, and bring in righteouſneſs; to take off 
fin chat's not enough, but to brings in righteouſneſs, an 
everlaſting righteouſneſs, far more glorious andexcel- 
lent than the righteouſneſs of men, or Angels, he 
ſhall deliver his people from the fear of death , this 
is a mercie : bur that's not all, Chriſt, he brings in a 

lorious hope, hope of life, hope of glory ; who bath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope, lays the Apoſtle, 
He doth not think it enough to deliver his people 
from the Slavery of fin, but he tranſlates them into. 
the 


=_— 
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the freedom and liberty of the Sons of God, hedeli- 
vers them from the power of fin, and he puts chem un- 
der the power of grace, he brings them out of the King- 
dom of darkneſs, and he brings them into the King- 
dom of his own glorious light ; it was not enough , 
to free them from wrath, to ſave them from hel, bur 
he will put them into the poſſeſſion of glory , and 
therefore he prayes his Father in Fob 17. that be 
would let them be where he ts : he hatch been a ſhadow 
to them, but that's nor enough, they ſhall eat of his fruit, 
let them be with me where I am that they may behold the 
glory thou baſt given me,which is and which was before 
the foundations of the world were laid; And 

I. Firſt, therefore brethren ler your expeQations 
and faich be according co the largeneſs of the heart of 
Chriſt, don't think it enough that you fit under his 
ſhadow, that the Lord Chrift is one that can free you 
from wrath, don'c think chat enough ; bur look further 
to taſte of his fruir, look up for thoſe joyes and con- 
ſolations of his Spirit, which he 1s willing to pour 
into your fouls, as well as to free your ſouls from 
the apprehenſion of wrath; and ſo don'c think it enough 
that you are delivered from the flavery and bon- 
dage of fin, that fin hath not dominion oyer you, 
don't think that enough, bur look out further for the 
life of Chrift to be revealed in you, to be manifeſted 
unto you, for life and righteouſneſs to raign glori- 
ouſly in your hearts, let your expectations be according 
to the largeneſs of the heart of Chrift. And then 

2. Secondly, you ſhould deal with the Lord Chrift 
as he deals with you. He did not think privative ſal- 
vation enough; it was not enough to make a ſhadow, 
for you, but he prepares fruit for you : and therefore 
don't think it enough that you have bare negative 
bolinefs, that what you do 15 not againſt Chrift, a 
caat 
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that you do what you do for Chriſt ; for he that 7s 
mot with me ( ſays Chriſt ) zs againſt me. Don't think 
ic enough, that you paſs your cime and ſpend your 
dayes, wichour being conſcious of any wilful Sii, ing, 
bur whar you do from day to day, deal with Chriſt as 
he deals with you, thar you may lift up his name , 
and honour him who w:ll in due time honour and lift 
up you. That's the firſt particular, Again, 

2. Secondly, Chriſt brings you firſt unto the ſha- 


dow, and then he pives of his fruit to ear, and then. 


he cauſes you to taſte of his fruit. Becauſe ſhe 
was brought under his ſhadow, therefore ſhe ſhall ear 
of his fruic ; fee how the Lord doth make one mercy 
to: be the beginning of another mercie unto his people : 
it's Gods ordinary way of dealing with his Servants , 
becauſe he hath thown them-mercy , therefore he 
will ſhewthem mercy, becauſe he hath brought them 
under his ſhadow, he will have them to eat of his fruit, 
See Gen, 18. 17, 18. Shall I bide from Abraham that 
thing which I do, \ays God, ſeeing Avraham ſhall ſurely 
become a great ana mi gnty nation, and all the nations of 
the earth (hall be bleſſed in him ? 1n his ſeed, inthe Meſ- 
fiah that ſhail come out of his loins;yea and vecauſe Thave 
given out this mercy,I won't hide what Iwill do: God 
makes one mercy to be the beginning of another. And fo 
when he promiſcd co bring his people unto themounta in 
In 1/a.56. 7.it was 4 mercy to be brought to the moun= 
tain of God, yea but God does not leave his people there, 
bur that mercy ſhall be a ſtep to many a mercy,which he 
intends to give out : when | have brought them rhither , 


- when Ihave got them thicher,then wil 1 make them joy- 


ful in my houſe of prayer J will make a feaſt tothem, a 
feaſt of fat things ; Ile chear,hearts thetr and accept oO 
their ſacrifices and ſervices : and thus God makes one 


mercy , the beginning of another, And therefore Bre- 
thren 
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Brethren do'but ſee what a large teſtimony this gives 
unto the infinitegoodneſs,and riches of free grace, which 
is in our God ; well might the Apoſtle ſay, God who 5 
rich in mercy,for the great love wherewith he hath loved 
4s, what riches of mercy is here ? what fulneſs of grace 
and mercy in Chriſt is here ? that he ſhould make mercy 
the way to mercy, and mercy the beginning of mercy. 
Oh what fulneſs of grace and mercy 1s there inChriſtizhe 
is never well but when he is giving out: we ſee theglory, 
the glory of the only begotten ſon of God,full of grace and 
truth ; there'sa fulneſs indeed, all infinite fulneſs, and 
this fulneſs doth delight to empry it ſelf and to 
communicate it felf unto poor empty creatures ; the 
riches of grace is mightily held forth in this. And then 
what encouragement 15 here to poor ſouls, that are con- 
ſcious of their own unworthineſs > They want ſuch and 
ſuch mercies,and ſuch and ſuch gracesand ſtrength,and I 
have received more mercy, than ever | can be thank- 
ful for, and how can I, or dare [be ſo bold with God, 
to ask more mercy than I am able to expreſs thankful- 
neſs unto him for. what [ have received > Why, if thou * 
haſt no argument to plead with God, he will make this 
an Argument, becauſe he bath done thee good already , 
this is not the manner of men, but it's theway of God:it's 
no argument with men; you ſthewed me ſuch and 
ſuch kindneſs, and therefore do me another ſuch kind- 
neſs ; but the Lord he doth thus, he will makethis an 
argument, his doing of thee good, from thence he will 
do thee good again. But then apain, 

3. Here is a third particular obſervable, Firft the 
ſhadow, and then the fruit. See how the Lord doth pro- 
ceed gradually in away ofmercy in doing good to poor 

creatures, the longer they are with him, ard the more 
they know him, the greater mercy he gives out : 
It's a greater mercy to eat of the fruit, than to fir 
ME —_ under 
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under the ſhadow : well, after Chrift hath cauſed thee 
to fir under his ſhadow, then he will give thee to ear 
of the fruit : the Lord deals with his ſervants as you 
deal with your ſervants ; it may be you are not {o 
friendly to them at firſt when they come to be appren- 
tices, but afterward when they have ſerved you long, 
and you have learnt them more ofthe myſtery of their 
trade, you will uſe them more friendly and communi- 
cate yer more of the myſtery of your trade, and ſecrets, 
and the like : and fo the Lord deals with his ſervants, 
though he may hide his face for a time, yet ar laft he will 
ſhine graciouſly upon them, he will deal friendly with 
them, he will ufe chem as friends and not as Servants, 
he wil] communicate of his ſecrets to them ; 1 call you 
not Servants, but I call you friends, as Chriſt did ro 
his diſciples atlaſt, for he reveals the whole will of his 
father unto them ; and therefore what encouragement is 
here to all you who are Chrifts ? alchough it may be for 
tlie preſent, you have nor ſuch comings in from Chriſt, 
you may ſay , bleſſed be God, I fit under the ſhadow , 
and the Lord Chrift is a ſafety to me : but you have not 
found of that ſweetneſs which 1s ſpoken of him, yet 
Ter me rel] you, you ſhall ear of his dainties, the longer 
" you are his ſeryants che more gently will he deal with 
you, and learn you, and ſhew you great things ; the 
Lord Chrift will ſhew greater and greater things to his 
people, the longer they are in-his houſe, the longer they 
ſerve him, the more they ſhall} know of his Fathers mind 
and will, and the more friendly will he deal with them, 
and therefore don't fear things to come, or conditions 
to. come, and don't think that things to come may ſe- 
parate from his love, for certainly the longer you 
are with him, rhe better he'l uſe you; and as 1t may 
be faid of wicked men, the worſt is flill to come , 
ſo of the righteous man, the beſt is Kill to come, the 


beſt 
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beſt is ſtill behind 3 ſo long as they 2re on this ſide the 
grave, on this {1de of Heaven, the beſt is ſtill behind, for 


_ Chriſt reſerves better and berter for his people : Theſe 


are the pariicular obſervations that do offer themſelves. 
I ſhail make enirance into the main general propo- 
ficion or obſervation which the words hold forth, and 
that is this. 

Ovler. That the fruit that grows upon Chriſt is 
exccedins pleaſynt to the believing Soul : the fruit that 
grows upon Chriſt is excec dins pleaſant and fweer ; 
he is a generous Vine of Go.Js own planing , the 
choiceſt tree that ever the hand of God planted, and 
therefore the beſt fruit ; the ſweeteſt fruit that. ever 
grew upon tree, it grows upon Chriſt ; It was fruit that 
the great King of Heaven intended for his own {pend- 
ing : it muſt needs be ſweet fruit, excellent fruit z God 
incended that all the fruit that he would feaſt his ſer- 
vants and his friends and children with, ſhould grow 
upon this tree , and therefore it muſt needs be plea- 
fant fruit, he intends to make a feaſt unto his people, a 
feaſt of fat things, as is promiſed in 1/2: 25. 6. and 
in this mountain ſhall the Lord of TT make unto all 
people a feaſt of fat things, a feaſs oft wineson the 
les. of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees 
well refined : now all the fatthings that are at the feaſt 
with which God doth refreſh the ſouls oi bis people 
upon this mountain, grow. upon this tree, all the fat- 
nels I ſay it comes from this Ottve-tree, and all thoſe 
cups of (weet conſolations which the Lord doth 
ſtay poor fainting and biceding Souls with, it's rhe 
fruit of this tree; nay the great feaſt that God { 4ll 
make in Heaven, at the grez 2r ſupper of the Lamb,viih 
which God ſhall feaſt all his peopie for ever -nd ever; 
and fit and riſe no more , and al! the daintres Eh 
thall be at the ſypper of the'Lgmby it {hal} be +# 
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under the ſhadow : well, after Chriſt hath cauſed thee 
to fir under his ſhadow, then he will give thee to ear 
of the fruit : the Lord deals with his ſervants as you 
deal with your ſervants ; it may be you are not fo 
friendly to them at firſt when they come to be appren- 
tices, but afterward when they have ſerved you long, 
and you have learnt them more ofthe myſtery of their 
trade, you will uſe them more friendly and communi- 
cate yet more of the myſtery ot your trade, and ſecrets, 
and the like : and fo the Lord deals with his ſervants, 
though he may hide his face for a time, yet ar laft he will 
{hine gracicuſly upon them, he will deal friendly with 
them, he will uſe chem as friends and not as Servants, 
he will communicate of his ſecrets to them ; 1 call you 
rot Servants, but I call you friends, as Chriſt did ro 
his diſciples atlaſt, for he reveals the whole will of his 
father unto them ; and therefore what encouragement 1s 
here to all you who are Chrifts ? alchough it may be for 
the preſenr, you have nor ſuch comings in from Chriſt, 
you may ſay, bleſſzd be God, I fir under the ſhadow , 
and the Lord Chritſt is a ſafety to me ; but you have not 
found of that ſweetneſs which 1s ſpoken of him ; yet 
Ter me rel] you, you {hall ear of his dainties, the longer 
| you are his ſervants che more gently will he deal with 
you, and learn you, and ſhew you great things ; the 
Lord Chriſt will ſhew greater and greater things to his 
people, the longer they are in his houſe, the longer they 
ſcrve him, the more they ſhall; know of his Fathers mind 
and will, and the more friendly will he deal with them, 
and therefore don't fear things to come, or cond:tions 
to come, and don't think that things ro come may fe- 
parate from Ins love, for certainly the loiiger you 
are with him, the better he'l uſe you; and as it may 
be faid of wicked men, the worſt 1s flill ty come, 
{0 of the righteous man, the beſt is ſil] to come, = 
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beſt is ſtil behin d ; ſo long as they 2re on this fide the 
oSrave, on ibis {1e of Heaven, the beſt1s ſtill behind, for 
Chriſt reſerves better and better for his people : Theſe 
are ihe Particular « obſervations that co offer themſelves. 
I ſhail make cnirance into the main peneral propo- 
ficion or obſery z:ion which the words hold forth, and 
that is this. 

Ovler. That the Jr wt that grows upon Chrift is 
exceed: 19 pical, 121t to the believing Serl ; the fruw that 
grows upon Chriſt 1s exce- dins pleaſint and fweer ; 
be 1s 2 Fencerous Vine of 4 Gals Own Planes , the 
choiceſt tree thar ever the hand of God planted, and 
therefore the beſt fruit; the ſweeteſt fruit that ever 
grew upon tree, it Srows upon Chriſt ; It was fruit that 
the great King of Heaven intended for bis own fpend- 
ng : 1t muſt needs be {weet fruit, excellent fruit 3 God 
Incended that all the fruit thar he would feaft his ſer- 
vants and his friends and children with, ſhould grow 
Upon this tree , and therefore it mull needs be pl CA = 
fant fruit, he intends to make a feaſt unto his people, a 
icait of fat things, as is promiſed in Iſa. 25. 6. and 
in tis mountain [ all the Lord of iToſts FARE unto ail 
pe eopte A feaſl of fat 1917gs, A fea ft of: 1s w;ineson the 
lees, of fat inings ful of marrow, of Wines on tie lees 
well refined «© now a3 th 5 Iogs that are at the feaſt 
witn Fhich God doth retrein the fouls 0i ts people 
UDON this MOountal! I, SCYOW UDON £1115 [iQ 2il the fat- 
nels I ſay it comes from this ONE: tree, and all thoſe 
cups of {weet conſolations which the Lord q-th 
ſtay poor fainting and coding Souls with, 1t's rhe 
{ruit of this tree; nay the great feaſt that God ſh .i] 
make in Heaven, at the creat ſupper of the Lamb,v::ua 
which God ſhall feaſt all his peopie for ever end ever, 
and fit aud riſe no 30ze , and ali the dainttes thar 
iNall be at tlie {upper Th uc'Ls vel 5 it. {hal} be ot 
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truit of this tree, they fhall ever feed upon Chriſt, and 
for ever feed upon that fruit which grew upon Chriſt, 
they ſhall feed for ever upon this one diſh, and ſhall 
-never be weary of this fruit ; and therefore certainly 
the fruit that grows upon Chriſt, it muſt needs be 
exceeding ſweet and delightful fruit, 

Oueſt, But you will ſay, whar is the fruit that grow 
upon this tree > What is this fruit that is ſo ſweer and 
delightful ? 

eAnſw. Why, there are innumerable kinds, more 
than can be reckoned, 1 ſhall give you a taſte of 
ſome. - 


I. Firſt of all, there's the fruit of Chy:ſts heart , 


the fruit that grows upon . Chriſts heart, Oh |! the 
abundance of precious fruit ; all thoſe gracious thoughts 
which are in the heart of Chriſt to his people, are one 
kind of precious fruit that grows upon this tree : in 
Tſa.10. 12. I will puniſh the fruit of the ſtout heart of the 
King of Aſſyria ; God ſpeaks of the fruit of the ſtout 
heart of the King of Aſſyria, but the fruit that grows 
upon the heart of Chriſt it's other kind of fruit : 
1:'s not the fruit of a ſtout heart, but it's the fruit 
of a gracious heart : many are thy wonderful works , O 
Lord, ſays the Pſulmift, Pſal.qo. 5. and thy thoughts 
which are to us ward ; the gracious thoughts of the 
heart of Chriſt towards his people, they are many, 
they are more than can be numbred. Burt more par- 
ticularly, to conſider the fruit that grows upon the 
beart of Chriſt. 
rt. Firſt of all, there's abundance of meekneſs and 
lowlineis of mind, and tenderneſs towards poor crea- 
tures which grows upon the heart of Chrift; in Mar. 
11, When he ca{ls poor creaturesto him, v. 28, 29, 


I am meek, and lowly in heart ; 1t's an argument 


by which Chriſt doth fnvite poor keavie laden fin- 


ICers 
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fiers to come to him: why, but they may be diſ- 
couraged from coming, by looking upon Chriſt as full 
of wrath, anger and implacable , ſaying, Chrift will 
not be reconciled : you are miſtaken of me, ſays Chriſt, 
there is no ſuck ſowr fruit grows upon my heart , 
though this be your diſpoſition, yet it's not mine, Iam 
meek. Bur 1am a poor worm, ſaith the (oul, and will 
the Lord ever look down on ſuch a poor worm ? he 
is aſcended and fits in glory , and will he look upon 
a poor worm? [ a» meek, and lowiy, (ays Chriſt , 
though I be never ſo high, I can look vpon poor crea= 
tures, I am meck and lowly in heart. ; 

2.. Secondly, there are in Chriſts heart very earneſ# 
aefires of recontiliation with poor creatures, this 15 an- 
other gracious fruit thar grows upon Chrifts heart : 1 
ſay vaſt deſires and large defires, if poor creatures will 
come in and accept of thoſe tenders of grace and ſalva- 
tion which he is pleaſed to make in his Goſpel,let them 
come, ſays he, let them come, he that is athirſt let him 
come, and whoſocuer will let them come, and let them 
arink of the water of life freely , I delire you ſhould 
come, ſays Chriſt, let no man hinder , let him not lay 
blocks in his own way, I am willins he ſhould come 3 
and thus doth Chriſt hold forth his golden Scepter , 
as eAbaſhuerus did his golden ſcepter ro Heſter, come - 
in Heſter, ſays he ; ſo ſays Chrift, Poor Soul, come, 
let him come, come. in and drink of the water of 
life freely. Ard ſo, as though God did beſeech you 
by us , we pray you in Coriſts ſtead, that you would 
be reconciled unto him, That's a ſecond fruit that 
Srows on Chriſts heart. Again, 

3. Thirdly, there afe affe&ions , that grow upon 
Chriſts heart, /[ympathizing affeftions ; Oh | how 
render is he of his people, he ſuffers when they ſuf- 
fer , he bears the texvieſt end of the burden ; in «/t 
| | > ESE their © 
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Their afflictions he was afflifled ; and therefore he 13 
called a merciful High Prieſt, and he is one that knows 
how to have compatlion, and how to be tender, ſec 
Heb. 5. 1, 2. for every High Prieſt takgn from 
among men u or dained for men in things pertaining 


to God, that he may offer both gifts and ſacrifices for 


fin, who can have compaſſion on the ignorant, and 


on them that are out of the way , for that he him- 
ſelf alſo 15 compaſſed with infirmity. . He can have 


compallion , he 1s able to have compaſſion , he hath 
2 compaſtonate diſpoſition within him, he knows how 
to pity them when jgnorant, and when they are out 
of the way,he knows how to portion out grace to every 
' of his peoples conditions, he knows how to ſympathize 
with them 1n their burdens, for he was compaſſed 
about with our Infirmities, he knows well wha: af- 
flictions are, and what temptations to fin are, and he 
beſt knows how to compaſlionate his people ; theſe 
compalltons ate a gracious fruit growing in Chriſts 
heart. 

4. Fourthly, But then again, there are thoughts of 
_ delight in Chrifts heart, Oh how doth he rejoyce over 
bis people with. joy , with great joy ! He doth ſolace 
himſelf in their communion : I am the roſe of Sha- 
ron, and the lily of the walleys , as the lily among 
| thorns, ſo is my love among the daughters , the is unto 
him as the lily among thorns, let me hear thy voice, 
for ſweet 15 thy woice and thy countenance is comely : 
the expreſſions of the great delight, that Chriſt takes in 
his people , this 1s the ſruit of Chriſts heart. 

2, Secondly, There 1s the fruit of hs lips ; not 
onely the fruit of his heart is exceeding delightful , 
bur the fruit of his lips is exceeding. ſweet : ſee 
Iſa. 57. 19. Icreate the fruit of the lips Peace , 


peace io him that isafar off and to him that 3s nigh, 
= ſaith 
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ſaith the Lord, and I will heal him : peace it's 2 
fruit of Chriſts lips , as there are thoughts of peace 
in his heart, ſo there are words of peace in his mouth, 
for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth will 
ſpeak; therefore it's ſaid, that the tongue of the learned 1s 
given to him, the Lord hath given to him thetongue 
of the learned, and he knows how to ſpeak a word 
in ſeaſon; there is none in all the worid can ſpeak 
a word in ſeaſon to the wounded Soul but Chriſt, 
his lips are like unto the lilies dropping ſweet-ſmel- 
ing myrrhe : every promiſe in the Goſpel 1s a fruit 
of the lips of Chriſt, and Oh ! how ſweet and re- 
freſhing is this fruit, how delightful is the :Teaft pro- - 
miſe of Chriſt / if he be pleaſed to bring it home 
to the ſoul, -it ſtays it as with flaggons of wine, when 
Chriſt ſhall bring home a promiſe ro the Soul , elſe 
a promiſe will do us no good, will be of no uſe 
to us, for all the promiſes of God, they are in him yea, 
and in him Amen ; all the promiſes they grow upon 
this tree, and it's moſt precious fruit - if you will 
take Davids commendation of it, he eat and commended 
it, P/al. 19. 10. more to be deſired are they than pold , 
yea than much fine gold : he ſpeaks of the word of the 
Lord, the promiſes of the Lord, they are ſweeter 
than the honey ; nay take it when it is at the ſweeteſt, 
when it is in the Comb, the word of the Lord 
goes beyond It , Sweeter than the Honey, and the © 
honey Comb : Oh! how gracious and acceptable is 
the leaſt word that drops from Chrifts Mouth, out of 
Chriſts lips to the poor wounded bleeding Soul 4 
word in ſeafon , lays Solomon , is like eApples of 
gold in Piftures of Silver , pleaſant and exceeding 
acceptable fruit unto a poor ſoul. Again, 

3. Thirdly, There's not only the fruit of Chriſts 
lips, but the fruit of Chriſts /o3ns, Oh the frui 
F. 3 of, 
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_ of his womb ! he hath a ſeed which he brings forth unto 
God, which are pleaſant and much be to delighted in; all 
that are brought into God by the preaching of the 
Goſpel, they are called the fruit of Chriſt , they are his 
ſeed, he ſhall ſee the travail of his Soul and be ſatisfied ; 

this fruli i 1s mighty delightful to Chriſt, and therefore 


ſhould be delightful and is delightful to che Saints.Chriſt 


had a mighty delight 1 in children, he cared not what he 
ſuffered, what pains, what ravails; ; let the travail of the 
Soul be never ſo great, fo he might bring forth chil. 
drenhe cared not, nay though he knew he fhould die 
in travail, yet he cared nor, and though he knew he 
ſhould die of it, and alſo live again ard riſe again, he 
askino otherreward butonly that he mighthave children, 
and ic was the great promiſe in Iſaiah $3. 10-11, 
He ſhall ſechis ſeed,he ſhall prolong his days,ana the good 
pleaſure of the Lord hat proſper tn his hand , he ſhall 
fee the travail of his Soul and ſhall be ſatisfied : be ſh: Il 
have a multitudinous offspring, becauſe he was ſuch a 
lover of children. And therefore when the promile was 
madeto Abraham, I'le bleſs thee,and thy ſee.' hall be as 
the Stars of heaven that could not be numbred : and 
therefore you read in the Revelations of a great number 
which noman can number, and he brought them all unto 
the Father and preſented them, Here am 1 and the 
Children thou baſt given we.T hey are exceeding delight- 
ful ro him;and as Chriſt takes delight inthem,ſo 
The ſaints can't but take delight when they ſee fouls 
brought jn to God and brought forth for heaven, they 
cannot but rejoyfe 12.1t, and take Sreat delight 1 in this 
fruit of Chriſt: To name no more, 


4, A fourth fort of fruit, and that's the fruit of (hriſts 


life. Take him as he was here upon earth in the dayes 


of his fleſh, when he was planted in the Orchard of the 


porld, he broughtorch exceeding much iyuit unto wa 
c 
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he was . the moſt fruitful tree that ever the Father 
planted, he brought forth a world of precious defira- 
ble fruit; there was never any part of Chrifts life that 
was not fruitful, he went up and down doing good. He 
ſought all opportunities. todo good ; 7 muſt work the 
works of him that ſent me while the day laſts,forthe night 
cometh when I ſhall not work ; he took all opportunities 


for the doing good to the ſouls of men,and the bodies of 
.men, and glad was he that he had an opportunitie, There 


1s never a part of Chrifts life, if you look into the hiſtory 
of it, as it lies before us by the Evangeliſts, but was a! 
together fruitful, and all that fruit was exceeding plea- 
{fant and deſirable, and affords an abundance of matter of 
refreſhment ; there is matter of much contemplation 
when you look into the life ofChriſt, And theſe areſome 
of the kinds of fruic which grow upon this Apple-tree, 
upon Chriſt the tree of life; they are the fruit of his 
heart, the fruit of his lips, the fruic of his womb,the fruit 
of his loins, the fruit of his life, There are divers other 
kinds of fruir, but I ſhall ſpeak no more at this time, 
the Lord help you to feed upon this fruit, 


Ciriſt comparea to an Apple-tree, 


CANT. 2. 3, 


——— Ana his fruit was ſweet to my tafte. 


the laſt day tothe main general propoſition 
that theſe words hold forth, viz,' The fruit 
& that grows upon Chriſt be tree of life 15 
ſweet to the believing ſoul: ic mul} needs; be ſo, for it's 

the fruit that God doth feaſt his friends withal ; the 
feaſts that he makes to his ſeryants upon TH holy 
Mountzin they arenoihing elſe but the fruitthat grows 
npon this tree : Nay 1n the great ſupper of the Lamb, 
that everlaſting feaſt that God ſhall make in heaven, 

wherein his people. ſhall fit down with Abraham | Tſaas 
and Jacob in the Kingdom of God , and hall riſe 
80 More , they ſhall have no other dainties but the 
fruit that orows ' upon this tree, But what's 

the fruit that grows upon Chriſt, that is ſo pleaſant 
gnd ſweet? I rold you of the fruit of his heart , the 
fruit of his lips, the fruit of his loins, the fruit of his 
lite : and I came in thelaſt place to ſpeak of the fruir 
of bis Neath , and his 1s a precious bough full 


Frer many particular oblervations, we came 


af 
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of fruit, Well, what is the fruit that grows upon Chriſts 
Death ? 


Firſt of all, Sarrsfaftion of his Fathers Juſtice : 
That fatisfa&tion which 1s piven to Juſtice is a fruit of 
Chrifts death ; He hath paid the debt, he hath cancelled 
the bond, he hath given to Juſtice what Juſtice could 
demand, he hath fatisfied it ro the utmoſt farthing, ſo 
that now Juſtice and mercy are met together, they now 
do embrace and kiſs each other ; Juſtice is ſatisfied 
and mercy is ſatisfied ; Juſtice is glorified and mercy is 
glorified : the believing ſoul may look Juſtice in the 
ficeas well as mercy in the face, becauſe Juſtice hath 
fully as much from Chriſt, as it can demand ; now this 
ſatisfaction which 1s given to Juftice it's a fruit of Chriſts: 
death ; But again, 
2. Secondly, By the death of Chriſt, Chriſt is made 
a fit Objett for poor ſinners to pitch upon; Re is an 
Objc& for the guilty timner 'that durſt not look Chrift 
in the face, he is a ſuitable objet to a_ poor bleed- 
ing ſinner ; there's abundance of precious fruit that 
grows upon Chrift the tree of life, but this tree 
it was too high for a poor wretch, and could not have 
been enjoyed if Chrift had not been willing to hzye his 
fruit cur down, he was cut down to the earth, laid upon: 
the earth, humbled to the death of the croſs ; ſo thas 
now the poor guilty ſinner that is humbled throvgh the 
ſenſe. of his fin, may Took upon Chrift in and through 
his death, and is become a ſuitable object for the poor ſoul 
to pitch upon : what more ſuitable to a wounded bleed- 
ing conſcience than a wounded bleeding dying ſaviour ? 
Now that Chriſt 1s ſo ſuitable an ObjeR for a. poor 
guilty ſinner to pitch upon, this is a fruit of Chrifts: 
eath, 
3. Again, Thirdly, Chrift by his death hath carried 
out ſin, and brought in righteouſneſs 3 this is another fruit 
m1] : = 
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that grows upon the death of Chriſt , the. volume 
of {in in reſpet of the guilt, in reſpe& of the condemn- 
ing power of it, he hath carried out, and made an end 
of it, in Dan. 9g. 24, Seventy weeks are determined 
wupozs thy people, and upon thy holy city , to finiſh 
the tranſgreſſion, and to make an end of ſin , andto 
wake reconciliation for iniquity , and to bring in ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the viſion and 
prophecie , and to anoint the moſt holy, Sin, like a 
monſter, ſeiſed upon it, ſuckt the very heart blood of 
Chriſt , well,the Lord Jeſus he will be avenged of him, 


and therefore his blood,it was the bane of fin. I:remem- 


ber Pliny in his natural Hiſtory, reports of the enmitie 
that is betwixt the Dragon and Elephant, the Dragon 
vets under the Elephant, and ſucks his blood, and by his 
fall oft-times 1s the death ofthe Dragon, and this may 
be fily compared to Chriſt, ſin is the Dragon that 
 feized upon Chriſt , and the Lord Jeſus by his death 
fell upon fin, be hath cruſh it all ro pieces, he hath 
taken away the killing power of fin, ſo that fin , by this 
deed, he hath carried it out, as an abominable thing, 
and in the room of it he hath brought ina glorious 
righteouſneſs, a perfe&t righteouſneſs, and put it upon 
his people, a far more glorious riphteouſneſs than the 
righteouſneſs of the Angels ; ſo that the believing Soul 
may ſtand in the preſence of God, with much more 
boldneſs than formerly, This is a third fruit that is 
brought in by the death of Chriſt, 

4. Again, Fourthly, Reconciliation is brought in as 
another fruit by the death of Chriſt : perfe& recon- 
_ ciliation,and ſweet communion and fellowſhip wichGod, 
all rhis 15 the fruit of Chriſts death ; he by his death 


| hath taken 1n the wall of partitions,and by his death hath. 


made thoſe that were enemies friends; thoſe that were 
a far off, nigh unto him , ſo that the heart of God 
| Is 
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is now nigh unto a believing Scul, and the believing 
ſoul may fay now ,with the Apoſtle, rruly our fellow- 
ſhip is with the father, and wuh his fon Jeſus Chriſt, 
Before, it might be ſaid of every man in the world, his 
fellowſhip was with fin, with hel], and the devil, and 
enemies to God ; but now by the death of Jeſus Chriſt 
peace is made, and reconciliation 1s made, and beliey- 
ing ſouls may ſay truly, ozr fellowſhip is with the 
father and with the ſon Jeſus Chriſt: that's a fourth fruit 
that grows upon the death of Chriſt, | 
5. Fifthly, The death of Chriſt, t hath cruſht the - 
head of the old ſerpent, he hath bound the ſtrong man 
and caſt him out, and delivered poor captive ſ{culs out 
of the mouth and paw of the Lyon; it was promiſed 
long before Chriſt came, thouſands of years, that rhe 
ſeed" of the woman ſhould - break, the ſerpents head: 
and Chriſt by his death made good that promiſe, he 
did cruſh the ſerpents head : by death he overcame 
him that had the power of death. Bur then, 
. 6. Sixthly, Here is another fruit of Chriſts death, 
and that is by ſubduing thepower of fin and corruption 
in the hearts of Gods people. This 1s a very (ſweet and 
defirabie fruit that grows upon this bough, the death of 
Chriſt ; I ſay the ſubduing and conquering of the power 
of {in in the heart ; ſee what the Apoſtle ſays of it in 
Rom. 6. 11. Likewiſe , ye alſo reckon your ſelves 
dead unto ſin, but alive ynto God; he ſaid before in 
v.'10. 1a that he died, he dird unto ſin once, but in 
that he liveth he liveth unto God ,. ſo likewiſe reckon ye 
your ſelves dead unto fin , that 1s, in that he died he 
died to fin to the cruciſying of fin, to the violating 
and mortitying of the power and ſtrength of ſin , and 
therefore brethren , account and reckon your ſelves 
dead unto fin' ; ferch arguments from the death of 
Chriſt ro kill fin ; and truly breihren there are no fuch 
poWer- 
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Powerful arguments in the world to the ſubduing of the 
\ Power of fin, as thoſe which are to be fetcht from the 
Power of the death of Chriſt, Oh , ſays the belleving 
ſoul, ſhall that be ſweet to me which was - ſo bitter to 
Chriſt ? ſhall 1 look upon that as a friend, which 
was an enemie to Chrift > Shall I love that which 
was a nail and a ſpear to pierce Chriſt > Shall I rake 
delight in that cup, to drink of that cup which was 
ſuch poyſon to Chriſt? No, God forbid, ſays the be- 
lieving ſoul, did not I die "with Chriſt? did not he 
ftand as a common perfon, and therefore ovght not I 
to have reckoned my ſelf dead, dead unto fin, even as 
Chriſt? died for fin > And how then ſhall we that are 
dead unto fin , live any Tonger unto it > This is an- 
other fruit that grows upon-the death of Chriſt, 

7. Seventhly, there z5 a holy and ſanitified uſe that 
believers have of all ordinances and of all creatures ; 
and this comes in as another fruit of the death'of Chriſt; 
to unbelievers ( ſays the Apoſtle ) alzs defiled , and 
all is polluted , his conſcience is defiled , he defiles 
the beſt things , " and the holieſt ordinances , he hath 

no ſanRified uſc of creature comforts : but by the death 
of Chriſt all ordinances are ſanctified and bleſſed, and all 
creatures are bleſſcd and ſan&ified to ſuch as have faith 
in Chriſt; the blood of Chriſt ſprinkled upon a man 
hath a ſmell exceeding ſweet, and makes the ſoul to 
be thankful for every crum ; : Oh,this morſel is ſanQifi- 
ed through Chriſts blood , and thus every mercy being 
ſanQified is ſweetned by the death of Chriſt : and that is 
moſt comfortable. 

8. Eighthly , Chriſt hath charged temporal acath , 
and taken away the evil of it for his people , this 1s 'H 
moſt ſweet and deſirable fruir of the death of Chriſt , 
that temporal death is changed, ſweetned, ſanRified, 
that the ſting of death is taken oui for all his people : 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt bath ſent a challenge to death , Oh death, I wil 


be thy death, long before he came into the world, and 


f the iſ pe made good his word when he came, he fought a 


n the 


eving 
er to 


zhich 


hich 


take WW (he worſt of curſes is turned into a bleſſing to the be- 
WIS Wl liever, it doth them a very good turn, it's the fathers 
cbe- WW cervant , and it helps tro bring them home , and al- 
t he though it be terrible to look upon 5ts hard vizage, yet 
ot I I Rill he doth a good office for all that are in Chriſt , 
nas Wl he helps to carry them. home unto their fathers 
' AE IE houſe, and this is another fruit of Chrifts death. 
| aN- 9. Again, Ninthly, Chriſt hath ſwallowed up eternal 
| death, he hath vanquiſhed hell, by letting forth the 
that ſtream of his blood, fo that that now there is no con- 
res, I demnation to them that are in Chrift, there's no hel), 
rift; M there's no wrath » no diſpleaſure in the Almighty : 
and MW he hath opened adoor wideto life, grace, and ſalvation 
files and this 1s another fruit of Chrifts death. 
hath 10. Again, in the Tenth place, Another fruir of Chriſts 
eath death 1s this , The confirmation and ratification of all _ 
d all the promiſes of the whole Covenant that he hath made 
faith with his people : and this 1s a moſt precious and delirable 
man fruit; 1 ſay by the Death of Chrift all the promiſes are 
| to confirmed and ratified: he hath confirmed histeſtament, 
Xift- bis laſt will and teſtament, with all the Legacies that 
Ing Chriſt gave to his people, he bequeathed grace,life and 
Jat Is ſalvation, and all theſe were ratified, when Chrift died. 
When a man dies, his will is ſure, then there's no man 
th , can alter the will of him that is dead, for by death 
152 . i the will is ratified ; As the} Covenant is unalterable 
"ft ; being ratified by the death of Chriſt, fo every 
fied, ” ; | promiſe 


ple : 
hriſt 


duel and overcame death, asin 1 Cor. 15. 55. O 


Death where 1s thy Sting ?f O grave where is 
thy vittorie ? this 1s a moſt precious fruit, Nay death 
that was a curſe, is turned into a bleſſing ; and this 
makes it a greater mercy, death that was a curſe and 
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promiſe 15 ratified by the death of Chriſt : it's as ſures. 


that heaven and earth ſhall paſs, but-not one jot or tittle 


of the word ihall fall to the ground , they ſhall as. 


certainly be {ulfiiled as God is in heaven ; now that the 
promiles are {o {ure,this eſtabliſhment and confirmation 
it's a bleſſed fruit of the Death of Chriſt. So much 
for the fruit of Chrifts death, 

6. Sixthly, Again in the ſixth place, let us conſider 
the fruit of Chriſts reſurrettion , and that hath a grear 
deal of fruit, the relurreRion of Chriſt , what fruit 
Srows upon this bough ! Three ſorts of truit grow upon 
this bough, Bur briefly of theſe. 

+ I. Firſt of all, the belteving foul 1s fully and com- 
pleatly juſtified : The full and compleat juſtfying of the 
Soul depends upon the Reſurretion of Chriſt : tor 
when Chrift aroſe from the dead,he is ſaid to be juſtified 
of the Spirit ; That is,he was fully acquitted, he was fully 
ablolved ; . God the father declared to all the world thar 
he. was ſatisfied, the debr was paid; he was fully fatis- 
fed:1 ſay,it was declared to men andAngels at that time 
waen Chriſt did ariſe, the judge himſelf acquitted him, 
he did not break priſon , bui the father himfelf juſtified 
him , and it's ſaid, the Angel came and rolled away the 
ſtone, which makes it evident to all the world that he 
was juſtified , and ſohe being juſtified, all his people 
are juſtified virtually in him, ſo thar he lefr all his chains 


behind him : He did not come forth, when he came 


forth, bound hand and foot, as Lazarus did , but the 
Napkins and all bonds were jefr behind ; ſo that the com- 
pleat juſtification of a Sinner comes in by virtue of 
Chriſts compleat Reſurre&ion. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
the Anſwer of a good conſcience by the Reſurrection of 
Teſus Chriſt from the dead, A good conſcience may 
now anſwer, it juſtice come to demand any thing , 


the good conſcience it may anſwer and ſay, Lord didft 
| not 
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thou acquit thy: ſon by his ReſurreRion? didſt not thou 


* roll away the ſtone, or cauſe the Angel to. do it? and 


why doſt thou come to me ? That's a ſweet fruit that 
grows upon the ReſurreQion of Chrift. 

2. Secondly, the Quickening of the new man, and 
the raiſing of a dead heart to life, is another fruit thar 
grows upon the reſurre&ion of Chriſt; now Chriſt 
is he that quickens whom he will : by the mighty 
power of his reſurrection 1s a poor foul raiſed up to 
live unto God ; I ſay all the life and ſtrength of grace 
comes from the reſurreQion of Chriſt , ſee whar the 
Apoſtle ſays in Rom. 6. 4. mark, that like as Chriſt was 
raiſed up from the dead by the glory of the Father, that 
is, by the glorious power of the father, by that almighty 
power 1n which he was ſo glorious, | ſay Chrift was rail- 
ed from the dead, ever ſo:, faith he, we ſhould walk, in 
newneſs of life; it'sa mighty argument unto a gracious 
heart to walk wich God, and to live unto God, and 
to walk inthe newneſs of the Spirit ; why, Chriſt he 
is riſen, heis riſen from the dead, and therefore when 
this word comes tothe ſoul that is grovelling here 
below, and ſeeks Chrift in dead works and duties, 
he is not there, he ſees not the death nor the reſur. 
retion of Chriſt, but the power of Chriſt doth raiſe 
ſouls to live unto this newnels of life, and that is the 
fruit of the reſurre&tion of Chriſt. Bur, 

3. Again, Thirdly, there is another fruit of the re- 
ſurreRion of Chriſt, and that is rhe Reſurrettion of 
the body at the laſt day, this is a moſt ſweet fruit 
that grows upon Chrift, the reſurre&ion of the bodies 
of all his Saints at the aft day : he 1s ſaid to be thefirſt- 


fruits of them that ſlept, 1n 1 Cor. 15. 20. He 1s be- 


come the firſt-fruits of them that {lzprt ; the firſt-fruits_. 
ſantihzthe wholecrop, they weretobring the firft-fruits, 


the firſt-frui.s they were trought forth, the firſit-fruits 
ſanctifte 
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ſanRific the crop, that as they ſhould reap that for the 
Slory vf god,foiheir whole harveſt : now Chrift he is 
- the firt-iruits of rhem that ſlept , his reſurre&tion ir 
gives atlurance unto the ſaints that as he 1s rifen from the 
dead, fo the Lord he :' all alſo raiſe them up, he ſhall 


raiſe them up by the inighty power of his reſurrection :_ 


ſee there in the Golpel by Matthew 27: 52. eAnd 
many bodies of the [aunts which ſlept, aroſe, and came 
out of the graves after bus reſurrection, and went into 
the holy city, and appeared tnto many ; a. pledge given 
of our reſurreRion, har all the ſaints ſhall be railed ar 
the laſt, many of the Saints that ſlept in the duſt 
they aroſe , and were ſeen of many in 7erſalem , 
there were witneſfles of it; this is a pledge I ſay rhar 
the bodies of all the Saints (þall be raiſed up at the laſt 
day ; and theſe kre the fruits thar grow upon Chriſts 
Reſurrection, 

7; Seventhly, There are alſo many ſruits that grow 

ypon Chriſts 4ſcenſron, his Aſcenſion unto Heaven ; to 
tell you what fruits are there. 


t. Firſt of all, this is the fruit of Chriſts Aſcenſton, 


viz. The glorious triumph over all enemies, and powers of 
darkneſs, both in his own perſon, and in &1s people, I ſay 
a glorious triumph over all enemies, for the day of 
Chriſts Afcenſton was the day ot his :rtumph; it's faid 
:n Epheſ«4. 8. woe he aſcended on high he led captivity 
captive ; alludingto a great conqueſt that when they 
have caken captives hey will have a day of triumph to 
ſhew them openly : and fo Jeſus Chriſt he led caprivity 
captive,Sin and Satan and all che powers of darknels that 
had led poor ſouls captive,even them hath be led capriive, 
and looks upon all theſe as bovis by Chriit, and they 
ſhall do no great harm : that's the firit fruit of 
Chriſts afcenfon; 

2. Secondly, Fe donation of 7 ſpirit, and ail tht 


t 
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#ifts of the Spirit, 1s another fruit of Chriſts Aſc-nfi- 
on; it's faid before in that place of the Epheſians, 
That when he aſcended on high, he led Captivity Cap- 
tive, and he gave gifts to men : all the gifts that are 
givento Churches, to men for the uſe of the Churches, 
they are the fruit of Chriſts Aſcenſion : Nay, all the 
oifis and graces that are given to any particular Soul, 
they are fruits of Chrifts Aſcenſion ; he gave gifts to 
men, yea, to the Rebellions ; yea, The Spirit of grace 
and conſolation 15 given to the Saints to comfort thems 
and to lead them into truth. See what Chriſt hath pro- 
miſed in Fobn 16. 7. Nevertheleſs I tell you the truth, 
it 1s expedient for you that Igo away : for if I go not 
away, the Comforter wall not come unto you, but if I 
depart I will ſend him unto you - ſee how the ſending 
of the Spirit did depend upon Chrifts going, If I do 
not aſcend; the Spirit will not come ; bur 1f I go, I will 
ſend him; | 
2. But again Thirdly, There is another fruit of 
Chriſts Aſcenſion, and that 1s, The carrying up of the 
hearts of his people into Heaven : the holy conver- 
ſation, and thoſe heavenly affections and diſpoſitions, 
which are ( or ſhould be ) inall the Saints, they are 
the fruits of Chriſts Aſcenſion, for he aſcended for this 
very end that he might lift up their hearts : f T be 
lifted up, 1 will draw all men after me: he was lifted 
up into heaven, that he might draw eyes and ſouls after 
him : and therefore it's obſervable how Chriſt aſcer.d- 
ed, heaſcended openly, he aſcended in the view of all 
that were preſent : he aſcended whileft he was in the 
midſt of his Diſciples, talking of things concerning the 
Churches, he preſently aſcended; this was oneend 
why Chriſt would not aſcend in fecret, but openly, that 
they may know heis in Heaven, and that by the fight 
of his Aſcenſion he might draw them after Lit 1 
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Spirit, though they could not follow him in body for 
the preſent : asthe Eagle, when ſhe teaches her young 
ones, ſhe goes before and flyeth alofr, that they may 
follow after her ; and thus doth the Lord Jeſus, he ſoars 
alofr, that he might make his Saints to give holy at- 
rempts, at leaſt in their Spirits, whilſt their bodies are 
here on earth ; Oh, he can't endure that they ſhould 
be creeping here below ; a low ſpirit and a low conver- 
ſation is not fit for Saints : he would not have his people 
o have rooting in the earth, he would have his people 
be like Aaron's Rod: Aaron's Rod it wasnot like other 
Trees, it had no rooting in the earth, and yet it bloſ- 
ſomed; ſuch would the Lord have his people to be, 
he can't away that they ſhould have low converſations, 
that their affe&tions ſhould be creeping here upon the 
earth and not ſoaring alofc, and living in heaven where 
he is. Under the Levitical Law, the things that did 
Ereep upon the earth, they were abominable, and 
they were unclean; God gave a Commandment in 
Levit. 11.41. And every creeping thing that creepeth 
39023 the earth ſhall be an abomination, it ſhall not be 
eaten ; ir doth typifie what the Lord would have his 
people to be, he would not have his people to live be- 
low on the earth: the earth 1s but duſt, and that's 
Serpents meat; the Lord would have them to live 
above as Chriſt did, that his Aſcenſion might be a 
means to draw their hearts above, that their affeions, 
meditations and defires, and whole converſation might 
be in heaven : as for us,ſaies the Apoſtle, Our Conver ſa- 
tion is in heaven, now when this converſation is 
Siven out to any of the Saints, let them be thankful 
to Chrift for it, it's not in themſelves, 1t's the fri of 
this bough chat proceeds from Chrift the Tree of Life, 
But then . Gon 
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4. Fourihly, Again, all thoſe boughs and branches 
that are above, they with all the Manſions are the 
fruic of Chriſts Aſcenſion, 1n Fohz 14.2. In my Fa- 
thers houſe are many manſions, if it were wot ſo I would 
have told you ; I go to prepare a place for you; this 
is one end of Chriſts SoINg to heaven that he might pre- 
pare aplace for al] his people, that he might furniſh a 
Table with great glory, that he might prepare a great 
ſupper againſt their coming, that he might beſpeak a 
great welcom for them againit they come there, I ſay 
there 5re glorious preparations that Chriſt is making to 
entertain his people with, when they are come 1nto 
heaven, ſuch as eye hath not ſeen, nor ear hath heard, 
nor the heart of man can't conceive : all theſe are fruits 
of Chriſt's Aſcenſton. Beſides, their Aſcenſion in bo- 
dy and ſovl at the laſt day, is a fruit or conſequent of 
Chriſt's Aſcenſion, he aſcended that they might aſcend 
after him, Father 1 will that they which thou haſt 
given me, may be with me, that they which thou haſt 
given me, may come and bebold y glory : The Lord 
Jeſus he hath ſer the doors wide open to his people, ha- 
ving unlocked them, and taken the Keys , he hath nor 
only the Keys oi heaven, but of hell; andthe Lord he 
hath ſer a flaming Sword by the way of Paradiſe, that 
after Adam had ſinned he ſhould not come there : bur 
Chriſt by bis Aſcenſion, be hath raken away that Sword 
2nd opened the door, and ſet forth that glory, that they 
ſhall all be put into the poſſeflion of that glory which 
he hath prepared for them , and this Aſcenſion which 
they ſhall partake of at the laft day, 152 bleſſed conſe- 
quent of Chrifts Aſcenſion into heaven. TI thought to 
have ſpoken of the fruit of Chriſt's Mediation or Inter- 
ceſlion, and ſo have come to the Uſe, but I ſhall reſerye 
t for another time. 
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And hu fruit was ſreet to my taſte, 


Shewed you what this fruit 1s, that is ſweet : there 
are ſeveral kinds of fruic that grow upon Chrift : 

you have heard of the fruit of his heart, the 
fruit of his lips, the fruit of his loins, the fruic 
of his life : I ſpeak the laſt day of the fruit of his death : 

and I ſhewed you ten ſeveral fruits that grow upon this 
bough : I ſpeak alſo of the fruit of his Reſurrection, 
and the ale of his Aſcenſion; I ſhall repeat nothing, 
becauſe I muſt be ſhort. Here's but one bough more, 


- and that is his Isterceſſion, or his ſitting at the right 


hand of his Father. Now, what's the fruit that 
Srows upon this bough, the fruit of Chrifts Interceſ- 
mw 

, Firſt of all, The aftual Application of all that 
he Gd purchaſed unto his people ; this is the iruit of 
Chriſt's Interceſſion, he hath purchaſed by bis death, 
and applies by his Interceſſion: the Lord Jeſus he 1 in- 
tercedes for them in particular, he hath all their names 
In particular upon his breaſt, and he doth not only in- 
- tercede 
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tercede for them in the lump, but for every particular 
ſoul that his Father hath given him : ſo he tells S:mor 
Peter, I have prayed for thee Simon, that thy faith 


fail not ,, Chriſt hath purchaſed pardon of fin by his 


blood, but the Application of pardon to this and that 
ſoul, it's the fruit of Chriſts Interceſſion ; and fo he 
hath purchaſed grace, and he hath purchaſed glory by 
his blood; but the giving out of grace, and putting the 
ſoul into aQtual poſſeſſion of glory, this 15a fruit of 
Chriſt's Interceſſion, ; 

2. Again Secondly, There 1s another precious fruit 
grows upon this bough, and that is, The large way, or 
door that is made and ſet open for poor ſinners to come 
to God the Father by. There 1s alarge door for poor 
ſinners to come to God by, and that this door 1s open, 
5nd held open, we are beholden to Chrifſts Interceſ- 
fron ,, in Heb, 7,25. He lives for ever to make In- 
ferceſſion for all that come to God by him, and there- 
fore, ſaies the Text, Fe # able to ſave to the utter- 
70ſt all that come to God by him: lo that now the poor 
finner that durft not come tro God, that ſtood afar off 
trembling, that Ilook*dup like the poor Prodigal, and 
ſaid, Father I have ſinned before thee in thy ſight, 
and am not worthy to come under thy roof : even for 
fuch poor ſouls hath Chriſt ſet open a door by his In- 
terceſſion to come to God, 

Will ever Chriſt plead for ſuch a oneas I am? Yes, - 
ſaies the Text, He lives to doit; he lives for ever for 
that end, to make Interceſſion for them that come to 
God by him, 

But is it poſſible that ever Chriſt ſhould prevail for 
ſuch a one ? though Chriſt be willing to intercede, is it 
poſlible that he ſhould prevail for ſuch a ſinner ? 

Yea, it's poſſible with Chriſt, for He able to ſave 
ro the uttermoſt ; if he could not preyail, he were nor 
: G 3 able 
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able to ſaye to the uttermoſt, but, fates the Text, He 
is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come to God 
by him. OF 

3. Again, Thirdly, There 1s another precious fruit 
that grows upon the Interceſiton, and that 1s, The pre- 
ſentation of the perſons, and of the Sacrifices of all 
his people in his own name and righteouſneſs unto God 
hu Father ; this is the fruit of Chriſt's Interceſlton : 
He takes all his Children by the hand and leads them to 
his Father, Lo, faies he, here am I, and the Chilaren 
thou haſt given me. Fathes, theſe arc my friends, theſe 
are my. beloveds, let them find welcom in heaven for 
my ſake, he preſents alſo their ſacrifices, all their fer- 
vices, their prayers, their praiſes, and their works, 
and wathes thera in his blood , it is faid in the Revela- 
tion, there was an Angel ſtood by the Altar with a 
Cenſet in his hand, and he offered much ſweet In- 
cenſe, which he mixed with the prayers of the Saints : 
the Lord Jeſus is that Angel, he mixes all their fa- 
crifices with his Incenſe, that their prayers and prailes 
may aſcend before the Lord as Incenſe, that all their 
Iiftings up of bands and hearts may be acceptable, 

4. Again, Fourihly, There's another fruit upon 
the bouch of Chriſt's Intercettion, and that 1s, The 
caſting out of all thoſe Indiftments which are brought 
into the (ourt by malicious Adverſaries againſt any 
of his people : the Lord Jeſus firs at the right hand of 
the Father to caſt them out ; the Devil brings many a 
black bill of Indi&ment, but the Lord Jeſus fits there 
to rebuke him, in Zach, 3. 2, The Lord rebuke thee 
Satan, faies the Angel, the Lord rebuke thee : he 
pleads for them, he is their Advocate, he lets his Fa- 
ther know that all the accuſarions that Satan brings1n 
are out of maliceand envy : he 1s a malicious wrath- 


ful wretch, a Murderer frem the beginning, be hath 
alWaics 
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slwaies ſought the deſtruction of my ſeryants, and 
therefore Father hear him nor, ſates he, for he accuſes 
out of malice, he hath alwaies been a falſe accuſer, 
he was caſt out of heaven for a common Barreter , 
and therefore Lord let him not plead at thy Bar ;, there 
are many Bills brought in, but the Lord Jefus he ſhews 
the Crolſs that is made over them, they are all croft 
with the croſs of his own blood, al} is diſcharged, all 
1s paid ; that Chrift by his blood makes a mighty noiſe 
in heaven : fin cries loud many times, but the blood 
of Chriſt cries louder, it fills all the Throne with out- 
cries, and it will be heard, ir will be heard when it 


ſpeaks for moor finners : this is a precious fruit of 


Chriſt's Interceſſton. 
5. Fifthly, The preſervation of the Saints in 4 


ftate of grace ,. 1s a ſruit of Chriſt's Interceſlion, 


they can't fall, it's not poilible they ſhould be pluck'd 
out of his hand, for he holds them ſure, he is con- 
tinually Intercedins for them, it's not poſlible they 
ihould be forgotten in heayen, for he alwaies bears 
their names, and preſents them unto his Father ; he 
Intercedes continually for more grace, for new grace 
and for new ftrength, and new ſupplies to be given out - 
every moment for his people, and therefore it's nor 
poſſible their fatth ſhould fail : 7 have prayed for 
thee that thy faith fail not; 1t's not poſſible thar 
their faith ſhould fail ; and this 1s a fruit of Chriſt's 
Interceſſion. Chriſt intercedes for his people, and 

therefore they are kept, and ſhall be kept by his migh- 
ty power through faith to ſalvation, I might add, 
The proteftion of Churches, and the deſtrultion of ene- 
wes, as a fruit of Chriſt's Intexceſſton ; he fits to 
prote& his people, and he fits there to deſtroy his ene- 
mies : Sir thou at my right hand till I make thine 
enemies thy foot- ſtool; the Lord in that day ſhalt 
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make Kings ſubmit unto bim; He ſhall ſtrike through 
Kings in the day of his power : Intimating that ihe 
ſubjeQion of all enemnes is a fruit of Chriſt's Interceſlj- 
on. Theſe are the fruits that grow upon this bough. 
Now,you have in part ſeen what fruit this Tree bers, 
let us make Application, 

V/e, Firſt of all, Tf the fruit that grows upon 
Chriſt be ſo ſweet to a believing ſoul, Then, 

I. Uſe of Conviction, Firſt, This may ſerve for 
Conviction unto ſuch as tafte no ſweetneſs in, Chriſt's 
fruit, that have no longings, no deſires to eat of the 
fruit of this Tree, why certainly it's an evidence 
againſt ſuch, they never were yet eſpouſed to Chriſt. 
It's ſaid of young women in their breeding condition, 
their defires are aiter fruit, rather to feed on fruit 
than other meat ; 1am ſure it is ſo with ſuch as are the 
Spouſes of Chriſt, their defires are alwaies after fruit, 
they would by their good will eat nothing elſe, rheir 
fouls are alwaies longing after ir, they can't make a 
good meal, though they have never ſo much of 
creature comforts, 1t they have not a Giſh of this fruit, 
of this fruit char grows upon this Tree of Life : Oh 
poor creatures (they know not,ſfuch as find no ſweetneſs) 
ſurely they:know not what this fruit is, If thou knewe{t 
the gift of. Gea, fates Chriſt tothe woman of $Sama- 
ria in John 4. 10. and who it 15 that ſaith unto thee, 
Give me to arimk,, thou wouldeſt have ashed of him, 


and be would have given thee ling water , poor . 


ſoul, thou knoweſt not what this Tree of Lifeis : Oh 
my friends, if you knew this Tree, the ſweetneſs of 
it, you would ſay, Lord pive us ever to eat of the fruit 
of this Tree; whart pity is it that ſuch ſruit ſhould 
be loſt, becauſe poor ſouls know not the goodneſs 
and {weetr.e's of it ! It's very ſtrange that poor ſinners 
ſhould take ſo much dciipht in the world, ſo much 
delight 
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ny times it's a preat fore-runner of death : 
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6elight in the fruit that grows wpon their own ſtock, 
ſo much pleaſure in the fruic of iniquity, and ſhould 
find no ſweetneſs, nor ſavour in the fruit that grows. 
upon Ghriſt: I ſay there 15 no fruit fo ſweet as this, 
yea there1s nothing lweet bur whit grows upon this 
Tree, no mercy ſweet if it grows not on this Tree, 
if it comes not from this Trce of Life; and yettoa 
carnal heart every thing but Chriſt is ſweet : Oh ſuch 
men and women they have loſt their raſte ; when a 
mans appetite is gone, that's a ſign of a preat di- 
ſtemper ; give him wholſom meats, and pleaſant 


\ rinks, and he tells youthey are bitter and unſavoury, 


ii's a {ign of a great diſtemper of the body, yea ma- 
7 and 
truly it's thus with mens ſouls that taſte not of the 
ſweetneſs of Chriſt, they have loſt their appetite, 
why ? 1's wonderful ftrange they ſhould find no 
{weeineſs in Chriſt : What ! ſweetneſs in your profits 
and pleaſures, ſweetneſs in your Iluſts and harlotry, 
and what, no ſweeimeſs in Chriſt > Poor creatures, 
they have loft their taſte, and ihe Lord grant it be not 
a fore-xunner of eternal death; you have a wo de- 
nounced againſt ſuch men in I/a. 5. 20, Wo unto 
them that call evil good , and good eat, that put 
darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs, and put 
bitter for {weet, and ſweer for bitter: Wo tothem 
that call the Tree of Life bitter fruit, unſavoury 
Iruit, whoſe ſouls find no ſweetneſs in the feeding up- 
on it, andin the mean time find ſweetneſs and delighr 
in thoſe things which are indeed bitter, for the fruit of 
1n is biiter fruit ;- Oh that ſuch men would conſid: r 
theſetwo things ; _ 

1, Firſt of all, What will you do when your de- 
{ rable fruit is taken from you? There was a threaten- 
in3 againſt Babylon 1n Rev. 18, 14, And the 


fruit 
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fruits that thy ſoul luſtked after, are departed from 
thee, and all things which were goodly and dainty 
are departed. from thee, and thou ſhalt find them 
no more at ali: The time will come when this will 
be ſpoken to Contemners of Chriſt, the deſpiſers 
of that fruit which grows upon this Tree of Lite : 
all thy deſirable fruit is departed from thee, that which 
thou tookeſt moſt delight 1n, it's departed from thee ; 
the Lord he can eaſily blaſt your fruic, and cauſe it to 
wither: 1f the Spirit of the Lord do but blow upon 
your comiorts they are gone, they are gone in a mo- 
ment, they wither and they fall off immediately, and 
what vill ſuch men do when their fruit is departed 
from them, if they have not better fruit to live 
upon ? 

2. Secondly, Again, Oh that ſuch men would con- 
fider that feartul threatening againſt deſfpiſers of the 
Fruir of the Tree of Lite, in Prov, 1.31, Therefore 
ſhall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and 
be filed with their own devices : They ſhall eat the 
fruit of their own doings, when they will not liſten 
to Wildoims call , oh my friends it will be very ſowr 
fruit for a man to eat the fruit of his own waies : the 
fruit that grows 1n the High-way fide it's but ſowr 
{ruit, take heed that you deſpiſe not the Tree of Life, 
leſt the Lord ſay you {hall not eat thereof, That's the 
firſt Ule of Conviction. 

2. Again, Secondly, Heres a word of Invitation, 
and I ſhall propound it inthe words of the Pſalmiſt, 
in P/al. 31. 8. a gracious Invitation, O taſte and fee 
that the Lord 1s goed, bleſſed 1s the man that truſt- 
eth in him: You have heard of the fruitthat grows 
upon Chriſt, and now oh my friends come taſte, and 
ſee how good tne Lord is; the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks as a 
man that had feund a good morſel, found ſome cry 

food, 
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food, he was eating of it alone, he found a great deal 
of ſweetneſs init, and he calls his friends, Oh iriends 
come and taſte, and ſee how good it 1s , 1t you dtd bur 
taſte of this meat, you would ſay, Oh tafte and fee 
how good the Lord is, there1s pleaſure and ſweetneſs, 
there's enough to take up all your afte&ions,and all your 
ſenſes, here you may ſee and taſte, you may lee beau- 
ty and taſte ſweetneſs ; the Tree of Lite is not only 
beautiful, good to look upon, beautiful to the eye, 
but it's good for food ; let me tel] you, it's not enzugh 
to fee the beauty of the Tree of Lite, 1t's not enough 
to look upon it, it's not enough to ſee, but your fouls 
muſt rate, you will never be the better for the frutr 
that grows upon Chrift unleſs you taſte it, unleſs you 
come and feed experimentally upon Chriſt : n's not 
cnough to hear that the Lord 1s good, it's not enough 
that you have heard that there 1s fo much pleaſant 
fruit grows upon Chriſt, but as ever you defire to be 
nouriſhed, comforted, revived, ftrengthened and 
quickened , why then come here and taſte and fee how 
good the Lord is : it's mercy ihar you bave an Invita- 
tion; It was a direful threatening in Luk. 14. 24, 
For I ſay unto. you, that none of theſe men which 
were bidaen ſnall taſie of my Supper : That they 
which were bidgen as Gueſts fhould never taſte of my 
iruit; the Lord doth not ſpeak this to you this day, 
he doih net fay, You ſhall never tafte of his fruit, 
but he gives you an Invitation, Oh then come and raſte 
and fee the goodneſs of God, Let me tel] you by way of 
motive, Thar there 1s nothing in the world will-do away 
the curſed and bitter taſte of {in, but only the taſte of 
the fruit of this Tree, Poor ſinners you know not whar 
the taſte of the fruit of ſin1s: oh what bitterneſs m2- 
ny times doth fin leave behind | 1ti's ſweet in the com- 
miſlion, whilſt men are committins fin, whilſt men 
are 
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are in the midſt of thar lufts, in the midſt of their va- 
nities, inthe mid} of their cups, fins ſweer, but oh 
the bitterneſs, the poyſon of Aſps that fin leaves be- 
hind in the Conſcience; you have tried 1t may be ro 
pur ont the taſte of ſn, todo away the bitterneſs that fin 
bath left behind, and you ſwallow many a good Ordti- 
nance after it, many a Sood duty, as you have ſuppoſed, 
you have waſhed with your own tears, and yet the taſte 
of fin 1s left behind : and truly Brethren no wonder ; 
there is nothing in the world will do away the taſte, 

the bitter taſte of fin, but only the taſte of the fruit of 
Chriſt: O come and taſte of this fruit, it will leave a 
ſweet reliſh behind, 1t will leave a rafte in your ſouls 
and conſciences, that ſhall alwaies be above and prevall 
agarnſt the bitter taſte of in, 

Nay fercher, let me tell you, there 15 nothing elſe 
can {weeten your affliction, there 1s nothing elſe can 
ſweeren your temprations, and your trials, but only 
2 taſte of the fruit of Chriſt, this will rake away all 
the bitterneſs : and therefore I beſecch you make good 
proviſion for your ſelves againſt you take thoſe bitrer 
Pilis ; you will have- ſomething that is ſweet by you, 
to ſweeren your mouths againſt you take bitter Pills ; 
Oh that men would make ſuch proviſion in and againſt 
evil daies; death 1s bitter in 1t ſelf, and life is ſweet : 
Oh that the Lord would revive you In giving to you a 


taſte of the Tree of Life, and this will ſweeten all af- 


flitions, and it will rake away the bitternels of the 
ſte of death : ihe Martyrs they felt not the heat of 
the flames, for they had the juice of the Trce of Life 
in their mouths and fouls, 6d the fruit of the Tree 
of Life preſerved them. 

Duet, But how may you know that you have taſted 
of this fruit of the Tree of Life ? 


Anſw. 
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Anſw.You may know it by your deſires after Chriſt : 
when the ſoul hath taſted of the fruit of Chriſt, 1t de- 
fires to taſte more of that fruit, and it will fee an 
averſeneſsto ſin; ſo did the Spouſe of Chriſt, the ſar 
down and delired toeat ( asI told youit was rendred ) 
ſhe ſat down and deſired to ear, and ſtil] to eat, her de- 
fires were carried out ftill after further and further cn- 
joyments and taſts of Chriſt; whenthe woman of Sa- 
”1aria had taſted of the ſweetneſs of the water of Life, 
in Fohn 14. 15. G:ve me to drink, of thu water that 1 
thirſt not ; Give me evermore todrink of this water, 
ſhe taſted but a drop and this gave her to cry out, O 
Lord give me evermore to drink of this water : ſo the 
ſoul having once taſted but a taſte of this fruic of the 
Tree of Life, Lord give me evermore to eat of this 
Tree, of this fruit. 

Apain, It's known by the contentment, delight and 
ſatisfaction, that the ſoul dorh find in Chriſt, by ihe 
taſting of him it hath ſatisfaction in Chriſt, a high 
eſteem, and honourable eſteem, ſuch an eſteem as D.z« 
vid had : he deſired to be a door-kceper inthe Courts 
and Houſe of the Lord: And fo the foul that hah 
taſted of Chriſt, Oh Lord let me eat of thy frur, 
though my condition be never ſolow, let me fit under 
thy Tree, though I fit like Fob on the Dunghil, lee 
me fir down and eat of thy fruit, and 11's enough, ir ſa- 
tisfies 3 when it hath Chriſt, whatever it hath it's ſatiſ= 
fied ; if it be but the fruit of Chriſt's love, it's ſatisfied : 
if it be but a piece of bread, if it hath the love of Chriſt 
with it, I ſhall ſay, Lord my lot is fallen cn a goodly 
ground : and thus ſaith our Saviour, Noman that hath 
arankold Wine and taſtes of new, deſires the old again, 
becauſe it's bitter to him : ſo no man that is once in 
Chriſt defires to taſte of the fruit of ſin, becauſe this 
{ruit is better ; Oh that mayy might be Ay 4 
10, 
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ſin, ſuch as wallow in their luſts, and take more de- 
light in their luſts than in Chriſt, that have not yet 
taſted of the fruic of this Tree of Lite, the Invitation 
1s even to them, unto ſuch that they migh come in and 
rafte, and ſee how SOdd the Lord is. So much fur the 
firſt Uſe. 

2. Vſe. Secondly, A wordof Exhortation to thoſe 
thar have intereſt in Chrift, O that you would come 
and ſirunder this Tree and eat : That Chriſtians would 
{it more under Chriſt, and eat more of his fruit. 1t's 
not enough to give a pluck and away, afnatch and 
away : but the Spouſe ſhe ſat and piuckt and eat, Chriſt 
doth not love a haſting geſture, he doth not love fouls 
haſt in plucking of his fruit ; he doth not love they 
ſhould poſt over Communion with him, bur that they 
thould fi down and eat, Oh chew wel] upon the Tree of 
Life, that y&u may find that ſweetneſs, that infinite 
{wectneſs that is in it: Oh that you would pluck much 
of the fruir of this Tree, you that have intereft in 
Chrift, pluck mych of this fruir, and eat much of this 
fruit, let me tell you, there 1s more fruit grows upon 
one bouph than you can pluck all your daies, and make 
no ſpare ; there 1s more fruit grows upon one bough 
than you can pluck throughout all Eternity; Oh that 
you would every day be plucking a linle z continually 
plucking and eating ſome of the fruit that grows upon 
this Tree of Lite, 11's but a taſte that you can have, 
and therefore you had need be often ,and alwaies taſting 
of that fruit which is in him, 

Belides, you can have bur a taſte of this ſweetnels, 
yer ihis taſte 1s exceeding comfortable, reviving and 
ſtrenochening ; I ſay that very tafte 1 's exceeding com- 
fortable and reviving, there 1s no fruit ſo full of ſpirit 
35 this fruic that crows ypon the Lord Jeſus; and it's 
full of ſtrength, i will ſtrengthen your ſouls abun- 

dantly 5 
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dantly , you may know it's very nouriſhing by the 
ſweetneſs of it: Phyſicians ſay, That which taſtes 
well, it nouriſhes well, and if ſo, Tam ſure this fruir 
is nouriſhing fruit, for it hath the ſweeteſt taſte, 1t bath 
the moſt delightful raſte, O the ſudden firength that 
the taſte of this fruit hath conveyed unto poor weak and 
weary ſouls, to ſuch as have bcen ſpent almoſt in their 
combates, and ready to faint and give up the Ghoſt, 
their ſpirits have been ready to fail within them, and 
the Lord hath given but one taſte of this fruit, ſome 
fruit or other, ihe fruit of his death, or the fruit of 
his *Reſurretion , Aſcenſion or Mediation, and it 
hath given new ſtrength, and new Lite ro the 
poor ſoul, and it hath made ir ſtand up and leap 
for joy : it crept upon the earth before, and now 
it mounts up like the Eagle. Oh this excellent fruir 
that is in Chriſt, it's worth the plucking, and it's worih 
the eating. 

Beſides, you may well pluck much of this fruit 
C you that have intereſt in Chriſt ) you have all the 
advantage that can bez; you have the ſhadow over 
you whilſt you pluck ic, and whilſt youcat ir, you 
need not labour much, and toil much, for the Lord 
( with this Tree ) will be a ſhadow to you, you may 
pluck with delight, and eat with delight under his ſha- 
dow, he will keep oft his fathers diſplealure, you 
may eat and pluck, and eat with delight, and need not 
fear ſurfeir, all the fruitis fully ripe, here Chriſt hath 
bidden you eat without fear, It's the ſin of ſome, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, that they ear without fear : but 
here's the commendation of this fruit, you may eat 
without fear, Men may eat too much of rhe fruit of 
this world, and get a ſurfeit, it may coſt many a Life 
and Soul, bur here Gods people may till pluck and ear, 
ang ear and pluck, and eat abundantly. 
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3. V/e. Thirdly, This Doctrine calls the Saints 
to thanktulneſs: Oh bleſs the Lord tht he hath made 
ſiich proviſton for you, that he hath provided ſuch 
a Tree as this, that you may eat here, and eat in 


heaven, and for ever feed upon tt, and be comforted, 


and ſatisfied , What do you owe to the Lord, you 
that are the people of the Lord? What do youowe 
ro the Lord for his mercy? I ſay, what fhall you 
render unto the Lord for all his loving kindneſs, 


' when you pluck, and when you eat ; look upward, 7 


ſay eat and look upward. Do not eat as the Swine 
eat under the Tree and never look up from whence 
it comes, it's a fin to receive any mercy, fo to take 
them as not tolookup; but when you eat of the fruit 
of this Tree, Oh lit up your hearts and look up un- 
to Chriſt and be thankful ; do but conſfider what poor 
cteatures you are, whar need you have of this fruir, 


yeu had ſtarved, your ſouls had ſtarved and famiſhed 


for ever, if Chriſt had not been a fruitful Tree, all 
the creatures could not havegiven you fruit for yoar 
ſouls to feed on. TI tell you the fruit that 1s upon the 
creature, is vanity, It's periſhing, they could nor 
have nouriſhed you up to eternal life; Oh you had 
famiſhed, you had fainted, you had perifthed ; and 
when you were in this fainting periſhing condition, 

he ſprang up as a Tree the Wiſderneſs, as a Ttee in 
the Foreſt ; he ſprang up in your fainting and wildred 
conditions, he ſprang up and became a fruitful Tree 
unto your nouriſhment. And do you but confider 
what unfruitful Trees you were to Chriſt , when 
Chriſt became a fruitful Free unto you; Oh the 
curſed fruit thar you brought forth ro him, you 
brought forth nothing but fin and death, there's all 
the fruit that you brought to him, you brought forth 


fin to him, and brought forth death 10 your =. 
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Oh that ever the Lord Chriſt ſhould be a Tree of 
Lite unto you , you that were Trees of death un- 
to your ſelves, and Trecs of Death unto bim : your 
fins pur him to deach: That ever he ſhould be a 
Tree of Life unto you, and be a Tree to bring 
forth ſuch fruir, ſuch peace, ſuch pardon, ſuch joy, 
ſuch ſtrengih, oh the infinite love of Chriſt to 
you ! Why certainly Chriſt deſerves a great rent 
for his fruit, it's ſaid in Cant. 8. 1T, 12, That 
Solomon had a Vineyard , and he let it out for a 
thouſand pieces of Silver , if Solomon had fo much 
for his fruit, what deſerves Chriſt for his fruit ? 
Oh the thouſand pieces of Silver, the thouſand Ho- 
ſannahs, the thouſand Hallelyjz's, and thoutand praiſes 
that are due to Chriſt for his fruic ! 

Well; 1 beſecch you, give Chriſt of his own 
fruit, I ſay give him of his own fruit : he re- 
quires nothing from yeu, bur what you may piuck 
from his own Tree; give him his own fruit : as it's 
ſaid of Cain, as wicked as he vas, when the Lord 
bleſſed the ground, he brought of the fruit of the 
ground and preſented it 2s an offering unto the Lord g 
and now if Cain brought the fruit of the ground, 
ſhould 'not you brins the fruit of the Tree? The 
Lord hath given you all the fruit of the Tree toeat 
of ; Oh bring of the fruit of the Tree as a Sacr1- 
fice that the Lord hath given you ſo freely to ear 
of; know that all your mereies come from this 
Tree, and therefore look that all vour mercies, li- 
berries and comforts grow upon this Tree : Oh 
then acknowledge Chrift in a, and ſay with Da- 
vid, O Lord all things come of thee , and of thine 
own have I given thee: So go and return all theſe 
mercies to Chriſt, if thou haſt any thing that 1s 
good, ſay, Lord this grew upon thy Tree, and I 

H an 


x10 ' Chriſs compared to an Apple-tree. 
am beholding to Chrift for it :- if thou baft any 


grace, any ftrength,- any ability, any- opportunity 


to do for God, to ſerve thy Generation, ſay, Bleſ- 
ſed be Chrit for it, it's none of my fruit, but it's 
Chriſts fruir, this ſtrength and that grace, it grew 
upon that Tree, I bleſs the Lord for it;. Oh be 
taken up with admiration, with holy admiration; 
there is a world of prectous fruit that grows upon 
Chriſt : you have heard but a litle of. it, ob be 
taken up with admiration, continually be taken up 
with thankſgiving and acknowledgement , give all 
| back again to Chriſt, and by that little, that little 
fight of the poodne(s, and: the linle taſte of che 
ſweetneſs that the Lord now pivcs you of the Tree 
of life, rife higher, do not reſt here, bur be riſing 
higher and higher, and ſay, Oh Lord if the fruic 
be ſo ſweet, what's the Tree it ſelf? How excel- 
tent and glorious is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Free 
of life, frony whence fuch precious fruit doth grow? 
Reſt not upon any thing bur Chriſt, and be Rtill aſ- 
cending higher and higher, and'ſay, Lord if this fruit, 
the fruic that T now taſte be ſo ſweet, what is the 
fruit that 1 ſhall rafte of in. heaven } 1f I taſte 
of the fruit of the loweſt boughs, and they be fo 
ſweet, What is the fruit that grows upon ihe top 
branches, which 1s reſerved for the Saints to pluck, 
and to eat of when they ſhall come uato heaven ? And 
ehus F have given you 1n part to fee the meaning of 
theſe words, and how uſciully ihey may be enlarged in 
your -ovin Mecuation, and remember the Text, it's 
worthy you ſhouid ſpend many thoughts upon it : As 
the Anple-tree amo:1o the Trees of the Wood, fo i ny 
beloved among the ſons: T ſat down under his (had: w 
with great delight y and by Fruit WY 44 ſiyeet fo 10'4 
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MATT. 183. 21; 27. | 


Then Peter tame to him and ſaid, Lord, how 
oft ſhall my Brother ſin againſt me, ana 1 

 forgivehima ? till ſeven times? _ 

Feſus faith unto him, 1 ſay not unto thee un- 
til ſeven times : but until ſeventy times 
Jen, 


Ere is Peter's Queſtion unto Chriſt about 

the Forgiving of Offences, and Chrifts 

E FR Anſwer unto Peter's Queſtion ; you muft 

A ©. know that the Queftion, and ſo the An- 
{wer relates unto particular offences, perfonal of- 
fences, ſuch wrorigs and injuries as are done by one man 
unto another; As for thoſe which are more immedi- 
ately againſt God, and more publick, Chriſt doth 
- give another rule in this Chapter : bur this, I ſay, 1s 
concerning perſonal offences or wrongs which are 
done by one man unto another. How often ſhall my 
Brother ſin againſt me, and I forgive ? 1 1s true, 
every ſuch offence is a fin againſt God, and lo far as 
!t 1s a fin againſt God, there is no man can forgive : 
— —__ che 
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am beholding to Chri& for it : if thou haſt ary 


grace, any ftrength,- any ability, any. opportunity 
to do for God, to ſerve thy Generation, ſay, Bleſ- 
ſed be Chrit for it, it's none of my fruit, but it's 
Chriſts fruit, this ſtrengih and that grace, it grew 
upcn that Tree, I bleſs the Lord for it ,. Oh be 


taken up with admiration, with holy admiration; 


there is a world of prectous fruit that grows upon 
Chriſt : you have heard but a little of: it, ob be 
taken up with admiration, continually be taken up 
with thankſgiving and acknowledgement , give all 
back again to Chriſt, and by that little, that little 
hight of the goodneſs, and: the linle taſte of ihe 
fwectneſs that the Lord now gives you of the Tree 
of life, rife higher, do not reſt here, but be riſing 
higher and higher, and ſay, Oh Lord if the fruic 
be ſo ſweet, what's the Tree it ſelf > How excel. 
tent and glorious is the Lord Jeſus Chrift the Free 
of life, from whence ſuch precious fruit doth grow 2? 
Reſt not upon any thing bur Chriſt, and be ill aſ- 
cending higher and higher, and ſay, Lord if this fruit, 
the fruic that 1 now taſte be ſo ſweet, what 1s the 
fruit that 1 ſhall cafte of in. heaven þ 1f I taſte 
of the fruit of the loweit boughs, 4:d they be fo 
ſweet, What 1s the fruit that crows upon ihe top 
branches, which 15 reterved for the Saints i pluck, 
and to eat of when they {hall come uato beaver > And 
chus I have given you 1n part t6 fre the mcanins of 
theſe words, ind how uſciully ihey may bz enlarged in 
your ov5n Meditation, and reruember the Text, it's 
wortiy you ſhouid ſpend many thoughts upon it : 4s 
the Anple-tree amor the Trees of the iVoud, fo ut =; 
beloved among tie ſons; T fat down under bis (1a: w 
with great delipis, and by fri was fer tt 
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MATT. $5: 21,21 


_ L Then Peter came to him and ſaid, Lord, how 
| oft ſhall my Brother ſin againſs me, and 1 
nc  forervehim ? till ſeven times* 

ÞÞ JF Feſus faith unto him, 1 ſay not unto thee un- 
—_— til ſeven times : but until ſeventy times 
e- ſeven, 

—_— 

s, | 

- ; F Ere is Peter's Queſtion unto Chriſt about 
» 3 T the Forpiving of Offences, and Chriſts 
” -þ Anſwer unto Peter's Queſtion ; you muſt 
P A A know that she Queſtion, and ſo the An- 
b, {wer relates unto particular offences, perfonal of- 
4 fences,ſuch wrongs and injuries as are done by one man 
1 anto another. As for thoſe which are more immedi- 
Q ately againſt God, and more publick, Chriſt doth 
? give another rule in this Chapter : bur this, I ſay, 1s 
y concerning perſonal offences or wrongs which are 
l done by one man unto another. How often ſhall my 


Brother ſin againſi me, and 1 forgive ? It 1s true, 
every ſuch offence is a fin againſt God, and o far as 
It 15 a fin againſt God, there is no man canforgive : 
— MS che 


112 Of Forgiving Offences, 
the Lord only can forgive fin, he againft whomthe 
fin is committed : but now there is an offence or wrong 
which is done againſt man, and fo far as the offence is 
apainſt man, man may forgive ; man cannot forgive 
Gods part, but ſo far as the offence is againſt man, 
man may forgive it ; nay Chriſtians ought to forgive 
it, ſo far to forgive it as notto ſeek any revenge for the 
wrong done. How often ſhall my Brother fin or of- 
fend againſt me? By Brother here we are to under- 
ſtand any relation, any friend, any neighbour, any 
man that we have to do with, if that he hath done 
any wrong or any offence, he's comprehended under 
this. relation of a Brother : any man, for we are all 
Brethren, How often ſhall my Brother ſim againſt 
me, and-I forgive him ? till ſeven times? there 1s Pe- 
fer's Limitation : he ſeems to give an anſwer to 
himſelf, for it comes ſhort of the anſwer of Chriſt : 
Shall I forgive him ſo often, ſaies Perer > Lord | what 
fhall I forgive him ſeven times? It ſeems to be hard 
to forgivea brother ſeven times : but ſee how Chrifts 
anſwer doth exceed Peter's, Chriſt wilt have no ſuch 
bounds: ſet as ſeven times, / ſay net anto thee, till 
ſeven times, but until ſeventy times ſeven: As if 
Chriſt ſhould ſay, Wherefore doft thou ſay ſeven 
times to ſer the bounds of thy forgiveneſs ſeven times 
io thy brother? 1'te have no ſuch bounds given : you 
think ir a great matter to forgive ſey:n times, I ſay 
unto you, That tt 15 the Will of my Father thaiyou 
forgive until ſeventy times ſeven ; a certain number for 
an uncertain ; ſeventy times ſeven, that is, I will have 
you to multiply forgiveneſs : not that Chriſt himfelf 
dath fer bounds to ſeventy times ſeven, that they ſhould 
proceed ſo far and no further ; but 1 will haye you to 
forgive very often, nay, as often as thy brother 
doii offend, not fever times, but I ſay ſeventy 
| LHmeS 
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Of Foretvins Offences. 113 
times ſeven, That which I ſhall obſerve at this time 
is this: 

Do#, How far the thoushts of the Lord and the. 


wates of the Lord are beyond our wales and our 
thoughts in this matter of forgiveneſs ; Peter thought 


ſeven times for a man to forgive an oftending brother, 


was a great matter, but ſeventy times ſeven was not 
enough , and know that what the Lord Chriſt doth 
here give in as a duty unto Perer, and to all the Diſc- 
ples, that the Lord Jeſus himſelf doth affert as his 
prerogative in the matters of forgiveneſs, in the mat- 
ter of forgiving offences and tranſgreſſions, The Lords 
thoughts and the Lords wales are infinitely above 
ours, This truth I ſhall handle at this time, to make 
way for that main Doctrine of the Text, which is 
the Doctrine of Forgiveneſs, forgiving Offences. 


Now that the Lords thoughts, and the Lords waies, 


are ſo far aboye ours, it 1s clear from Scripture, 1/. 
55-7, 8,9. ſee it was in the matter of forgiveneſs this 
is ſpoken : Let the wicked forſake bus way, and the 
unrighteous man bs thoughts, and let him return un- 
to the Lord, and he will bave mercy, and to our God, 


for he will abundantly pardon : For my thoughts are 


n0t your thoughts, neither are your waies my waies, 


ſaith the Lord: for as the Heavens are higher than 


the Earth, ſo are my waits higher than your waies, 


| and my thoughts than your thoughts, Though you 


cannot think that T ſhould multiply pardon, you think 
ſeven times hard, but the Lord can multiply unto ſe- 
venty times feven ; the Lords waies are not as your 
wates, nor his thoughts as yours, for his choughrs are 
above your thoughts, as the heavens are abovethe 
earth ; now this ſhews us how far ſhort we do imitate 
the Lord in forgiving others : For 


H 3 1. Firſt 


I 14 Of Forgiving Offences, 


I. Firſt of all, The Lord when he forgives, he for- 
pives thoſe that are exemzes , this will advance the ex- 
ceeding riches of the Lords grace; I ſay the Lord 
when he forgives, he forgives enemies, for ſo is every 
man by nature ; neither can any man lay down that 
enmity that is in the heart, rill ſuch time as the Lord 


Chrift brings home a pardon, that is the firſt work 


and the ground of all that the Lord doth for a ſoul , 
and of what it doth for him; J will be merciful to 
their unrighteouſneſſes, and their ſins and qniquities 
will I remember no more, Now how far are the 
thoughts and waies of the Lord avove our thopghts 
and waies in this matter of forgiveneſs ! Chriſt he for- 
gives enemies, he brings home forgiving mercy unto 
enemies, and reconciles the enmity thar is in their 
hearts; But oh how far come we ſhort? we are ſo far 
from ſorgiying enemies, as we can ſcarce forgive 
friends; hard to forgive a brother, a dear and near 


relation : Oh how far do we come ſhort of Chrift- 


in that ? 
| Secondly, The Lord when be forgives offences and 
tranſgreſljons to a poor ſoul, he forgives freely : and 


the freeneſs of the Lords forgiveneſs, will appear in 


theſe particulars, 
I, Firſt, In that the Lord is alwazes ready to 


fergive, there is a propenſity in the heart of the Lord 


ro pardon poor finners that come in to him, he 1s 
ready to it, God 1s never unready ; it diſcovers the 
freeneſs of the Lord in this work ; the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks 
of the Lord in Pſal. 86.5. For thou Lord art good, 
and ready to forgive, and plenteous in mercy to all 


them that call upon him, Of tender mercies, God- 


is never unready for this work, alwates ready, ready 
to forgive, the heart of God 1s never out of tune, 


never out of frame for this work, never unready for 
this 
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this work, alwaies ready to forgive : but oh, how fa" 
arethe waies of the Lord-above our waies, for this» 
and his thoughts above our .thoughts? Where 1s the 
man, or where is the woman whoſe heart 1s ready to 
forgive, whoſe heart is never out -of tune, never our 
of frame for this work of forgiving wrongs, 1njuries 
and offences unto them that they do commit them? 
The Lord he isready to forgive, It may be at laſta 
man may be drawn off to forgive a man when friends 
have dealt with him, when he hath been urging it on 
his own heart to be bis duty, when he hath taken pains 
with his own ſoul, and brought the Word home to his 
ſoul, and bath ſmarted for this unreadineſs to forgive : 
but oh, where is the man or woman that looks unto 
God, whoſe heart-is never out of tune, but alway rea- 
dy to forgive? 

_ 2, Secondly, The freeneſs of the Lords forgiveneſs 
appears thus, In that he 1s not only ready to forgive, 
bur he forgives at the defire of the poor creature ; ns 
ſooner doth a poor creature expreſs his defire, butthe 
Lord is ready to expreſs his willingneſs, ſer forth in the 
Parable of the wicked Servant tn Afat..18. 32. 1 for- 
gave thee 'becanuſe thou deſiredſt me , not that this 
his defire was the-cauſe of forgiveneſs, but it expreſt 
the readineſs of the Lord at his deſire to come in, and 
to maniteſt pardon unto him. "Now I pray let us con- 
'tider how farthe thoughts of the Lord, and the waies 
of the Lord in this particular are above ours : for the 
Lord forgives that which is defired ; but ob, where is 
the man almoſt that can ſo eaſily forgive at the deſire 
of him that offends? hardly brought off, although the 
party offending doth delire ir, although friends have 
defired him, - and relations have defired him, and God 
*nath defired him, and Chriſt hath delired him, yer 
'how hardly are they brought off to this work? 
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Of Forgivins Offences. 

3. Again, Thirdly, The Lord forgives freely : it 
appears thus, He doch forgive upon the confeſlion of 
his people, he 1s ready to manifeſt his pardoning and 
forgiving love, 1 7oh,1.9. If we confeſs our ſins, 
he is fauthful and juſÞ to forgive us our ſims: And 
hereby I ſay it appears that he torgives freely, in that 
he forgives upon the very confeſſion of his people, 
though not for confetlion, and not for deſire, as I ſaid 
before ; but yet 1n this way the Lord is pleaſcd to mani- 
feſt forgivenels ; no ſooner doth the poor ſoul confels, 
bu: he preſently forgives.; 1 have ſinned, ſaies David : 
The Lori hath done away thy ſin, ſaies the Prophet 
preſenily, thatis che next word, Now how far 1s the 
way of the Lord above ours? Where is the man that 
1s ready to forgive upon a confeſlion > Yea, although 
there be an acknowledgement of the wrong done, yet 
bow hard a marter 1s it for a poor creature to paſs 
by that wrong ? Thus, how much are we unlike 
10 God ? 

4 Fourthly, Nay further, the freeneſs of Gods 
ſorgving mercy appears inthis, He doth forgive pre- 
fenily, as ſoon as his people look towards bim ; he 
doth not make long delay about the buſineſs, he doth 
no: ſtand to conſider whether he ſhall forgive ſuch of- 
fences or no, bur preſenily gives our pardon : 1 have 
ſinned, ſaies David, and in the next words, The Lord 
bath done away thine iniquity : Now how far isthe 
way of the Lord above us in this > Where 1s the man 
ex woman thar can find in their heart to forgive pre- 
# utly the wrong or injury done ? Oh there muſt be a 
ox.at deal of do to bring off the heart to this work to 
forgive, It may be in length of tme mens hearts 
may be perſwaded, through a longs time they may for- 


pive and forger : bur oh where is the working of 


Brace, (0 bring cf che hear ls of men to forgive pre- 
{cntly ? 
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Of Forgivins Offences. 117 
ſently ? truly in this we come far ſhort of God, and 
the way and thoughts of God. | 
5. Fiſthly, Nay further, The freeneſs of God in 
forgiving a poor ſinner, appears in this, He doth pre- 
went poor ſinful creatures with paraoning mercy , kven 
before they do defire, he prevents their deſire, their 
ſupplicarion for mercy, he brings 1n a pardon to a poor 
ſout, before it hath made any real acknowledgement of 
its offence: I ſaid I will confeſs my ſin unto the 
Lord, Plal. 32.5. And thou forgaveſt me the 1ini- 
quity of my ſin; David aid but tay it in his hearr, 
he h3d bur ſuch a thought, ſuch a purpoſe in his ſoul ; 
well, I will return unto the Lord, and I will confeſs : 
And before Davidcould doit, the Lord he prevents 
him, he prevents him with mercy. And fo another 
Inſtance you have of the Prodigal in Zak. 15. He ſaid 
he would go to his Father and make his confeſſion , 
at the 18 Verſe, 1 will ariſe and go tomy Father, 
and ſay, Father I have ſinned againſ Heaven and 
before thee, &C. and then ar the 20 Verſe it is ſaid, 
He aroſe and came to hu Father, But when he was 
yet a great way off , bis Father ſaw him, and had 
compalſion, and ran, and fell on bis neck, and kiſſed 
bim. Mark how the compaſtion of the Father did 
prevent the confeſtion of rhe Son, I will go ro my 
Father, and ſay, Father I have ſinned io and fo, 
bur before he could utter one word, the Fa: her falls 
upon his neck and kiſſeth him, and forgives his man 
and great tranſgreſſions, and then indeed afterward 
he doth make an humble acknowledgement : And thus 
tae Lord doth deal with poor finners, he doth prevenc 
them with pardon, before they can acknowledpe their 
rranſgrefſion ; and how far is the way of the Lord 
above the way of man in this > Where is the man cr 
woman that will deal chus with an offendine brother, 


Wiih 


T.18 Of Forrnivings Offences, 


wich one that hath done him wrong and injury, that 


will prevent-their defire, and-preyent rheir contc(lion ? 
but men will-rathertand upon it, and think they have 
rather warrant ſo to do: If my brother confefs and 
acknowledge his offence, then it may be wethink it our 
duty to forgive, though bardly to bring off our hearts 
to that : buc where there ts no confeſtion and acknow- 
{edgement, where 1s the man like the Prodigals Fa- 
ther, to run and meet his ſon, and ſeal up forgiveneſs 
before confeſſion, or an acknowledgement 2 This ſhews 
that the way of the Lord in matters.of forciveneſs is 
far above man, the Lord forgives enemies, and the 
Lord forgives freely. Bur, 

3. Thirdly, The Lords waies are above ours, it ap- 
pears in that the Lord forgives fully: He doth not 
-only forgive freely thoſe whom he doth forgive, but the 
Lord forgives poor ſinners fully-; I ſhall make it out in 
thele particulars, As 

1, Firſt, The Lord he doth .fergive all the debt 
When God doth Forgive a ſoul, he-doth forgive all 
offences, a!l tranſgreſſions and-ſ{ins whatſoever : I for- 
,F4ve thee alithe debt ; he doth not forgive -one {in to 
the ſoul, and leave the other to reckon with him for, 
and to condemn him for; but where the Lord forgives 


© One, he forgives all, elſe the forgiveneſs of rhe Lord 


were not full. There are ſome thatthink indeed that 
God may forgive a ſoul one fin, and yet reckon with 
him for other tins ; as the &Crminians ſay, That God 
forgives Original .fan to all the World, and yet con- 
.Gdemns for aRtval ſin ;, bur this is contrary unto the full- 
meſs of that grace of forgiveneſs: As Jeſus Chriſt 
died for fins againſt the Law, ſo he died forthe fin of 
:Unbelief, and when God forgives the ſin of the Law, 
he forgives Unbelief, and overcomes Unbelief, elſer 
Tere in vain for Ged to forgive tranſpreſſion : nou 
Go 
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God could forgive all tranſgrcſſions againſt the Layy, 
yet if God did not forgive tranſgreſfiion againſt the 
Goſpel, we had been ſhut up eternally for that ſin , 
but when God forgives one fin, he forgives all ſins, and 
| herein is the fulneſsof his pardon; Bur: oh how ſhort 
is our way of Gods way in this particular ! A mancan 
find in his heart ro forgive ſome wrong, but to forgive 
all the wrong that a man hath done, this is a hard work ; 
how hardly is the hear of man brought off ro this 
work ? 

2. S:condly, Nay again, The fulneſs of Gods 
forgiving mercy, it appeais in this, He doth not only 
forgive all the offences, where the offences are ſew, 
but he forgives them all where they are many, If the 
ſoul be brought home to Chriſt the great Mediator, 
the great Sacrifice, the Lord forgives for all {ins though 
never ſo many, Luk, 7, 47. She loved much, becauſe 
much was forgiven ber ; though her ſins were very 
many, yet they were forgiven her fully : we can for- 
vive a brother, a Neighbour, or a friend if they have 
done us but a few wrongs, but now when offences 
come to be multiplied, ſuppoſe they were many, Oh 
how hard a matter is it to us to forgive them, though 
eaſie with a Almighty God ? But 

3. Thirdly, Again, The fulneſs of Gods forgiving 
mercy doth appear, inthar he doth forgrve the greateſt 
wrong. He doth not only forgive many when they 
are ſmaſl, but he forgives many when they are preat - 
and herein I ſay is the greatneſs of the grace and of the 
love of God towards poor ſinners, that although of- 
fences be never ſo great, he pardons and forgives them 
all, Though your ſans be as (carlet, yet they ſhall be 
made as white as ſnow, Iſa.1.18. This 1s 1t that agpra- 
vates the offences of his people, in 7/a. 43.24. Thou 
haſt made me to ſervewith thy ſins, thou haſt, wearied 
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me with thine jnquities , yet this follows at the 25 
Verſe, I, even 1am he that blotteth out thy tranſgreſ- 
fi ons for my Name ſake, and will not remember thy 
fins , this was it that did aggravate the offences of his 
people, thou haſt made me to ſerve with thy ſins, 
God he forgives their ſins though they were ſo great, 
that God was oppreſſed under them as a ſervant under a 
bevy burden, and yet ſaiththe Lord, I, even 1 am he 

that blotteth them our: Oh how ſhort is our way of 
the way of God? It may be a man may forgive of- 
jences when they be ſmal], but when they come to ap- 
prehend them great, they are great wrongs done unto 
him, and never was any wronged as I am, by ſuch a 
one, and ſuch a friend ; Oh how hard a matter then 1s 
it to imitate God in forgivins ſuch great wrongs ? 

4. Fourchly, But again further, The fulneſs of Gods 
forgiving mercy appears in this, He fo forgives his 
people as He rerains no grudge in bu heart againſt bis 
people, nothing bur clearneſs in the heart of God to- 
ward his people ; Joſeph was one that forgave his Bre- 


' thren fo freely as he never retained any grudge : he 


takes off their 5ggravation; it was not you, but Ged 
that ſent me hither, therefore be not offended : 

Foſeph herein was a Type of Chriſt, he forgave his 
Brechren ſo fully as he bore no grudge againſt them, 
we never read that he upbraided his brethren ſo much 
as once, for all the wrong they had done to him, there 
was no grudge 1n the heart of 7oſephs againſt his bre- 
thren, there was nothing bur clearneſs in his heart, and 
fo nothing but clearneſs in the heart of God : But oh 
how do we fall ſhoxt of God ? Men may profeſs for- 
Siveneſs, O they forgive their Neighbour ſuch a 
wrong : but oh is there not ſtill ſcme old grudge at the 
bottom that is ready to break out upon all occaſions ? 
How fhort do we come of God in this reſpect 2 Nay 


5. Fifthly, 
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s. Fifthly, Further, The fulneſs of Gods forgive- | 
nels doth appear in this, That he doth not bear any 
grudge, he will not only not upbraid, but He doth 
receive thoſe whom he forgives into neareſt friendſhip 
and fellowſhip with himſelf, Though man did greatly 
ſin againſt God in Adam, and brake his firſt Cove- 
nant, the Lord he enters into another Covenant, a ſc-" 
cond Covenant, and in that Covenant he gives his 
people a nearer admittance unto himſelf than formerly 
in his firſt Covenant, nearer in Chriſt in the ſecond 
Adam than in the firſt ; and truly when ever the Lord 
doth forgive a poor ſoul, and paſs by the failings and 
infirmities of his people, the wrongs and injuries . 
which they .do commit againſt him daily, yer he car- 
ries it as fairly and as friendly with them, as if they 

| had never broke Covenant with him ;, ſo dia Chriſt to 
Peter, though he did wrong and injury to Chriſt, yer 
the Lord Jeſus he doth admit him as near as formerly, 
he doth not only not upbraid him, bur look upon bim: 
as his dear friend. Now how far isthis way of God 
above our wales and thoughts ? It may be you will for- 
give a man that hath done you wrong, yea, but you 
will not truſt him , he was once your friend, but you: 
will never truſt him with your ſecrets again, you will 
have an eye upon him, and watch over himas long as 
ever he lives; Oh | how far ſhort are we in our for- 
giveneſs, of the forgiveneſs of God 2? Bur 

Again, The Lord he doth not only forgive freely 
and fully, but he forgives ſincerely, with all his heart 7 
I will do you good with all my heart and ſoul ; ſo the 
Lord doth not only profeſs with his lips, he doth nor 
only ſpeak itin word, but the heart of God goes alopg 
with it, with every word of pardon : I know my 
thoughts towards you, in Jer. 29.11, they are thoughts 
of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expetted 
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end , he doth not only ſpeak peace, but his heart is full 
of peace, Oh how fincerely doth God forgive! there 
1s no hypocriſte, no diſlimulation, no deceit in Gods 
forgiveneſs : but oh how unlike are we in our thoughts 
and wiies toGod in this? There is many a man pro- 
f.ſſes, ay, he doth forgive, te doth forgive another 
rhat hatch done him wrong, but his heart doth not go 
along with his word, though he cannot but for ſhame 


_ profeſs, yeta mans heart doth check him, and tell him, 


he doth not really forgive even as God forpives, 
Pſals 55. 21. Their words are ſmoother than Oyl; 


- Peaceable words, but war # intheir heart : when 2 


man is put upon it by being urged to it to forgive, it's 
a ſhame not to confefs forgiveneſs, but it is not from 
the heart. Bur 
Again, When God forgives lie forgives unchangea- 
bly : When God pardons, he doth not pardon to day, 
and call ic in to morrow again - he doih not pardon ro 
day andrecallic to morrow : I will be mercifyl to their 
fins, and their iniquities will I remember no more, 1 
will blot them out as a Cloud, as a thick Cloud, A 
Cloud that is blown away and ſcattered that ir never 
come again, ſo doth the Lord give out pardon, he for- 
gives unchangeably. Indeed the Papiſts,and ſome thar 
follow them in that way, God he may forgive, ſay 
they, and yet viſit for tranſgreſſions, and afterward 
ſuch may fall away, and God may call to account and 
vifit for all ſins : but this 1s contrary to ſound Doarin, 
That which is urged by them for the proot of this their 
Aſſertion is that Parable in Marth. 18. that was 
ſpoken upon this occaſion of forgiving : ſome plead 
( upon this Parable ) that God may forgive a man all 
his fins, and yet afterwards calling him to account may 
reckon with him for thoſe very fins: It ſpeaks of a 
certain man who ought his Lord ten theufand Talents, 
| pub 
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but his. Lord forgave him all thedebr, and immediately 
he went forth and fel] upon his fellow ſervant which 
ought him an hundred pence, and took him by the 
throat and caſt himinco priſon, til] he (hould pay all 
the debt; whereupon it 1s ſaid, When his Lord heard 
thereof, he was wroth, and delivered him to the Tor- 
mentors, till ke ſhould pay all that was due unto bims. . 
Now from this Parable ſome plead, That a man may 
be pardoned, and afterwards God may reckon with 
him for thoſe very fins. But by way of Anſwer, 

1. Firſt, Know it is dangerous to ſtrain every Para- 
ble : we are in Parables to look to that which is the 
main ſcope ; it is not that God forgives (as, and then 
ealls to accoum afterward for them again; the ſcope of 
the Parable is, That no man can know he 1s pardoned 
of God, but that man that is ready to forgive wrongs 
and injuries done unto him : Bur yet they will urge pas- 
ticularly this Parable, that the debt was forgiven, and 


yet he called to an account. 


2, Secondly, I anſwer to that, That the Lord may 
forgive ſome temporal puniikment ; when God re- 
moves 4 man or @ people from temporal puniſhment, 
then God is faid to-deliver from fin , and ſo far this 
ſervant was forgiven, and any a perſon. may be for- 
given ſo far, God may give out a promiſe of the re- 
moval of ſome temporal puniſhment, as he did upory 
Ahab his outward confetlion z a man may be fo far for- 
given, that remporal puniſhment for a while may be 
repealed and heid back, and a man by his own- folly 
may pull down ſome greater wrath. And then 

3. Thirdly, Agun, He was never made partaker of 


that pardoning mercy which the Covenant holds forth, 


which appears by the frame of his Spirit after he was 
pardoned, Verſe 26. Lord have patience with me, and 
1 will pay thee all ; i wasno-more than the forgiving 
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of ſome tzmporal puniſhment : he knew not what did 
belong to the Covenant of Grace, he was ignorant of 
Gods way in forgiving ſin, he was a Legilſt, cer- 
rainly this man was never acquainted with the Cove- 
nant of Grace, he did not know that he was a poor 
weak man, and altogether unable to make ſatisfation 
to his Lord, And then 

Aguin, He was never m2de parrtaker of that par- 
doning mercy which the Covenant of Grace holds 
forth, as appears by the frame of his Spirit after he was 
pardoned. Ir was no more than the forgiving of ſome 
temporal puniſhmear, his fin was not pardoned by the 
Covenant of Grace, for if tt had, he would have 
ated more mildly, and not fo irregularly, and dealt 
fo harſhly wich his fellow ſervant. | 

Anl it appears in that other word, in the'z2 Verſe, 
O thou wicked ſervant ; ſo that he was never made 


righteous with the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, for there | 


he is called the wicked ſervant : fo that you ſee not- 
withſtanding what was objeRed, that the Lord when- 
ever he doth forgive a ſoul, he doth forgive unchangea- 
bly, he doth not crols the ſcore to day, and then call to 
an account for the ſame another day, but whom he par- 
dons, he pardons for ever : how far ſhort 1s our way of 
forgiveneſs unto Gods ? How bard a matter 1s it to for- 


pive unchangeably ? David did forgive for atime,when - 


Shimei curſed him, then he made an humble acknow- 
ledgement, but upon another occaſion he commands his 
fon Solomon to fall upon him, that Shimer's head might 
not £0 in peace to the Grave : You ſee then that the 
point is made Food, that the thoughts of the Lord, and 
the waies of the Lord in the matter of forgiveneſs, are 
far above the rhoughts and the waies of man; Pe- 
ter thinks ſeyen times to be a great matter , but 
Chriſt ſaies, not ſeyen times, but ſeventy times ſe- 

yens 
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ven, A word for Apptication in brief to ſhut vp all. 

1. Vjſe., Here 15 incouragement for poor linners 
to come in to Chritt, there is mercy and forgiveneſs 
wich him that he may be feared, and the thoughts and 
wiies of the Lord in this particular, they are as far 
av0ve your thoughts and wares as the heavens are above 
the earth; and oh what a wide open door 1shcre ! Thar 
the Lord would perlwade ſome poor guilty foul to 
come in to Chriſt vy this door of mercy, forgivenefs 
and plenteous redemption : thouph you heave been ene- 
ries, and chough vour hearts be ſtill filled with enmity 
22ainft God, vet know that the Lord 1s able to for- 
Give enemies, and though you have nothing inthe world 
9 procure your acceptance, you can do nothins that 
thould commend you to God, yet know thar the Lord 
he forgives freely, arid though your tranſpreſitons 
have been multiplied, though very many, though very 
Sreat,though you hav madetheLord to ſerve with your 
ſins, and wearied him with your Iniquities, yet heis 
2ble ro blot them owt freely for his ownname ſake : 
Qa then that the Lord would perſwade your hearts to 
come, and to ſubmit to Chriſt, and nor to go on inthe 
way of rebellion, and take hold of that great propitt- 
atory facrifice, and then you ſhall know that the Lord 
forgives, for he forgives you cordially and f{incerely ; 
ke doth fo forgive your tranſoreflions, as be will never 

remember them more, 

2, Vſe, Andit ſpeaks a word of comfort and re- 
ireſhment unto ſuch poor ſouls 25 are in dark and fad 
congittons :; ſome poor fouls that tare look'd to Chriſt 
for righteouſneſs, and yer are found fictins in darkneſs 
2nd oppreſſed with the weight of {tn , and becauſ (it 
may be ) when you look into your own hearts, you 
find they are very narrow, when you are put upon this 
7/0ik of forgiving anocher; you ar: hardly brought off 
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of ſome t2mporal puniſhment : he knew not what did 


belong to the Covenant of Grace, he was ignorant of 


Gods way in forgiving ſin, he was a Lepil:ſt, cer- 
rainly this main was never 2cquainted with the Cove- 
nant of Grace, he did not know that he was a poor 
weak man, and altogether unable to make ſatisfation 
to his Lord, And then 
ASiin, He was never mide partaker of that par- 
doning mercy which the Covenant of Grace holds 
forth, as appears by the frawe of his Spirit after he was 
pardoned. Ir was no more than the forgiving of ſome 
temporal puniſhmear, his ſin was not pardoned by the 
Covenant of Grace, for if it had, he would have 
ated more mildly, and not fo irregularly, and dealt 
{fo harſhly with his fellow ſervant. 
An it appears in that other word, in the 32 Verſe, 
O thou wicked ſervant , ſo that he was never made 
righteous with the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, for there 
he 1s called the wicked ſervant : ſo that you ſee not- 
withſtanding what was objcRed, that the Lord when- 
ever he doth forgive a ſoul, he doth forgive unchangea- 
bly, he doth not croſs the ſcore to day, and then call to 
an account for the ſame another day, but whom he par- 
dons, he pardons for ever : how far ſhort 1s our way of 
forgiveneſs unto Gods? How bard a matter 1s it to for- 
Sive unchangeably ? David did forgive for a time,when 
Shimez curſed him, then he made an humble acknow- 
ledgement, but upon another occaſion he commands his 
fon Solomon to fall upon him, that Shimer's head might 
not £0 in peace to the Grave : You ſee then that the 
Point is made Food, that the thoughts of the Lord, and 
the waies of the Lord in the matter of forgiveneſs, are 
far above the thoughts and the waies of man; Pe- 
ter thinks ſeven times to be a great matter , but 
Chriſt ſaies, not ſeyen times, but ſeventy times ſe- 
yel- 
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gen, A word for Application in brief to ſhut up all, 

. Vje, Here 15 incouravgement {or poor linners 
to come 1n to Cariit, there 1s mercy and forgivenels 
with him that he may be feared, and the LNoug this and 
wiics of the Lord 1n thts particular, thcy are as far 
250ve your thoughts and waies as the heavens rc above 
tne earth; and oh what a wide Open door 15N:re! Thar 
the Lord would periwade ſome poor gu'lty | toul to 
came in to Chriſt vy this door of mercy, forgivenefs 


2nd ptenteous r EGU: thoush be bave been ene- 


res, and chough vour hearts be ill !ed viith enmity 
22ainft God, yet know that the Lord is able to for- 
Five enemies, and though you have nothing inthe world 
_ DN OCUTTC your aCCODLAnce, You Can 49 not nins char 
10uid commend you to God, yet know thar he Lord 
bs forgives freely, aiid chough Your cranigret! {{ons 
have been multiplied, though very many, chongh very 
Ireat,:'hough you hav? made theLord to ſerve with your 
fins and wearied him with Your Miquities, yet teis 
ze to blot them out freely tor his own name lake : 
On ten that the Lord wouid per wade vour hearts to 
come, and ro inhmit to C brit, and not to £0 on inthe 
way of rebellion, and take hold of Lat Freat Propiit- 
zrory facrifice, and then you ſhall know thar the Lord 
lock hes for he forgives you cordially and fincerely ; 
Re dot! 7 {o forgive your cranſor ſions, 4s he will never 
remember them more, 

2. Uſe, Andirt ſpeaks a word of comfort and re- 
freſhment unto ſuch poor fouls 25 arc in dark and fad 
conzitons : fame roor fouls that have look'd ro Chriſt 
for righicouſneſs, and yer are found - in darkneſs 

22d oppreſſed with the weight of {in ; and becauſ (ir 
nay ve ) when you look into your own hearts, you 
ind he are very nirrow, when you are pur upon this 
Yoik of forgiy), Ns another, YOU Rare argly , brourh off 
= } 19 
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to i:, and certainly the Lord may fer this withdraw 
himſelf ; Oh know you have finned after profeftton, and 
you have. ſinned much,yea you have fianed much againſt 
light, and that is that which cuts and makes oreat 
oaſhes but yet know that the Lord gave Command. 
ment to Peter and his Diſciples to forgive ſeventy times 
ſeven; certainly thar command which the Lord gave to 
man to forgive leventy times ſeven, he will certainly 
forgive poor creatures ihough their ſins be numberleſs, 

This is not to ſpur on to ſin, this is no word to invite to 
{in : but this word of forgivenels is to the end the Lord 
may be feared and admired for his great grace ; and 
take heed poor creatures you wrongs not God of that 
which is his greateſt glory : It 1s che olory of a man 
ro forgive ſeventy times ſeven, and the ofiner the more 
Iike unto God ; now do not rob God of his glory, thar 
infinite mercy which put him upon it to forgive ſeventy 
times ſeven, ſay therefore as the Church did in fic. 

7- 18, 19, Who is a God like unto thee that pardoneth 
zniquity, and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſion of the remnant 
of bus heritage ? he retaineth not bu anger for ever, 
becauſe he delighteti in mercy : he will turn again, he 


will have compaſſion upon us, he will ſuodue Our 1n1- 


quities, and thou wilt caſt all our fins into the depth of 
zhe Sea, You may look upon your tranſgreftions, 
nay you ought to look upon your fins, nay and to lye 
low becauſe of your provocations, and abhorr your 


ſelves in duſt and afhes, you can never lye too low in 


the conſideration of your own vileneſs, none have fin- 
n:d againft fo many aggravattons, and finned againſt 
ſo much light and conviction ; when you have thus z wy 
pou your fin, do not rub God of his glory, br 
fay with the Propher, Who ti a God lihe unto thee that 
pardoneth iniquity, that forgiveth great iniquities, and 
many iniquities, who forgiyes ſeventy times ſeyen 
3. Of. 
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2. Vſ/e. Laftly, This ſhould be matter of great hu- 
miliation, that our thoughts and our wates are fo be- 
neath the thoughts and waics of God in the matter of 
forgiveneſs 3 Peter thought 1t a great matter, What to 
forgive ſeven times? Peter's number is very ſhort of 
Chriſts number. Yet where 1s the man or woman that 
is come to Peter's number ? and yet Peter's number 
was ſhort of Chriſts number : Oh what cauſe have we 
to be humbled ? Oneof the Evangeliſts hathir, 1f thy 
brother offend thee ſeven times in a day, and ſay, 
I repent, thou ſhalt forgive him , Oh. how far are 
we from forgiving ſeven times in aday ? We are ſofar 
from forgiving ſeven offences in one day, as we many 
times remember one offence ſeven daies,nay ſeven years 
trogerher ; Oh how unlike is this ro Chriſt > Oh ler us 
therefore labour to walk up to the rule, orelfe never 
profeſs our ſelves to be Chriſts Diſciples. And ſo 
much for this time. 
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MA-FT F: 18. 21, 22+ 


Then Peter came to him ana ſaid, Lord, how 
oft [all my Brother ſin againſt me, and 1 
forgive him ? til ſeven times 

Jeſus ſaith unto him, 1 ſay not unto thee un- 
til ſeven times : but until ſeventy times 
{ever, 


Made entrance before into theſe words : Here is 
Peter's Queſtion and Chriſts Anſwer concerning 
the forgiving of offences, particular wrongs and 
perſonal injuries which are done to any man or 


woman. Peter propounds the Queſtion, and ſeems 


to foreſtall Chriſts Anſwer, by giving an Anſwer to it 
himſelf, which Chriſt did not approve of. But I pro- 
ceed to the main DoErin, which is this : 

Dott.T hat the often forgiving of wrongs and injuries, 
z a duty which Chriſt commends unto,and commands all 
his Diſciples to follow : T ſay until ſeventy times ſeven. 

L. Firft, I ſhallclear this Point to you from Scrip- 
ture, and ſhew you frem the word of the Lord, That 


this 15 a duty that 1s incumbent upon all that profeſs 


chemſelves to be Chriſts Diſciples, 
2, Secondly, I ſhall hold forth unto you divers Ex- 


amplcs 


RE a5 Wks 
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amples of worthy and gracious men, who have pra- 
Ailed this Duty. 

3. Thirdly, And then ſhew you upon what ground 
Chriſt doth commend and command this Duty. 

I, Firſt, Look into the Proverbs of Solomon, where 
Wiſdom ſpeaks, which is Chriſt, Prov. 24. 29. Say 
not I will do fo to him, as he hath done unto me, I wit 
render unto a man according unto his works, Mark, 
here 1s the Counſel Wiſgom gives unto all her Chil- 
_ Say not 1 will do ſo to him as he hath done unto 

Do not ſay, 1 will be revenged of him for the 
wrawd he hath done to me : donot lay, I will give to. 
him as good as he brings, I will recompence him ac- 
cording to his work ; ſay not fo, no, Chriſt will tell 
.you,and Wildom will teach all her ſcholars to unſay this 
Leſſon, you muſt learn to forget this Leſſon, 1 will 
Ao unto bim as be bath dane unto we, ſay notſo; if you 
will be Wiſdoms Scholars, you muſt learn to unſay this 
Leſſon ; indeed fleſh and blood ſaies ſo, and corrupr 
nature will bid you ſay ſo, 1 will do to him as he bath 
done to me, ] will never put up theſe wrongs ; Fleſh 
and Blood will not put up theſe wrongs: and the 
Devil will pur you on to do as you ſay, but Chriſt 
would not have.you. If you would be Wiſdoms Scho- 
{ars fear to purpoſe this in your hearts, much leſs to 
act, Why? what then muſt we do See but what 
Wiſdom invites us unto in Marth, 5. 39, 44. 1 ſay 
ynto you reſiſt not evil, but whoſoever ſhall ſmite thee 
on the one cheek, turn to him the other alſo ; ; and again, 
Love your enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, and 
pray for them which aeſpitefully uſe you and perſe- 
cute you, Here Chrift tells you what you ſhould ſay, 
and whar you ſhould do in caſe of wrongs and injuries, 
namely, to render good for evil, it is the beſt my; 
look into Zuk, 17, Chriſt would reach you your leſſon 


| We if 
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it you would be his Diſciples ; Take heed to your ſelves, 
ſaies Chriſt, take heed : Ay but what ſhould wetake 
heed of ? He doth not bid them take heed of the wrongs 
and 1njuries that others do unto them,that's not the mat- 
ter Chriſt bids them take heed to ; no, but take heed to 
your ſelves,look to your hearts, watch over your affe- 
Ctions,and over your paſſions; when any wrong and in- 
Jury 1s done unto you, then you have need to take heed 
to your ſelves, you do no reſift evil, take heed you do 
not meditate revenge : you are in great danger of f11- 
ning againſt God when wrong 1s done unto you, and 
therefore of all other Counſel, now take heed to your 
ſ-lves : ſee the Epiſtle to the Romans 12. 17, 19, 21. 
Recompence no man evil for evil, Avenge not your 
ſelves, but rather give place unto wrath, for it 1s 
written, Vengeance i mine, I will repay, ſaith the 
'Lord, Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil 
with good. Mark what counſel Chriſt gives here by 
the Apoſtle to all his Diſcipies. Be not overcome of 
evil; When 1s a m1n overcome of evil ( we are ſpeak- 
ing of wronss) When 1s a man overcome with evil? 
Why, when. his ſpirit 1s put out of frame by the 
wrongs and injuries he meets withal, when he ſtrives to 
reſiſt and meditaterevenge, then this man is overcome 
with evil, Whenas a man can pals by the wrongs, 
paſs by an injury that 1sdone, and his foul is drawn 
forth in pity and compatlion rowards that man that duth 
bim the wrong : Alas poor man, he hath wrong: d his 
own ſoul more than me, I have cauſeto pity him more 
chan to ſeck revenge of him : but now when as a mans 
p flion is heightened, to give him as good-as he brings, 
this man is overcome with evil, As it 1s with Fire and 
Water: caſt water uyon the fire, if the fire be quench- 
ed with water, and ſo kept from burning, then we ſay 


the fire is overcome ; but when the tice doth gather to- 
gether 
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ge:her its ſorce, and doth continue its heat and burn- 
ing, isas hot after as before, then ihe fire overcomes 
the water : wrongs ard 1njuries are as water, now 
wrongs and injuries being caſt upon a man, quench his 
love, and that duty which he owes unto any man or 
woman; whenas a man is taken oft from his ducy, 
hindred in the performance of his duty, his love is 
quenched, he cannot perform it : there 1s duty of love 
which he may owe to his Neighbour and brother ; 
but now when this ſhall continue, and he is found doing 
his dury, though he meer with wrongs and injuries, 
yet paſſes them by, and love overcomes them, then 
doth he overcome evil with good: Take one place 
more in Col. 3. 13. Forbearing one another, and for- 
giving one another. If any man hath a quarrel 
againſt any, even As Chriſt forzave You, ſo alſo ao 


3e. Forbearing and forgiving one another, which 1s 


ſpoken to every man, If any man hath a quarrel, and* 
if ir be againſt any man whatſoever, Yet, fates Chriſt, 
ics your duty to forbear, and not only to forbear but 
allo ro forgive. A man may forbear, yet not forgive : 
torbearing one another, and forgiving one another, 1s 


_ the pattern that 1s ſer before us, which is Chriſt him- 


lelf, even as Chriſt gave himſelf as a pattern, even 
{odo ye, not only forbear but alſo forgive. 

- 2, Secondly, But the ſecond work is to ſhew you 
the exainple of many blefled ſeryants of God that have 


| been very eminentinthis very duty, very ready to for- 


give wronss and injuries which were done by others 
unto them; and oh that by their eximple we might 
be drawn unto a holy imitation of them! 

i. Examp, And the firſt Example that I ſhall men- 
tion is Foſeph : Foſeph was 2 man that had much of the 
Spirit of God, he was a man that received many 
wrongs and injuries from his Brethren, they could nor 
I 4 endure 
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endure bim, they hated him, they conſpired againſt 
him, they fought 10 take away his life ; when they 
were prevented 1n thar, then they ſold him, {old bim 
as a (live, ang 1i the Lord had not been the more mer- 
ciful ro him, he had ended' his daies in ſlavery and 
bondage ; and this was from his Brethren, and yer we 
find mn Joſeph a great readineſs of forgiving all thoſe 
wrongs and injuries which were done unto him by his 
Brethren ; in (Jen. 455.7, 8. Be not grieved ( laies 
he ) nor angry with your ſelves, that. ye fold me ht- 
thr, for God aid ſend me before you to preſerve 
life, And God Jem we before you, 10 preſerve you 
4 poſterity in the earth, and ta fave your lives by a 
grcat Gel:verance , fo It was. nor you that ſent me hi- 
ther but Gud, ©c. See how this good man doth 
not only lorgive the wrongs and injurics, but «n- 
deavours to comfort his brethren, to take off their 
fears and to, take oif their grief; and therefcre tells 
th:m, theſe three times ogcther, It Was not YOu but 
God, God ſent mc hicher, and God ſent mae hither, 
and God {cnt mie for gracious ends z not a word that fas 
vouis of any grudge, orany ſpirit of Revenge : Nay, 
afterward whenas old 7acov their Father was dead, 
they mis be think now Foſepin would reme': ber their 
old unkindneſſes now their Father is dead ; in Gem, 

0.19 But as fer you, ye thought evil againſi me, 
oh God meant it unto food ; they befought tim 
that he would not remember their old unkindneſs : : 
Fear not, am I in the place of Ged? Doyou think 
I will take upon me to revenge the wrong, to revenge 
a" 17 jury 2 that wereto ſet my (cif inthe place of God, 
Ve eHgr arch is mine, faies God, and 7 wil repayit :; God 
forbid ihat ] houid ler my ſclf in the place of God, 
vau need not icar that 1 willdo you wrong, that T will 


revenge me of » /9u, God bath curncd it for Good, God 


" hath 
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hath turncd it for good to you and me and more 
people, and the before God {orbid that 1 ſhould take up- 
on we, tO turn that into evil which God hath mace 
for £009. 
2. Examp. A ſecond Example for our imitation : 
And that is doſes, a man {ul} of ihe Spirit of God, 
a man that had great acquaintance and !amiliarity with 
God, Ged ſpake with him face to face ; now Moſes 
he was very ready to forgive all perſo nal wrongs and. 
injuries. Many times wnen Rog Children cf Tſrael 
murmured apainſt him, they laid all upon him : Thou 
haſt br ought os from our of E7ypt to lay us herein 
this place, 3nd thou haſt done his wrong unto vs 
e Hoſes even at that time interccdes for his people in 
Numb. T4. 2, eoſes is ſo far from avenging the 
wrong.that he is the firſt man that eps in ſor pleading 
for this people at the 17, 18, 19 Vries ; and therefore 
he belceches Ged, that God would be ple:fed to p: fs 
by this their ranſpreffion ! | Anu ihere 1s one remarka- 
ble Inſtance of eFZe/es his mecknels 2nd readineſs to 
forgive wrongs and injuries dune unco him, in the 
twelith of Numbers 1n the beginning of the Chapter, 
1s ſaid, Joſes was very meek, be was the mcche(t 
man on 'the Face of the Earth, he doth not reply one 
word, *Iis faid that Miriam and Airon fpake againſt 
him becauſe of the Erhiopian woman that he h: :d mar- 
ried, and ſaid, Hath the Lord ſpoken enly by Hoſes ? 
hath hs not Poker by walſo? He dothnot reply one 
word to them , they reproached nis Wife, that he had 
matrricd an Ethiopian ; : and that he was a man har ha d 
taken too Much upon lym : bur AZe/ſes Cot hn notrepiy 
again, bur God takes 24oſes pirt, and calls Aaron and 
Miriam to ſtand before him, and God {mites Ari gn 
with a Leproſic, becauſe ſhe carricd ir ſv before him ; 
and yet look into the 13 Verſe, Afoſes cried unto the 


Lord, 
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Lord, ſaying, Heal her now I beſeech thee; Moſes 
was the man hat was wronged by A:riam, and A- 
114m Was caſt into a Leproſte, and now Moj es1s the 
firſt man that ſteps unto God to plead for her ; #7 his 
great love and readineſs that was in him to for-ive and 
p3ſs by injuries, which made him to forget his duty 10 
God, limiting him for the time, ea! her now, O 
God, I beſeech thee, let it be done now I beſeech 
thee 3 Obhere's a pattern, here 15 an Example for the 
1mMicacion of all ! 

3. Exawmp. A third Example that 1 ſhall mention, 
is that of David: David a man ful! cf the Spirit of 

God, and we hind tim a man ready to pls by perſonal 
wrongs and injuries : Becauſe thar Shimmer; had curſed 
him, Tome of David's Worthics would bave ſmoxe off 
his head, and David would not ſuffer them, It may 
be, fatth David, God hath hidden him to go and ſay, 
{urſe David: Tins was a foul afperſion eait upon Da- 
vid, Come out thou bloody man, come out thou bloody 
man, lee the 2 Sam. 16. 6, 7,8, anl 2 Sam, 19. 21, 
22, 23, Whenss one of David's Captains would 
have had him put S»:mer to death, No, fates he, I well 
not Revenge, but fates, What bave 1 to do with you, 
ye fons of Zerviahn ? Nepardons Shimet, and ſwear; 
unto him, Tart he ſhould not be put to death for this 
his Conſpiracy. And fo in the matter of Saul, Da- 
vid was greatly oppretfſed and perſecuted by S.n!, 
though Saul feemed 'to be pur into his hand, when he 
took him allzep 1 in the Cave, and hid an opportunity to 
avenge his cauie upen its enemy, yet David would not 
doit. It is true indeed David's foor had almoſt flip 1n 
the matter concerning Nab.z/ when he {ware he would 
be avenged upon Nabal for the affront done to him : 
but when 4: 1g4:l Comes and plezds wih David, he 
doth accept of hec countel and bieſs God, On bleed 
5 
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he the Lord that bath ſent thee to withvola my hand 


from ſhedding blood, and from avenging mine own 
cauſe this day; and thus you ſee David wasa manrea- 
dy to forgiveand to put up wrongs and injuries. 

4. Examp. One Example more fromthe Old Te- 
ſtament, and thatis of Eliſha in 2 Kings 6. 12, 13,14. 
The King of Syria took an Army toapprehend El:ſna, 
now they came to the City where E1:ſha was,to take ut, 


| and there God {mites them with blindneſs, and Eſhy 


he comes and takes them and carries them into the City 
of Samaria , at the 22 Verle, when Eliſh.ihad brought 
the Army into the mid{t of the City of Samaria, nd 
the King of Iſrael would have been [miting of them, 
ſaies he, Jy Father, ſhall I ſmite them ? ſhall I ſmite 
them 2 Saies the Prophet unto the King, Thou ſhalt nor 
ſorite them ; Set bread and water before them, that 
they may eat and drink, and go to their Maſter. 
Though they came on purpoſe to apprehend him, and 
carry him to their Maſter and ſo to take his life, yer 
the Prophet ſeeks not to avenge himſelf of them , bur 
on the contrary, requites them good for the evil they 
Intended towards him. 

5. Examp. And ſoif we look into the New Tefta- 
ment, there is ſome worth the taking notice of : As 
Stephen the Martyr, they did nor only wrong Stepher 
in his name, bur in his eſtate, and inhis very life, yea, 
they pur him todeath: he was fp far from ſecking re- 
venge, that the laſt words he breathed forth with his 
{oul, I ſay the Jaſt words were, Lora, lay nor this frm 
to their charge; and when he had ſaid it, he fell 
aſleep. 

6, Examp. And ſo the Apoſtle Paul 1n the Galati- 
ans, \ake his Example, it is worthy our imitation, in 
Gal. 4. the Galatians hid done him a great deab ot 
wrong, they had unde valued his Miniſtry, and fet vp 
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faife Teachers in oppoſition to him, and the Apoſtle 
he was very free to forgive the wrong, fo far as it was 
perſonal ; declaring that he did acknowledge it notts 
be any wrong, 12 Verle, Brethren, 1 beſeech you be 
& I am, for T am as ye are, ye have not injured 
here 1s a gracious ſpirit : : I do not look up- 
07 It 2s any Injury as it concerns me, 1 do freely pals 
it by, Nay, 

. Examp, Wehave not only the Example of man, 
Hut the Example of Chr:ſt himſelf; Oh the wrongs 


and Injuries chat were done unto Chriſt 1 Whar meck- 


Wok What ſcourgings ? what buffertings 2 what re- 
vilings, what reproaches? inſomuch as the Governor 
wonudred, Whacnothing to ſpeak for thy ſelf? And 
when he was to die, and. oiving up the Ghoſt, Father 
Forgive them, they bnow not what they ao, And then, 
- Exam. That Inftance of the Prodrgals Farber ; 


| Fhe ſon had preaily offznded him, done him great 


wrong, yet the Father runs out to meet him, and be- 
fore be could ſpeak one word of confeflton or acknow- 
tdgemen, the Father declares a readineſs of forgive- 
nels, he ſeals up bis love and forgiveneſs, Falls upon 
ws neck and kiſſes him, Thus you have ſeen the Ex- 
amples of holy men, and of (hr:f# himſclt for a pat- 
rern of paſting by of wrongs and injuries, But now 
for the orounds of the Point : Upon what ground 
doth Feius Chriſt Commend ai.d Command his Diſci- 
pr ro this work and duty of forgiveneſs 2 Why firſt, 

1. Reaſon, The firſt ground 15, Becauſe he hath for- 
given them much, and rherefore he requires that we 
fhould forgive others, that ſo they that are forgiven of 
Chriſt, may teſtitie their love, and alſotheir |iKeneſs 
uno Chriſt : and thar is held forth in the Parable that 
follows the Text; che Lord there had forgiven the 
S:rvant thac ought him tenthouſand Talents, and here: 
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fore he expeRed that he ſhould have forgiven his fels 
tow Servant a few pence, TI ſay all that are Chriſts Dil- 
ciples, all that are Believers, that do beltcve in the name 
of Chriſt, they have very much forgiven thcm of the 
Lord. There isno man but the Lord doth forgive a 
great deal of that temporal puniſhment which he mighe 
mHit upon them ; now there is no Belicyer but the 
Lord doth forgive not only temporal but eternal punith- 
ment, and therefore there 1s an ingagement to us unin 
forgiveneſs: Alas, what are the debts and treſpaiſes 
done tous, or owins unto us In compariſon of whar 
we have done, or what we owe unto the Lord? Our 
fins are ſet forth by Talents, the offences ard wrongs 
done unto us are ſet forth by pente : our fins are {cr 


- forth to be ten thouſand Talents, and the offences that 


are done unto us are but a hundred pence ; when ihe 
Lord doth forgive ſo many tranſgreilions, ſo ireely, 
fully, ſo fincerely, fo unchangeably, the Lord doth 
expect that there ſhould be a readineſs in them to for- 
Sive others from a ſenſe of that forgiveneſs unto them 
of his; thar fo they may teſtifie themſelves to be the 
Children of their Father which is in Heaven, Bur the 
ſecond ground 1s this, 

2.k eaſ.Becauſe thoſe that we are caled upon to for- 
give are our Brethren : How oft ſhall my brother ſin, 
againſt me, and I forgive him ? Chriſt Anſwers, Til 
ſeventy times ſeven, Now there 1sa grea: deal inthe 
very name of Brother that may challenge forgiveneſs, 
and call us upon this duty ; though many, though ne- 
ver ſo many, yet till often and ever called a brother; 
for ſtil] in one ſcnſe or other; every manis 2 brother ; 
ſome nearer than other, though not born of the ſame 
Parents, though not of Kindred, yer he may be a Bro- 
ther inthe ſame faith z though not a Brother in the fa- 
mily, yet a Brother in the ſame Town, City, Country, 
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or Nation; however in the fame common. nature of 
Adam, 1n reſpect of the poor, dark, frail nature eve- 
ry man and woman is a Brother : but ſome relations 
more near than others. This ſpiritual relation, the 
j2me Profeſlion, the ſame Faith, the ſame God, the 
1ame Inheritance :; this 1s a great engag-ment to pals 
by and to forgive wrongs whilſt he is a Brother. The 
Lord when he forgives, he forgives infcriours; there 
15 an infinite diſtance between God and the creature ; 
whenthe Lord forgives a poor creature, theres an 1n- 
finite diſtance betwixt God and man, but not berwixt 
man and man, and therefore upon this account Chriſt 
requires it. But then, 

3. Reaſ. Thirdly, Another ground is this, If there 
be neglect of this Duty unto any of their Brechren, it 
will be a grief unto their fellow-ſervants, and they 
will make their complaint unco their Lord, Ir cannot 
bur be a great grief of heart unto thoſe that are fel- | 
tow-fervants, when any that do profeſs the name of ©W - 
God, ſhall be ſo far from performing this Duty, that 
they thall exprels a ſpirit of Revenge, and a ſpirit oi 
Egmity : it will ſadden the hearts of many Saints, { 

e 
I 


when they ſhall ſee one that is called a Brother, a Pro- 
i:{ſour, when they {all ſee him ſo unready to forgive, 


as he ſhall ſtudy wrongs and injuries, and ſtudy revenge; fi 
it wil] grieve them, and cauſe them many times to go te 
to the Lord and make their complaint, There 1s ſuch 'F 
a man that makes profeſſion of thy Name, and yet MW |} 
walks very unworthy of that profeſſion , very un- = 
futable. Bur, ha 


4. Reaſ. Fourihly, Again, Negle& of this Duty 
will hinder and keep back a great deal of good, and 
pull down a great deal of evil : Chriſt knew this very 
well, and therefore he did command this Duty, Chrift 
knew that the negleR of this Dury would hinder 

men 
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men of a great deal of good ; It may deprivea man 
of many temporal mercies, of many temporal *ſal- 
vations; the Lord may call in the grant of tem- 
poral mercies, whenas he ſhall ſee ſuch a ſpirit 
in any that proiels his Name, as to retain the ſenſe 
of wrongs and 1njifries, and not to paſs them by, 
it Puts the Lord upon 1t many times to recall the 
grant of temporal mercies, as in the Parable fol. 
lowing, Nay not only. ſo, but 1t may deprive the 
ſoul of many ſpecial ſpiritual choice mercies x; Ir 
may hinder the {ſoul from beholdging the light of 
Gods countenance. It 1s true, the foul being once 
pardoned by Faith in Chriſt, God will never re- 
Cail that pardon : Ay but 1f that man or woman 
that is pardoned , and thev have the pardon ſealed 
and witneſſed, yet ſhall walk unworthy of pardon- 
ng love, and ſhall not come up to this Duty of 
forgiving, pardoning , and pafling by wrongs and 
injuries, the Lord will recall the manifeſtation of 
his pardoning Love, and the fenfe of it, thoughnor 
the pardon 1t ſelf. Ir doih not only deprive the 
foul of much good , but it alſo pulls down much 
evil, and not only cutward evils, but ſometimes the 
Lord manifeſts a great deal of wrath and diſfplea- 
ſure upon ſuch a one as is of an jmplacable ſpirir 
to retain wrongs and 1:3juries; as it was with that 
ſervant that would not forgive his fellow-ſervanc, 
the Lord commands thar he ſhould be delivered up 
unto the Tormentor,, and caſt into priſon until he 
had paid the uitermoſt Farthing ; Why, a man 
though he hath but a profeſſion, the Lord lets him 
lone with that formal profeſſion 111] ſuch time as 
2 comes forth with ſuch a waſpiſh peeviſh ſpi- 
-:2 againſt Gods people, and feeks to wrong and 
jure them; Why, then the Lord he takes the 
adyans 
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advantage upon him, and ives him up unto the Tor- 
mentor becauſe of ſuch a waſptih fpirit, whenas 
he will not forgive a Brother a wrons or injury , 
but retiin anger, he cannot find in his heart to 
forgive : the Lord ſometimes comes upon ſuch a 
m22 { though a Chriſtian ) the L:rd comes, and 
takes him, and delivers him up to the Tormen:or, 
delivers him up to Ins awn Conſcience, though 


not to deliver him up our: of his hand, bur the 


Lord will deliver him up unto his own Conſcience, 
unto the manifetation of wrath, till he ſhall have 
made fatisfaction , til] he ſhall have cried our unto 
Chrift for more ſtrength tO cirry.it more Hike un- 
to OY 

5. Reaſon, But laſtly, Chriſt Commands and 
Commends the forgiving of wrongs and myuries, 
that ſo his Diſciples they may have room to a& 
rhetr Graces, and do ſome fingular thins for the 
Lord. in the fifih of eXatthew, when Chriſt pur 
chem upon this Duty , there (ates Chriſt, What 
ſingular thing ao you , if you love them (bat. loos 
jou, what preat matter 1s that ? The Publicans 
ao the ſame, the very Heathen do the ſame : 
Ye with 200d, and do good to them that do tht 
Iike ro you, that 1s no great matter, Bar what fin- 
Sular thing do you ? - Chriſt would have all his Diſ- 
ciples to do ſomethings more than the World doth, 
and he 1s a Monſter amongſt men that will not do 
good when he can, when good is done unto him : 
Bur Chriſt he would have his Diſciples, his people, 
do ſome fingular good thing for him ; The Lord 
hath ordered it, chat they ſhall meet with wrongs 
and injuries more than any people in the World, 
for the trial of their Graces. Offences muſt come, 
there is need of them, great necellity there ſhould 
be 
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be offences in this ſenſe, that wrongs and injuries 
ſhould be done, thar the Lord by this might trv 
and exerciſe the Graces of his people, there would 
be elſe no room for the trial and exerciſe, or at 
leaſt not ſo much for the trial and exerciſe of 
love , meekneſs, patience, forbearance , long-ſut- 
fering, forgiving, and forbearing one another. IL 
there were not wrongs and injuries, there would 
be no room for the exerciſe of theſe Graces, Chriſt 
would have his people put upon it to do ſome fin- 
Sular thing, As many a man or woman wall ſay, 
Well, let me alone as Iam, and I am as quiet as any 
man living , do not diſturb me, or donot wrong me, 
and you ſhall live as peaceably and as quiet as any 
people in the World: Ay, here's good Neighbour- 
bood, bar this ſayours not of Grace , Chriſt would 
reach his people to do ſomething fingular ; the 
World fates, Ye ſhall have blow for blow, and 
wrong for wrong, and injury for injury , bur let 
them alone and you ſhall be quiet z here's no more 
than the wild beaſts in the Wilderneſs will here do, fs 
no trial of Grace: where is your love, your meek= 
neſs, your patience, your long-ſufferins ? The Lord 
would have his people in the exerciſe of Grace, to 
do ſomething more than the World, 

Objett, But you will ſay, May not a natural man 
do this, that hath meer nature, quiet nature, paſs 
by wrongs and injuries, and not render reviling for 
reviling, and wrong for wrong ? 

Anſw. 1 Anſwer, Yes, There is miny a mn 
will go a great way in this, that hath but good na- 
ture: Bur oh | what a ſhame is this ro them that 
profeſs to have more than nature > Will not this be 
a ſhame and condemnation to thoſe that profeſs 
more than good nature, that rhey who have but good 
k Na- 
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Nature .may exceed them? And: truly , that we may 


be aſhamed of our negle&t, and provoked unto our 
Duty, 1 ſhall give you but two or three Inſtances 
of what men have done by good nature; And oh 
that the Lord would faſten ſomething upon vs, either 
by what good men or bad men bave done ! 

Amongſt the Heathen Writers, it 15 written of 
that Sect of Philoſophers that were called Pythago- 
ra his Scholars, there was this Rule amongſt them, 
[That when any offence was given by ,one to the 
other , the Parties offcnding and offended (hould 
agree together and make up the breach before the 
Sun ſet, whatever the injury and wrong was : 
and now we. tet many a Sun fer and not ſhake hands 
and cloſe hearts. 

There. is another Inſtance amongſt the Heathens; 
which 1s very remarkable, of a Governour, anJ an 
excellent Governour ; Upon a time, there was one 
of the chief Ring-leaders that ſtruck at this Go+» 
vernour, and ſtruck. our his eye, and he though bux 
a Heathen, was ſo far from being revenged of him, 
as he takes this offender and receives him into his 


Family : And oh that this Heatheniſh man ſhould. 


thus forgive him that bad put out his eye, and yet 
we cannot forgive one that gives a blemiſh to our 
Name! = 

There 1s another Inſtance you bave in Scripture, 
and that is Eſau, Jacob's Brother : Jacob: ſupplant- 
ed him, took him at an advantage, and got away 
the birth-right, and ſtole the bleſiing from him ; 
and although his offences were very great and did 
ſtir up his paſſion apainſt his brother, -1aſomuch as 
Facoh was forced to flee from his preſence ; yet af- 
rerward., how freely doth E/au put up all the 
wzo0ngs and injuries done unto him, and how friendly 
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doth he carry it towards him? Oh ! how will Z/au 
condemn many that profeſs to be the ſeed of Facob ? 
Shall E/au forgive ſuch wrongs and 1njuries as to 
have his Birth-right and the bleſſing taken from 
him, and yet we that are the ſeed of Facob, can- 
nor put up the leaſt petty wrong and injury ! But 
I ſhould ſhew you the difference betwixt the naty- 
ral mans forgiveneſs and the ſpiritual mans; and ſe- 
veral caſes of Conſcience, which I ſhall reſerye for 
a further opportunity. : 
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Then Peter came to him and ſaid, Lora, how 
oft ſhall my Brother ſin againſt 7c, gi I 
forgive him ? till ſeven times? 

Teſs ſaith Hnpro him, F4 ſay not unto thee un- 
til ſeven times ; but until ſeventy times 

" ſeves, 


X Here were two Dodcrins raiſed from the 

ns” the firſt was this, 
| Dot. That the choughts of the Lord 
| _ he waies of the Lord, in this matter 
of Forgiving Offences, are far above the thoughts and 
the waies of 1 man, as far above ours as the Heavens are 
ts the Earth. The ſecond was this, 
. Dot, That the often Forgiving Offences 1s 2 
Dies which Chriſt Commends unto, and Commands 
all his Diſciples to follow. IT made it ' clear from Scri- 
pture, both by Precept and Example of holy men of 
oid, who have deſtred to walk up to this Command 
of the Lord. Bur to proceed tothe Anſwering ſome 
Objections concerning this point, Ir may-be Que- 
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Oxeſt. Firft of all, How comes it to paſs that mee*® 
natural men may go ſo far as to out-ſtrip many Chri- 


Ftians in this particular, in the paſſing by of wrongs 


and injuries? 
Anſw. T1 Anſwer, Firſt of all, There are ſome na- 


tural men walk up to their principles , though there arc 


no natural men { in all things ) walk up to their light, 
yet there are ſome natural men walk upto their princt- 
ples ; and it 1s true, a Chriſtian hath a more excellent 
principle than the natural man, which would carry 


him out ( if well improved ) far beyond all the a&tings 


of natural men; Ay, but when a Chriſtian doth not 
1mprove his principle , when he doth not walk up ac- 


cording to what the Lord hath givenhim, andthe na- 


tural man doth improve his principle, and walk up un- 


toit, the natural min, the meer natural man, may be 


a ſhame unto ſome. Chriſtians, A man that hath a 


principle of reaſon, he hath a more noble principle 


than a principle of ſenſe, yet if the principle of reaſon 
Tie hid, and be clouded, it is poſlible that he may then 


.a&t beneath a beaſt, and a natural man that hath but a 


natural principle, he may excel the Chriftian that hath 
the more noble principle, by walking up to his prin- 
.ciple, Bur, 

2. Secondly, A mcer natural man, that hath bur a 
natural principle, may out-ſtrip ſome Chriſtians in this 
work of forgiving wrongs and injuries, becauſe there 
1s many a natural man places his life and righteouſneſs 
in this, he hath.nothing elſe ro commend him to God, 
nothing elſe to truſt to-for ſalvation, nothing elſe ; He 
is quier, peaceable, loving, and one that will do no 
wrong, rather put up wrongs and injuries, than do 
wrongs unto any : Now, whenas a man doth truſt to 
any of his works for life, it is awonder to ſee what a 
great Ceal ſuch a man will do, whenas a mzn works for 
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life; there is ſuch a defire in ſuch men to work for life, 
and to work for righteoufneſs, and work for Heaven 
Ir is very admirable to ſee what anatural man will do 
upon ſuch an account 3 Oh what a ſhame is it to Chri- 
ſtians? yet there 1s no true Believer but is bound to do 
as much for God, and as much for Chriſt as if he were 
ro earn Life and Salvation by doing : Chriſt having 
laid down his life for him, he accounts himſelf as much 
ingaged,to dofor Chriſt, as if he were to gain life by 
doing, it is a ſhame to Chriſtians to conſider what a na- 
tural man will do for life and ſalvation, But 

3. Thirdly, There is many a natural man will out- 
ſtrip a Chriftian 1h this, becauſe ſome natural men have 
the Idvantage of a natural diſpoſition , there are ſome 
that are more mild, and more peaceable, and more 
loving and gentle : ſome men are ſo, and do exceed 
_ others in natural qualifications : now ſuch a man hath a 
oreat advantage,whenas he is put upon ſuch a work as of 
paſling by wrongs and injuries, The Lord many times, 
and for the moſt part, makes choice of, and brings in 
.to himſelf the worſt of Natures, the moſt crooked, 
' the moſt rugged, the moſt knotty pieces, the Lord is 
pleaſed to make choice of ſuch, and this is for the 
Slory of the great Maſter Builder, for the glory of his 
Wiſdom, and the glory of his Power, and the glory 
of his Grace: I ſay this doth appear, in that he is 
pleaſed to make choice of the moſt crooked pieces of 


Timber for his Building , his Wiſdom doth appear the 


more in making theſe crooked things firaight, taking 
away the knottineſs, and unevenneſs that is in the na- 
tures of poor creatures, But now a man thar is of a 
mild nature, a ſoft diſpoſition, he hath a great advan- 
tage, it 1s no hard matter for him to paſs by wrongs 
and injuries ; but now there are many of Gods people 
that have creoked natures, when God takes them D 
| Wor 
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work them for his Building : Oh they cannot come up 
to their Duty without much ſtriving, ſtruggling , 
wraſtling, praying and crying unto the Lord : Thar is 
another cauſe why ſome natural men may exceed a 
Chriſtian in that work of paſling by wrongs and inju. 
ries. And then 

4. Fourthly, A natural man may not meet with ſuch 
oppoſition from without, a natural man may not be fo 
much hindred in this work when the Lord calls him 
thereunto: for the Devil ſuits bis temptations ac- 
cording to the qualification and diſpoſition of the crea- 
ture, where he ſees them mild, be will not put them 
upon ſuch rugged temptations ; the Devil will let a na- 
tural man alone and will not ſeek to hinder him, no, 
when he 1s in the-praQtice of ſuch a good as this, for 
the Devil knows that theſe his works are nothing, and 
he knows that ſuch a man when he hath done never ſo 
much, forgiven ſeventy times ſeven, his beſt works 
gre nothing without Faith, if he hath no intereſt in 
Chrift , yet ſuch a one, IT ſay, will out-ſtrip many a 
Chriſtian, which fhould be our ſhame, and a proyoca- 
tlon-untous. But 

Oueſt, 2. Again, A Chriſtian may forgive, and a 
natural man may forgive, the one may forgive as often 
as the other : Bur what is the difference ? Oh a 
great deal of difterence betwixt a gracious heart and a 
meer natural man ; and I pray take notice of it, for it 
may be for the diſcovery of the great deceitfulneſs of 
mans heart in this particular, There is many a man 
may look upon himſelf as forgiven, and he may think 
he forgives a great deal, and yer God and Chriſt look 
upon him, and fee he hath forgiven nothing art all ! 
Well, the difference betwixt a natural man, and a gra- 
clous heart, in the forgiving of wrongs and injuries, 
wes 1nthoſe particulars, | 
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Anſw. 1. Firſt of all, A natural man may forgive 
wrongs and injuries, but tt 1s not from a principle of 
love unto God in Chriſt, itis meerly from reaſons that 
are taken from himſelf ; 1 fay, the natural mans argu- 
mentsare from himſelf, they are out of the ſhop of 
reaſon, and not from the apprehenſion of the love of 
God, nor frum any perſwaſion of his Duty, or any 
delire that he hath to expreſs his likeneſs and conformi- 
ty unto God in Chriſt: I ſay, his reaſons are from 
himſelf ; He may reaſon thus, Alas, this 1s unworthy 
of a man to expreſs wrath, to take revenge, or this 
will but ciſturb mine own peace, this will but lay me 
open to others, it will but diſcover my nakedneſs, and 
frowzrdneſs, my paſtion which is my nakedneſs; He 
reaſons thus, Why ſhuuld Imeddle with one that is ſo 
wuci beneath me, it will be no great conqueſt if 1do 
overcome him? Ard thus his Arguments are from 
himſclf, But now a gracious heart, when God comes 
and puts b1m upon the work of forgiveneſs, his argu- 
ments are taken all from God : By this I ſhall expreſs 
my loveunto God, and my obedience unto Chriſt ; by 
this I ſhall ſhew my ſelf like unto God, more conforma- 
ble unto Chriit who 15 the Image of the inviſible God ; 


upon this account, I ſay, a gracions man is brought oft 


to forgive wrongs and injuries. But 
Anſw. 2. Again, A natural man when he forgives, 
It is in his own ſtrength that he dothir ;: when he ſets 
upon this Duty, 1t 1s 1n his own ſtrength , he 1s never 
ſerſtble of the contrary workings of his own heart, 
which do ite in the way to hinder him ; he is not ſen- 
fible of his own centrary motions that are jn his own 
fpirir againſt this Duty, he is not ſenfible of the need 
he ſtands of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to help him herein : 
and thereiore he doth not make uſe of Chriſt, he doth 
ro; :un unto the Lord and cry to him for ſtrength, and 
reſt 
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reſt upon him for ſtrength to perform hisduty : but 
now a gracious heart doth not move upon his own 
hinges, but 1s made ſenſible of the contrary motions 
and workings of his own heart and ſpirit unto this duty, 
be ſees how hard his ſpirit and heart is brought oft to 
this duty, he ſees what need he hath of a better prin- 
ciple, and of further ſtrength than that he hath in 
himſelf, and therefore he runs to Chriſt, and cries un- 


to him, Oh Tord, ſaies he, here 1s an opportunity for 


me toexpreſs my love to thcein the forgiving ſuch and 
ſuch wrongs and injuries, here 1s an opportumty for me 
to do ſome ſingular good thing fer thee : bur I have no 
trength of my own, and therefore he cries unto the 
Lord, and waits upon the Lord for ſtrength , but as 
for the natural man, he1s as the Ship upon the Sands, 
and beats and ftaves himſelf there. Bur 

Anſw. 3. Again, A natural man when he forgives 
wrongs and injuries, he aims at himſelf; as ſelf is the 


 bepinning, ſo ſelf is the end : he forgives indeed, but 


it 15 not for Chriſts ſake, but for his own ſake, and oh 
It 1s 2 great deal that aman will do for himſelf, for his 
own credit, for his own reputation, that he way be 
taken for a good man, for a loving man, for a peaceable 
man, that he may not diſcover his nakedneſs : for his 
own credit and name a man will do a great deal, and 
ſo for his own eaſe, and for his own peace,that he may 
not be diſturbed in his own ſpirit, and he ſales, to ren- 
der evil for evil will be an occation of diſturbance to 
his own ſpirit, if he retains wrongs and injuries ic will 
prejudice his health, and bring down his ſtrength ; and 
fo for ſuch ends a meernatural man may be brought to 
torgive : But now a gracious heart when he forgives, 
he eyes the Lord, and does forgive for the Lords ſake : 
he eyes the honour of Ged, and the glory of God, 
that ſo he may do ſomething forthe lifting up of the 
name 
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name of God, that truth may be well ſpoken of, that 
God and his wates and Chriſt may be well ſpoken of, 
that he may be lifted up.in the world: 

Anſw. 4+. Again, A natural man when he hath for- 
given wrongs and injuries, commonly he preſently re- 
fleQs upon himſelf, and is {ifred up becauſe of what he 
hath done, and this tends to the nouriſhing of pride in 
his heart, and ruine of himſelf; as Feb ſaid in ano- 
rher.caſe, Come and ſee my zeal for the Lord : And 
fo in this caſe of a natural man, when he hath for- 
given wrongs, Come and ſee my meeknefs, come - and 
ſee my patience, come and ſee my long-ſuffering, 
there is no man would have paſſed by ſuch a wrong as I 
have done, and taken no revenge: you ſhall have it off 
repeated by himſelf, and that's an aggravation after he 
hath done 1t, becauſe he makes it his work to lift up him- 
ſelf: But now a grictous heart acts contrary to this, he 
reflets-upon the Lord when he hath been inabled to for- 
Siye any wrong or Injury, he deſires to give God the 
glory, he 1s ſenſible that if the Lord had left him, he 
had gone as evilly as others : ar ſuch a time my hearc 
was boiling, and rolling up and down and meditating 
revenge, and the Lord was pleaſed ro bring off my 
heart co this duty of forgiving wrongs, and then gives 
Slory unto the Lord; and thus did David, in 1 Sam: 
25. Whenas the Lord had ſent e4b:gail, and took off 
David from his purpoſe of revenging himſelf upon 
Nabal,at the 32,33 Verſes ;, Oh how doth Dav:i@give 
all the glory to God ! and fo he doth not take any thing 
to himſelf, but acknowledge that the free Grace of God 
was 1n it, and it was the hand of God that did keep 
him, his heart was as prone as any other 3 Oh bleſſed 
be God, and bleſſed be the inſtrument that God ſent to 
prevent me from revenging of my ſelf, 


Anſw. 5» 
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eAnſw. 5. Another diffcrence 1s, That a natural 
man many times may forgive, but it is through length of 
time that he wears out the Impreſtion of the wrong and 
injury that is done unto him ; But now a gracious hear 
doth not let nature alone to wear it out by length of 
time, but it is deſirous to ſet grace at work for the pre- 
ſent ſilencing of thar corruption which 1s boiling and 
ſtirring in the heart ; you know Eſau's heart was filled 
with a great deal of revenge againſt Facob, yer when 
Jacob fled and kept out of his preſence twenty years 
and more, at laſt E/au bepins to fall from thar 
paſſion of anger, and when he comes to his brother 


he falls upon bis neck and kifles him ; There is many a 


natural man, may through continuance and length of 


time forget : But a gracious heart ( though corrupti- 
on may be boiling up ) yet Grace will take hold of its 
heel, and will preſently be fetching in arguments, ſuch 
arguments as have been ſpoken of before, feich'd from 
God, from Chriſt, fromthe love of God, from the 
command of God, from conformity unto Chriſt, and 
by theſe arguments laid before the ſoul, 1t 1s deſirous 
Lo come up unto its duty. 
Anſw. 6. Again, There is this difference, A natu- 
ral man may: forgive; Ay, but it isa hard thing for 
him to render good for evil, and to overcome evil with 
good ; It is poſlible he may not revenge the wrong that 
is done unto him; Ay, but it is a bard matter toover- 
come evil with good, Now a practous heart looks to 
the Commandment of Chriſt, of overcoming eyil 
with good, and looks to the example of Chriſt, who 
overcame evil with good , and to the examples of the 
Saints, Foſephdid pood for-evil, and Moſes did good 
for evil, and Eliſha did good for evil, and David did 
good for evil, and he defires herein to be a Follower 
of Chriſt, and ro come vp to kis duty ; Now, I fay, 
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it is a very hard thing for a natural man to come vpto 
this duty ; though he may forgive and paſs by wrongs 
and injuries, yet torequite evil with good, and to love 
chem that hate him, and to pray for them that perſe- 
cute himand deſpitefully uſe him, this 1s a hard leſſon 
for anatural man, But then 
__ Oueſt, 3, A third Queſtion is, Whether is a man 
bound to forgive wrongs and injuries, whenas a man 
doth not confeſs, when they are not confefled and ac- 
knowledged 2 The place that ſome make uſe of to up- 
hold their corruption, is Luk, 17. 4. And if hetreſ- 
paſs ſeven times in a day, and ſeven times in a 
day turn again to thee, ſaying, 1 repent, thou ſhalt 
forgive him. Therefore {ome think from hence, that 
they arenot bound to forgive a man the wrong and 1n- 
zury that 15 done-unto him, when that they be not.con- 
tiled, Bur to this 

Anſw, I Anſwer, That a Chriftian ought to forgive 
wrongs and injuries, though not conteſt. The ground 
of my aſſertion 1s this, Becauſe we are bound to for- 
give as.Gad forgives, and the Lord brings forth a par- 
don before one word of acknowledgement can be made - 
As in that Inſtance, Before the ſon ſpake one word of 
confeſſion, rhe Father gavehim a pardon, and ſealed 
up his pardon unto him, and fel] upon his neck and 
kiſſes him, and then he makes confeflion. Ovr rule 
and practice muſt' be from God himſelf, that we are 
bound to pardon and forgive, though there be not an 
acknowledgement and confeſſion of the wrong, 

Objef. But you will ſay, How can I forgive him the 
wrong, that will not come at me, and hearken un- 
tO me oe | 

Anſw. Thou maift forgive. in thine own ſpirit, 
there ought to be a readineſs in thy heart to forgive ; 
as the Lord was ready to forgive, ſo thy hears ſhould 

: be 
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be prepared, and ready at alltimes for forgiving and 
paſſing, by wrongs and injuries. Nay, 1t 1s not only 
required that thou ſhouldft be in a readineſs to forgive ; 
but the Lord requires that thou ſhoulcft pals by 
wrongs and injuries, ſo far as not to meditate upon 
them, and ſo far as not to be hindred in holding forth 
love unto thy brother. And to ſay further in anſwer to 
this ObjeRtion, Whereas thou ſaiſt, rhou can'it not, 
Why ? Becauſe he will not come to thee. I anſwer, 
Thou art bound to go to him, if he will not come to 
thee : thou art bound to go to that man, or that wo- 
man that hath done thee wrong,if they will not come to 
thee; in eMatth. 18. 15, If thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs 
againſt thee, go to him, and tell him firſt privately be- 
twixt thee and him, and if he ſhall hear thee, thou 
haſt gained a Brother, 

Object, This is ftrange you will ſay, He hath done 
me the wrong, it 1s he that bath heapeC injuries upon 
me, and whar, ſhouldI feek him firſt ? 

Anſw. Yes, If be will not ſeek thee, then thou 
muſt ſeek him : It istrue, it's his duty to come to thee, 
but 1f he wil} not come unto thee, then Chriſt hath 
impoſed the duty upon thee to go unto him, and this 
is the pattern of God himſelf. Poor creatures, we 
had offended the Divine Majeſty, and we are far from 
coming to God, nay the louder God calls, the furcher 
are we from God, he purſues after them, they will 
not come to him, now he will cone to them, by his 


Word and by his Spirir, and bring his pardon, and 


make them ſenſible of their fault and cranſgrefſion ; fo 
that what the Lord doth unto the ſons of men in this 
particular, , it is for our imitation. 

Queſt. Again, There is another Query, or caſe of 
Conſcience, Whether may not aman, in caſe of wrongs 
and injuries, endeayour to right his wrongs ; as, wy 
[acc 
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ther may he not uſe lawful means to rigat himſelf ? 
Whether may he not go to uſe the Magiſtrate, or tothe 
Church ? 

eAnſw, Aman may vpon thefe cautions, 

1. Firſt to deal with him in a private way, and fo 
to labour to convince him of his faulr, ſo far as it isa 
fin againſt God ; now if a man cannot prevail ina pri- 
vate way, then he may proceed further, he may take 
two or three witneſſes, and ſeek unto the Church. But 

2. Secondly, Take this caution, That before a man 
doth this, he muſt be ſure to forgive it in his own 
heart as to himſelf, to paſs by the wrong and injury 
as to him, and to retain no grudge in his hearr as to 
himſelf. And then further, 

3. Thirdly, Take this caution, In ſuch a caſe a man 
may not make himſelf the laſt end, and the preat end 
for which he doth theſe things, for he is bound to ſeek 
the glory of God in the farſt place, and to do this, that 
God may have honour , andin the next place, he isto 
tye the good of his brother, that. his brother may be 
reclaimed, that his brother may be convinced, that his 
Brother may ſee the ſtn that he hath committed againft 
God : a man ought to ſeek opportunity to right him- 
felf, bur not for himſelf, but the ought to eye the glory 
of God andthe good of his brother, and then he may 
uſe ſuch lawful means as God lays before him. 

Queſt, There is another Query, as a Caſe of Cons 
ſcience, Whether may not a man thar is wronged by 
:nother, go and ſpread his wrong before God, and 
complain unto God of the wrong and injury that is 
done unto him by another ? 

enſw. Ianiwer unto this, That a man may go unz 
to the Lord and mike his complaint whenas others have 
_ done him wrong, but take heed it be not for this end, 
that thou maifi be avenged of thy brother ; if there be 
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any defire of revenge, nay, if there be any delire that 
the Lord ſhould revenge, this is not that forgiveneſs 
that the Lord calls his people unto. 

Ovjett, Bur you will ſay then, Why, upon what ac- 
count may we ſpread our wrongs and injuries before 
the Lord'e If we may not defire that God would re- 
venge them, and requite them according to what they 
have done unto us, to what end ſhould we make our 
complaints before the Lord ? 
 Anſw. I Anſwer, We may complain-or this end, 
That the Lord might conſider us, that the Lord may 
Pity us,that the Lora may deliver us, from the wrongs, 
and from the preſſures and grievances which are hap- 


. pened to us, but there ought not to be a deſire of re- 


venge , ſee Prov, 20, 22. Say not thou, I will recom- 
pence evil , but wait on the Lord and he ſhall ſave 
thee : What then, may IT not go unto the Lord ? Yes, 
for this end that the Lord may ſave thee, but not thar 
the Lord may take vengeance for thee vpon another z 
he doth not ſay, Go and wait upon the Lord that he 
may take vengeance ; no, but wait upon'the Eord and 
he ſhall ſave thee, he ſhall clear up thy good name, and 
make thine innocency to appear. Bur there ought not 
ro be a waiting upon the Lord'that he may take venge- 
ance for thee , this is far from that forgiveneſs whick 
Chriſt calls for in the Text. 

Nay further, The Lord would have his people to be 
ſo far trom defiring revenge, that he would have them 
to pray that the Lord would forpive others the wrong 
vehich they have done unto them : mark thoſe Examples 
of Chriſt and Stepher, Father forgive them, they know 
not what they do , and faith Stephen in the like caſe, 
Lord lay not this ſim unto their charge; 1o that I fay 
the Lord would have his people fo far from ſpreading 
the wrongs and injuries that others haye dong unto a 
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that he would rather have them with Chriſt to pray, 
Father forgive them, and with Stephen, Lord lay not 
this ſin to their charge ; and to pray for them that 
perſecute you, and that ſpeak, all manner of evil of 
you : The Lord would have his people ſo far from 
ſpreading their wrongs before him upon this account, 
that the Lord would avenge them. Thedeceit of mans 
heart is ſuch that man will forgive, that the Lord may 
reward it, and revenpeir 3 no, this is not the forgive- 
neſs; but that forgiveneſs which Chriſt here calls for, 
ought to be a thorow forgiveneſs, to forgive fo far as 
co pray for them, that the Lord would torgive their 
fin unto them; that the Lord would not lay their fin 
unto their charge. 
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Then Peter came to him ana ſata, Lord, how © | 
r fin oft ſhall my Brother ſin againſt me, and 1 | 
forgive him ? till ſeven times * 
Feſus ſaith unto him, I ſay not unto thee un- 
zil ſeven times : but until ſeventy times 
' ſeven. 


Ou may remember the DoQrin which we are 
inſiſting upon is, That the often forgiving 
of offences and injuries 1 a duty which 
(briſk commenas unto, and commands all 

his Diſciples to follow. Not til] ſeven times, bur until | 

ſeventy times ſeven, I proved the DoQtrin by Scri- | 
pture, and held forth unto you the examples of - godly 
men, who had much of the Spirit of the Lord; and 
the more of Gods Spirit was in them, the more ready 
were they to paſs by wrongs and injuries which were 
done unto them by their Brethren, 1 gave youthe 
grounds of the Point, the laft day I came to anſwer 

ſome ObjeRions, and Caſes of Conſcience, But 1 

come now to the Application and Uſes of the Point, = 
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I. Uſe. It is a word of reproof in the firſt place. 
Oh what a ſad complaint may we take up, that this du- 
ty which Jeſus Chriſt commands, is fo little practiſed 
in our Generation ! that there is ſuch an unreadineſs in 
the ſpirits of moſt inen, if not in all mien, to come up 
to this duty, a Goſpel duty, a hard dbty ; arid oh 
What unreadineſs 1s there in mens ſpirits to come vp 
unto the pratice of it! Oh ! how many are there in 
the World that do not only eome ſhort of walking 
up unto this Rule, but do walk quite contrary unto it ? 
And I ſhall ſhew you who they are : and oh that God 
would ſpeak convineingly unto mens hearts. 

1. Firſt, They walk contrary unto this Rule of 
Chrift, Who are eaſily provoked unto wrath, who are 
ſoon diſpleaſed, who are ſoon put out of the way, take 
up every ſmall wrong , every pt#tty offence, nay, 
are many times provoked unto wrath upon a con- 
ceited injury, for a poor trivial buſineſs, that will make 
a man an offender for a word : Nay, it may be, dif- 
pleaſed for want of a look, or for want of a Comple- 
ment : Oh how contrary is this unto the Rule of 
Chrit? Oh! how far are ſuch ſpiritsfrom that for- 
bearance, and that Jong-fufering that the Goſpel calls 
unto ? Where 1s the grace of long-ſuffering ? Nay, 
ſuch ſpirits, they are far from the exerciſe of the 
grace of Love, Love believeth all things, and bopeth 
all chings, maKes the beſt interpretation of all things ; 
Snch ſpirits as are eafily provoked with every petty 
wrong.and offence, , they are far from the duty of the 
exercilc'of this grace of Long- ſuffering, and come far 
fhorr of walking up to rhis Rute chat Jeſus Chrift hath 
lefr for his Diſciples to walk in. Bur, 

_ 2», S:condly, They walk contrary unto this Rule of 
Chriſt, Who'are retemtiveof thaſe wrongs and injuries, | 
that are hardly appeaſed when once provoked, that will 
res- 
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remember one wrong ſeven daies, nay, ſeventy times 
ſeven: when Chriſt ſaies, Let not the Sun go down 
upon your wrath, let it not once go down upon yuur 
wrath, there are yoay that let the Sun ſet (even times, 
nay, ſeventy times feven on their wrath, Let me 
fay to ſuch, IT muſt needs ſay that ſuch aftings 
are beneath the actings of a man; there 1s a heavy 
Judgement upon ſuch a man, or ſuch a woman, a heavy 
Judgement is upon them, and they know nor of it, I 


ſay ſuch as can retain wrongs or injufies, think of 


them ſeventy times ſeven daies, fpeak of them ſeventy 
times ſeven, a Judgement will belong tnio them, ſuch 
a Judgement as was upon Nebuchadnezar, Danq 32. 
Truly I may ſay of ſuch men and women, this Judge= 
ment is upon them 1n a ſpiriival ſenſe: He was turned 
our from among men to dwell with the Beaſts, his 
reaſon was taken from him, and he was caſt out ſeven 
times, yea ſeven years among the beaſts. 1 ſayitof 
ſuch men and women that have this ſpiric reigning up- 
on them, whenas anger lodgeth in their heatts, they 
are tyrned out as among ihe beaſts ; what a Judge- 
ment 1s it to be turned out among the Beaſts daies and 
years together} and fv is every one judged of God, 
till they (hall come ro know that the moſt high ruleih 
over all, and that he hath tavghc them this IefNon, To 
forget, and to forgive. Bur let me lay again of ſuch, 
Whilſt pafſion ſo reigns, they give entertainment yn- 
to Satan that foul and unclean fpiric ; when ever anger 
and wrath lodgerh in any mans heart, the Devil 
lodgeth there coo ; fee it in Epheſ 4.26,27. Be angry 
and ſin not ;, let not the Sun go down in your wrath, nets 
ther gave place to the Devil, That man that lets anger 
lodge in his boſoca all aight, gives emtercaintnent 
that night co the Devil, There is many 4 man, «nd 
many a woman in the world in word will bid defiance 
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ro the Devil or Satan, and yet they open their bofora; 
their breaſt, and their doors,and pive entertainment unto 
Saran ; for where anger and wrath lodgeth in any mans 
. boſom,the Devil will certainly creep in, they cannot be 
parted ; theſe two will go together : If there be anger 
one night, that night the Devil will be there too ; And 
oh ! that we may not be found to giye entertainment 
unto ſuch a Gueſt as Satan1s : But they do:give enter- 
eainment unto him, that are retentive of wrongs and in- 
juries. Bur, 

3. Thirdly, How contrary do they walk unto the 
Rule of Chriſt, That ao argravate all offences which 
are done unto them: aggravate all wrongs and all inju- 
Ties, and do improve them to the uttermoſt, and make 
the worſt of them? Sodid Laban whenas he purſued 
after 7acob when he returned to his own Country, 
Gen. 31. Laban purſues after him, 26,27, 3o Verſes, 
What haſt-thou done, that thou baſt ſtolen away una- 
- wares to me, and carried away my daughters, as Cap- 
tives taken withthe Sword ? Wherefore diaft thou fire 
' away ſecretly, and ſteal away from me, and ardfſt 
210t tell me? &c, Tea thou haſt ſiolen away my Gods. 
. See here's a man that aggravates all to the utmoſt; twice, 
thrice, Thou haſt ſtolen away, and ſtolen away, and 
carried away my Daughters as Captives, and thou haſt 
ſtolen away my Gods: Oh, ſuch a Spirit ts far unlike 
unto the Spirit of God. The Lord Jeſus calls offences 
againſt men, Treſþaſſe:, and ſo Chriſt would have us 
to look upon them as Frelipafles, as errors, and not to 
aggravate them, nor to look upon them as ſins of 
preſumption ; Oh! that ſuch hearts were but as ready 
to aggravatetheir own offences againſt God ! We ag- 
Sravate all wrongs and all injuries which are done 
apainſt us, but we are bur little in aggravating our ſins 


and our tranſgreſſions againſt the Lord 3 Oh that men 
| | f F wi | covled 
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could but aggravate both their own fins and the Lords 
mercies, as they are ready to aggravate the offences 
of their Brother, We commit many fins againſt the 
Lord, and do not aggravate them, we receive. many 
mercies from the Lord,and do not aggravate them : we 
do not compaſs our mercies, and tell the Towers of 
them, and behold the goodneſs of the Lord inthem ; 
and yet oh how ready are we to aggravate our wrongs, 
and compaſs them round again and again, and aggra- 
yatethem to the uttermoſt ? Oh ! how far do ſuch come 
ſhort of walking upto the rule of Chriſt ? And letir 
be conlidered, what ſhould become of poor creatures. 
If the Lord ſhould aggravate thy offences as thou doſt 
thy Brothers, and ſer them before thee withall the 


_ aggravations of them, how ſad would it be unto thee 2 


Oh ! that we might nor improve and aggravate allto 
the height, for that ſpirit 1s very unbke unto Jeſus 
Chriſt. Again, 

4. Fourthly, They are far from this rule T hat are 
hardly brought off unto reconciliation , that although 
there be confeſſion, and although there be acknow- 
ledgement ſometimes, though they that have offcnded 
be ready to acknowledge the offence, and do ſeek re- 
conciliation ; nay , although friends intercede,, and 
friends plead that they would be reconciled; nay, al- 
though God fteps in, and Chriſt pleads, and Chriſt be- 
ſeeches, and Chriſt commands, and God ſets a mans 
Conſcience upon him, and that ſpeaks unto him, and 
lets him know he is out of the way, yet how hard is ir 
for a man to bring off his heart into a reconciliati- 
on with his Brother, after ſome wrongs and injurics 
which are done unto him; and oh, how unlike is this 
ro God, and how contrary is this unto the rule which 
Chrift here commends unto, and commands his Diſci- 
ples to follow > Bur, E 
"8 ON 5. Fiflthly, 
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5. Fifthly, Again, They are far from this Leſſon, 
thac inſtezd of | being reconciled or fatisfied, We: 


wot be pacified, rfl they ao avenge the wrong which 


x done unto them with their own -band ; they will render 
one evil word for another, reviling for reviling, and 
one evil turn for another, ' an eye for an eye, and a tooth 
for a- tooth : Nay, are there not ſome men, that are 
not aſhamed ro profeſs this before all the World, that 
they will put pp no wrongs, no injuries, bur they will 


give as pond asthey bring, and if you provoke me I can 


be as hor as you ; 1s not this rhe language of the 
World ? Oh Stirs! this is curſed ſpeaking, and curſed 
ating, altogether contrary to Chriſts rule, for a man 
to avenge with his own tongue, and his own hand ; 
Oh curſed be the wrath of S:zyzeou and Levi, whenas 
they would avenge (that wrong that was done unta 
their Siſter ) with their own hands, Nay, Jer ſuch 
men and women conſider that they do bur profeſs be- 
fore all the World their likeneſs unto the Devil, while 
they do ſpeak and while they da a&, | can be ashot as 
you, and I can give as Sood as you can bring ; what 1s 
that but in plain Englrſh to ſay, I can be as hke the De- 
vilas you? How far is this from a gracious heart, I 
can Put up as many wrongs 2s you, and can commit 
my Cauſeunto the Lord ? This makes you hke to God, 
and rhe other | ke ro the Devil himfelf, Nay, ler ſuch 
men ad women conſider, He that pers the beſt of it 
bn ſuch contefts when mens wrarh is ſtirred up, why. 
truly elwaies he 192t gets the beſt of it, hath che worſt 
of 1: ; chat man that got the vitory, he 1s overcome ; 
Ir may be he pains his luſt, he may gain his will and fa- 
tisfe tis luſt, bat He may loſe his peace, he may not 
ſxrisfie his own heare, nor his conſcience , but alwajes 
he» that hath che beſt of it, goes with the worſt of it. 
Now ſuch as will paſs by wrongs and injuries, ill = 
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do requite them word for word, and wrong for wrong, 
they do walk contrary unto this rule which Jelus Chriſt 
hath given unto his Diſciples, Again, 

6, Sixthly and laſtly, They come ſhort of Chriſts 


rule, Thgt c@unor come up ta Chriſts number. We 


are willing to forgive one or two wrongs it may be,but 
oh, how hard it js ro come up to Chrjfts number, to 
forgive ſcyenty times ſeven, foyr hundred fourfcore 
and ten wrongs unto one man | Oh where is the heart 
that can come up tothis number of Chrifts > Nay, 
there is ſuch an averſeneſs unto the practice of this duty 
which Chrift doth command, as 1t 1s a very hard mat- 
ter for Chriſts people to beljeve it is their duty ; fee 
what the Diſciple ſaid when Chriſt had told him his 
duty, in Luk, 17.4, 5. Ad if he treſpaſs againſt 
thee ſeven lymes in 4 day, and feuen ties in a day 
turn again unto thee, ſaying, I repent : thou ſhalt for- 
give him, And the Apoſtles ſaid unto the Lord, 1:- 
creaſe our Faith. When he ſaid, Forgive ſeven times 
#1 4day, it's a hard matter to Cerhink It 4quty, now 
Lord increaſe our Faith ; Now, if it be fo es be- 
lieve ir a duty, oh how hard is it ro come up to the 
praGice of ir > Surely, jf the beſt men in the World 
had been pur upon it, to have given Anſwer to Peter's 
Queſtion, they would neyer have anſwered as Jeſys 
Chriſt hath anſwered ; there is neyer a man upon 
earth would have ſaid, Thou muſt forgive ſeventy times 
ſeyen : Bux the thoughts of rhe L,org, and the waies 
of the Lord, are infiguely above our thoughts and our 
wales ; it js 4 bard matter for us to forgiye {even times, 
ang if hard co forgive ſeven times, Fen how hard to 
fargiye ſeventy times ſeven ? Oh, that the Lord would 
make us ſenſible of our,great coming ſhort of this du- 
ty, and that che Lord would humble us, lay ys low, 
#hat we have come ſo far ſhort of this rule which: our 
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_ art the occaſion of this,thou art under a woe ; and Woe 
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Lord Jeſus hath left us and all his Diſciples to follow 
and practiſe in paſling by wrongs and injuries. 

2. Vſe. But the next Uſe is an Uſe of Exhortation. 
Firſt, I ſhall ſpeak to thoſe that have done wrong un- 
to their brother, And 

Secondly, To them that have received wrongs from: 
their brother, 

1, Firſt, To them that have done wrong unto 
others, that have injured their brother, or brethren, 
either þy word or aCtion, done them wrong in their 
Name or Eftate, or any other way ; Know that it 


| lies upon you, and is your duty to go and ſeek recon- 
ctitation ; Ir lies upon you that have done wrong, to 


go and tender ſatisfaction for the wrong which you 


have done unto your brother, at leaſt to make acknow- 


ledgement of the wrong and injury which you have 
cove : And to preſs you unto this duty which is 
ard, | 

I, Firſt, Conſider you that 'have done wrong to 
others ,  1t may be thou haſt putthe ſpirit of thy bro- 
ther or Neighbour our of frame, and thou haft unfic- 
red him for all duty, either unto God or man, thou by 
thy injury haſt ſtirred up his paſſion, and his paſſion 
hath opened a door unto the Devil, and the poor foul is 
expoſed unto manifold temptations and ſnares : and oh : 
how 1s he filled with hard thoughts, with hard thoughts 


it may benot only of thee but of the way of God, and 
of the truth of God, filled with hard thoughts againft 


Chriſt himſelf > And although it will be very ſad, and 
a woe unto that man that ſhall be ſo offended ; woeto 
him that ſhall be offended at Chrift for the. miſcarriages 


.of men ; woe to him that ſhall be offended at the truth, 
. or any of the waies of truth from the miſcarriages of 


men : but yet know thou that haft done the wrong, and 


alſo. 


Cone indeed agreat deal of wrong, ſinned againſt God, 
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alſo unto bim, ſaith Chriſt, by whom the offence cometh, 
And therefore know, that it lies upon thee as thy duty 
ro goand ſeek to deliver thy brother out of the ſnare, 
thy going and tendering ſatisfa&tion unto him may 
break the ſnare of the Devil for him ; thou maift pre- 
yent a multitude of fins, and therefore 'oh that God 
would perſwade ſuch to come up to their duty. Ina 
word, either he. that thou haſt offended or wronged, 
carries it impatiently,or bears it patiently a while : now 
if he bears it impatiently, and his ſpirit be put out of 
frame, and he begin to frer and fume in his ſpirit, and 
be thereby indiſpoſed unto his duty, then by thy going 


' thou maiſt break the ſnare of the Devil for him ; bur 


if he carry it patiently, and his ſpirit be ſilent before 
the Lord under thoſe wrongs and thoſe injuries which 
chou haſt done him, thou baſt the more need then to 
g0 and make acknowledgement of the wrongs thou 
haſt done, for certainly God himſelf will ſtep in on 
his part that is wronged,thar bears the wrong patiently, 
and is quiet in his ſpirit before the Lord, the Lord will 
engage againſt thee ; though he be ſilent, yet the wrong 
which thou haſt done to others, unto ſuch a man, or 
ſuch a woman, it will cry very loud before the Lord ; 
and woe be unto thee if God {hall ſtep in and ingage 
againft thee , if God'be for a man, who can be againſt 
him > if God be for him , beiter to have all the 
world engaged againft him, than God to engage 
apainft him ,; therefore go and acknowledge thy error 
beforethy brother ; for if not, the Lord will engage 
againſt thee, 

2. Secondly, And then again, Conſider the pat- 
terns and exa'1iples of holy men in Scripture that have 
given ſatisfaftion, and acknowledged their error to the 
full when they have done wrong : as 7acob, he had 


as 
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as well as againſt his Brother, in getting, or cheating* 


his brother of the bleſltng : wel}, the good man re- 
turneth again tobis brother, and oh how ſubmiſtive is 
he unto his brother ? He ſends many a Preſent before 
him to appeaſe his wrath, and how many ſoft words does 
he give bim, in Gen. 33-5, 8, Thus & to find favour 
e2 the ſoght of my Lord , and theſe are the Children 
which the Lord bath graciouſly given thy ſervant ; 
and how many ſoft words doth he give unto his bro» 
ther Eſau ? By which the wrath of Eſau was ap- 


peaſed. And ſo you ſee Foſeph's brethren, when chey _ 


ſinned againſt their brother 7o/eph, ob how free were 
they to make an acknowledgement of their wrong 
which they bad done him, in Gez. 50. 17, 18, 19, 20, 
they came and madean humble acxnowledgement of all 
the wrongs they had done unto him : Forgive, / pray, 
the treſpaſs of thy Brethren, and their ſin, &c. And 
at the 18 Verſe it's ſaid his Brethren wept, and fell 
down before his face, and ſaid, Behold we be thy Ser- 
__wgnts, andthusthey make ſupplication that he would 

_ forgive the wrong, And fo did Foþ's friends, they 
had done him great wrongs, they had judged of bis 
eternal eſtate, they concluded he was a hypocrite, 
they told him foto his face, they added prief co bis 


ſorrow, great was his affliction, they bad done bim a 


great de:il of wrong : Wel, thu 4b concluſipn, when 
God doth convince them of it, they make acknow- 
ledaement of their evil unto Fob, as in Fob 42.8. 
So then you ſee it lies upon you that have done wrang 
unto your Brother,to go and makeacknowledgement 0l 
the wrong that you have done. 

3. Thirdly, And let me ſay.this further to you, to 
tir you up to this your duty, Thar al} the Wogks 
which you perform inthe ſ{ervice.of the Lord, they gre 
Joft till ſuch time as you ſubmit unto this duty, to 80 
atl 
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and ſeek reconciliation , ſee Matth. 5. 23, 24. If 
thou bring thy gift to the Altar, and there remem- 
breſt that thy brother hath ought againſt thee, leave 
thy gift before the Altar, and go thy way, firſt be 
reconciled to thy Brother, and then come and offer 
thy gift. Mark, __— thou bring thy pifr, leave 
thy gitt before the Altar, the Lord will nor accept it, 
till rhou beeſt reconciled ro whom thou haſt done the 
wrong . leave thy injury there, I will have none of it 
till thou haſt done ſo; The Lord doth not ſay, goand 
carry away thy gifr, but leave it there, There 1s ma- 
ny a man is taken off from his duty to God, becauſe 
he cannot bring off his heart to this dury tro man, and 
inſtead of leaving his gifr, he carries away bis gift. 
Go and be reconciled to thy brother, and then come 
again ; the Lord would have you do it, and have it 
done inftantly, go and do it ſpeedily, do it quickly be- 
fore the time of offering be paſt ; rhe Lord willnot re- 
ceive gifts and. offerings from that hand, or from hat 
rongue thar hath done wrong unto his brother, until 
ſuch time as there be an acknowledgement, till ſuch 
time as there be areconciliation, So much for that du- 
ty which cencerns thoſe that have done wrong 
unto others, you ſee what neceſſity doth lie upon them, 
that they ſhould go and acknowledge the wrong and 
ſeek reconciliation. 

But a ſecondt xhortation is to them that are wronged, 
and have received injury from others, The Lord by 
this DoQrin calls upon you to expreſs your readineſs 
te forgive and paſs by wrongs and injuries : he would 
have you to forgive, and to forgive often; for Chriſts 
ſake be you willing to paſs by all wrongs and injuries 
which are done unto you. And I pray conſider, Thar 
you bave an opportunity here to expreſs your Love 
unto Chriſt ; 1ſay, you rbat are Chriſts people, when 

ever 


- > 0 I "0 _— 
f —_—_ 


_— 
” 


— 
9 WI AAS py A roger on oe G 


— ww AQ a 


a a cat. a ? 49 : : Lal , "es, 4 - 6 
3 « ; | - n GEE he 
——_— oO) = ORE AT ILL ny 9 ot As EO Aa ern RS 5 OI Der on——_—s Ons on 1 OPER" og OE IS au, a I wy” ORC lene edt 
— Py — — 0 t>  _—_—_ _ 2D OY 3 ou us Ro VI IR. A» Oouur LENS. on 0 w-_ I 4 Ow - * > - ® -o_- I - 
- _ 2 OO On Rte ene - - ——— wo we oy x - _ —B—4-——_ a —_— m 
Fe —__ 


ad HAIRS 0 06 RD en vi As PROSED- 12.74 th er OA ru 


Of Forgiving Offences. 
ever any wrong or 1njury is done unto you by Neigh- 
bour or Brother , Oh ! then remember you have an 
opportunity of expreſling your love to Chriſt, of 
ſhewing your obedience unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in a 


Goſpel cruth, you have an opportunity of doing ſome 


ſingular thing for Chrift, and th 
do not loſe the opportunity, _ 

Buc you will ſay, Here will be ſome Objections 
( for 2 great deal will be objeRted by corrupt nature ) 
but I (hall endeavour to take them off all. 

ObjefF. 1. Bui you will ay, He hath done methe 
wrcns, it is a hard matter for meto go to him, orto 
forgive the wrongs or injury which he hath done to me, 
fleſh and blood will nor ſubmit unto it. 

Anſw. 1. Towhich I ſay, Though fleſh and blood 
will not {ubmit vnto tt, yer Chriſts Diſciples myft ſub- 
mit unto it ; if thou beeſt one that doſt profeſs nothing 
but flzſh ind blood, I ſhall need to preſs this no further 
ro you, for you willnever come upunto it ; bur if thou 
beeft one that doſt profeſs {ubmiſſjon ro Chriſt, Then 
are ye my friends, fates Chriſt, and my Diſciples, if 
you qo whatever I command you: Then, when you 
yield obedience unto te command of my Goſpel. 
 Anſw. 2. Andlet me ſay further, If he hath done 
thee wrong, and thou ſeekeft him firſt, thy aQtingit 
ſhali, be moſt like unto God, for ſo God aQas towards 
the ſons of men: the ſons of men had wronged God, 
God ftoops firſt, he ſeeks reconciliation firſt, 2 Cor, 
5.20. As though God did beſeech you by us, we pray 
you in Chriſts ſtead to be reconciled unto him : though 
he be the wronged, yet he aRts firſt. 


ggffore take heed you 


Anſw. 3, And let me tell thee further, That the 


more thou ſtoopeſt to him that hath wronged thee, the 
more pe:ce wit] redound to thine own ſpirit another 
day ; it is a hard duty when thou lookeſt upon it at a d1- 
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Of Foreiving Offences. 169 
ſtance, but whentheLord helps thee to come up to it,thou 


ſhalt have moſt peace in 1t : and when ever 1t be over, 


jr will never repent thee thatthou didſt ſeek that man 


that hath done thee the wrong. | 
Object, 2, Ay, But it will be Objeed- further > 
He hath done me that wrong that cannot be repaired, 
he hath wronged me in my good namez oh his words 
have been as ſharp Arrows, and they have wounded 
ſecretly; If he had broken my head, I could have 


born it, thit would have been healed again, but he 
bath wounded my good name, taken away my good 


name, and therefore herein it is bard for a man to 
come upto this duty of forgiving of ſuch wrongs. 
 Anſw. 1, Buttothis 1 Anſwer, Thou ſpeateſt of 
Arrows that ſhall wound thee in thy name : Oh bur 
they are not worſe than thoſe which wounded Chrift : 
they wounded him in his name, in his good name, they 
reproached him, and reviled him, yet he cried our, 
Father forgive them: they are not ſharper than thoſe 
Arrows that David met with all over, when his good 
name was wounded ; when Shime: curſed him, he calls 
him a bloody man; Come out thou bloody man, here 
is a ſharp Arrow: Ay, but David paſſeth by that 
wrong and injury in obedience to God. 

Anſw. 2. And I deſire thee in the ſecond place , to 
Conſider that thoſe Arrows are not ſhot withouut Gods 
band, the Lord hath a hand in it, and therefore eye 
the hand of God : If Gods hand had not been 1n it, he 
could not have opened his mouth againſt him. David 
contidered that when Shime: curſed him, fates he, 7: 
may be God hath faid unto him, Go and curſe David , 
and fo his ſpirit ſubmits untoit: Ay, David conſ1- 
dered, it is a righteous thing with God, for i have {1n- 
ned againſt, ] have wounded the name of that Lord by 


my tranſgreſſions ; And therefore tc 1s a Oghrow: 
| thin 3 
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thing with the Lord that my name ſhould be wounded 


with theſe Arrows, 
Anſw. 3. And let meſay further, That as God hath 
ahand in it, fo the Lord might have ſhot worſe Ar- 


rows againſt thee, the Lord might have ſhot the arrows 


of his diſpleaſure againt thee ; the Lord hath ſhor 
with mans arrows upon thy name 5 but what if the 
Lord doth ſhoot off his arrows upon thy ſpirit, a 
wounded fpiritwho can bear ? And know if thy ſpirit 


be not brought off to paſs by thoſe wrongs and injuries 


which are done umto thy brother, the Lord may wound 
thy ſpirit, even as he ſuffers men to wound thy good 
name. 

Objef, 3, But thirdly, It will be objeRted further, 
( for it is a very hard thing to come up to this duty, 
and there are many cavils |) and ſome will ſay, The 
wrong which he hath done me, it is known unto 
others: If it were private I covld paſs it by : Bur 
what will others think of me if I paſs ic by ? they will 
ſay Iam guilty, and I ſhould be counted a Child, or 
a Fool to paſs by ſo many wrongs, and ſuch open 
wrongs and injuries. 

Anſw. 1. 1 Anſwer, Thou faieft thou ſhale be 
counted a Child, when Chrift faith thou muſt be 
,-<ounted ax Child, Marth. 18. 3, If ever you will get 
" to Heaven, you muſt be converted and become as lit- 


tle Children ; do not ſtand upon that, that you muſt be | 


as a Child ; no, thou muſt become a Child in theſe 


things, or no entrance into Heaven: as the Apoftle 
ſaid in x {or. 14.20. Brethren, be not Children w 
underflanding : howbeat, tn maiice be Children : Be 


not Children in underſtanding vnto God, but unto men 
in malice be Children , the Lord would have his people 
be asfar from ſeeking revenge, as 4 young Child: 
In malice be as Claldren. Fo 
Anſ We 
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Anſw. 2. And whereas thou ſaieſt, Thou ſhalt be 
accounted a fool, to put up every wrong and injury, 
men will account thee a fool for thy labour , Itell thee, 
thou ſhalt be accounted a fool by none but thoſe that 
are ſo themſelves : for the Lord doth account it a point 
of Wiſdotn, high Wiſdotn ; ſee what the Proverbs of 
Solomon (ay, Prov. 14. 29. He that is ſlow to wrath 
1 of great underſtanaing, but he that haſty in ſpirit 
exalteth folly. See now who is a fool, he that puts up 
wrong, or he that is haſty in ſpirit roavenge himſelt. 
The Word of the Lord ſaies, He that is haſty in ſpirit, 
he is the fool, he that will prevent anger, he that is 
flow to'wrath, he is of great underſtanding whatever 
men account of him ; in Prev, 19. 11. The d«ſcretion 
of a man deferreth his anger, and it s hu glory to 
paſs over atranſgreſſion ; whereas thou (aiſt it will be 
thy aarace, the Lord ſaies it ſhall be a mans glory to 
paſs by wrongs and injuries. Many a man whilf he 
ſecks ro ſhun.the natne of a fool, he becomes a fool by 
giving way to wrath, and being drawn on to wrath and 
revenge he becomes a fool, rhink of it, is it not better 
to be accounted a fool than to become a fool, when 
anger lodgeth in the boſom of fools ? | 
_ Objett, 4, Ay, but it is further Objeted, Some 
will ſay 1 neyer did him wrong in my life, he hath 
| abuſed me ſo and ſo, and I never did him the leaſt 
wrong inall my daies ; bere is a bard task, Well, in 
Anſwer to this Te 
 Anſw. 1. Firlt of all, The Lord may ſay the ſame 
of thee, if thou beeſt one that the Lord bath forgiven : 
the Lord may ſay, Oh, I have done ſuch a man 
Sood fo and fo, and he hath rebclled and finned ſo 
againſt me; I ſay, may not the Lord urge this againſt 
every one of us? I have done this and rhxt for him, 
and 1 haye never done him wrong, yet he hath done 
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thus to me ; notwithſtanding which, the Lord for- 


Sives thoſe tranſgreſſions. Andlet me ſay, 
eAnſw. 2. Further, That this will be more praiſe- 
worthy,and more acceptable unto God , in 1 Per.3.17. 


Jt ts better if the will of God be ſo, that you ſuffer 


for well doing, than for evil doing : If you ſuffer as 
evil doers, you will have little comtort in it ; bur if ſuf- 
fering in well doing, take itpatiently, and the more 
patiently you take it, the more acceptable it will be un- 
to the Lord. 

Obje#. Ay, butT have beena friendunto him (thus 
will men ſtand to plead for their paſſions, a hard mat- 
rer it is to forgive) I have been a friend unto this man, 
1 have done him good all my dates, and yet he hath 
wronged meſo and ſo nevertheleſs ; To which I ſay, 

eAnſw, 1. Thou haſt the more caule to pity him, 
if he be one thatdoth return evil unto thee for thy good, 
thou haft the better end of the ſtaff ; ſee what Solowozr: 
faies in Prov. 17. 13. Whoſo rewardeth evil for good, 
evil ſhall not depart from his houſe : Mark, here's 
a (ad threatening ; if thou remembreſt this, thou haft 
cauſe to pity thy brother that hath done wrong unto 
thee, the Lord bath (aid ir, and thou haſt cauſe to pity 
him, Evil ſhall not depart from bus houſe. 

Again, The Lord may Object againſt thee, the 
Lord may ſay, I have been a friend'to thee and done 
thee good all thy daies, and thou yet finneft againſt me ; 
and if this be not any bar untothe Lord to ſhew for- 
Sivenels unto thee, let not it be a bar to ſhew thy for- 
Sivenels unto thy brother. 

Objef. Ay, but he hath done me much wrong , 
ſpoken evil of me in every company he comes in : he 
hath wronged me after reconciliation and peace- 


making, he hath done me much wrong : this is a 


hard task, 
Anſw. 
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Anſw. But let me ſay unto thee, nowithſtanding all 
this thou comeſR ſhort of the rule of Chriſt : thou 


what is ſeven times to ſeventy times ſeven, four hundred 
threeſcore and two times > Which when done thou arc 
but come up to the Letter of the Word | Thou haſt 
wronged the Lord in his Name, thou haſt finned 
againſt God again and again, thou haſt wronged him 
in his Name and in his Glory many thouſand times, ' 
and yetchat is no obſtacle of the Lords mercy towards 
thee, notwithſtanding thine often renewed provocati- 
ons, Oh let not the often renewed provocations of thy 
brother hinder thee from thy forgiving him. 
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GEN. 5. 24. 


And Enoch walked with God, and he was not; 
for God took him. | 


*% 
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Ou have an Hiſtory in this Chapter of the 
ren firſt Patriarchs, from eAdam unto 
Noah : In every Age God had ſome to bear 
up his Name in the World; and amongſt 

thoſe, theſe ten Fathers were choice Pillars : But here 

is ſomething remarkably ſpoken of Enoch, here was 
accounted more of him than all the reſt ; Enoch walked 
with God, and he was not. He faith of all the reſt, 
they lived fo long, ſo many years, and then they died, 
but Enoch walked with God, and he was not ; therefore 
we ſhould conſider who this Enoch was : the New Te- 
ftament bears witneſs of him, and ſpeaks of this Enoch 
as one that was a choice piece in his Generation , the 

Apoſtle uae tells you that he was a Prophet, asyou 
may read in that Epiſtle, the 14 Verſe, Enoch alſo 
the ſeventh from Adam , propheſieth of thee , ſay- 


eng, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thouſand of 


bu Saints to execute Judgement upon all, &c, Enoch 
the ſeyenth from Adam, fo Jude deſcribes him. Some 


gyonk 
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put a gteat deal in this myſterie ;, The feventh from 
eAdam; and I think” there was ſomething 19 it as he 
was a Type of Chriſt: hewas a Type of that Chriſt 
that was to be the Ref# of his people, that was to give 
perpetual Reſt, everlaſting reſt unto his Sains : his 
name Enoch ſignifies one that was dedicated or ſepa- 
rated unto the Lord , andfo he was a Type of Chriſt 
that was choſen out among his Brethren, and he was 
ſeparated and dedicated unto' the Lord,.' He. walked 
with God; and fo did Chriſt, and therein he was a 
Type of him « he was welt pleaſing unto God, He 
had this Teſtimony, faintithe Apoſtle to the Hebrews, 
he pleaſed God, Heb. 11.5. Chriſt was the obje& of 
the Fathers good pleaſure in a fpecial manner, Thr 
| 'vs my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. But I 
rather think the Apoſtle intended no more than Enoch 4 
but only to diſtinguiſh him from another Enoch that. 
was in that Generation, as\you may read of-him in 
Gen. 4.17. And Cain knew his wife, and ſhe con- 
ceived and bare Enoch , and he builded a City, and 
called the City after the Name of his ſon Enoch: 
50 tbis Enoch, in Gex.5. was a third from Adam, 
for he was not the ſon of Cazr, but the ſon of Fared, 
and of Adam's poſtetity by Seth and Rubin Cain, he 
came of that ſeed that was given inſtead of Abel , 
when Abel was (lain, God gave another ſeed inſtead of 
Abel, and Enoch tame of that ſeed. 

The Church of Chriſt ſhall loſe nothing by perſecu- 
tion ; if Abel be taken away by bloody hands, the Lord 
will raiſe up another ſeed ; and Enoch a choice man is 
of that ſeed tohold up the name of God in the World. 
When Fohz Baptiſt was put in Priſcn, Chriſt himſelf 
goes forthro Preach the Goſpel ; the Chutch of Chriſt 
ſhall not loſe by Perſecution, out of the very aſhes cf 
tne Saints that are ſlain ſhall ariſe new ones, men upon 
» en .» 
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whom a double meaſure of the Spirit ſhall be given ; 


as ic was to Eliſha when Elias was taken away. 


And this by the way, Let us now more ftricly coniſi- 
der what it is that is ſpoken of this Enoch : There are 
ewo remarkable things, the one is concerning his Life, 
and rhe other concerning his Death : Touching his Life 
i:'s ſaid that Enoch walked with God, he walked with 
God ; nay, through bis whole life he. walked with 
God : ſo many years as, he lived after he begat his fir 
ſon, three hundred years and upwards, the Apoſtle to 
the Hebrews ſaith, That he pleaſed God, that is his 
walking with God ; in Heb. 11.5. By Faith Enoch 
was tranſlated that he ſhould not ſee death; before his 
tranſ]ation it's ſaid, He had this teſtimony, that he 
pleaſed God, at thelatter end of the Verfe, He walked 
with God: it was his conftant aim-to pleaſe God, in 
all things he aimed at God in the whole courſe of his 
life : He bad ths teſtimony, that he pleaſed God , he 
lived in Faith and Obedience, and by Faith he pleaſed 
God, For without Fauth, tt's ſaid, :t's 1mpoſſible to 
pleaſe God. He continually exerciſed Faith upon the 


promiſed Meſliih that was to come, he lived in expe- 


ation to ſee his day : and he ſaw it before-band ( as 
Abrabam did by Faith ) and rejoiced : and ſo he waik- 
ed with God, and by Faith he pleaſed God. Ard 
here is ſomething ſpoken of his death, or of his ci:2nge : 
It's (aid, that after he walked with God, Fl: was not : 
He walked with God, and he was noi, for God 

fook him. | 
Some conceive that all this is ſpoken of his walking 
with God : He walked with God, and be was not, he 
was not in himfelf,he walked in God and not in himiet!, 
he denicd himfe!f and followed God, he made a reſtg- 
nation Of Bimleli up io God, God rook him up to h1m- 
ight, butthist fomerbing Rerange ! I rather chiok the 
OY YUP NITY TEINS [24ter 
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latter part doth conſider the change of Enocþ,his tranſla- 
tion out of this life, Fe was not, for God took him 
and we have good ground for this Interpretation, be- 
raule the Apoſtle gives it thus m that place before, in 
Heb. 11. 5. it's ſaid, By Faith Enoch was tranſlated 
that he ſhould not fee death, and was not found, be- 
cauſe God had tranſlated him : (0 be was not, that is, 
he was not of the World, he was not found any more 
amongſt men. He is ſaid to walk with God here up- 
on earth, after he had walked with God three hundred 
years, and he was not, for God took him, Tt implies 
a ſpecial way and manner of Enoch's change, which 
was not ordinary : he died not as the reſt did, but on- 
ly he was changed, as thoſe ſhall be, that ſhall be found 
alive when Chrift ſhall come zo be Judpe of the 
World, they ſhall not die, but they ſhall be changed : 
ſo Enoch died not, but he was changed, his body did 
put on Incorruption, it did not ceaſe to be, but it was 
changed and tranſiated, fo ſaith the Apoſtle, He was 
ravatnd, that he ſhould not ſee death, God took 
bim up in fome extraordinary way as he did Elia ; 
Elias was tranſjated that he ſhould not ſee death, he 
was taken up in the fighr of all his friends, Chariots 
and Horſes of Fire took him up, and carried him into 
Heaven, and ſo 'tis very likely, that Enoch was car- 
ried up ſome ſuch way to Heaven ; He was tzken away 
from his friends, and they knew not what was become 
of him, God rook him, they knew not where he was ; 
He was not found, fates the Apoſtle, which doth inti- 
mate, that his friends ſought him, as the friends of 
Elias, they went to ſeek him when he was taken up 
to Heaven, ſo it's like he was ſought for, when he was 
taken up to heaven, but he was not found, God took 
him up ; the manner of his tranflation was extraordi- 
Bary, eyen asthat of Elias, Enoch before the Law, 
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whom a double meaſure of the Spirit ſhall be given ; 
as ic was to El:ſha when Elias was taken away. 
And this by the way, Let us now more ftrictly coniſt- 
der what it is that is ſpoken of this Enoch : There are 
ewo remarkable things, the one is concerning his Life, 


| and the other concerning his Death : Touching his Life 


1: 5 ſaid that Enoch walked with God, he walked with 
God , nay, through bis whole life he walked with 


God : ſo many years as he lived after he begat his firſ 


ſon, three hundred years and upwards, the Apoſtle to 
the Hebrews ſaith, That he pleaſed God, that is his 
walking with God ; in Heb. 11.5. By Faith Enoch 
was tranſlated that he ſhould not ſee death; before his 
tranſ)ation it's ſaid, He had this teſtimony, that he 
pleaſed God, atthelatter end of the Verſe, He walked 
with God : it was his conſtant aim. to pleaſe God, in 
all things he aimed at God inthe whole courſe of his 
life : He bad ths teſtimony, that he pleaſed God , he 
lived in Faith and Obedience, and by Faith hc pleaſed 
God, For without Faith, it's (aid, it's :mpoſſ1»le to 
pleaſe God. He continually exerciſed Faith upon the 
promiſed Meſliih that was to come, he lived in expe- 
ation to ſee his day : and he ſaw it beiore-band ( 3s 
Abrabam did by Faith ) and rejoiced : and ſo he waik. 
ed with God, and by Faith he pleaſed God. 4A 
hzre is ſomething ſpoken of his death, or of his c:2:12+ - 
It's (aid, that after he walked with God, Fs 44 07 - 
He wa'lked with God, and be was noi, for God 
took him. | 
Some conceive that all this is ſpoken of his 
with God : He walked with God, 91:d be vas not, Ne 
was not in himfelf,ve walk& in God and not in himict!, 
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[atter part doth conſider the change of Enocþ,his tran(la- 
tion out of this life, He was nor, for God took him; 
and we have good ground for this Interpretation, be- 
rauſe the Apoſtle gives it thus im that place befere, in 
Heb. 11. 5. it's ſaid, By Faith Enoch wai tranſlated 
that he ſhould not fee death, and was not found, be- 
cauſe God had tranſlated him : lo he was not, that is, 
he was not of the World, he was not found any more 
amongſt men. He is ſaid to walk with God here up- 
on earth, after he had walked with God three hundred 
years, and he was not, for God took him, Tt implies 
a ſpecial way and manner of Enoch's change, which 
was not ordinary : he died not as the reſt did, but on- 
ly he was changed, as thoſe ſhall be, that ſhall be found 
alive when Chrift ſhall come co be Judpe of the 
World, they ſhail not die, bur they ſhall be changed : 
ſo Enoch died not, but he was changed, his body did 
put on Incorruption, it did not ceaſe to be, but it was 
changed and tranfiated, ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, He was 
tranſlated, that he ſhould not ſee death. God took 
him up in fome extraordinary way as he did Elias ; 
Elias was tranſlated that he ſhould not ſee death, he 
was taken up in the ſight of all his friends, Chariots 
and Horſes of Fire took him up, and carried him into 
Heaven, and ſo 'cis very likely, that Enoch was car- 
ried up ſome ſuch way to Heaven : He was tiken away 
from his friends, and they knew not what was become 
of him, God rook him, they knew not where he was ; 
He was not found, fates the Apoſtle, which doth inti- 
mate, that his friends ſought him, as the friends of 
Elias, they went to ſeck him when he was taken up 
to Heaven, ſo it's like he was ſought for, when he was 
taken up to heaven, but he was not found, God took 
him up ; the manner of his tranſlation was extraordi- 
nary, eyen asthat of Elias, Enoch before the Law, 
; M3 and 
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and Els4s- under the Law, were taken up into heavens 
But more of that hereafter. I ſhall only for the pre” 
ſent make ſome entrance, and look upon this Enoch a® 
a man that was a choice piece in his Age, in his Gene- 
ration : ſpecial notice is taken of him more than of all 
the reſt, Enoch walked with God. 

You may obſerve, Thar. in all Ages Gad hath ſome 
of his Servants that are more eminent than others, 
God hath ſome in all Ages, that walk more cloſe with 
him, that are in a: very remarkable manner holy, 
and gracious, and hold forth a great deal of God to 
the World; all the ten. Patriarchs that were ſpoken of 
in the Text, they were gracious men, and they all 
walked with God : but it's faid of Enoch as if he was 
alone; Enoch walked with God, which doth intimate, 
that he walked with God in a remarkable manner, he 
walked more cloſe with God than all the reſt of his 
Brethren, than all, the reſt of his Generation :\ Enoch 
walked with God; God hath ſome choice ſervants in 
all Ages : he loves all his Children dearly, as a father 
loves all his Children dearly, but ſame are nearer him 
than others, ſome are ſer upon the knee, and laid in tbe 
boſum: when others ſtand by : choice affeRions are in 
the Lord to ſome, and made known to fome, A Prince 
ſhall carry it reſpectively toall his Favorites, he'll ſhew 
favour to all: bur yet ſome come nearer- him than 
others, they know more of his mind, and are more 
intimate with him, they are taken intohis privy Chame 
ber, 1n:o his fecret Galleries there to walk with him. 
And thus the Lord deals with ſome of his Saints : Enoch 
was a favorite in his Generation: Afterward comes 
Neoab, and Noah was a favorite in his Generation ; 
ſee Gen. 6. 9, Theſe are the Generations of Noah : 
Noah was 4 juſt man, and perfett in bis Generation, 
aa Noah walkgd with Goa, Noah was a juſt "a, 
_; 
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and perfeth in his Generation, Noah walked with G a4 
in a remarkable manner, he kept morecloſe ro God | 
than all the World beſide ; But Noab faund favour 1n 
the eyes of the Lord, 1t's ſaid, when all the World 
was drowned, Abrabam was ſuch a man in his Gene-- 


to him than to all the World beſides: 1 will hide 
nothing from Abraham, ſaies God in Gen, 18. 17, 
IS, 19. Shall I hide from: Abraham that thing which 
Ido, (aies God, he'll reach his Children and Servants, 
I will not hide from eAbrabar ; he was Gods choice 
fayourite, - and therefore he will not hide from Abra- 
ham the thing that he will do, After Abrabays comes 
Fob, he was a favourite 1n his Generation : it was 
thought upon good ground , that he lived betwixt 
Abraham and Moſes 3 when ever it was, he.was a fa- 
vourite in his Generation, Haft. thou conſidered my 
Servant Fob, that he 1s a perfeth and upright man, 
one that fears God and eſchews evil, and there is 
none like him on the earth: Here 1s a high commenda- 
tion, he is a man worthy to be conſidered, God him- 
ſelf conſiders him, a perfe&t and upright man, one 
that walked up cloſe with God, as there was none 
nigher him in his Generation, there was none like Fob, 
he was the choiceſt Scholar that God had in the World, 
and God taught him more than all the World beſides, 
he was the greateſt proficient in all the School of God, 
God pives him high commendations. And then comes 
Moſes, heis a favourite in his Generation, He ſaw 
God face to face : there was none like unto Moſes, 
none had ſuch communion with God as Moſes had in 
his Generation, Come thou up into the Mount, he was 
Gods favourite, he walked with God as Enoch did, 
and there was none like him. And ſo when e Moſes 
was gone, Joſhua in his Generation was one that Fol- 
— lowed 
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lowed God fully, none but Caleb and Joſhua followed 
God fully, they were the choice in their Generation. 
And ſo afterward David\ he was a man after Gods 
heart, a choice man in his Generation, And ſo He- 
zekiab, and then Foſiah, of them both there was none 


like themin their Generation, there was none like He- 


zekiab in his Generation, and none like Foſiab in his 
Generation, they were choicefavourites intheir Gene- 
ration. Our Lord Jeſus loved all his Diſciples dearly, 
and took care of them : bur there was one of them 
lay in his boſom, there was one that was alwaies next 
him, and rhat was John the beloved Diſciple z Job.21. 
20,21. Peter ſaw the Diſciple whom Chriſt loved, 
who leaned on his Breaſt at the Supper , he was nearer 
Chriſt than all the reſt , and ſo he inſtructed all the 
Diſciples, and revealed great myſteries co them all, 
but the greateſt of myſteries he revealed unto James, 
Peter, and Fohn, in the Mount ; and none ſaw Chrifts 
rransfiguration but ihey three : they were choice Pillars 
in their Generation, As it is inthe natural body, fa 
it 15 1n the body of Chriſt, there are ſome members 
that are nearer the head than others : all do partake 
of che ſame life, and of the ſame ſpirit, which runs 
through the whole body; Ay, but ſome are nearer ihe 
head rhan others, there's a greater dignity put upon 
ſome than others; ſome are more uſeful thn others; 
ſome are of greater growth than others, and ſome have 
more ſtrength than others ; So 'ti+ in the body of 
Chrift; there are ſome of Chrifts members thar he 
Jooks upon, and bolds forth to the World as choice 
pieces, ſath as Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Fob, Moſes, 
Foſhua and Caleb, David; Hezekzah and Joſtab were , 
all have not the ſame helps, tid therefore all come not 
to the, ſame growth, all: have not the ſame means of 
knowledge, the ſame means of getting neazer Ee 
all 
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and growing up. in ſpiritual ſtrength and ſtature, there 
are ſome that are beloved of God that are but ſeldom 
rained upon, upon others ſhowers of Heaven do di- 
fill every day+ 

_ * Again, All have not the ſame Impediments, the 
ſame hindrances that ſome have, and therefore ſome 
out-ftrip others. Grace in ſome of Gods people meets 
with, an abundance of oppoſition, through the abun- 


dance of corruption , they meet with more temptati- 


ons than others, there's more blocks caft in the way of 
ſome : the World is a great impediment, and proves 
a great ſnareto ſome, and they are kept back from get- 
ting ſo nigh unto God as others. There are ſome that 
God doth inable to follow the Lamb where ever he 
goes ; Oh, theyſget nigh God, they are choice men 
m ther Generation, ſuch as are inabled to follow the 
Lamb where cver he goes. There are ſome that God 
makes very attentive unto his Word, their ſouls are 
continually bent towards God, and towards his Word 
and they are liftning continually to hear what God wi: 
ſpeak, and when God will ſpeak, they are nigher God 
than others ; there are ſome that lay up the Word of 
God in their hearts, ponder the words of Chrift, 2s 
Mary did, the pondered the ſayings of Chriſt in her 
hearr, and hid them 1n her heart, ſhe pondered them ; 
why, theſe get nearer God than others, There are 
ſome that God makes wiſe to know their time, and to 
take their ſeaſon, to improve the opportunity that God 
puts into their hands, when God calls them to follow 
him; when the Lord breaths and ſtirs them up, rhen to 
tir up themſelves, and to gake hold of his name ; they 
are taught of God ro know the opportunity and ſeaſon 
in which they may get nigheſt to God by following 
him. When God draws a ſoul after himſelf, when 
ſome cord of loye 1s caſt about it, ob it breaths to- 


wards 
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wards God in its ſpirit, when the ſpirit of God is 
breathing in their hearts , now thoſe whom God thus 
calls to improve their opportunity, and to do the work 
of the Lord with all their mighr, and with all faithfvl- 
ne(s as Chriſt did when he was upon earth, theſe are the 
men and women; who get near God, of whom it may 
be ſaid as of Enoch, that they walked with God aboye 
all their Generarion, And for the ground of this you 
muſt khow, Sat 
That God hath ſeveral works to put his people upon, 
he hath ſeveral works, ſeveral ſervices, and ſeveral (uf- 
ferings, and ſo accordingly he gives out ſtrength; and 
accordingly he draws into nigher communion with him- 
ſelf. There are ſome that God hath appointed for 
great ſervices in the world, ſuch Wtheſe had need be 
exceedingly ſtrengthened by ſweet communion with 
God, that their ſpirits may be upheld , and ſome God 
brings forth to grear ſufferings, and rherefore they had 
need have a great deal of ſtrength from God that they 
may be carriedthrough. 7ob was achoice man, and 
God had great ſufferings for him, and there was none 
like him, nor no ſufferings like to his in his Generati- 
on, the Lord fitted him with abundance of grace to go 
through his ſufferings, Our Lord Jeſus Chrift before 
he was tempted had abundance of bis Father, to his 
comfort there came a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, Thy 
gs my beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed , a voice 
from heaven doth evince and declare that he was the 
Son of God, The Lord Jeſus: had great ſufferings, 
great conflicts, great temprations to grapple with, there- 
fore his Father 'doth firengthen him exceedingly. : 
there were ſome that were ſet upon a hill, lights ſer up- 
on a hill can't be hid, .the eyes of many are upon them, 
the endeavours of 'all the powers of darkneſs are to 
blow out ſuch lights, the name of God 1s greatly in- 
deſc ; _ tereſted, 


fu © wy (0 3 FA © ow 


Enoch's walk with God, 183 
terefted, and greatly concerned in them, and therefore 
they had need have a great deal of clear light from 
Heaven, they had need be exceedingly comforted, 
and ftrengthened in their ſpirits by the-preſence of 
God, and by moſt near and intimate fellowſhip and 
communion with him; therefore the Lord diſpoſes 
thar ſome of his ſervants ſhall be choice and excellent 
in their Generation, to be near to him as Enoch was 
who walked with God, Now therefore to apply 
things. 

I. Uſe, 1 beſeech you Brethren, That you would 
ſeek after this high meaſure of Grace and Holinels, 
that you would labour to get nigh unto God, get as 
cloſe unto God as may be,that you may walk with God 
in an eminent manner in your Generation, as Enoch 
did : you have God himſelf for your pattern before 
you ; Oh how the Saints ſhould ftrive to be thus 
minded, Be ye perfeft, for your heavenly Father 1s 
perfet#; you have God before you, you have Chrift 
before you for your pattern, I donot ſay, be as holy 
and perfet as the reft of your friends and neighbours, 
and meaſure your holineſs by theirs ; but you ſhould 
ſtriverto go beyond all, beyond all creatures, look at: 
none as your pattern but God and Chriſt ; labour to 
Set up to the height of eminency, the life of God in 
Chriſt , you can never get too nigh God, you can ne- 
ver have too much of him, there is nodanger in fol- 
lowing hard after God, there is certainty in the things 
of God. A man may havetoo much of the things of 
the world, there's danger in it, but a man cannot have 
too much of the knowledge of God, and of commu- 
nion with God ; a man may have more, and too much 
of the World, as he cannot uſe it to theglory of 
God ; Oh there is danger in the World in ſtriving ta 
be the greateſt, ro be che richeſt in the World, there 
1$ 
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is great danger ; but there is no danger in ſtriving to 
| be eminent in grace, in. ſtriving to get nearer to God, 
and ro walk cloſe with God : this is the very glory of 
Heaven, it's worth the ſeeking afcer. My.Breahren, 
preſs hard to get more nigh to God, to ſtick cloſe to 
God ; it's the glory of heaven : heaven differs only 
in degrees from that which 1s given out to the Saints 
here, it'sthe ſame in eſſence; it's the glory of heaven 
to know God, roenjoy God,. to walk with God, To 
follow the Lamb whereſoever he goes , 1t's the glory of 
heaven : and therefore I befeech you, that you would 
now. look upon it as your glory to follow God fully, 
as your glory to follow the Lamb whereloever he goes. 

2. Uſe. Inthe ſecond place, It may be a word of 
incouragenment unto poor Chriſtians, weak Chriſtians, 
you thar are ſenſible you are not the Exochs of your 
Generation' : Oh the diſtance that 1s in:your ſpirits 
( you ſee )) berwixtGod and you! Are you preſling 
on after God, why then let me ſay to you, That you 
have the ſame for eſſence, that the beſt of the Saints 
| have, though you have not the ſame indepree; I ſay, 
you that havethe leaſt intereſt in Chriſt, you have the 
ſame for efience which the befft Satnts on earth have; 
and the ſame which the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
fe in heaven have, the difference is only in degrees, 
K's not in kind, and therefore preſs on hard that you 
may have more of it. It's nor 1mpoſlible that you 
ſhould come to the ſame height with them, becauſe the 
difference 1s only in degrees, it's not in kind. Jr's true, 
where there is nothing bur gifts and parts, there the 
difference is in kind. If a man hath the moſt excel- 
kent parts in the world, he can never attain unto that 
which a Chriftian hath; parts can never att:in unto 
grace, bur the leaſt meaſure of grace may grow up to 
the grexceft io time, for the difference 1s only in de- 

gree. 
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orce, The Kingdom of Heaven u like unto 4 grain 
of Muſtard ſeed: why, a grain of Muftard ſeed" 
when it's ſown,you know how little it 1s, but it grows 
up to a great height :- where there is rooting in Chriſt, 
where there is a principle of grace in any ſoul, there 
{hall be a growth, and that ſoul ſhall never leave grow- 
ing til] it grow higher and higher, as tall as heaven ic 
iclf, and there it hath irs full growth and its full perfe- 
ion. Bur let metell you that ſay, you ſhall never be 
eminent in your Generation ; let me ſay thus to you, 
You have the ſame Mediator, ihar the chiefeſt of the 
Saints have, even you that are weakeft ; all they have, 
comes through his hand, and it's for his ſake: you 
have the ſame Mediator that they have, Oh why 
do younot improve this Mediator more, that more may 
be given out through him ? It you were more in-im- 
proving and more in waiting upon him, ſeeing you 


have the ſame Mediator, you thall have the ſame wel- 


com in heaven with the moſt choice of Saints; you have 
the ſame Fountain to go unto, and therefore do not ſay, 
you ſhall never be eminent in your Generation, you 
have the ſame fountain, Al we from buy fulneſi re- 
ceive grace for grace ,, the choiceſt have nothing bur 


- what they receive from Chriſt and his fulneſs, and the 


ſame fountain is as full for you as for them ; nay, there 
is the ſame freedom of acceſs for youas for them, there's 
the ſame freeneſs in Chriſt to be given out to you; it's 
a fountain ſer open, ſet open for Fudas and for Feruſa- 
lem, it's ſet open for the weakeft, that they may come 
and drink and be cheared in their ſpirits ; nay, let me 
tell you that the heart of Chriſt is more careful of you 
than of others, the heart of Chrift- is moft careful of 
his weak ones, Oh, what proviſion doth he make for 
hem ? Simon Peter, doſt thou love me ? why then keep 
my Lambs: if thou loveſt me, Peter, by all the lane 
cho! 
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thou beareſt to me, then take care of ty weak ones, 
Feed my Lambs : and he takes care himſelf, great care , 
in 1/a. 40. 11, 12. it's ſaid there what Chriſt the good 
Shepherd ſhall do, that He ſhall gather the Lambs with | 
his arms, and carry themin his p. pars and ſball gently 
lead thoſe that are with young : there is the ſpecial care 
that Chrift takes of you thar are weak. 

Nay, Further for your incouragement, let me fell 
You, that there is the ſame bleſſing upon'you thar is up- 
'On the ſtrongeft of thoſe Saints that God hath upon the 
earth : therefore there is way made for your growth 
and increaſe ; when God makes the new creature, when 
ever he brings forth the new creature he bleſſes it : as 
when he created the World, he gave it his bleſſing, 
Increaſe and Multiply, and foto the Trees, Be fruit- 
ful : and ſowhere eyer the new creature is, there is the 
ſpecial bleſſing of the Creator goes along with it : he 
ſaith to rhem all, Be fruirful and multiply, be fruitful 
in old age, and in Rev. 22. 11. Let him that # holy, be 
boly ſtill + there's a bleſſing upon every righteous holy 
man though never ſo weak, let him be holy ſtill, oh ler 
him be more holy, let him increaſe in holineſs and righ- 
teouſneſs , there's the bleſſing of Chriſt in the New 
Teſtament, oh wait and look for this bleſſing, and 
- know that the bleſſing of Chriſt is prevalent : the Curſe 
of Chrift is heavy, it made the Figg-tree die to the ve- 
ry root, wither to the very roots : but the bleſſing of 
Chriſt can make roots that ate withered to ſpring up and 
flouriſh, 

But again (to ſay no more ) for your incourage- 
ment, Conſider what promiſes the Lord hath made to 
the weak, to thoſe that are weak of ſtrength, which 
promiſes are in a ſpecial manner to be accompliſhed in 
r*e latter daies, as in Zach, 12.8. 1s that day ſhall the 
Lord defend the InWabitants of Feruſalem, mrs 
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that is feeble Tk them at that day, ſball be as Da- 


wid, and the houſe of David fhall-be as God, as the 


Angel of the Lord before them,  Zachariabaith that 
there's a time a coming,' that the weak and feeble ſhall 
be as David, and they who are as Dav:a, ſhall be as 
the Avgelof the Lord, David I told you was a choice 
man in his Generation, he was a man after Gods own 
heart, that walked with God moſt part of his life, he 
was tronp to do great things for God ; now he that is 
weak ſhall be as David, and he that 1s as David hall 
be made ftrong as'the-Anpel of the'Lord, When you 
are in the midft of 'thefſenſe of your weakneſs, look 
vpon theſe promiſes, and defire the Lord, that he would 
haſten the-accompliſhment of thety, Well, then I be- 
ſeech you ſuffer me to- preſs this upon you, that'you 
would : labour to- get as nigh God as poſſible 'you may, 
ger as nigh God as may be ; do not think ir enough thar 
you have an intereſt in Chriſt, that you have that which 
will carry you to heaven ; Oh, letthe ſpiric of a Child, 
of a ſon,this day be ſet upon you : ſeek not enough only 
to carry you to heayen, but ſeek more than ſo, ſeek 
that that will make you eminent unto God in your Ge- 
neration, that which will make you exceeding f(ervice- 
able unto God, and to your Generation in your Age, 
even this ftrife ſhould rhere be to get into the very beart 
of God , Oh that God would reveal this to you, thar 
you are one of his choice favourites. The nigher you 
are to Chriſt, the more you ſhall ſee of heaven, the 
more you ſhall know of his Mind,of his Will,and of his 
Word : you think that Diſciple was a happy man that 
leaned on Chriſts boſom, the Diſciple whom Chriſt 
loved, ſat next him, leaned on his breaſt; Oh how 
ſhould you preſs after this in ſpirir,to ger as nigh Chriſt 
as may be, to lean on the boſom or breaſt of Chriſt as 
that beloved Diſcipledid ! I tell you, you that do ſo, 
you . 
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-* you ſhall hear more from Chriſt than others do. Chrift 


ſometimes ſpeaks ſofily, and there's none hear what 
Chriſt ſpeaks but thoſe that fit next him ; the ſoulithar 
fits next him and cleaveg cloſeſt unto him, as Enoch did, 
hears many a word that other Chriſtians cannot. hear : 


Enoch had choice things revealed unto him, God did 


reveal things to come unto him, becauſe he was the 
choice of God, and ſat cloſeto God, Oh, that you 
would labour after'this, to get near unts God, there's 
many ſweet refreſhments that you may meet with, 
there's many a good bit that you ſhall get of him,which 
others of his Children don'c- taſte of, by reaſon they 


| follow him not cloſe. Oh don't loſe the ſweetneſs of 


this | How ſweet is it to hear a word from Chriſt, and 
how refreſhing is that portion that Chriſt carves our. 
Strive in your Generation that you may be like Enoch, 
who in his Generation ſtuck cloſe to God, and walked 
with God, * 
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GEN. 5.24. 


And Enoch walked ,with God; and: he was nor, 
for God took him. 


Made entrance the [aft day, whete I -opened the 
words to you, we confidered that commendation 
that was given to Enoch, He walked with God ,, 
\ 'fo-did-the-reſt of the ten Patriarchs ſpoken of, 
-but notice is raken only of Enoch, Enoch walkgd with 
God, he walked with God in a ſpecial manner, 'he 
walked more-clofe-with God than the reft of the men in 
. that Generation, and therefore it's ſpoken of him as if 
he alone /had-walked with God, And Enoch walked 
with God. 

Two things I .propounded to be diſcuſt, before I 

_ come-to-the main general Propoſition : . 
Firſt of all, That the Lord hath ſome ſpecial Ser: 
yantsthatwalk moretloſe with him. in their Generati- 
on than others, And then, | | 
Secondly, That the 'Lord takes fpecial notice of 
ſuch, . here:is a ſpecial eharaRer ypon them, ſome ſpe- 
| -Clal-bonour-that God puts upon ſuch. I 'fpake of the 
RI formerthe'laft day , and we refleRed upon it in way of 
Application, SAGE _ 
T-defire that all Gods people would labour to get as 
nigh God as may be : don'c content yourſelves that you 


taye intereſt in-Chrift, that you haye that which will 
L car* 


N 
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carry you toheaven, it's a poor low ſpirit to take up 
here : bur ſeck after that which may make you an ho- 
nour unto. God, and ſerviceable in your Generation, 

that you may walk with God in ſpecial, as ſomerimes 
Enoch did, We ſpake alſo by way of incouragement 
- unto. thoſe-that are weak, as if that you ſhould never get 
_ ſonigh God,that you ſhould never be able to walk with 
God as Exoch, You haye the ſame principle that have 
intereſt in Chriſt as the ſtrongeſt ; though you be weak 
and never ſo weak, Chriſt is the ſame principle of life 
in you, and therefore you don't differ from them , 

you look upon Saints that are remarkable, and you are 
diſcouraged when you view the diſtance between you 
and them : but know, the difference is not in kind bur 
degree; if the difference were in kind, there were no 
hopes of attaining to that meaſure, all the Sifts and 
' parts in the World can't grow up to orace ; ; bur where 
there is a principle of grace, though never ſo ſmall, 
though it be but as a grain of Muſtard ſeed, it (hall 
grow, and never leave growing, till it grow as high as 
heaven, You have alſo the ſame Mediator ( though 
weak ) in whoſe name you may come and plead ac- 


Ceptance, -as well as the ſtrongeſt ; you -have the ſame 
Fountain ro go unto, infinite fulnels that 15 ever running þ 


over, -willing to communicate ; there's 'the ſame free- 


neſsof acceſs for you, this Founthin is ſet open for you 


3s much as for the ſtrongeſt , it's the bleſſing of the 
new creature, Be firong, let him that i; holy, be holy 
ſtill, and him that 1s righteous, be righteous ſell, 1n 
Rev. 22,11, The bleſling.is upon him that hath Chriſt 
and Righteouſneſs, . let him be more righteous, and 


more holy, let him go from ſtrength to irength, Un- 


til he appear before Godin $707 ; this-is the bleſſing 


upon him : therefore your weakneſs ſhould be no cauſe 


of diſcouragement, You have alſo the Promiſes, that 
the 
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the time ſhall come, That thoſe that be weak ſhall be 
as * David. ( a Prophecie concetning the latter times ) 
he that is weak ſhall be as David, and he that is as 
ſtrong as David ſhall be as the Angel of the 'Lord ; 
So thar you that are weak in your own apprehenſions 
ſhould be ſtrengthened, even is David, who was, ond 
that walked with God in a teniarkable matiner in his 
itn ar Therefore get as nigh God and Chriſt as 
may be : fit at his Foot-ſtool ; the nearer you aretg 
Chriſt, the more you fir under the dropping 'of his 
lips, the more ſweetneſs of Chriſt will tall into your 
ſpirits ; the more his eye is over you, the better you 
are in his thoughts, and you ſhall have many a good 
bir, if you follow him cloſer than others, To proceed 
to the ſecond Propoſition, 
2. Prop. That the Lord takes ſpecial notice of 


ſuch as do walk with him in a remarkable manner. 


The Lord takes (pecial notice of ſuch, there is ſome 


ſpecial charaRer of honour which the Lord will put up- 


on ſuch as walk with him fo as Enecch did : it's written. 
twice in this Chapter, that Enoch walked with God. 
God will have ſpecial notice taken of him ; they all 
walked with God , the reſt of the Patriarchs, but 
notice is taken only of Enoch's walking. The New 
Teſtament takes notice of Enoch's walking with God : 
The Apoftle 7ade ſpeaks of Enoch the ſeventh from 
Adam, which 1 had occaſion to ſpeak of the laſt day. 
And the Apoſtle tothe Hebrews takes notice of Enoch, 
as one that liv'd by Faith, and by Faith, was tranſlated , 
and before he was 1rarſlared he had this Teſtimony, 
That hepleaſed God. 

But 1 ſhall ſhew you how the Lord takes notice, ſpe- 
clal notice of ſuch of his Servants as do walk clolely 
with him, in divers particulars. 

- To Firſt of all, The Lord bears w'tneſs 19 them, and 
| N 2 he 
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carry you to heaven , it's a poor low ſpirit to take up 
here : but ſeek after that which may make you an ho- 
nour unto God, and ſerviceable in your Generation, 
that you may walk with God in ſpecial, as ſomerimes 
Enoch did, We ſpake alſo by way of incouragement 
- unto thoſe that are weak, as if that you ſhould never get 
 ſonigh God,that you ſhould never be able to walk with 
God as Evoch, You have the ſame principle that have 
intereſt in Chriſt as the ſtrongeſt ; though you be weak 
and never ſo weak, Chriſt is the ſame principle of lite 
in you, and therefore you don't differ from them , 
you look upon Saints that are remarkable, and you are 
diſcouraged when you view rhe diſtance between you 
and them ; but know, the difference 1s not in kind bur 
degree; if the diffcrence were in kind, there were no 
hopes of attaining to that meaſure, all the gifts and 
parts in the World can't grow up to grace ; but where 
there is a principle of grace, though never ſo ſmall, 
though it be but as a grain of Muſtard ſeed, it (hall 
grow, and never leave growing, till it grow as high as 
heaven, You have allo the lame Mediator ( though 
weak ) in whoſe name you may come and plead ac- 
Ceptance, as well as the ſtrongeſt, you have the ſame 
Fountain ro go unto, infinite tuinefs that is ever running 
over, willing to cotmunicate , there's the ſame free- 
neſs of acceſs for you, this Fountain 15 fet open for you 
as much as for the ftrongeſt ; 1:'s the bleiling of the 
new creature, Be ftrong. let him that ts holy, be haly 
ftill, and him that us righteous, be righteous ſlill, in 
Rev. 22,11, The ble{ling is upon him that hath Chriſt 
and Righteouſneſs, let him be more righteous, and 
more holy, let him go from ſtrength to ſtrength, un- 
til he appear before Godin S707; this is the bleſſing 
upon him : therefore your weakneſs ſhould be no cauſe 
of diſcouragement, You have alſo the Promiſes, that 
——_ 
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the time ſhall come, Thar thoſe that be weak, ſhall be 
as David ( a Pr ophecic coriceining the laiter times ) 
he that is weak ſhall be as D.vid, and he that is as 
ſtrong as David {hall be as the Angel of the Lord ; 
So thar you that are weak in your own apprehenſions 
ſhould be ftrenothened, even 3s David, who was, ons 
that walked wich God in remarkable matiner in his 
Generation. Therefore get as nigh God and Chriſt as 
may be : fit at his Foot-ſtool , the nearer you aretg 
Chriſt, the more you fit under the dropping of his 
lips, the more {weetneſs of Chriſt wil} fall into your 
pirits; the more his eye is over you, the better you 
are in his thoughts, and you ſhall have many a good 
bit, if you follow him cloſer than others. To proceed 
to the ſecond Propoſicion, 
2, Prop. That the Lord takes ſpecial notice of 
fuch a: do walk with him in a remarkable manner. 
The Lord takes ſpecial notice of ſuch, there is ſome 


ſpecial charaRer of honour which the Lord will PUt UP= 


on ſuch as walk with him ſo as Enoch d1d : it's written 
twice in this Chapter, that Enech walked with God. 
God will have ſpecial notice taken of him , they all 
walked with God , the reſt of the ÞP Patriarchs, but 
notice is taken only of Enoch's walking. The New 
Teſtament takes notice of Enoch's walking with God : 

The Apoſtle Fade ſpeaks of Enoch the ſeventh from 
Adam, which I had occaſion to ſpeak of the laſt day. 
And the Apoſtle tothe Hebrews takes notice of Enoch, 
as one that liv'd by Faith, and by Faith was tranſlated , 

and before he was 1rarlared he had this Teſtimony, 
That hepleaſed God. 

But 1 ſhal} ſhew you how the Lord takes notice, ſpe- 
cial notice of ſuch of his Servants as do walk cloſely 
with him, in divers particulars. 
ae Firſt of all, The Lord bears witneſs 1@ them, and 
N 2 he 
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he bears witneſs of them in a ſpecial manner, I fay the 
Lord bears witneſs co them, and bears witneſs of them. 
He bears wianeſs to ther , he ſpake evidemily, clearly 
unto them ; he clears up their evidences for heayen ; he 
ſpeaks by his ſpirit unto theirs, and they are his wit- 
neſſes in the World ; they bear witneſs tothe name of 
God, andthe truth of God, to the Word of the Lord, 
the-Lives of ſuch of his Saints bear witneſs to the 
Word, they are a Comment, an Expoſition of the 
Word of the Lord, and therefore the Lord bears wit- 
neſs to their ſpirits , they have ſpecial work to do for 
God in the World, and therefore God comes in with 
a ſpecial witneſs and reftimony of his ſpirit with theirs, 
that he might ſtrengthen them, and carry them through 
all their undertakings which are for God. Paul was 
3 Choſen veſſel, and was to-bear upthe name of God 
| beforethe Gentiles, and therefore the Lord comes and 
ſpeaks unto his ſpirit in a ſpecial manner in ſtreng- 
thening of Paul, Paul fear not, I am with thee. 
The Prophet Feremiah.was to bear witneſs for God, to 
do great things for God, and therefore God bears wit- 
neſs to his Spirit in Fer. 1.18. he ſends him forth, and 
tells him, He had made him a Brazen Wall, and an 
Iron Pillar, and he would carry him through all the 
work, and all his enemies ſhould not be able to harm 
bim : they wait for the witneſs of God, for the wit- 
neſs of the Spirit of God, their fouls are alwaics 
hearkening, and they are liſtning what God ſhall 
ſpeak: they won't be put off with any other Te- 
ftimony till God ſpeaks, their ſoul is not ſatisfied, God 
therefore comes in, and by his ſpirit witneſſes it him- 
ſelf, he writes their evidence fair, and.writes.it with | 
the blood of his Son, and cafts it imtotheir boſom, and |} 
they are careful to keep their evidence clear when Ged | 
hath once given it out to them, they are careful ro keep | 
| it 
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it from blots and blurs, and to read over their evidences 
in Chriſt, and pur it into their boſom : there'snothing 
they delight in, but in reading ir again and again, and 
therefore the Lord doth witneſs unto ſuch. And he 
doth not only bear witneſs ro them, but he bears witneſs 
of them; a high honour for God to bear witneſs of 
poor creatures: to bear witneſs of them, Haſs thou 
canner my Servant Fob ? Job 1. 1. God gave wit- 
neſs of him, That Fab zs a perfeft and upright man, 
one that feared Gol; he was one that eſchewed evil : 
God bears witneſs of him : and ſo in Fob2. 3. the 
Lord ſaith, Haſt thow conſidered my ſervant Fob, 
that he us a perfeit andupright man, none like him 
in the earth? Mark, what a high Teſtimony God 
gives of him : Fob durſt not ſay ſo of himſelf, he durft 
not ſtand upon his own perfeRion, he durft not ſay he 
was perfe&t, but God ſaid ſo: his friends would not 
ſay fo of him, but they accuſed him, and ſaid he was 
an Hypocrite , becauſe they ſaw the hand of God 
went out remarkably againſt him; Ay, but God bears 
witneſs of him, whatſoever his friends ſay, God will 
convince them, that they judged with unrighteous 
judgement : therefore ſee what God faiesro Eliphaz 
the Temanite,. Fob 42.7, My wrath # kindled againſt 
thee and againſt thy two friends: for you have not 
ſpoken of me the thing that u« right , like my ſer- 
vant fob, fob was a perfett andupright man, Their 
walking with God is hid fromthe World, it's in ſe- 
cret, their ſpirits are in ſecret carried after God, 
which are the choiceſt, and moſt curious waies of 
their walking with him in the World, they ſee nor 
and can't eye their walking with God , but God 
will take-notice of what they have done for bim in 
ſecret, and ir ſhall be publiſhed upon the houſe 
top;. God will bear witneſs of ſuch of his Servants 
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as. walk cloſely with bim in their Generation, he will 


| bear witneſs of them before men ; will bear witneſs of 
them either in their lives,or at their death, or elſe after 


death, in their lives, as he did of Job , at their dearhs, 
be will give ſuch a eflimony of them at death as ſhall 
make even their very enemies wiſh with Balaam, Oh 
that I might die the death of the righteous, and that 


my latter end may be like unto hs , andihenhe will. 


bear witneſs of thera after death, when they are gone, 
I ſay, many Ages and Generations aſter they are dead 
and gone, God will bear witneſs of them, as in 
Heb, 11. where you have 1t recorded of all the Parri- 
archs, that by Faith they pleaſed God: and thus God 
will bear witneſs of ſuch of his ſervants as will cloſe 
with him in_ their Generation, -And this is the firſt 
thing that God takes notice of inthem, ſo as to bear 
witneſs of them, and tothem. 

2. But apain, Secondly, God ſets up fuch of his fer- 
vants as Patterns to others for them to imitate : He 
ſets them upas patterns ; this is a high honour to them 


- for others to look unto ; they xrethe very Images of 


God, they are the very Images cf Chrift, and there- 
fore God ſets them to be patterns to be ;mitated, Abra- 
han that walked with God, is made a patternto +l] in 
his Generation ; and Moſes a pattern of meckneſs, 
and Fob a pattern of patience, You have heard of the 
patience of Job ; and therefore faith the Apoſtle, 
Tames 5.7 And therefore be ye alſo patient untothe 
coming .of our Lord. Be-ye alſo patient ; you have 
beard of the patience of job : It's true, God bi- 
ſelf is the firſt and highcſt oatterh! Be ye holy as your 
heavenly Father ts holy, be ye perfi& as he 1s perfett, 
there's a. ſuitableneſs in the ſpirits and affeRions of the 
Saints in their defires unte this pattern of God him- 
ſcif which is ſet before them ; fer as the perfeRtion of 
God 
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God is infinite, | as the holineſs of God is infinite, ſo 
there is a kind. of infiniteneſs in their defires and affe- 
Rions in their purſuits after God, but when they look 
upon their aCtings and attainments, they ſee they come 
infinitely ſhort of God, and are apt tobe diſcouraged, 
and therefore now the Lord hath ſer up other: patterns 
for his weak Saints to look unto, and therefore they 
areſuch as themſelves, to ſee how much they have at- 
rained to in their Generation. Yon have heard of the 
patience of Job : and ſo inthe ſame Chapter, the Apo- 
{tle tells them of Elias, a pattern which God hath ſer 
before them : he calls them to wait upon God by prayer ; 
Elias, though a man ſubject to paſſion as we are, 
yet He prayed and it rained not,” and he prayed again 
 andit did rain: A man ſubje&t to the like paſſion as 
you are, and yet he prayed and it rained not, and he 
prayed, and it rained ; therefore look you to be as 
patterns ; this 1s another honour that God is pleaſed to 
put upon his ſervants, he makes them patterns to others- 
But again, 

3. Thirdly, The Lord doth boaſt of ſuch of his 
ſervants as do thus : he boaſts and makes it by glory, 
he ſers them before, for all the world to look upon and 
behold his glory in them, in Rev. 14. 4. Theſe are 
they which follow the Lamb whereſoever he poes, let 
all the world look upon them, and behold the glory of 
God ſhining in them : theſe are they that follow the 
Lamb whereever he goes; you know what God ſaidto 
Satan concerning Fob, Fob 1.8. and2.3. Haſt thou 
conſidered my ſervant Fob ? Thave one ſervant that 1s 
worth the conſidering, ſaith God, Haſt thou conſt- 
dered my ſervant Fob ? Hiſt thou ſet thine heart up- 
on my ſervant Fob, ſaichhe > Thou haſt been compaſ- 
fing the exrth, bur haft thou ſeen ſuch a one as my ſer- 


vant Jeb ? Thou haſt many ſlaves to boaſt on, and *,. 
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as walk cloſely with kim in their Generation, he will 
bear witneſs of them before men; will bear witneſs of 
them either intheir lives,or at their death, or elſe after 
deaih , in their lives, as he did of 7ob , at their deaths, 

he will give ſuch a eflimony of them at death as ſhall 
make even their very enemies wiſh with Balaam, Oh 
that I might die the death of the righteous, and that 
”Y latter end May be like mmto bw : . and then he will 
bear witneſs of thern after death, when they are gone, 
I ſay, many Ages and Generations aſter they are dead 
and gone, Gd will bear witneſs of them, as in 
H«b, 11. where you have itrecorded of all the Patri- 
archs, that by Faith they pleaſed God: and thus Ged 
will bear witneſs of ſuch of his ſervants as will cloſe 
wich him in their Generation, -And this 1s the firft 
ning that God takes notice of inthem, ſo as to bear 
witneſs of them, and to them. 

2. But again, Secondly, God ſets up fuch of his ſer- 
vanits as Patterns to others for them to imitate : He 
ſets them upas patterns ; this is a high honour to them 
. for others to lock unto: they arethe very Images of 
God, they are ihe very Images of Chrift, and there- 
fore God ſets them to be patterns to be imitated, Abra- 
ha that walked with God, is mace a paiternto #!] in 
his Generation ; and Moſes a pattern of meckneſs, 
and Fob 2 parrern of patier.ce, You have heard of the 
patience of Job ; and therefore ſauh the Apoſtle, 
James 5. Js - 21 d therefore be ye alſo patient untothe 
coming of our Lord. BÞe ” alſo patient ; you have 
beard of the patier.ce of job + It's true, God bima- 
(elf 1s the firſt and highelt Pattern, Be ye holy as your 
heavenly Father 15 0927, be ye perfe& as ke perfett, 
there's a ſuitableneſs in :he ſpirits and affteRions of the 
$21nts 1n their dcfires onto this pattern of God him- 


{cif which is ſet before them ; for as the perfection of 
God 
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God is infinite, as the holineſs of God is infinite, ſo 
there is a kind of infiniteneſs in their deſires and affe- 
Rions in their purſuits atter God , but when they look 
upon their aQtings and attainments, they ſee they come 
intinitely ſhort of God, and are apt to be diſcouraged, 
nd therefore now the Lord hath ſer up other patterns 
for his weak Saints to look unto, and therefore they 
areſuch as themſelves, to ſee how much they have at- 
tained to in their Generation. Yon have heard of the 
patience of Fob : and ſo inthe ſame Chapter, the Apo- 
{tle tells them of El:as, a pattern which God hath ſer 
before them : he calls them to wait upon God by prayer ; 
Elias, though a man ſubject to paſtton as we are, 
yet He prayed and it rained not, and he prayed again 
and it did rain: A man ſubje& to the like paſlion as 
you are, and yet he prayed andit rained not, and he 
prayed, and it rained ; therefore look you to be as 
patterns ; this 1s another honour that God 1s pleaſed to 
put upon his ſervants, he makes them patterns to others» 

But again, | 
3. Thirdly, The Lord doth boaſt of ſuch of his 
ſervants as do thus : he boaſts and makes it bis glory, 
he ſets them before, for all the world to look upon and 
behold his glory in them, in Rev. 14. 4. Theſe are 
they which follow the Lamb whereſnever he goes, let 
all the world look upon them, and behold the glory of 
God ſhining in them : theſe are they that follow the 
Lamb whereever he goes; you know what God ſaid to 
Satan concerning Fob, Fob 1.8. and2.3. Haſt thou 
conſidered my ſervant Fob ? T have one ſervantthat is 
worth the conſidering, faith God, Haſt thou conſs- 
dered my ſervant Fob ? Hiſt thou ſet thine heart up- 
on my ſervant Fob, ſaith he > Thou haſt been compaſ\- 
fing the exrth, but haſt thou ſeen ſuch a one as my ſer- 
vant Zeb ? Thou haſt many flaves to boaſt on, and 
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many drudges, but Vle compare with thee above all : 
my ſervant Fob, haft thou conſidered him @ he'is a per= 
fe& and upright man, oze that feareth'God andefchew- 
eth evil. And-ſo David, God ſeems to glory in 
him, that he had ſuch a ſervant as David, in Aits 


13. 22. I have found” David, the ſon of Feſſe, @ 
man after mine own heart, that ſhall execute all my 
Will-: as-good-a ſeryant as Idefire to have, he will ful- 
fill all my. Will, and he'is according to mine ownheart, 
he will do all my Will; God glories in it that he had: 
ſuch a ſervant as David. 

4+ Fourthly, As God: glories in ſuch, ſo he de- 
lights exceedingly in ſuch; as walk cloſely with him, - 
they are the Object of his-delight': ic's ſaid inCarr, 
7.5. that the King. is beld' in bu Galleries; he ſees 
ſuch an excellent piece, he is held by his aFeRions, 
and he cannot get our, Oh thou haſt raviſhed my heart, 
my' Siſter, my Spouſe, thou baſt' raviſhed mine heart 


| with one-of thine eyes, with one chain of thy nerk;; 


Behold the beauty of thine eye, that eye of Faith, - 
that eye of thine raviſhes my: heart; ic wounds the 
heart'of Chriſt, it made him love-ſick; there was ſuch 
a'dart from the eye that raviſh'd his heart, great de- 
light the: Lord: takes in ſuch; Oh, faith the Father, 


| here's the very Image of my ſon in ſuch and ſuch a' 


Saint, here's the very likeneſs: of: my ſon, - I can't 
but look'upon this piture with delight, here's the ve- 
ry countenance of. my: ſon, the very: eye of my: ſon, 
Doves eyes, the very caſt of his eye, : atdit's alwaies 
looking heaven-ward; the very caſt of the eye of thee 


my ſon: here's the'very lip of my:ſon that dropt ſweet 


ſmelling-Myrrh ; here is the very gate'of myſſon, -his 
yery carriage, every: footsſtep' is likethe footſteps of 
my ſon, I can't but delight . the Father ſaw the Image 
af theſon in ſuch, and! ihe ſon ſees the Imape of _ 
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| longer, fell upon their necks, diſcovered himſelf unto 
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Faberin ſuch, and' therefore can't but rejoyce and dec. 
light in them' with exceeding great' joy. That's a 
fourth. Bur again, 

5. Fifthly, The Lord-doth manifeſt mich love unto 
ſuch ; rbere's another ſpecial' favour that ſuchias walk 
clofe with God: meet withal : Oh that all this which 
is ſpoken might refreſh your hearts, The'Lord manifeſts 
ſpecial love'and-favourto ſuch ; he communicates more 
of his love; they ſhall' have the very heart of God, 
God unfolds, he'll 'vunbowel himſelf unto them , the 
Lord' can't contain it, hefalls upon them, falls up6n 
their neck and kiſſes them, as Foſepb+did upon his Bre- 
thrensnecks, in Ger. 45. 14, 15. he could contain no 


them, I am your brother, ſaith he, I am' Foſeph - 
there's abundance of love, precious love thatthe Lord 
doth reveal unto ſuch z he wil) ſatiate'and: ſatisfie their 
ſoul with kindneſs'; there is a/promiſe that is made in 
the Pſalms 36. 8: He will ſatwfie their ſouls with his 
loving kindneſs, they ſhall drink abuidantly, and. 
be' ſatisfied with the fatneſs of thy houſe: they' ſhall 
rafte abundance, - not only'ſo but be ſatisfied, raſte and 
be ſatisfied, with the goodneſs, and love of the Lord; 
there's none drinks ſo much, nor none meet with 
ſuch ſoul- ſatisfaction, as: thoſe that walk cloſe with' 
God, 

6. Sixthly, The Lord reveals bis ſecrets unto them, 
he'll with-hold nothing ; Shall I hide: from Abrakan? 
The Lord will reveal irunto fuch of his Servants, - Shall 
I bide from eAbraham? Gen. 18. 17,18. ſceing' 
Abraham ſhall become a great Nation, andhewill teach 
by Children : The Lord kiows'to whorn he gives out, 
ſuch as will give out'to others and be communicative ta 
others, and therefore the Lord' reveals bimſclf unto, 
them : they Rand nigher God than others, _ 
they 
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they. ſee. more than others, underftand more than - 
others, and ſtanding upon the hill cop they ſee further 
than others : . God reveals ſpeci2l things to them : 
Enoch the ſeventh from Aaam Propheſied of theſe, 
ſaying, Behold the Lord cometh with teu thouſands of 
by Saints, to. execue- judgement upon all, and to 
convince all that are ungodly among them of. all 
their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly Commit = 
red, and of all their hard ſpeeches, which ungodly 
ſianers bave ſpoken againſt him. 'Again, 

' 7, Seventhly, The Lord mployes ſuch upon ſpe- 
cial Services: ſuch as walk more cloſely with him, 
ſhall do the great works of God inthe world great 
things are ſpoken of to come to paſs in the latter daies, 
_ and who ſhall be Gods inſtruments to bring his great 
works to pals? Why, the Lord will make wiſe ſuch as 
_ walk cloſely with him, in Rev. 17.14, The Army of 
the Lamb, ſuch as hee'l] do great things by, they were 
ſuch as are called faithful and cheſen; there's thar 
commendation given of them, And they that are with 
him are called faithful and choſen : Theſe ſhall be 
his Inftruments of the great work to. bring down Ba- 
bylon by, to do his great work by, theſe ſhall be men 
of choice ſpirits, called, choſen and faithful, God will 
make uſe of them to bear up his name in the world, 
and he will uſe them as Inſtruments to bring to paſs the 
oreat things he hath ſpoken of : they are Inſtruments 
that will give all to God, and therefore God will make 
them Inſtruments of great work to kim ; and it's their 
ſtudy that the Lord alone may be exalted, and there- 
fore the Lord will make uſe of ſuch for ſpecial ſervice. 
Bur again in the eighth place, Th. 

8. Eighthly, The Lord takes ſpecial notice of them, 
for he puts ſuch a luſtre upon them as ſhall make them 
t0 {hine 1n the eye of the world; this is another ho- 
Nour 
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nour that God is careful to put upon them, - as that they 


ſhall ſhine in the eye of the world ; that they ſhall ei- 
ther be reſpected or feared. Sometimes the Lord makes 


| the very wicked in the world toreſpeRt them. Fohn 


that was a burning and ſhining light, John Bapriſt, 
how did God make even Herod himſelf to reſpet him? 
Even the wicked of the world are convinced by them, 
and God doth inforce the world to approve of them, 
to approve of the way they walk in, and to approve 
of their Integrity, There's a promiſe in Rev, 2. tothe 
Church of Phzladelphia, that God would mike their 
very enemies to come and worſhip before them, and to 
acknowledge that God hath loved them ; there is ſuch 
a luſtre upon them, upon their ſpirits, and lives, and 
carriages, when they walk cloſe with God; that the 
men of the world are forc'd to confeſs as of Chrift, 
Never man ſpake as this man, and certainly theſe men 
are gracious men, what ever the world thinks of them, 
and oh that there were no worſe, and that T might die 
the righteous mans death, that my latter end may be as 
his ; they are thus convinced by thar Tuſtre that is upon 
them, or at leaſt, God makes the world to fear them ; 
they are a dread unto the world : Abraham was migh- 
tily feared by Abimelech, and Avzmelech feared him, 
and ſcnt ro make a Covenant with himin Gen, 21. 22, 
he ſent his great Captain to make a Covenant with 
Abraham, and why ? Becauſe they perceived that God 
was with him, and God proſpered him, and therefore 
they are afraid that Abrabam ſhould be their enemy ; 
though they were ſtrangers t2 God, yet the fear of 
his people, the fear of Abraham fell upon them ; whar 
a dread 1s many a godly man unto the wicked, their 
very conyerſations do convince them, the ftirrings of 
God, the appearances of God in them do convince 


them; and therefore they cry out many times of them 
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avthe Devils did of Jeſs of Nazareth, Why art thou 
come to torment us: $0 2 man that walkscloſe with 


God'is even a torment upon them : the fear and dread 
_ of them fall upon their enemies ; that's another ho- 


nour that God puts upon thoſe that walk cloſely with 
him. 

\ 9. Ninthly, Again, To ſuch as walk cloſely with 
God, there's an abundant entrance for them into 
the Kingdom of God, I ſay, ſuch ſhall meet with an 
abundance of entrance into the Kingdom of God; ſo 
ſaies the Apoſtle in 2 Per. 1. 11. He bids them there 
Give all diligence to make their calling. and eleftion 
ſure, be not idle, do not ſtand at a ftay, preſs on, For 
ſo there . ſhall be: an entrance made, an abundant en- 
trance ſhall be miniſtred unto you, into the Kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : All Gods 
people do not meet with this abundant entrance, there 
are (ome that creep in at the narrow gate, ſome ſail 
to Heaven with quarter wind, others go with full ſails 
of Aſſurance. Now this ſeerns to be promiſed to thoſe 
that walk: moſt cloſely with God, that give all dili- 
gence to wait upon God, and all diligence to increaſe 
in knowledge, and grace, full ſails of Afſurance and 
an abundant entrance ſhall be miniſtred unco them into 
the Kingdom: of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, 
But again, 

'10. Tenthly, In the laft place, Such as walk with 
God, God makes their memorial to be ſweet, the me- 
mory of the juſt ſhall be ſweet when they are de:d 
and gone, their names ſhall not rot, they ſhall be 
Embalmed, God will have them to be remembred -un- 
ro many. Generations; - Abel, though dead, he is yet 
remembred, God will rake care that his Saints ſhall 
be remembred. Enoch walked with God, and though 
he was cut off, yet Enoch muſt be remembred, though 
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world to honour their Names when they, are dead.and 


it were many _bundred years before Maſes, yet God 
would have Moſes to write it twice, ;Enoch. malkgd 
with God, Now God will have the yery men, in, the 


gone ; the Prophets many of chem _were cut off  by.the 
wicked Jews, but God cauſed their.names to be,prec- 
ous when they were gone : and the Scribes and Pharj- 


fees ( as wicked as they were ) yer, notwithſtanding, 


they honoured the name of a Prophet ; and,your.Fz- 
thers killed the-Prophetrs, ( though odious whilft they 
lived, though cut off, as Gbriſt himſelf. was, .and 
thought not worthy to live onthe face. of the Earth; ) 
yet .their Names are precious and ,in.memory :;, and 
thus you ſeethat the Lord takes ſpecial notice of ſuch of 
his Servants as walk moft cloſely with. him. ;-be knows 
that the Devil takes ſpecial notice of them, and there- 
fore he'll take notice of them; he knows that the 
world takes ſpecial notice of them to envy them, the 
ſpight of the world is againſt them, and therefore God 
will take them into ſpecial favoyr with himſelf : there 
are none ſohated, none ſo maligned as thoſe that walk 
moſt cloſe with God , there 1s no ſucheye-ſore toa 


carnal man, as one that. walks cloſe with God : Qh, the 


light and glory.of God that doth appear in ſuch a-Saigr 


doth convince the men of the-world,and upbraids them, 


ſhames them, ſets thejr Conſciences. on work, convinces 
them at what diſtance they are from:God, and there- 
fore it 1s that the world hates them, there's none that 
meets wich more ſpjght from the world than they, .and 
therefore the Lord takes. ſpecial notice of ſuch, and 
there's. none that the Devil Rrikes more at, . than thoſe 
that walk cloſeſt with God : forthey arelike a light ſec 
upon a Hill, .andthe Prince of the Air will endeavour 
to blow it out ; they; are as Beacons ſer upon. a Hill,and 
mie Devil knows that if be can tbrow.cbem dem, theve 
| | Wi 
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will fall many with them. Maſt thou conſidered my 
Servant Fob? haſt thou ſet thy heart upon him?I dout! 
"not but thou haſt conſidered him, thou haſt maligned 
him, ſought to caſt him down from his ſtation. Simon, 
Simon, Satan has a deſire to have you, that he may win- 
' row you, but I have prayed for thee that thy Faith 
fail 0t , of all others, Sacan deſires to haye Peter, 
that he might winnow him. Such 35 arc moſt eminent, 
the more eminenr, the more doth Satan defire to win- 
now them, and therefore the Lord ſteps in, I have 
prayed for. them, Chriſt ſteps in to plead for them in 
a ſpecial manner, he takes care of them : , As the darts 
of the Devil are thrown principally at ſuch, ſo the Lord 
himſelf will be their Buckler, and their defetice 
"Now Brethren, from all that hath been ſpoken, re- 
fle& upon it ; And oh that it may ſtir you up to endea- 
your to walk more cloſe with God ; not otily to walk 
with God, but ro walk with God as Encchdid; it's 
nor enough ro be gracious, but what lingular thing do 
you for God? I know that this will make you vile in 
the eyes of the world, but be you reſolute in the waies 
of God: It will. be A Vlot ro you in the eyes of the 
world, but it will be an honour to you in the eyes of 
God, who judges in truth and righteouſneſs; and 
| therefore if the world ſpite you for this, for. walking 
more cloſe with God, for embracing the truth of the 
times, ſay, If this be to be vile, Ile yet be more vile, 
and know chat it ſhall not be labour loft, I ſay, it ſhall 
not be labour loft, to endeavour to walk thus cloſely 
with God as Enoch did, you ſhall meet withthat re- 
freſhment in God; which will abundantly anſwer what 
you ſhall loſe in the world, what you ſhall partwithal 
in the world ; the ſweetneſs that you ſhill 'meet withal 
in Communion with God, ir ſhall abundantly fatisfie 
for the loſs 'of all creature comforts whatſoever, if 
you 
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you ſhall loſe any thing for walking thus cloſely 
with him. | 

I ſhall ſay no more, Your memories ſhall be preci- 
ous in Gods ſight, when rich men, and great men, and 
men of parts ſhall rot and periſh, die, and'come to no- 
thing, and their names ſhall periſh with them and rot ; 
Why, the names of the righteous, ſuch as walk cloſe 
with God in their Generation, their names ſhall be as 
a Box of Oyntment poured forth, and they ſhall be 
ſ\weet and precious, to God and to his Saints chrough- 
out all Generations. And thus 1 have ſhewed you 
theſe two particulars, That God hath ſome of his Ser- 
vants in all Generations, that walk more cloſe with him 
than others , and ſecondly, That rhe Lord takes ſpeci- 
al notice of ſuch, and ſets ſome ſpecial badge of Ho- 
nour upon them; the main Point in hand is ſtill be- 
001! : TEK 


. * 4 Py 


Wet'Cs 'F / . [Ls , > | 


a... a Mira 


,—* 


204 Enoch's walk with God, 


—_—_— . 
ag 4+ » yy — 


: 4 _ - - TG K we 
: . '% 
p F, , a@* p , % 
k ' ' 
- . . 1 A % 
y l of 16 \ : . 0 s - 
o : v p F LY 
” ; *s 4 "1d 
p - 


k % —_— f . 
Oy > ttt TS Koo vIaeS Woo 26g  — _ — er . 
: P 4 ol , 


G EN. L 24, 


And Enich walked with Gol, and he was not, 
far God took hin. 


Have already conſidered two Propoſitions that did 
ariſe from ſome particular conlideration, before 
I came to the main , Firſt, In that Enoch is 
taken notice of above the reſt , here are ten Pa. 
triarchs ſpoken of in this Chapter, but it's ſaid of 
Enoch only, that he walked with God : they all walk- 
ed with God, but he in a ſpecial manner, God bath 
ſome of his Servants in all Apes that walk more cloſe 
with bim than others ; that was the firſt Propoſition, 
And then Secondly, That the Lord takes ſpecial no- 
ticeof ſuch : here's more. notice taken of Enoch than 
of allthereft, Enoch walked with God, And there is 
one particular more before I come tothe main Obſer- 
vation, 

And that is, The conſideration of the Teme in which 
Enoch lived ; It wasin evil times z men began exceed- 
ingly to degenerate, the world began to grow exceed- 
ing wicked, and was filled with violence, and therefore 
i was that Enech did breath out threatnings —_— 
them 3 
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them : he breathed out threatninps of Judgement 


againſt the men of his Gencration, which the Apoſtle 


'Fude doth apply to the men of that Age in which he 


lived, in 7#de 14, IF. it's ſaid there {peaking of the 
wickedneſs of his Generation ) And Encch the ſeventh 


from Adam, Propheſied of theſe, ſaying, Behold the 


Lord cometh with ten thouſand of hu Saints, to exe- 
cute Tudgement upon all, and to convince all that are 
ungoaly among them of all their iingoaly deeds which 
they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard 


ſpeeches which ungoaly ft; Inners buve ſboken againſt 


him : the Pcopher 1t's very probable did Proph: Fa this 
againſt the men of his Generation, they being exceed- 
ingly corrupt ; and the Apoſtle doth apply it unto the 
Age in which he lived, becauſe it was like unto the Ape 
in which Erocb lived, "which was very corrupt ; ſo that 
you fee ( and it's very obſervable ) thar in the time 
1n which Enoch lived, that Generation was very cor-. 
rupt, yet he walked with God, Ir affords us this Pro- 

policton to pitch upon, Thar 
The Lord takes it excceding kindly, when his people 
walk cloſely with him in evil times, 1's the great 
commendation of the Saints then ro walk cloſely with 
God : it was the commendation of ;he Church of Per- 
gawu In Rev. 2.13. I know thy works, and where 
thou awelleſt, even where Satans feat 18, and thou 
holdeft faft my name, and haſt not denied my Faith, 
even in thoſe daies wherein Antipas my Faithful 
Martyr was ſlain. who was ſlain among you, where 
Satan awelleth, This was the great commendation of 
that Church, that though ſhe dwelt where Sarans ſeat 
was, in the midſt of wicked men where the Devil rules, 
where the Devil hath bis Throne, yet there thou haſt 
not denied my Faith, bur there thou holdeſt faſt my 
truth : this Chriſt took exceeding kindly, Ir was the 
Q great 
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great commendation of Job, that he was a perfeR man, 
he was a perfect and upright man, though he dwelt in 
the Land of Uz ; he was a man that dwelt in the Land 
of Uz, a perfect and upright man, he was upright in 
the midiſt of a {1nful people : they were of the poſter1- 
ty of Eſau that inhabited that place, a crooked Gene- 
ration, and yet Job was an upright man amongſt them ; 
that was his great commendation. It was the great 
commendation of Noah that he was a juſt man in an 


- unjuſt world ; it's ſaid, the whole earth was filled with 


violence in Noab's daies, and then Noah was a juſt 
and perfect man, It was the great commendation of 
Joſeph, that he feared the Lord amongſt the Egyprians, 
he dwelt amongſt thoſe that had not the fear of the 
Lord amongft them, and yet he retained the fear of che 
Lord. And ſo it was the oreat commendation of Da- 
vid, that his ſpirit was carried after God, not only 
when he was in Feruſalem, but when he was 2morg the 
Heathen, when he was amongft the Inhabitants of de- 
ſhek,, when he was in the Tents of Kedar, Woe 15 me, 
that I am to dwell with the Inhabitants of Meſhek, 
&c. andyet even then David's heart was carried af- 
ter God, and that was David's great commendation. 
It was one of the glories and beauties of Chriſt him- 
ſelf, Thar he was holy and righteous in a finful world , 

Ar the Apple-tree in the maſt of the Trees mm the 
Foreſt, ſo is my Beloved among the Sons, Cant.2. 3. 

He was an Apple-tree in the midſt of wild Trees, 
when he was compaſſed about with Bryars, Thorns 
and Thiftles, and Crab-trees, yet he continued a plea- 
{:rit Apple-tree, and brought forth delightful fruit to 
God and man, Now for the clearing of this Point, 
That the Lord takes it exceeding kindly, _ bis 
prople walk, cloſe with himin evil times, 


I ſhall 
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I ſhall ſhew you, Firſt, What the evil times are ; 
And: then Secondly, Whar it is io walk with God in 
evil times. And Thirdly, Make it evidenc, that this 
is exceeding accep:able unto God, which will make 
way for the Application. 

Firſt, If you enquire what thoſe evil times are in 
which cloſe walking with God is ſo exceeding ac- 


ceptable ? 


1, Firſt, Times of General Apoſtaſie ; times of 
great corruption, and of General Apoſtaſte from God, 
from the truth, and from the wates of God, and from 
the worſhip of God ; when men ſhall loſe not enly 
the power, but the very form of Godline(s; when ſuch 
as ſeem to be like Stars, ſhall be ſwept down, and when 
moſt men are carried away with the ſtream of looſeneſs, 
it's an evil time, and then ro walk with God 1s exceed- 
ing precious ; Such was the time of Noah, in the time 
in which Noab lived the whole world was corrupt, and 
the whole earch was filled with violence; Ay, but then 
Noab walked with God in his Generation, and thar 
was exceeding acceptable. And fo again, we have 
other Inſtances of iuelike in Hof, 11. 12, It wasthe 
great commendation of Judah, that when the people 
of Iſrael had corrupted themſelves, when Iſrael had 
gone aſtray irom God, from his wor{hjp, and from 
his truth, then 7adab was found faithful with God, 
Ephraim has compaſſed me about with. lies, and the 
bouſe of Iſrael with deceit, but Fuaah yet ruleth with 
God, ard 1s faithful with the Saints ; Fudah {till 
holds faft, or Judah leaves a witneſs to his God, bears 
witneſs to the truth of God, and is faithful to the 
Saints, faichful ro the Prophets, and that was the great 
commendatiori of Fadab , to bc fairhful at that time z 
in a time of general corruption: And ſoagain in Mal. 
3. 14. It was a very evil, a very corrupt time, and 

O'2 God 
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God took it excceding kin:ily that his people did hold 


up for him: Ye have ſatd, it 5 in vain to ſerve the 
Lord, and what profit #s it that we have kept hu 
Ordinances , and that we bave walked mourn- 
Fully before "the Lord ? and now we call the proud hap- 
py, yea they that work, wickedneſs are ſer up, and 
they that tempt God are even delivered : but what fol- 
lows ? mark the 16 Verſe, Then they that fearcd the 
Lord ſpake often one to another, &c. The pcople 
were wofully corrup:, God had a few names there char 
he kept faithful ro himſelf, they that feared the Lord 
even then, when the time was ſo evil, they ſpake often 
one to another, and aBook of remembrance was written. 
Secondly, Times of ſore perſecution ; tirnes of 
orrſecarion are evil times, and then to walk with God 
Is excecding acceptable;z ſuch was the time in which 
Elijah lived ; it was atime of great perſecution, 7e- 
zebel had (ain all the Lords Prophets, there was none 
in ail the Land durſt appear for God, and therefore 
C hethought ) he had been left alone, Lord they have 
ſlain thy Prophets, andleft me alone: and yet Elijah 
ſands up for Ged ; there was none in al] the Land turf 
appear for God, and therefore Elijah ihought he had 
been left alone, 1 King, 19. 14. And yet Eljab frood 
up for God, and with an undaunted ſpirit bare wit- 
neſs and ſtood up for Gad : this the Lord took exceed- 
ing kindly at Elyjab's hand, What a gracious pro- 
miſe is he Church of Philadelphia, becaule 
ſhe ſtood it out In evil times, Breauſe thou baſt kept 
the Word of my patience: Thou haſt kept my Word 
with patience, thou haſt kept my truth, notwithſtand- 
198 a!) the oppoſtiion thou haſt met with, that truth 
which was moſt oppoſed, that truth which was moſt 
perſecuted, that which was the truth of thetimes thou 
baſt kepr, and thou haft kept it with patience, notwith- 
ſtanding 


- 
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ſtanding all thy ſuffering , notwithſtanding all op- 
poſition, Therefore I will keep thee in the hour of 
remptation that 1s coming upon the World. 

3. Thirdly, Times of Temptation are evil timer, 
and then to walk cloſely with God 1s acceptable ; when 
Satan himſclf, or by his Inſtruments fhall endeavour 
to beat ſouls from their ſtanding, when he ſhall en- 
deavour to turn them aſide ſrom God , then to hold 
taſt, is taken exceeding well, It is the great deſign of 
the Devil by himſelf, or wicked men, thus to ſtrike at 
Gods people ; what do you get by your cloſe walking 
with God > Why, you get nothing but blows, no- 
thing bur ſtripes, and you are aMicted more than any 3 
it was never worſe with you, than fince you began to 


follow hard after God ; this ts Satans remptation, and 


now to hold faſt is very acceptable ; rhus tc was with 
Job, Fob 2. 9. the Devil tempted him by his wife, 
ſaies ſheto him, Doſt thou ſtill retain thine Integrity ? 
Curſe God and die, Doſt thou ſtil] retain thy Inte- 
rity ; what, wilt thou till walk with God? What 
haſt thuu got by walking with him ? Thou feeſt how 
{3d a condition thou art broughr into, I would never 
follow that God any longer, I would curfehim and 


die; it's a ſore temptation, but Fob ſtill Rands in his 


Integrity , Thou ſpeakeſ# like one of the fooliſh wo- 
men, ſhall we receive good at the hand of the Lord, 
and ſhall not we recesve evil ? Thou ſpeakeſt like one 
of the fooliſh women, But again, 

4. Fourthly, Times of Afic:on are times of trial, 
and then it's moſt acceptable for Saints to walk with 
God : Times of AfﬀiRion , when God ſeems to + 
frown, and God ſtretches his hand out againſt his own 
people, for them yet to purſue after God 1n their ſpirits, 
this is very acceptable; to run to God when God ſeems 
to ſmite them, to run into his arms, when they ſee he 
O 3 is 
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is angry, to run under his ſhadow, when God ſeems to 
beat them ſore ; Why, this is very pleaſing unto God : 
Thus ir was with Fob, though God ftretcht out his band 
323inſt him, yet he would not ſtretch out his hand to 
iniquity, but ſtill he kept his integrity : hew.sinaſad 
condition, he was ftript naked of all he had in the 
world, as you read in Fob 1.21. and though God 
make him naked, he'll walk with God ; though God 
lay him naked, deſtitute of all comtoris, be bl: ſſes the 
name of God when all was taken from him, and it's ſaid, 
in all this Job ſinned not, nor charged Ged fooliſhly. 
That's the fourth evil time, in which walking with 
God 1s ac eprable, Bur 1 ſhall ſpeak moſt to the firſt 
of theſe, becauſe that concerns Ezech moſt,viz. Times 
of General corruption, times of declining, times of 
Apoſtaſie, then to walk with God is exceeging accep- 
table. 

Qweſt. Then what 1s it to walk with God in corrupt 
times, or when do the ſervants of God walk with 
him 1 in corrupt times ? 

eAnſw. 1. 1 Anſwer, Firſt of all, whenthey em- 
brace the truth of the times, thoſe cruths that are moſt 
oppoſed, when they ſhall countenancethoſe truths that 
arc moſt diſcountenanced, when they will not ſhut our 
the light, the truth that God holds forth in their Ge- 
neration, , though the truch coſt them dear,though they 
mult buy it, though they ſuffer the loſs of all for the 
uh, though it coſt them the loſs of their comforts, 
the joſs of their good names, the lofs of their Friends, 
the loſs of Eftate, yet it's the truth of Chriſt, and ic's' 
the truth of the times ; When God ſhall bus cauſe 
tis ſervants to embrice thoſe ſcorned, perſecuted, and 
oppoſed truths of the times in which chey live (2 eve- 
rv Age hath its ſpecial truth ) wherein thcy ar. to 
walks with God in a corrupt Generation, Bur again. 
Mora net 2. Se- 
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2, Secondly, To walk with God ia a corrupt Ge” 
neration, is to praRiſe thoſe waies of holineſs, anC 
righteouſneſs, and to ſhew forth thoſe graces whichare 
moſt contrary tothe wickedneſs of the times ; this 1s 
walking withGod in a corrupt time : I ſay, to practiſe 
thoſe wates of holineſs and righteouſneſs, and hold 
forth thoſe graces, which are contrar; to the wicked- 
neſs of the times : and therefore it was Job's great 
commendation, that he was upright, that he was an 
upright man in a crooked Generation, he lived amongſt 
a crooked people. And it was the great commendatt- 
on of Neah thathe praiſed righteouſneſs ; it's ſaid, 
he was a juſt man when the world was moſt unjuſt, it's 
ſaid, The earth was filled with violence , there was no 
righteouſneſs in Noah's daies, and then Noah was a juſt 
man, he was alover of juſtice and righteouſneſs, he 
was a f:[lower of ir, a pattern at that time when there 
was nothing but unjuſtneſs and violence in thoſe times : 
and thus ro walk with God in acorrupt time is very 
pleaſin- and acceptable. But again, | 

3. Thirdly, To walk with God ina corrupt time, 
1s then, when the Servants of God ſhall ſtir up others 


_ tocleave cloſe to God at that time : this 1s part of their 


ſervice at ſuch time to endeavour to ſtrengthen, and 
to hold up the hands and the hearts of one another, in 
declining and finful times; you may remember the 
place betore, Z4al. 3.16. Then they that feared the 
Lord ſpake often one to another ; when the time was 
woefully corrupt, this was the ſervice of that Gene- 
ration, then they that feared tbe Lord ſpake often one 
to another, they ſpake words of encouragement, to 
ſtrengthen one another, that they might not be diſ- 
mayed, that they might go on with boldneſs, 1n pro- 
feſling the name and truth of Jeſus Chriſt, notwith- 
ftanding all oppoſition. 


O 4 4. Again, 
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4. Again, Fourthly, When the Saints ſhall Re/# 
Upon the promiſes of God, which ſeem to be far off, 
this 15 part of their walking with God in an evil time : 
1 ſay, then to aQ faith in the promiſes, which ſeem 
to be far off , when you lee nothing bur corruption no- 
thing bud:rknels, yet eyenthen to look to the promiſes 
of life, and holineſs, and grace, which ſhall be given 
out, and (hall be fulfilled : when there 15 little or no 
knowledge o' God, then to cloſe with the promiſe, 
that che earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the ca, io the promiſe 
that God hath made to rovul away the reproach of his 
ſervants, when they meet with nothing but reproaches 
from men, then to look upon the promiſe, that he'll 
roul away their reproach, and cauſe their righteoul- 


neſs to break forth as the Sun at noon-day. That's 
another. Again, 


. Fifchly, When they ſhall Yindicate the Provi- 
dences of God, though hs ſo ſeemingly croſs unto 
promiſes,and ſo clear all diſpenſations of God, both to 
the righteous and the wicked , and though he ſuffer the 
righteous to be trodden under-foot, yer hey ſhall then 
vindicate God in his di ſpenſations, and ſay, That the 
Lord 13 good and righreous,, and juſt, and there's no 
1n:qui:y in him, there's a time a coming when he 
ſha!) clear up this truth, and they ſhall diſccrn between 
the right eous and the wicked ; there's a time a Coming 
when | it ſhall be ſaid, Yerly there is a reward for the 

righteom , there's arcward for the juſt of thie earth : 
they ſhall vindicate the Providences of God in the face 
of Ht, wicked, Behold the Lord cometh with ten thou- 
ſands of bis Saints to execnte Judgement upon all ; 
there's a day of reckoning coming when the wicked 
ſhall pay for all ; this he reſolves on; andthis is a ſe- 
cond part of that ſervice, viz. what It 15 t0 walk with 
od! in v1! times, - Bip es | þ Third- 


Servants ( 
evil times. 
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2. Thirdly, It's exceeding pleaſing to God that his 
thus ) ſhould walk and ſtick cloſe ro him in 
I ſhall look no further than that of the 


Prophet Malachi, Mal. 4. 16. which we before 
ſpake of, Then they that feared the Lord ſpake often 


one to another, and the Lord hearkened and heard, 


and then a Book of remembrance u ſet before them, 


for them that feared the Lord, and thought upon has 


Name, You may ſee the Lord is exceeding intent upon 
his ſervants that walk cloſe with him in evil times, he 
doth eye them, and his ear is towards them, he liſtens 
to every word they ſpeak, They that feared the Lord 


ſpake often one to another ; and it's ſaid there, .The 


Lord hearkened and heard: the Lord hear+ened : he 
did as if a man ſhould liſten to hear what his ſervants 
ſhould ſay one unto anther ; they had other liſtners 
it's like in that evil time, the wicked hearkened and 
liftned, that they might trap them; Ay, but God 
liſtens for another end, he hearkene?, and heard, and 
a book of remembrance was written beſore them. 
There's another particular, which doth declare how ac- 
ceptable it is ro God that they walk before him in evil 
times, a book of remembrance is ſet before them while 
they ſpeak, God writes and takes notice of what they 
ſay, A book-of remembrance, he writes a book of 
Chronicles that it may not be forgotten what they ſpake 
of God, and one to anoiher : +*n alluſion to the cuſtom 
of Princes, that they had iheir books, in which they 
writ what any man did for them, what good ſervice 
they had done tor the Statezas Afordecar's good ſervice 
was written in a Book, the King calls for the book in 
which the ſervices of doraccat were writ : ſo the Lord 
looks in his Book; a Beok of remembrance was writ- 
ren. But again, apa, 


Fur- 
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Further, A Book, was written for them that feared 
the Lord, and thought upon bis name ; nothing that 
they did for God, and ſpake of God, and thought of 
God, there's nothing ſhall be loſt: ir was an evil 
time; and it may be they durſt not ſpeak all their 
thoughts; Yet, all their good thoughts were taken no- 
rice of by the Lord, they were not let go, but ſet 
down in his book, even. their thoughts were written 
down ; God will write them that they ſhall not be for- 
gotten, Oh, I remember the kindneſs of thy youth, 
Fer. 2. 2. and the love of thy eſpou/al when thou 
followedſt me in the Wilderneſs: © :vilow God alone 
in a Wilderneſs, when chere's iirtle or no company, 
God takes this as a ſpecial reſp: & a:.d kindnels. 

But why does God take no::ice ©f his people in ſpe- 
cial, who walk moſt cloſe w'th him in evil times ? 

1. Firſt of all, I Anſwer briefly, Ir diſcovers thar 
the very Life of God and Cit is in that ſoul, God 
rejoices in the Imige of his Lite, which he beholds in 
his Children : it's an argumen: that the Fiſh hath life 
when it ſwimms againſt the ſtream ; the dead Fiſh, 
that's carried down the ſtream, 1t cannot make any re- 
ſiftance: Ii's an Argument the life of Chriſt 1s in 
that ſoul that is enabled ro walk with God in evil times, 
ro £0 againſt the ſtream of corrupion and looſenefs. 

2. Secondly, Again, As 1t 15 an Argument of Lefe, 
ſoir's an Argument of Srrexgth;that ſoul hath got much 
ſtrength from God, that walks thus with God in evil 
times : It requires much ſtrength to ſwimm againſt 
the ſtream, a great ſtream; there are times of great 
oppoſition ; the ſervants of God meet with much oppo- 
fition from Satan and the World, then, then to walk 
with God when allthe world almoſt goes contrary, ro 
bear up withGod then, doth diſcoverthe ſtrength of the 
ſoul which God is exceedingly delighted with. 
fs 3. Thirdly, 
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3. Thirdly, Again, To walk with God in evil times, 
is an Argument of S:ncerity : to do for God out of 
ſincerity ; 7ob was ſincere, and ftill retained his Inte- 
ority, notwithſtanding all the oppoſition that he mer 
with , it doth diſcover that the ſoul hath a better prin- 
ciple ; that ſoul that bears up with God in evil times , 
it hath a better principle than the men of the world , 
that he doth not walk by the Et xamples and Commands 
of men ; it's not multitudes of men , this carries on 
falſe hearts, which oft fall in evil times, and therefore 
when God (notwithſtanding general corruptions) car- 
ries on the hearts of Gods people to ſtick cloſe to him, 
it's an Argument of much fincerity,and fincerity ts that 
which God is exceedingly delighted in. 

And therefore 1 ſhail conclude with a word or two 
of -Applicaiton. 

1. Uſe. Firſt of al), Ic Jets us ſee bow contrary the 
wicked are to the righteous : It's not a good time will 
make the wicked man good , as 1t's not wicked 
time that will make the righteous man evil 3 it's neither 
the tire, place nor company that can change the na- 
ture of the wicked man : Saul retains his evil hearr 
when he is in the midſt of the Prophets ; though he be 
amongſt the Prophets, and Propheſie amongſt them, 
his heart is as evil as ever ; but on the contrary, Da- 
vid retains a ſweet enjoyment and breathings after 
God, when his ſoul was amongſt the Heathen in the 
Tents of Kedar; the wicked man will not learn r:igh- 
reouſneſs in a Land of uprightneſs, let favour be ſhown 
to him : though he bein a Land of uprightneſs, he will 
not learn righteouſneſs, on the contrary, a gracious 
heart will not learn perverſeneſs, though he be in a 
Land of wickedneſs : For why? there's the ſeed of 
God in them, the ſced of God fhall preſerve them ; 
and therefore, Oh what cauſe have wicked men to ſee 
- SE and 
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and b:wail their condition ! it's not time, place, nor 
company can make them better : In a Land of upright- 

nels they'l be evil, Oh that the Lord would cauſe 
them to bewail their ſinful natures, and ſo come unto 


T:\us Chriſt, that ſo he may make their c:ooked na- 


tures ſtratg')t, And Jet the Saints be thankful unto 
God, tor that principle of God that is in them, Oh 
what cauſe have you to rejoice init, and to be thankful 
for ir, that God hath put ſuch a ſeed of himſelf into 
you! that he hath made you Ppartakers of his own di- 
vine: nature, which al) the corrupiion that 1s in the 
world cannot alter ! All the ſalc water that 1s inthe Sea 


can't make the live Eiſh falt, ti it retains 1ts freſhneſs ; 


and all the wickedneſs that is in wicked men, can't make 
the gracious heart wicked, I fay, improve this ihat 
is of God in you, t.ke heed that you benot carried 
down with the ſtream of corrupt times 3; but know 
the worſe that the :1mes are, ſo much the better ſhould 
you ( that are the people of God ) be; yeu ate ſet up 
as Lights in the night, you are as the ſtars in the Firma- 
ment ( fo ſhall the righteous ſhine one day ) and you 
(as the ſtars) ſhould :} ine brighteſt in the darseſt night; 
God hath f:r you up for this very end, that ſo you may 
be as witncfſ.s inthe world, that you may bear up his 
name 1n the world, that you may witneſs 2gainft the 
general corruption of the times, in which you live + 
God doth thereiore ſet you up as Pillars of Braſs, on 
which he hath fer bis name, and his ſons name, and YOU 
are to bear it in the worid ;, he hath ſer you to bear up 
his name, and he hath ſet you to bear up the earth, if it 
were not for the few that did walk with Godin corrupt 
times, the earth would fall ; remeniber then that God 
hath ſet you up forihis very end; ; therefore don'c ſuffer 
the name of God to fall through your loofe walking 


with God, and through your givins way to the evil of 
ths 
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the times 3 1t's ſpecial ſervice God hath for you todo, 


you are ſet bere for this very end to bear up his name, 


it's the work, the ſervice in your Generation ; and 


therefore know that God calls for it at your bands, Oh 


know, he exp: Rs that you ſhould embrace the truth of 
the times that are moſt oppoſed, perſecuted and caſt 
our, that you ſhould praGtile the contrary graces unto 
the wickedneſs of the times, that you ſhould ſtrengthen 
and encourage one another inthe way and work of the 
Lord, that you ſhould reſt upon the Promiſes, that 
ſeem to bear up and clear the Providences of God, 


| againſt the blaſphemies of the wicked, this God expects 


from you in evil times ; and know, that if ycudont. 
walk cloſely with God it goes to his very heart, I ſay 
( you that are his people ) it grieves the very heart of 
God when yecu g0 aſtray from him , ſates Chriſt of the 
twelve Diſciplesin Joh, 6. 67, Will ye alſo go away 


from me ? Is ſaid, that there were many at that time 


that Iefe Chriſt ; well, he curns unto his Diſciples, and 
ſaies to thera, Will ye alſo go away from me ? But Pe- 
ter ſaid, To whom ſhould we go? Thou baſt the words 
of cternal life; What, will you? it you ſhould go 
away , that would bea greater grief than all the reſt , 
you that have walked with meſo long, what, will you 
turn aſide? It was the great commendation of 7 dah 
that i}.e was faithful with Ged, and he bids her ſo con- 
tinue; Oh let not «dah turn afide, in Ho. 4. 15: 
Though Iſratl play the Harlot, yet let not Tudah of- 
fend: Though they play the Harlot, yet you that are 
my people, that have fo long walked with me, aid 
that have kept in my truth, Oh, have you a care, thar 
you walk not with the multitude ro do evil, and that 
you be not exiravagant; it goes to the heart of God 
your Father, if you ſhould walk looſe and keep 1ll or- 
ders, this goes to the heart of God, 1's more than if 

twenty 
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wwenty ſtrangers ſhould do it, if you in the leaſt ſhould 
turn afide , this 1s a wound from a Child,and the wound 
of ſuch goes to the heart of the Father ; But on 
the contrary, know that the Lord is excecdingly de- 
lighted with your cloſe walking with him;you heard be- 
fore in X4al.3.16. bow God is delighted with the cloſe 
walking of the Saints, it's kindneſs that God will ne- 
ver forger, he will remember it to thelaſt; in Luk. 
22.28. ( to name no more) faies Chriſt, You 
are they that bave continued with me in my temptations , 
Behold, I appoint unto you a Kingdom : this was kind- 
ly taken : they did not only follow Chriſt, but they 
continued with him when under temptation, and when 
he was perſecuted, you that continued with me in my 
rempration and tribulation, 7 appoznr to you a King- 
dom, The Lord fates of you, that are followers of 
himinevil times, that bear up againſt the ſtream, Theſe 
are they that have continued with me faithful, and Ile 
not forget them, thou haſt kept to me inthe hour of 
my patience, and I le keep thee in the hour of temp- 
tation that is coming upon the World. 
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SER MON-IV. 


G E N. 5. 24. 


And Enoch walked with God, and he was avt, 
| for God took him. 


Have already diſpatcht three Points, which were 
needful to be conſidered, before we come to the 
main ; ; the laſt time, we conſidered what an evil 

EL time it wasthat Enoch lived i in, the earth being 
og -orrup:, as it appears ( by that Prophecie of Zuge ) 


"that the time of Znoch was an evil t1itie : but notwith- 


ſtanding ihe corruption of the time, Enoch walked 
with God, The Lord takes 1t exceeding kindly when 
his people walk cloſe with him in evil times. Bur L 
ſhall further Conſider what lies in the Text, Enoch 
walked with God, Hereis nothing takennotice of bur 
his walking with God ; he was an excellent Propher, 
as the Apoſtle Jade doth witneſs, Enoch the ſeventh 


from Adam Propbefied he was one thar did a great 


deal for God,he preached faithfully unto the men of his 
Generation ; bur there's nothing ſaid of him but this, 
He walkzd with God ; he lived ſo long and he walked 
with God, 


Obſer- 
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Obſervation. Obſerve then, That it's the higheſt 
excellency of a Creature to walk, with God : For 
this is the greateſt commendation that can be piven of 
2 man or woman, thatthey are ſuch as walk;with God 
in their Generation. Here I ſhall ſhew you, firſt, 
Whar it is to walk with God. And Secondly, That - 
this is the excellency of any man or woman. And 
Thirdly, Wherein this excellency Hes, which will 
make way for the Application. a 

Our firſt work is tro Conſider,What it i to walk with 
God ; the way of a Chriſtians walking with God, is 
either Internal or External, Internal 1s the way of 
his ſpirir, the way of his heart, which is hid frem the 
world ; External is the way of his Converſation, We 
ſtha!} now conſider the former only, 

What is this Internal way, the way of the ſpirit, 
the way of the heart in walking with God? 

Firſt of all, Fa'!th is the beginning of this way, I 
ſay, Faith in God and Chriſt, and the Promiſes is the 
beginning of ihis way, for the Apoſtle ſaies, We walk. 
by Faith, 2 Cor. 5.7. And the Apcſtle ro the He- 
brews tells us exprelly, That Erch walked with God 


by Faith, Heb. 11. 5, 6. It's ſaid, By Faith Enoch _- 


was tranſluted, and was not, yet before he was tran- 
flated be pleaſed Gid : where he holds forth to vs, that 
 Enuch lived and died in faith, and this was his firſt 
ftep, and this is the beginning of a Chriftians way in 
walking with God, he begins in Fai h: *Tis not pol- 
ſible that rwo ſhould walk together unleſs they be 
agreed, {o fſaies the Prophet Amos, Amos 3.3, Can 
two walk tepether except they be agreed ? 1r's not pol- 
ſible 111]. Faith cloſe wihChrift, there's no Agreement : 
1t's faith that makes our reconciliation, and makes over 
this agreement to the ſoul, and therefore no walking 
with God before tkis aorcement ; it's not poſſible for 

an 
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an Unbelieyer to walk with God, Faith is the beginning 
of this way, for the ſoul is filled with (laviſh fear, and. 
it dares not come to God, it dares not walk with him; 
It dares not come nigh him, till ſuch time as faith doth 
diſcover the grace, love and bowels of compaſſion chat 
are in the heart of God ; it runs away from God, the 
creature runs from God as Adam did, God walked in 
the Garden, and he called for Azam to walk with him, 
bur he durſt not, the guilc of his iranſgreſſion was up- 
oa him, and he hid himſelf among the Buſhes in the 
Garden ; Poor creatures | they run not only into the 
buſhes of the Garden, bur into the buſhes of the Wil- 
derneſs, they would hide themſelyes in the Thickets of 
their own righteouſneſs, in Bryars and Thorns, rather 
than come in and ſubmir to God apain : There's not 
only pride of heart, but there's enmicy, enmity againft | 
God, The fool hath ſaid in his heart, There «# no 
God , he wiſhes there were no God, that he might ſtill 
be without controu], and giveno account of his acti- 
ons, there's enmity in the heart, and this ſlaviſh feat 
and enmity remains til] ſuch time as God diſcovers it, 
and roots it out by faith, and faith diſcovers the tender 
bowels, love, and compaſſions that are in God to- 
wards it through Jeſus Chriſt, ſo that as the ſoul goes 
on in believing, ſo it goes on in walking with God : 
A Chriftians Exerciſe of faith is the ating of faith, 

and exerciſing of faith every day on the promiſes, is a 
 oreat part of his daily walking with God, for he that 
walks with God acts faich, in all conditions he runs to 
the Promiſe, when the guilt of fin revives, he runs to 
the Fountain ſet open for 7#dah and Fernſalem to waſh 
in, and he rouls upon the Promiſe, Lord, thou haſt 
promiſed to blot out my tranſgreſſions like a thick, Cloud 
and ſo when he wants holineſs, when corruption pre- 
. vails he runs to the promiſe, Lord, thou haft ſaid, ſ: 


ſhalt 
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ſhall not have Dominion over me ; thou haſt ſaid, 7 
Chriſt be in you, the boay us dead becauſe of ſin, dead 


to ſi, and fo 1n time of temptation he runs to the | 


Promiſe, Lord thou haſt'ſaid that ſuch of thy ſervants 
as walk in darkneſs, and ſee no light, ſhould iruſt in 
the name of the Lord, and ſtay upon their God ; and 
thou haſt ſaid, No temptation ſhall be a burden beyond 
their trength : And fo 1n all freights and afMliQtions, 
it runs tothe Promiſe, Lord thou haſt ſaid, That all 
things ſhall work rogetber for good to them who love 
and. fear thee. Ina word, This is to walk with God, 
when the ſoul ſhall reſt upon the Promiſe for all ſup- 
plies both for this life, and that which is to come ; when 
be ſhall truſt the Lord for proviſion in the way, and 
truſt him for an Inheritance inthe end of the way, he 
ſhall ſay, Lord, thou haft given me the Word of thy 
Srace, and Ile venture my ſoul upon it, though it be 
for eternity 1'le venture upon thy Word, if Iperith 1 
periſh ; if God can deceive me, I am willing to be de- 
_ ceived. Thus doth faith pur the ſoul into a capacity and 
poſture of walking with God, it puts the ſoul in a po- 
fture of walking hand in hand with God, asa man with 
his friend,it puts the ſoul into the beſt poſture of walk- 
ing with God, and that is, into a poflure of Teaning 
and ſtaying upon him as it walks with him, Tr's ſaid 
that the Spouſe, as ſhe came our of the Wilderneſs, 
She came leaning upon her Beloved ; The Lord knows, 
his poor ſervants are not able ro walk with him in the 
Wilderneſs, unleſs they lean upon him, and they can't 
ſet one ftep forward unleſs they lean upon him, and 
therefore he hath given them himſelf, his fon, and his 
ſons name, his Word, to ftay and lean uponin the 
Wilderneſs; and this is the beginning of all their 
walking with God, That's the firſt particular. 


Again, 
26 Its 


” EE TO ME; ECON —_—— 
res, LEOBI=CRS 45S 


| 

" 
fe 
b 
[- 
þ 
; 
< 
by 


Enoch's walk with God. 243 
/2, Secondly, To walk with God isto Bow the ſp:- 
ret wto God; this is another part of the Internal £8 
ing with God ; I ſay, when the ſpirit bows unto God, 
when the powers of the ſoul are oyer-powered by the 
Spiric of Chrift to ſubmit unto him, for the very 
powers of the ſoul are reigned up to Chriſt ; when 
the ſoul gives him the chief place in the heart, and de- 
ſires that God may be ſet up inthe yery excellencies of 
the ſpiric ; it can't be content unleſs God have that 
ſtrong hold, unleſs be gain the inward-moſt Tower 
and Caftle, the very heart and ſpirit which he deſires 
may bow to God 3 when it is not content to give him 
the ſervice of the outward man, but defires to ſerve 
bimin ſpirit alſo, and therefore does cry out of thoſe 
inward lufts that defile the foul, and do hinder it from 
ating towards God : though others, though tanders 
by look upon ſuch a ſoul, and ſee .that God bath done 
a great deal for it, yet he can't be ſatisfied fo long as 
there are any riſings in the inward man, any rebellious 
lufts inthe heart that do riſe up againſt God, it deſires 
that the Word of the Lord may bring down every 
Towery imagination, and that it might lead every 
thought into Captivity unto Jelus Chriſt : when the, 
ſoul makes it his work, thus to baw the ſpirit, the 1n- 
ward man unto Chriſt, to ſerve him in ſpirit, to give 
him the choice, the excellency of the affections, - and 
the higheſt place in the ſoul, and is never quiet till eve- 
ry baſe luſt be caſt out of that inward Caftle and 
Tower; this is another part of that Internal walking 
with God. 

3. Tnirdly, when the ſoul is carried out with ſtrong 
deſires after the enjoyment of the preſence of God 
when the ſoul delights inthe preſence of God, and is 
carried out with ſtrong deſires after further and fyrther 
injoyment of God, this is a part of the ſouls walking 
P 2 with 
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with him ; when it can'c take up in any thing ſhort of 


God ; Creatures and' Ordinances can't fatisfre, if it 


don't meet with God in them, and therefore it defires 


| fo uſe all creatures for that end that he may ſee God in 


them, and plorifie God for them, and be led unto God 
by them, that till be may come nearer uno God, 
whom to enjoy is his happineſs; and ſo for Ordi- 
riances, he uſes them all for that end that he may per 
nigher God, and enjoy more of the preſence of God, 
and therefore he will wait upon the diſpenſation of the 
Word, becauſe God hath promiſed to be there, and 


therefore he will walk with the Saints of God, becauſe 


Chriſt hath promiſed ro walk in the midſt of the golden 
Candlefticks, for there he expeRs to meet him, and 
defiresto enjoy much of God and Chriſt ; I fay, when 


the ſoul thus enjoies much of God, it's a great part of 


its walking with him ; and therefore when God ſtands 
at 2 diſtance and hides his face, it goes up and down la- 
mentingz Oh, this is the greateſt perplexity in the 
world, for God to turn away and hide his face, andto 
lead him into a poor dark condition, Oh, Lord turn 
again, faies he, let me fee thy face; though he 
chide him , better than notto ſee his face or hear his 
voice at all; and therefore its defires are vehement 
when God ſeems to exempt himſelf, Therefore David 
breaths after God, in P/al. 42.1, 2. As the Hart 
panteth after the water brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul 
after thee O God. My foul thirſteth for God, for 
the living God, when ſhall I come and appear before 
God? As the Hart breaths after the water brooks ; 
Oh, it is a mighty deſire that the poor, chaſed, bunted, 
bleeding Hart has after. the water brooks, and ſuch is 


 Davidsdefire after God, Oh when ſhall I come and ap- 


pear before God ? It's alſo expreſt in 1ſa. 26, 9. e My 
foul fought after God-in the night ſeaſon ( ies as 
Churc 
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Church there ) with my ſpirit within me will I ſeek, 
thee early, it's a . very Emphatical expreſſjon, with 
my ſpirit within .me will I ſeck thee early, Well, 


this is another part, a third ſtep of the ſouls walking 


with God. 

4. Fourtbly, Again, When the ſoul # filled with 
mighty deſires of being made likg unto God; his de- 
fires are continually extended this way, in being made 
like unto God; it looks upon it as his glory, as his 
bappineſs : It «the greateſt part of the glory of hea- 
ven to be made like unto God, and therefore_ the Apo 
ſtle cries out ſo much of the old man, and of the body 
of ſin and death, and deſires ſo much to be ſarisficd and 
filled with the likeneſs of God ; he looks upon Chriff 
for this end, and beholds the ol ory of God in Chrift, 
and he looks wiſtly, and would alwaies be looking up- 
on Chriſt, that ſo he mighr be changed from glory to 
glory, even by the Spirit of the Lord. His deſires 
are mightily carried out, in being made like unto Chrift, 
and he looks upon the promiſes for this end, that the 
may purge, {anRifie and cleanſe from all pollution both 
of fleſh and ſpirit ; the ſpirit of God ſhining in theth 
and chrough them, it might convey more of the divine 
nature co them : That's another part of his walking 
with God. Again, 

5+ Fifthly, When the ſoul is deſirous to embrace all 
the motions of the Spirit of Chriſt : 1 ſay, ut's de- 
firous to embrace all the motions of rhe Spirit-of 
Chrift, and to walk up to them, and to improve them. 
Oh that ſentence. 1s writ upon the ſout, He that bath 
an ear to hear, let him be ar what the Spirit ſpeaks ; 
and therefore the ſoul is attentive, and 1s intent upon 
God for this very end, That he may know the mind of 
God, and not loſe its opportunity, that it may hear 
when the Spirit calls, and ſaies, Come away : There's 

£3 | a great 
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« preat deal in this; this is that which conduces unto 
a Chriſtians peace exceeding much ; the knowing and 
improving ſuch opportunities of Chrifts ſpeaking in 
his heart, conduces to his peace and growth, and to his 
uſefulneſs and ſeryiceableneſs in thoſe ſeaſons and op- 
portunities ; when the'Spirit of Chrift ( as I may ſay 
with holy reverence ) whiſpers in the foul, when the 
Spiric of Chriſt ſajes, Here's an opportunity of doing 
g00d to theſoul, 'or to the body of a poor creature; 
Oh, how is then ththeart drawn out amain to lay our 
himſelf for God, his ftrength for God, and to lay 
forth his Eftate fot God?And he fates as Chriſt ſaid, Toe 
1 come : Here's an opportunity for ſervice; why, 
then, Loe I come to do thy Will, O God; theembracing, 
I ſay, and cheriſhing thoſe motions of the Spirit of 
God, which he is pleaſed to hint in the ſouls of his 
people, is another part of their walking with him, 
Again, 1 


'6, Sixthly, Tn the next ptace, That ſoul walks with 
God when 3t ſets it ſelf in the eye of God, when it 
eyes God continually, and ſers it ſelf in theeye of 
God, in the preſence of God, this is a main part of 
his walking with God ; when a man ſhall do all that he 
| Coth as in the preſence of God, every aRion, that 
though it concerns man and his outward calling, yet he 
deſires todoall as in the preſence of God: And therefore 
he doth not only look to a duty, but he looks tothe 
manner of the performance of every duty, becauſe the 
holy, pure and piercing eye of God is upon him ; he 
looks to the manner, how it's carried on and forth, 
what ſpirit is in it, becaufe he knows that the eye of 
God is piercing, it's a flame of fire, and he doth all as 
in the. preſence of God, and unto God, in his ſerving 
of man, he doth 1t 2s unto the Lord : be hath a bigher 
«nd than the men in the world, have, who _—_— 
other 
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other end than to gain riches and honour, or the like , 
but there's a further and higher end, that he'tmay lifc 
up the name of God, and ſerve God in'ſerving of man, 
that he may ſerve his Generation according ro the Will 
of God ; I ſay, when the ſoul is thus alwaies under the 
eye of God, and therefore is faithful whether, man 
ſee or no, though there is no eye to witneſs, no eye 
to over-look , yet it knows that it's in the preſence 
of God, for though he don't ſo ſee the tranſprefſion of 
his people as to caft them off, yer he may ſee that which 
may be matter of ſore diſpleaſure and grief, and 
therefore this is that which is as a bridle and x bit over 
all his waies, that it is in the preſence of God, 
Again, HR 
7. Seventhly, In the next place, The ſoul walks 
with God when he u« deſirous to embrace every truth 
that God ſhall impart ; when it opens to truth, this 
is another part of the ſouls internal walking with God : 
when it opens to truth, to every truth which the em- 
bracing and profeſling of may coft him dear, being op- 
poſed in the world, it matters not,if you be perſwaded 
its the truth of Chrift it's enough, 1t truſts God for 
the reſt, oh it's greedy afrer truth ; that ſoul that 
walks with God, oh how fearfvl is it, leſt it ſhould nor 
embrace truth > Oh how fearful is ir leſt it ſhould be 
left behind when God adyances his truth in the world ; 
and when truth is advanced , Oh, how fearful is it to 
be left behind > Though it would not et a ep, until 
God goes before, and it would not hear the voice of a 
ſtranger, yet it would not be ſhut up from the voice of 
Chrift, therefore it's fear 1s to' be left behind, and de- 
fires that God would take it along : when he diſcovers 
truths unto a Saint, even the truth of the age, and the 
truth of the Generation in which he lives ; that's ano- * 
ther part of the ſouls walking with God. Again, 
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8. In the Eighth place, The Soul walks with God 
when it can juſtifie the Word of God; juſtifie the 
Word of God, though the Word condemn him in 
his pra&ices, yet he will juſtifie the Word of God; 
though the Word be high, holy, and ſpiritual, and 
he ſees he 1s a poor creature and can't come up to it, 
yet he. won't deſpiſe nor hate the Word, but loves, 
juſtifies and bleſſes God for it; ſo the Apoſtle in Rom. 
7.12. Wherefore the | aw # holy, ſaies be, and the 


Commandment 1s boly, juſt and good, Again in the 
13 Verſe, Was then that which was good made death 
ro mee God forbid, But ſin that it might appear 
ſir , working aeath in me by that which us good L 
that ſm by the Commandment might become exceed- 
ing ſinful. And again in the 16 Verſe, If then 1 
do that which I would mot, 1 conſent unto the | aw 
that it zs good, Though I do thethings that 1 would 
not, yet, fates he,. I loye the Law and delight in it in 
the inward man , this.is a main part of- the ſpirits and 
ſouls walking with God, when it can thus juſtifie and 
\ clear the Word , ard though the Word of the Lord 
croſs him, yet it gets to the Word of the Lord, and 
though he can't come upto it, yet it bleſſes the Word, 
that's holy and good, though I be carnal, though 


þ: ſold under fin, it juſtifies the Word, - - 
 9.. Again, In the Ninth place, 'He will Ju- 
ſiific Go1 , that's another part of his walking , 
he will juſtifie God, and clear God in all his pro- 
ceedings, though God go againſt his comforts, and 
{mice chem as he did Job, yer ſtill he'll walk and 
go along with God, and clear and juftifie God ; 7- 
all this Job ſinned not, nor charged God fooliſhly, 
the Lord gives, and the | ord takes, and bleſſed be 
bis name, Still he will juſtifie God, though he can't 
(ce arealon of Gods proceedings, yet fill he will ju- 


_ ſtifie 
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ſifieGod ; though he do him wrong, yet God is ho- 
ly, righteous, and merciful, and this is ano- 
ther part of the ſouls internal walking with God. 
Again, FE dit | 

10, In the Tenth and Ilaft place, to name no more, 
The ſoul then walks with God, When «t i taken np 
with higher things than the things of this World. 
It defires to look up to higher things than the things 
of the world, and greater things than the world is - 
able to preſent, and therefore would not have the world 
for its portion at no rate, he can't take up there, no, 
he hath higher things to fix his heart upon : the world- 
lings ſpend their time and mediations upon their Sil- 
yer and Gold, upon their Houſes and Land, but a 
gracious heart will not ſpend many of his thoughts 
upon theſe, it will not ſpend the beft of his thoughts 
upon theſe, but faies to his ſoul as Solomon's Mother 
ſaid to him, Prov. 31. 2. Oh my ſon give not thy 
ſtrength to women, &c, and ſo faies he, Oh my ſoul 
Sive not thy ſtrength ro the things of this world, give 
not the ſtrength of thy heart and affe&ions, to theſe 


' Poor low things, thou haft better things to ſpend thy 


ſtrength upon, there's God and Chriſt, there's a 
Kingdom, there's the Pearl of great price, there's an 
Inheritance, there's an Eternity, there's an everlaſting 
enjoyment of God, theſe things art thou to be raken up 
with ; theſe things doth he detire to ſpend the beſt of 
his ftrength and thoughts upon. You ſee my Brethren 
1n part, what it is to walk with God, this is the inter- 
nal way, the way of the ſpirit, the way of rhe heart in 
walking with God ; this the Lord will have laid before 
you as your duty, and alchough you ſee youcome 
infinitely ſhort of it / as all Chriſtians may ſee how they 
come ſhort of ir ) yer the Lordwill have this truth 
fifcavered, and this way laid before ys,though we come 


 in- 
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infinitely ſhort, and turn afide in our walkings with 
God, yet be juſtifying of him, and vindicating of his 
Word, and ſay,” Blefled be thy name and the word of 
thy grace which thou haſt made known unto us, 'and 
fee that ye walk humbly wherein you come ſhort, 
and get out of your ſelves more unto Chriſt, that he 


_ may give you ſtrength to walk with him. $0 much 
for this time. 
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SERMON V. 


> — 
LD —— 


G EN. 5, 24. 


Ana Exoch walked with God, aud he Wy net, 
for God took him, 


"WW Have handled divers Propoſitions, we are now 
come to the main, 1r's the preateſ# commendati- 
on that can be given to a man or woman, that 
they are ſuch as walk, with God in their Ge- 
neration : \t is the excellency of the creature upon 
earth to walk with God. 1 ſhall come tothe Second 
Part, | 
And that is, the Chriſtians External walking with 
God. To ſhew what is this external walking with 


God; It is either in its general or particular calling. 
Or he walks with God, 


Firft, In thoſe things that do more nearly concern 
God himſelf. And Secondly, He walks with Godin 
the waies of Iis Caling and Employment in the World. 
And Thirdly, He walks with God in the ſeveral Re- 
lations that God hath placed him in, To ſpeak 
to, the firſt of theſe; And a Chriſtian then walks 
with God, _ | 


7. Firfi 
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1, Firſt of all, When he walks by rule; this is the 
firſt ep of his acceptable walking with God, I ſay, 
when he walks by rule : he knows that his heart is 
ready to go alide, todecline from truth and righteouſ- 
nefs, and therefore he continually looks back for a rule 
to walk by, Icft he turn- afide ; he knows that he is a 
erexture, and his dependance is on God, and that the 
creature muſt walk by rule that the Creator gives forth, 
he ;nows that whatſoever 1s without rule, is an abomi- 
nation unto the Lord, though it may ſcem never ſo 
good, never ſo ſp:cious to the eye, yet if there be nor 
a rule for it, 1t's an abomination unto the Lord, and 
God faies, Who hath required this at your hand, as in 
Hef. 8. 14. For Iſrae: hath forgotten his maker, and 
builded Temples, and Fudah- hith multiplied fenced 
Cittes, but 1 will ſend a Fire upon his Cities, and 
it ſhall devour the places thereof : One would have 
thought this had been no forgetting of God, to build 
Temples unto God, and yer fee how the ſpirit of God 
doth Incerpcet ir, Iſrael hath bnilt Temples, and there- 
fore bath forgotten his maker ; they did it in remem- 
brance of God, but God bid him not do tt, and there- 
fore he had no rule, no command from God ; nay, 
God commands that rhere ſhould be but one Temple , 
and for them ro multiply Temples for their own devo- 
'xion, this was beſides Gods rule, and therefore God 
did not approve of it, Now he that walks with God 
walks by rule, and he that walks by rule hath this on- 
ly rule as that which is revealed in his Word, as the 
Sun when it ſhines upon the Dial, 1t direRts a rule for 
you to walk by. There are corrupt rules , 1n times paſt 
ye walked according to the common courſe of the 
world , they walked by rule, but it was a wicked rule, 
t92r of Gods making; they walked according to the 
commoyn courſe of the world; ſome men walk by bay 

Ku 
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Example of others , they make that their rule, the 
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example of the multitude, great men, and ſuch as are 
counted wiſe, learned, judicious and prudent men, and 
the like, but this is a walking according to the courſe 
of the world; {ome make their own wills and lufts 
their rule, whatſoever ſeems good 1n their own eyes , 
a rule to walk by : but he that walks with God, walks 
by no other rule than the rule of the Word, and there- 
fore he ſtands in the way and enquires ; he enquires for 
the way, as God commanded the Prcphet Feremiab , 
Fer, 6. 16. ſaying, Stand ye in the waies and ſee, 
and aih, for the old Paths, where us the good way, 
and walk therein, and ye ſball find reſt for your 
ſouls : he bids them ſtand in the way, and enquire for 
the good old way, and he enquired at the mowh of 
God.So did David : in all his Enterpriſes he takes God 
along with him, in 2 Sam. 1. 1. Shall I go up and 
fight againſt this people ? Shall I go up? he enquires 
of the Lord, bis recourſe is to God continually ; Shall 
I goup or not ? Lord ſhall I take ſuch a courſe ? Shall 
I rake upon me ſuch an Imployment ? Shall I enter into 
ſuch a relation? What 1s the mind of God? ſhall I 
g0 ? or ſhallI not go up? And when the Will of God 
is cleared upto him, he reſts ſatisfied, he cares for no 
more ; he knows it's good to take God along with him, 
he would not go without God, nor take any thing in 
hand without God, and therefore he continually looks 
up to him for grace : That's the firſt part, or firſt Rep, 
he walks by rule. Again, 
2, Secondly, No oppoſition, no dithiculty in his 
way, no fad event can turn him aſide from doing his 
duty ; this is another part-of the Character of him that 
walks with God;I ſay,when his doty 1s revealed to him, 
and made known by. the Word, there's no difhiculty, 
no diſcouragement can turn him aſide, or cauſp him to 


de- 
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defit from that which is his duty ; though he meet 
with diſcouragements from within and from without , 
even his own bowels riſe up againſt him, the corrup- 
tions that are within him do oppoſe the work of the 
Lord inthe performance of his duty ; his unbelieving 
heart tells him, he had as good defift and give over, 
he ſhall never prevail nor do good on't, *nor be a profi- 
cientin the way of God ; notwithſtanding his diſcou- 
ragements, he looks upon the ſtrength of Chriſt and 
goes on. . Sometimes the Devil ſets upon him, temptati- 
on doth back corruption, and. he' meets :with many 
a ſtorm to blow him back again from following after 
God : but he looks to the promiſe and goes on, The 
God of Peace ſhall tread down Satan ſhortly ; he looks 
to Je{us who was tempted, and 1s ableto ſuccour thoſe 
that are tempted, and therefore ftill he goes on. Some- 
times he meets with diſcouragements from the world, 
there are reproaches caſt in the way, ſlanders caſt in 
the way, Perſecutions many times lie in the way ; 
Ay, bur ſtill he goes on, and remembers that the Lord 
Jeſus himſelf went through this way, and remembers 
that all that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt walk 
through this way, believes that there is a time when 
God will roul away all che reproaches of his ſervants, 
and therefore notwithſtanding all oppoſition, goes on, 
not looking to the event, ſuch aduty may coft him his 
liberty and life, but he looks whether it be his duty, 
and conſid:rs not the event, he willcruft God for it : 
So did the three Children in Dan. 3. when the King 
threaiens to caſt them into the Fiery Furnace , the 
15, 16, 17 Verſes, ſay they, Oh King we are not Care- 
ful to anſwer thee in this matter, our God whom we 
ſerve u able to deliver us; however we will not wor- 
ſhip thine !mage : he looks, I ſay, ro hi duty, that 
walks wich Ged, and truſts him for the eycnrt , nay, 

—_— . though 
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though friends be againſt him, which is very ſad, ſome- 
times by their perſwaſions, ſometimes by their frowns 
and threatnings, it's a great temptation z Ay, but til] 
he goes on : So did Paul in Affs 21. 13. you ſhall fee 
there when 4hey would have diſſwaded bim from his 
duty, becauſe of danger that was in his way ; Why, 
( fates he there ) why, what do you mean to weep, and 
to break my heart? 1 am ready not onlyto be bound, 
but alſo to die at Jeruſalem, for the name of the 
Lord Feſus : What do you mean, to weep and break 
my heart ? there's no fad event can diſcourage me from 
that which is revealed to me to be my duty; nay, God 
himſelf when he ſeems to break him,and to turn againſt 
him, to ſmire him in bis body and eſtate and Chil- 
dren, though the hand of the Lord ſeems to be gone 
out againſt him, yet he will not deſiſt from walking 
with God. Pſal. 44. 17. ſee what they ſay there, Al 
this 15 come upon us, yet have not we forſaken thee, 
nor dealt falſely in thy Covenant , and therefore he 
follows God in the Wilderneſs, when he 1s left deſti- 
tute of all creature comforts; ſo did 7ſrael in Fer. 
2. 2. I remember the kindneſs of thy youth, when 
thou aidſt follow me in the Wilderneſs, in a Land 
that was not ſown ; David was ſtill carried after God, 
though he wasin a Land where no water is, My ſoul 
breaths after thee, O Lord, in a ary andthirſty Land 
where no water is ,, when God and the creature ſtand 
in competition, he falls on Gods fide, and when he 
and the creature muſt part, he chooſes to follow God, 


| though he follows him naked, though naked of all out- 


ward comforts, yea, and God ſhall not bavetheleſs of 


, him though he takes away all his comforts + he ſhall 


not have the leſs love, nor the leſs ſervice, nor ihe leſs 
praiſe, though God ftrips him 1:1ked of all, rhis ſhall 
be no diſcouragement ; and thus it was with Job, Fob 1. 
the 
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thelatter end, when all was taken from him he bleſſes 
the name' of the Lord, The Lord gave, and the Lord 


hath taken away, and bleſſed be the name of the Lord ; 
5n all this Fob ſinned not, This is another part of his 


walking with God, there is no oppoſition, no diſcou- + 


ragement that he meets withal, can turn him back to de- 
cline his duty. Apain, ry | 
3. Thirdly, He that walks with God labours to do 
ſome ſingular thing for God, his defire is to hold forth 
much of him, much of God in his converſation, ro 
do ſome ſingular thing for God ; he knows that he 
hath ſet him in the world for this end, To bear up the 
name and honour of God in the world ; that God hath 
poured his Spirit upon him for this end, that ſoin the 
light of God he might ſhine, and ſhine gloriouſly in a 
dark world, and therefore hedefires co do ſomething 
ſingular for God, becauſe he hath done lingular things 
for him ; as thus, his deſires, his endeavours are to pro- 
mote the cauſe of God in the world,to help forward the 
ſervice of his Generation, to be inftrumenaal to the 
Lord ( if the Lord pleaſe to employ him ) for the help- 
ing forward of the great work in his Generation, 
wherein God hath caft him; he is willing alſo to lay 
down himſelf and his comforts, at the foot-ſtool of 
God, this is a ſingular thing, I ſay, to give up all to 


God whatſoever he hath ; he is willing chat the Lord 


| ſhould take him, his comforts, his gifts, his riches, 
and whatſoever he hath, and improve it for his own 
honour, that if the Lord ſhould ſay it's mine, if God 


ſhould call for it, if it ſhall be ſaid the Lord has need of 


it, he reſigns it, he 1s preſently willing to let it go, 
though ic be a comfort never ſo dear to him, he counts 
it an honour if God will take him and his, and whatſo- 
ever he is and hath, that God may improve him and 
his, for bis honour ; he defires to lie low before him, 

Even 
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eyen in the duſt. Yea, to follow Goſpel Precepts is 
aridther thing which is required, as to love-enemies, 
this alſo he deſires to do , theſe are ſingular things, to 
pray for thei that perſecute, to requiteevil with good, 
to forgive wrongs and injuries, though thy brother 
offend ſeventy times ſeven in aday, yet if he cones 
and ſaies, it repents me that I have done thee wrong ; 
theſe are Goſpel Precepts that are hard to fleſh and 
blood, but he that walks with God, deſires to follow 
him even in this command alſo ; That's the third part 
of this charaRer of him that walks with God, 

4. Fourthly, Hedefires to yield obedience unto eyes 


| ry Commandment, I fay, he detires to yield obedi- 


ence to every Commandment of the Lord, there's no 
jot, no tittle of the Word of the Lord but is precious 
ro him, and therefore he bath no reſervation'to him- 
ſcIf : he doth not ſay, Vie doany other but this, I'le 
obey any Commandment but ſuch a Precept ; I can'c 
walk in ſuch a way with God, though it be cleared up 
to bea duty : bur hethar walks with God, yields Unt- 
verſal obedience, he will not indent with God, no re- 
ſervation to hitnſelf, no exemption from any Word or 
Law of God, he ſaies not as Nahawman, God be merci-, 
{ſul to me in this ,, no, he deſires to yield univerſal obe- 
dierice, though he ſees he comes ſhort of his deſires, 
and his obedience is ſcant, ſo that he dares not rely up- 
on his obedience, he dares not truſt to his obedience, 
to be juſtified by it, yet it is his defire to come off in 
allrhings, and he hath no reſervation to himſelf, ro ſay, 
if Iembrace ſuch airuth, and walk in fucha way with 
God, ir won't ſtand with my credit, I ſhall loſe my 
ffiends, my nathe, my eſteem in the world, my cu- 
ſtom or trade, and the like ; I ſay; he that walks witlt 
God hath no ſuch reſervation; That's a- fourth. 
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5. Fiſthly, He that walk with God will hold faſt 
his profeſſion, though all the world forſake him, though 


he be left alone, or though there be a very few that 


walk with him : ſodid Eljab, Lord, they have killed 
thy Prophets,faid he, and 1 am left alone, and they ſeek 
wy life, and yer Elijah did not forſake che truth, nor 
ler go his profeſſion, for he knows that there's a Pro- 
miſe that God will be with him; God hath pro- 
miſed to be with him, and the preſence of God is in- 
ſtead of all creatures, and he ſhall have no cauſe to 
complain .that he is alone fo long as the Lordis with 
him ; he alſo conſiders that there's a time when mulci- 
tudes ſhall be given in ro Chriſt, and therefore he is not 
diſcouraged, though there be but few for the preſent, 
he looks to the promiſe, and there he ſees much cheer- 
fulneſs, there is a promiſe that rhey ſhall flow as Doves 
zo the window: ; it's ſaid that & 3tele one ſhall become a 
thouſand, and a ſmall one ſhall become a great Nation ; 
the Lord hath ſaid there ſhall be thouſands where there 
1s but one, and a little flock ſhall become a multitude : 
the Lord hath ſpoken it, and he will haſten it in his 


time; and therefore though for the preſent he ſees but 


few that walk wich him whilſt he walks with God, yet 
he is nor diſcouraged. But again in the 

6. Sixth place, He that walks with God 1s gracious 
and conſcientious in his duty in private as well as pub- 
lick; this is another part of his charaQeer, I ſay, he 
is kept in his duty in private as well as in pub- 
lick 3 he dare not be remiſs, though no eye lee him, 


though there's none in the world to take notice of it, 


he knows he is in the eye of the Lord, and what he 


doth is unto theLord,and therefore he doth it even with - 
all his might. There are ſome in the world that make a, 


fair ſhew before men,and inthe mean time they care not 

what they arc in ſecret : zealous before the world, Feb 
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like, Come and ſee my zeal, but cold and remiſs in 
ſecret : and ſowill give fair words before men, good 
words whe there are witneſſes, but when they are in 
ſecret and in private, in their Families, and the like, 
they care not what rage they go in, and how they play 
the Tyrants, But now he that walks with God 1s as 
careful of his duty in private 'as in publick : If 
it be his duty to give Alms, he'll give as much where 
there is no witneſs to take notice, as if there were a 
thouſand eyes before him, as betore God and his own 
ſoul ; he dare not be remiſs there, if remiſſneſs ſteal in 
upon him, it is his burden, and he 1s never ſatisfied till 
his ſoul be brought into ſuch a frame, to be as conſci- 
entious of that duty which he owes to Godin ſecret 
and private, as of thoſe duties which the world takes 
notice of. 

7. Bur again, Seventhly, He that walks with God 
is careful to uſe all means by which he may ger nigher 
God, and to ſhun all occaſions of fin which ſer the 
ſoul ar a diſtance from God ; I ſay, it defires to uſe all 
means that are of Gods appointment for gerting nigher 
unto God ; he will wait upon God in every Ordinance, 
and Adminiftration of the Word, and ſeals, in reading 
and prayer, in communion and fellowſhip, he willingly 
neglets no duty, they are the Inſtitutions of Jeſus 
Chriſt, he looks upon them all as ſo many Conduit 
Pipes by which the Lord conveys himſelf unto his 
people : they are golden pipes through which the 
Lord pours abundance of golden oyl into the ſouls of 
thoſe that watt for him , he looks upon the Promiſe 
that is annexed to them, that God has promiſed t9 be 
there and to make them bleſſings to his people, ke there- 
fore will wait upon God in them, though it. may be for 
the preſent he don's find thoſe In-comes of grace and 
firength which his ſoul longs atter, though it may be 
Q 2 he 
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he can't ( ſometimes) reliſh the Ordinance and taſte 
ſweetneſs in it, yer ſtill he looks upon it as the Inftitu- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, and dares nor turn his back on it ; 
he'll rather accuſe himſelf, his own deadneſs, and un- 
believing heart, and ftraitneſs, he will not accuſe 
Chriſt and the Ordinance of emptineſs, for he knows 
Chrift hath bleſſed it, and his people have found (weet- 
neſs in it, it's the way in which Chrift hath promiſed 
to walk, and therefore he will go and lie jn the way, 


he'll go and climb upon the Sycamore Tree, as Za- | 


chew did, he'll climb up on every ordinance, if at any 
rime he may ſeethe face of God, if he may ſeeChriſt 
paſling by,for his ſatisfaRtion he uſes all means and Or- 
dinancesthat are of Chriſts Inſtitution, which may be 
helps to him in his way toChriſt,and ſhuns all occaſions 
to lin,all provocations unto luſt. he dare not meddle with 
ſin, no not with the leaſt fin; he knows that fin is a 
moſt woful deceiver,if he have but the leaſt countenance 
he ſoon winds himſelf into the ſoul, and it's bard to 


wind him out when he hath got himſelf in; he knows . 


that there's a woful corrupt heart within, and that its 
natural diſpoſition is like to dry Tinder, and is ready 
to receive every ſpark of remptation that the Devil 1s 
hke to ſtrike in, and if a ſpark fallsin, how ſoon it 
3riſes to a flame, and how hard it is to quenchir , and 
therefore how doth he riſe againſt fin,and the occaſions 
of fin! he is afraid of thoſe things which other men 
count niceties and punGilio's, 2nd the like, or they may 
90 under the colour of lawfulncſs, Ay, but he is fear- 
tul of it, he knows that the Jeaſt ſin coſt blocd, the 
blood of the Son of God, and the guilt of the leaft 
rranſgreſſion can'c be waſh'd away without the blood of 
the Son of God, # will coft blood to waſh away the 
leaft ſin as wel] as the greateſt, and therefore he dare 
aot be bold to meddle with the leaft fin, but he Ivo 
SINE _ the 
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the very occaſions and provocations unto fin : That's 
the ſeventh, 

8. Eighthly, He approves of, and deſires to walk 
in the ſtricteſt way :; This is another part of his Cha- 
racer , be that walks with God approves of and de- 
fires to walk in theſtriteſt way; he knows it's a grear 
journey, and he had necd take the ſtraighteſt line, he is 
willing to engage himſelf in the ſtrifeſt way , if any 
way hold forth more of Gcd and Chriſt, if any way 
be more oppoſire to fleſh and blood, if any way be a 
further ingagement to him to keep cloſe ro God, and 
bind up his hearc that ir may not ſo ſtart aſide, he is 
willing to walk with God even in' that way, there he 
knows thatthat's the rule, Be ye perfett as your hea- 
venly Father i perfeit ; perfeRion is in his eye, and 
therefore he knows he. can never be be too ſtrict, too 
holy, walk too cloſe with God, get too nigh God, nor 
do too much for God : ' this he laies down as a princie 
ple. Some meaſure of holineſs, and of ftritneſs many, 
of the world will approve of, but to be ſo tric isto 
be too 1mprudent, in their account , but I ſay, he thar 
walks with God, knows that his engagements are ſuch 
as he can never do too much for God, when he hath 
done his utmoſt, if he could do ten thouſand times 
more, he might ſay he is an unprofitable ſeryan : 
That's the Eighth, Bur again, 

9. Ninthly, He that walks with God will uſe no 
unlawful means to deliver himſelf : this is another part 
of his CharaRer ; he-uſes no unlawful means to free 
bimſelf,” though bis liberty be at ſtake, thovgh bis life 


| beat ſtake, he will not deliver himſelf by any unlaw- 


ful courſe : thus it was with Paul, Paul might have de- 
livered himſelf if he would have taken an unlawful 
courſe: in As 24. it's ſaid there, that Feſtias did ex- 
pect to have received money from him, in the latter end 
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of the Chapter, and if he would haye given a Bribe, 
he might have been delivered , but he would not uſe 
ſuch _ unlawful means for his deliverance, to open a 
door for ſuch an eſcape, he would not-give a Bribe to 
the corrupt Judge, I ſay, he would rather wait upon 
' God for the- opening a door that he may eſcape : in 
every eſtate and low condition he remembers, he that 
believes makes not too. much haſt, he remembers it's 
go0d nat to make too much haſt, he won't break Pri- 
ſon till God fer him free, till God ſhall open a door 
for his eſcape, out of any afflicted or tempted conditi- 
on that he 1s brought into; That's the Ninth. 

IO, Io the tenth and laſt place, It is his deſire to 
Sain time, to redeem time from the world, and from 
his employments in the world, that he may. converſe 
more with God, and with his own heart ; I ſay, #1s 
his great deſire, his care to redeem time-!from the 
world, that he may converſe with God, and converſe 
with his own heart, and therefore he is a good hul- 
band with time, he husbands his time well, that the 
oreat things of God may not be ſhut om; he knows 
that they are of grear concernment, ihe things of 
God, and the things of the world to come are of 
$prexteſt concernment , he 1s haſtening to. Eternity, 

ere's no ſtay here, here he is upon the bridge and 

going over to another world, to Eternity, and there- 
fore it concerns him aboye all to look after the things 
of that Eternity, he 1s alwaies beſt when he is with 
God, he hath found ſweetneſs with God, he knows 
what it Is to enjoy communion with God, and becauſe 
he hath been with Chriſt upon the Mount, therefore be 
delires to go often thither, ſets the world aparr, that ſo 
he may converſe with God, that he may behold the face 
of Jeſus Chriſt : he knows how deceitful his own heart 
1s, that he had need ſearch continually, make a dili- 
gent 
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gent ſearch 3 Oh, there's a depth of iniquity, a depth 
of deceit that can hardly be found out : Oh, ir will 
harbour ſome luſt or other, if diligent ſearch be not 
made, it's to comply with an enemy, and to. harbour 
ſuch an enemy that will ſeek the very deftruRion of the 
ſoul : I fay,theſe things he hath known in part through 
Srace of the great concernments and- things--of-the 
world to come, and the ſweetneſs, preciouſnels of that 
communion which the ſoul hath with Jeſus Chriſt, and 
rherefore it is his daily care to husband his rime as well 
as he may, that he may gaintimefrom the world, and 
from the ſecular employments thereof - and this is the 
laſt CharaRer that I ſhall name of him that walks with 
God ; And ſo much ſhall ſerve for this time, 
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And aech walked with God, and he was at, 
for God took him. 


Have given you part of the Character of one 
that walks with God. Now 1 ſhall ſhew you 
what he is in his calling, in his ordinary employ- 
ment that God hath ſer him in, for he walks 
with God in his calling, as well as in thoſe duties 
that do more immediately concern God. 
1, And firſt of all, He looks upon his Calling that 
God hath ſer him in as an Ordinance of God ; 1 fay, 
he looks upon it as an Ordinance of God, and there- 
fore he ſubmits unto it, and endeavours to be faithful 
in it : He knows ir's [aid upon all men, in Ger. 3. 19. 
In the ſweat of thy brows thou ſhalt eat thy bread z 
there are ſome bad drones that fortifie themſclves 
againſt this Scripture, and ſay, this is only the Curſe, 
In the ſweat of thy brows thou ſhalt eat thy bread : 
but now the Curſe is taken away by Chriſt for his 
people, and therefore they ought ro work no longer ; 
as the Lilies in the Field, they neither ſow nor reap, 
but yet are cloathed: but now he that walks with God 
looks Upon that Scripture not only as a Curſe, bur as 
a Com- 


\ 


Enoch's walk with God. 265 


A Commandment , In the ſweat of thy brows thoy 
ſhalt eat thy bread it's the Commandment of God, 
and the Commandment holds though the Curſe be 
taken away : Man was enjoyned to labour in the flare 
of Innocency, when there was no Curſe , God made 
bly, and it's ſaid, he pur him into the Garden to dreſs 

: yea the very Angels, Heb. 1.14. Are. they not 
on miniſtring ſpirits ſent forth for the good of his 
Saints They all work, they have all their employ- 
ment, there's not one Angel in Heaven that is idle ; 
God himfelf is a pure Ator, he is an aRive Spirit, 
he 1s alwaies working, ſo faies our Saviour, My Fa- 
ther worketh hitherto, and I work :* though he ceaſed 
from the works of Creation, yet God hath been work- 
ing ever fince, he worketh hitherto every day, and I 
work : So that he that walks with God looks upon his 


— Calling as an Ordinance of God, and ſees the wiſdom 


and goodneſs of God in it, in appointing ſuch a way 
for man, there's abundance of wiſdom in it , by this 
means wicked men are kept from being deſperately 
wicked , if there were no work, no employment for 
them, there would be a tudying of wickedneſs, a 
plotting and contriving of wickedneſs, fin would be- 
come out of meaſure finful, it would break from all 
banks and bounds, the whole earth would commit vio- 
lence ; nay, it's good for Gods own people, whilft 
they are in the world, to have employment, for by this 
means they are kept from many a ſnare, and many a 
temptation they are freed from : an idle man tempts the 
Devil;the Devil tempts man,and an idle man tempts the 


Devil unto thoſe wofut ſnares which others -(being em- 


ployed ) are freed from; a man that walks with God 
looks upon his Calling God hath ler him in, as an Or- 

finance of God, Bur then again, 
2. Secondly, He deſires to do all the works of his 
Calling 


266 Enoch's walk with God. 
Calling as unto God ; that's another part of his walk- 
ing with God in his Calling; he defires to do all the 
works of his Calling as unto the Lord ; he knows that 
he hath to do with God, yea even then when heis 
ſerving of man, that he hath not only to do with God 
in the things of his worſhip, not only when he comes 
before God in Ordinances, and in duties, when he reads 
and when he prays, and when he hears; moſt men 
confeſs then they have to do with God; but he that walks 
with God knows he hath todo with God, when he is in 
. his Calling, and therefore he takes that Counſel which is 
oven him by the. Apoftle, in 1,Cor, 7. 31. And they 
that uſe this world as not abuſing it, for the faſhion 
_ of the world paſſes away: Heuſes the world as if he 
uſed it not, becauſe he knows he hath to do with God 
'1n the things of the world, Now. he hath to do for 
God, and doth al] for the Lord, HR 
Firſt, As he ſees there's a truſt committed to him 
from God, and this is an engagement to faithfulneſs , 
his Catiing 1sa Talent, it's one of the Talents that God 
hath given him, and therefore it's a truſt that lies upon 
him, and therefore this is an engagement to faithfulneſs 3 
yea, and he looks upon himſelf as one that is to be ac- 
countable to God how he hath carried himſelf, not 
only in the waies of Gods worſhip, but how he hath 
carried himſelf in his Calling, with what faithfulneſs 
he hath performed the works of it ; thus he eyes God 
in it, and hedoth it as unto the Lord, as he makes God 
the great end of allthat he doth; thus he performs the 
work of his Calling,as init he makes God the great and 
laftend. It's true, there are other ſubordinate ends 
which he looks at, and he may, even when he is indu- 
ftrious in his Calling, as to gain a comfortable ſub- 
fiſtance for himſelf and his family, and that he may 
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end is for the glory of God,that God may ſerve himſelf 
of him, that God may improve him,and that he may be 
an Inftrument of much good in his place and Generati- 
on ; and truly where men don't propound- this, and 
make God the great end, there muſt needs be woful 
miſcarriages in all that they take in hand ; when men 
know no other end but to gain the world and heap up 
riches, and to build their Nefts on high, and the like, 
when this is the only end that they propound in the 
work of their Calling, it's the way to all injuſtice, vio- 
lence, fraud and deceit, and forgetfulneſs of God, and 
a whole flood of iniquity comes in : but hethat walks 
with God, his aim is that God may have glory, 'and 
that he may be the great and laft end; and therefore 
though he doth not gain much in the obtaining of' thoſe 


ſubordinate ends, yet he 1s faithful in his Calling, he w_ 


goes on in obedience to Gods commind, and to be faith- 
ful to. his Generation, That's a ſecond particular, he 
that walks with God in his Calling, doth all as unto the 
Lord, he-is the laſt end he looks ar. 
- 3. But again, Thirdly, He deſires to be holy and 
ſpiritually minded whilſt he 1s in bis outward employ- 
ment; that's another part of his walking with God; 
he deſires to be holy in the midſt of the world, and 
therefore it is that he takes that Counſel that the Apo- 
ftle gives in 1 Cor, 7, 31. To uſe the world a4 not 
abuſing it, becauſe the time 1s ſhort, and the faſhion 
of the world paſſeth away ; he bewails nothing more 
than a carnal heart whilſt he 1s 1n the world, it's death 
ro him, it's worſe than death : To be ſpiritually minded 
2s life and peace, but to be carnally minded is death . 
therefore he looks upon that Scripture with joy, thar 
doth/propheſie of holineſs, abundance of holineſs that 
| ſhall be given out in that day, in Zach. 14. 20. In that 
day there ſhall be holineſs unto the Lord upon the Bells 


of 


268 Enoch's walk with God, 


of Horſes : he looks upon that Scripture, and his heart 
doth cloſe with it as a gracious promiſe, he prays for 
rhe accomplil.ment of it, his heart leaps within him 
ro think that there is a time coming when there ſhall be 
holineſs to the Lord in the couverſations of all -his 
people in their employments : that though their bands 
be put to the things of the world, yer their hearts 
ſhall be up, their hearts ſhall be breathing after God, 
the heart ſhall be converſing with Chriſt , he knows 
that his Calling was mad: for bim, and not he for his 
Calling, it was made to be ſubſcrvient to his beft 
good, to be a ſervant to him, not to be his Maſter, 
and therefore ftill he defiresto keep his heart free for 
God; he knows that if he make a God of the world, 
the world will make a ſlave of him, and therefore he 
defires to walk as one that Chriſt hath made free, and 
fill his heart is breathing and thirſting after God, 
whilſt he is in the midſt of worldly Employments. 
Thar's a Third. 

4. Again, Fourthly, He that walks with God in his 
Cailing, 1s careful to ſantifie all by the Word and 
Prayer, fo fates the Apoſtle in 1 Tim, 4. 5» All things 
are ſanttified by the Word of God and Prayer : he 
knows that there's a Curſe upon the whole Creation, 
fin baih brought a curſe upon every creature, there's a 
curſe upon every way of man, there's a curſe and a 
ſnare in every Calling, in every Employment that man 
| fets his hand unto, and therefore it is his defire that all 
may be ſanctified unto bim ; he knows that the creature 
is not comfortable, no condition comfortable, unleſs 
God be kept cloſe to the creature, and therefore he 
looks up continually to God for his bleſſing, thar all 
may be ſan&ified to him; he knows thar the earth can 
bring forth nothing but Bryars and Thorns, it's the 
curſe of the world, and (o1t's the curſe of every con- 

ditton, 
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dicion, that though he plough and ſow, and though he 
labour with never iq much induſtry, his Calling brings 
forth nothing but Bryars and Thorns, he meets with 
' nothing but vanity and vexation, croſſes and moleſta- 
tions, and chat which is worſt of all, he 1s notableto 
| bear them, therefore he deſires that all may be ſanCti- 
ficd unto him by Word and Prayer , he knows that it's 
not the induſtry of man that makes rich, it's not the 
bleſſing of the hand unleſs the Word of God goes along 
with it : in all his waies to take God along, that ſo he 
may have the blefiing of the Lord upon the works and 
labours of his hand, That's a fourth, Agpain, 

5. Fifthly, He is careful that the world and his out© 
ward employments don't juſtle out the things of God : 
This is another part of his walking with God in his 
Calling; he knows the things of God are of greateſt 
concernment : bis Calling and the things of this world 
re but for a time, for this moment, whilſt he is tra- 
velling over the bridge to Eternity, and therefore he 
knows he ſhall wrong his own ſoul, if the cares of the 
world, and the things of the world, and over-cager 
purſuir after the world, ſhould hinder himin his pyr- 
ſuit after God and Chriſt : He looks upon that as good 
counſel which Chriſt gives in Matth. 5. ſaies hethere, 
Seek, the Kingdom of Goa and the righteouſneſs there= 
of in the firſt place , and all things ſhall be added : 
Let the things of God have the preheminence, he gives 
them the precedency in his heart and affeRtions, in his 
practice and purſuit, ſtill the Kingdom of God and the 
righteouſneſs of it is ſought in the firſt place : there- 
fore he defires to ſet up God above the world, and faies, 
Lord, fit thou here, fir thou here in the higheſt place, 
fit thou in my heart, in the excellency of my ſpirit, ler 
the things of God have the precedency , and as 
for the world, Thou world fit thou at my Os 
A Je 
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he ſaies to the world as Abraham ſaid to his Servants, 
in Ger, 22.5. when he went to ſacrifice his ſon 1ſaac, 


he ſaies to the young men, Stand you here, and I and 


the Lad will go up to the Mount and worſhip : and thus 
ſaies the heart to the world, World ſtand thou here, 

Calling, Employment, ſtand thou here till I go up 
' yonder and worſhip, till I go and converſe with God, 
and behold the face of Chriſt, tay thou here jn the 
Valley till I go up to the Mount and worſhip : for he 
gives the things of God and Chrift the precedency , 
becauſe he knows they abide for ever, the Word of 
the Lord that abides for ever, and ſo the love of God 
and Chriſt abide for ever, and communion with 
God and Chriſt endures for ever, the Image of Chrift 
upon his ſoul endures for ever, he therefore gives theſe 
the precedency in his affcQtions, and in his purſvit 3 
therefore it is, that he is not willing to graſp too much 
of the world, he is fearful to graſptoo much of the 
world, to have more of the world than he knows how 
to manage with the performance of his duty to God, 
he is fearful, 1 ſay, that che world ſhould juſtle out his 
betters, and therefore will not graſp roo much of the 
world, and 1s careful ſo to order the things of the 
world, as that he may gain time to ſeek after the great 
things of God and Chriſt, That's a Fifch particular. 
Apain, 

6. Sixthly, He that walks with God in his Calling 
lives by taith : he lives by faith whilſt he works in his 
Calling ;, he doth not only live by faith for the things 
of heaven, he doth not only exerciſe faith, for the bleſ- 
ſings of the world ro come, but he lives by faith in his 
Calling, and therefore he goes on cheartully, he knows 


his perſon and his works are accepted, whatſover 


his work is though never ſo mean it's accepted, and all 
his labours, and faithfulneſs in his Calling are ICOPLES 
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he exerciſes his faith for the covering of his infirmities, 
he knows that he is ſubjeR to diſhonour God continual- 
ly, there's much weakneſs doth eſcape from him whilſt 
he is in the world, and therefore he exerciſes his faith 
for the covering of thoſe infirmities ; be lives by faith 
for the prote&ion of God in his Calling, thus he lives 
by faith : he knows there's a promiſe, and he lives upon 
it, He ſball give bus Angels charge over thee, to keep 
thee in all thy waies, that thou all not thy foot againſt 
a ftone : In all thy wales, in every good and lawful 
way in thy Calling there is a promiſe of protection, 
and he lives by faith upon this promiſe : And there is a 
promiſe of bleſling alſo, Blefſed art thou coming in, 
and bleſſed art thou going out, and he exerciſes faith in 
that promiſe alſo. That's another part of his walking 
with God, Bur again, 

7. Seyenthly, He is careful ro avoid thoſe ſtumbling 
blocks and ſnares thar might endanger him in his 
walking with God; that's another part of his walk- 
ing with God : It's commendable for men to be indu- 


- ftrious in their Calling, bur how many ſtumbling-blocks 


on the right-hand and on the lefr, that men daſh 
againſt, and ſo loſe al} their induftry and diligence by 
daſhing againſt thoſe ſtumbling blocks ! One ſtumbles 
at ſelf-end, ſelf-ſceking, he propounds himſelf only, 


and his own good, and therefore he loſes all; others 


meet with other ſnares and fall into them, deceit, co- 
Zenage and falſhood ; fome are over-eager in their 
purſuit after the world ; and others ſtumble at the ſtone 
of Slothfulneſs and Idleneſs; 11's hard to walk in a mid- 
dle way ; but he that walks wich God knows that 
there's a ſnare in every condition, and therefore he is 
watchful againſt thoſe ſnares : Every Calling, every 


Employment hath ſome ſpecial ſnarss and ftumbling- 


blocks; men that are employed about high things, 
great 
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Sreat matters; they meet with one kind of ſnare, men 


1n-low conditions meet with another kind of ſnare, 
every high condition, and every low cendition hath 


irs ſnares, and therefore he is careful-to obſerve what 
eſtate, and what the calling and conditionin that eſtate 
that he is in doth moſt expoſe him unto, and he 1s 
careful in watching againſt thoſe ſnares therein. 

_ 8. *tighihly, Again, In the laft place, He 'abides 
with God in his Calling , that's another part of thoſe 
that walk with God, he abides with God in his Cal- 
ling : the Apoſtle gives that counſel 1n 1 Cor. 7, abour 


| the 15, or 16 Verles, That every one ſhould abide in 


the Calling that God hath ſet them in : and this coun- 
{cl he labours co walkup unto, he 1s content in the 
place God hath ſer bim, or ſubmits unto it with con- 
rentation, and therefore he abides in the way that God 
hath ſer him in. The Apoſtle doth nor mean, that ir 1s 
not lawful for a man'to change his Calling, tor certain- 
ly that may be done upon occaſion; the Merchant may 
turn Husbandman, or the Husbandman may turn Mer- 
chant, if he ſees occaſton for it : but God would have 
his people to abide in their Callings, not raſhly to 
change them, bur to ſee God in them, and ſubmit there- 
unto with content, Thus you ſee what that man 15 thar 
walks with God , if you follow him in his ordinary 
works and employments, you ſhall find him ſuch inthe 
waies of his Calling, and therefore oh that you would 
look upto the Lord to make this truth practical ro you; 
Truly theſe are high leſſons, but they are ſuch as every 
Sracious heart is breathing after, and following hard 
unto, and bewails wherein it comes ſhort; I ſay, this 
is or ſhould be found in every gracious heart, thetefore 
look unto God that he may make you ſuch whilft you 
walk in your Callings. Oh it were a bleſſed time Bre- 
zhren 1f all your hearts were brought up to'this, thus 
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to walk with God ( as you bave heard) in. your Cal- 
lings,we ſhould foon fee the new heavens that is ſpoken 


' of, God hath promiſed ro create new heavens and new 


earth, if mens hearts were once ſer to walk thus with 
Godin his waies, and in their employments, we ſhould 
ſoon fee new carth,men muſt be new, new hears, new 
converfations, firſt new men and then a new world, 
took up to the Lord to make you thus faichful in your 
Callings . i'sihe main thing that God looks after,faith- 
tolneſs, walking with him whilſt weare performing the 
works of our Calling it's not ſo much the Calling thac 


_ Godregards,but your faithfulneſs in-it let theCalling be 


what ir will:ifa man have aCalling never ſo honourable, 
yet if he benot fairhful in ir, he 1s no way plealing to 
God. and on the other fide,if a man have aCalling never 
ſo mean, and never ſo low, yctif he be faithful in irgit's 
well pleaſing ro God : ob it's thac which will ſtick by 
you, yea, ir's that which will follow you when you 
trave the world : yout Callings can'c follow you, they 
muſt teave you, they muſt be lefc bchind below, bur 
thy faithfulneſs, that faithfulneſs chat hath been exer- 
ciſed in thy employmentr,and in thy work, that willnever 
leave thy ſoul, that will follow iteven unto heaven : 
and now you that fear the Lord, though others be un- 
faithful, yer you are engaged to faithfulneſs, you are * 
ingaged to walk with God in the works of your Cal- 
ling, for you have the promiſe of proteRtion, you have 
the promiſe of bleſſing, rhis is ingagement to you, you 


 haveapromiſe that the Lord will be with you, that his 


Angels ſhall be with yop, that they ſhall keep you con=- 
tinually when you are in your way, .and inthe works of 
your Calling, and therefore this is an engagement unto 
you, and you have the promiſe of bleſli.g: che Lord 
if he bleſs you in your way, what an engagement is 
this unto you to be faithful / he will not only be with 

mmemnmdl you 
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you when you are in thoſe duties that do more nearly 
concern his worſhip, but he hath promiſed to be with 
you by his proteCtion, and by his bleſſing even whilft 
you are in the works of your Calling, and therefore 
walk up to God there in your Calling; it's a Talent 
left to you byGod,and it doth engage an ingenious man 
to be faichful, therein you are betruſted, and herein an 
inſtrument to do good to ſouls and bodies, and there- 
fore you are engaged herein as it is your duty ; there- 
fore be faithful in all ; Oh what encouragement is here, 
for Chriſtians to conſider this, whatfoever their Cal- 
ling is,though never ſo mean, they are acceptedin it, the 
Lord accepts it, while they ſtudy faithfulneſs to carry 
it faithfully in a mans Calling, in the meaneft work that 
eyer they took in hand they are accepted, as if their 
work were the moſt honourable work in the world, 
and therefore if you have acceptance, not only when 
you come before God inhis worſhip, but when you are 
1n your own wales, in your Callings and Employments 


your perſon and works are accepted, nt's a great en- | 


gagement unto you to be found faithful in the works of 
your Calting. And ſo much for this time. 
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And Enoch walked with God and he was noty 


Have: given you part of the CharaRer-of /ons 
that walked with God, and ſhewed-you what he 
1s 1n- thoſe; duties that do (more immediately con- 

A. cern God himſelf: I ſhewed you ( the laſt time 

I ſpake'): what his carriage is in his Calling, in his or: 

dinary- employment { he' looks upon his Calling as art 

Ordinance of God; God who is an a@ive Spirit can's 

endure that any of his creatures ſhould be idle ; the 

very Angels have cheir employment, there's never an 

Angel in heaven idle; Are they not all miniſtiin ſpis 

rits, ſaies the”Apoſtle in Heb. 1, they are all: minis 

ſtring ſpirits, ſent forth for the good of them that 
ſhalt be ſaved :' And' therefore om of this Confſidera- 
tion he ſubmirs:umto the way -of- his Calling; 'and des 
fires to be: faichful in it ; he alſo defires to ds alfthat he 
doth to the. Lord even the ver y\works of his calling he 
doth them-to:the Lord:; 'he looks wpon icas a troft froifi 

God, -and by that, ttuſt/hels engaped'ro faithfulneſs 5 

and hedeftres to make God his liRt-end ; there's # tur- 

I R 43 thef 
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ther end, befides the gain of riches andlivingin the 
world, there's a further end which he eyes, which is 
more honourable, more noble, and that is to ſerve 
God in his Generation, that he may be an inſtrumenr 
inthe hand of God to do ſome good in his Generation, 
thatGod may have the glory of it, this isthe laſt end, 
and ſo he doth all as to the Lord : he defires alſo to be 
holy and ſpiritual in the midſt of his Calling, though 
his hand be to the earth, he defires that his heart may 
be upright, he groans under the burden of a carnal 
heart, it's worſe than death to bim to be carnally mind- 
ed : he rejoices in the promiſe of holinefs, and in that 
Prophecic in Zachariab, Inthat day holineſs ſhall be 
written to the Lord upon the Bells of Horſes ,, there's 
2 promiſe that Gods people ſhall be holy when they are 
inthe world, in the midſt of their Callings and Em- 
ployments, holineſs ſhall be written. co the-Lord upon 
them , he rejoices to, think that that time is a coming, 
he prays and waits to fee the accompliſhment of it in 
his own ſpirit : he defires to ſanQifie all by the Word 
and Prayer ; he knows it's the bleſſing of the Lord, and 
Rot his own endeayours-that can make him proſperous - 
in his Calling ; he defires alſo that the things of the 
world don'c ſhut out the things of God z that's ano- 
ther part of his walking with God. Oh how fearful 
is heto graſp too much of the world, how fearful is he 
that the things of the world ſhould deprive him of 
thoſe opportunities of waiting upon God, of communi- 
on with the Lord, and with his qwn ſpiric! He doth 
not live upon his own endeavours, but helives by faith, 
whilſt he works with his hand , he exerciſes faithin 
the promiſe for proteQion, bleſſing and acceptance. 
He defires alſo to ſhun-al} thoſe ſnares and temptations 
that are in the way: of his Calling ; as every Calling 
bath its ſpecial ſnare and temptation, he detires there 
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to be moſt watchful where there is moſt likelihood h© 
ſhould ſlip and fall, and be ſnared and broken ; he pray 
and watches againſt the remprations that are in his way» 
and is willing to abide with God in his Calling, I 
ſhall now. come to (hew you what this perſon is in his 
Relations : One that walks with Gcd you fhall find 
ative, gracious, carry. it gracioully in his Relations : 
And I ſhall only ſpeak now of Family Relations, and 
there's ſome need we ſhould ſpeak of that : It ſeems to 
be hinted in the Text, That Eroch was faithful with 
God in his Family; and this was mentioned, Thar 


_ Enoch walked with God after he begat Merhuſalens 


three hundred years, and begat ſons and daughters ; 
and as he begat them ſo he brought them up ro God, 
and was found faithful in his family Relations. There 
are three ſorts, there's that of Husband and Wife, 
Parent and Child, and Servant and Mafter : I ſhall 
not ſpeak largely of all theſe, it would be too large a 
Subje&. TI ſhall only now give you ſome hints what 
that gracious perſon is that walks with God as Enoch 
did, and how he carries it in thoſe ſeveral Rela- 
1071S, 

To begin with the Relation of the Wife and Huſ- 
band ; hath God ſet ſuch a perſon in the Relation of a 
Wife ; you ſhall behold her gracious carriage, 

Firft of all, She looks upon her Husband as her 
head, and ſubmits unto him as one that is ſet overher 
in the Lord , ſhe knows that there isa priority and a 
dignity that God hath put upon ber husband : the man 
was firſt, and then the woman, and therefore ſhe ſub- 


- its unto him in all lawful rhings, though in ſome 


reſpeRs he may ſeem to be inferiour to her, zhough ſhe 
brought more wealth, though her birth be more ho- 
nourable , though her parts be more ripe, yet ſhe ſub- 
Mits uto him, as one that God hath ſer over her , nay, 

_ Sg chough 
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- th ough he may ſeem unworthy to rule, -and: unworth 
- of the dignity, yet ſhe ſubmits for che, Lords ſake, 
becauſe it is the Ordinance and Command of God. 
There are divers things in this ſubmiſlion.which are 
{er in a gracious woman that walks with God; As, 
. Firſt, She thinks and ſpeaks honaqurably of her 

Haba Ind ſpeaks honourably unto him ; you know 
what was Mary's carriage to Foſepb, though ſhe might 
ſeem to- be above him, the fſaics, Thy Father and 1 
| bave ſonght thee : She doth not ſay, My Father and 1, 
but Thy Father and 1 bave ſought thee ; and ſo the 
Apoſtle Perer ſpeaks graciouſly ot ſuch oracious W0- 
men thar ſpeak hanourably to their Husbands, in 
' 1 Pet, 3.6. be doth exhort women to imitate Sarah, 
| Sarab obeyed ber huband, and called him Lord. 

— Again, As ſhe ſpeaks honourably to him, and of 
' him, fo, ſhe labours to pleaſe him in all lawful things, 
to conform her ſelf as much as may be umo her huſ- 
| bands diſpoſition, to win him with her love and graci- 
- ous carriage 3 ſhe allo receiyes his counſels, and is 
willing to ſabmit ro his reproofs in all things lawful, 
becauſe ſhe looks upon him as one that the Lord hath 
ſer over, ber-to be head Again, 

2, Secondly, She looks upon her. \cIf as onethar 
the Lord hath given unto her, th: ſhe might be a meet 
. kelp unto him , this 1s another part of the gracious 
. carriage in a woman 3 ſhe.-Jooks upon her. ſelf. as one 
that js given ro be a meet help unco her husband, and 
"therefore ſhe deſires to do him good all his: daies : : fo 
 faies Solowon when he ſpeaks of this yeriuous woman, 
.1n Prov. v3 ON 12. Sye wil ao him good and not evil all 
-tbe daies of bi life ; ſhe endeavours to help him, and 
"todo him. good in his ſoy], body and eſtate, ſhe'll do 
' bim goodin every condition, in affliction, in low con- 
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kand of the Lord be ſtretched our: againſt his eſtate, 
and bring him low, ſhe ſubmits unto it, and will not up- 
braid but comfort him, and be content to take part with 
him in his afl Rion-and low condition, and all this ſhe 
doth as unto the Lord, becauſeof the Ordinance of the 
Lord'; and thus you fee how ſuch a perſon as walks 
with God carries tin the Relation of a wits Well, 
if God ſet ſuch a perſon in the relation of a Husband, 
you ſhall find him alſo walking with God in that relati- 
on : he loves his wife dearly, and he loves her eſpeci- 
ally for that of God he ſees in her ; though he dare not. 
love the creature immediately, nor rejoice nor delight 
in rhecreature, becauſe he knows that's Idolatry, yer 
he loves that which he ſees of God in her, and under 
God, he loves her next ro God with the deareſt love : 
That, that is che moſt near relation, 1t's nearer than 
the Relation of Father and Mother, Sons and Daugh- 
« ters; this is not only a natural but ſupernatural relati- 
on, it isa Myftical relation, and there's a great deal of 
God in making two to become one, and therefore, I 
ſay, of that love which is due to, and which he may 
Sive unto the creature, he gives unto her the greateſt 
ſhare, as being the neareſt relation: and becauſe 


at af : Ui vie 
Be he loves her, you ſhall ſce how he carries himſclf to- 
us wards her, 1 
* I. Firft, He loves her ſoul in thefirſt place, and 


i therefore it is that he moſtly defires to do her good in 

| her ſpirit ; therefore- it is chat he inſtructs and prays 
with her, and for her, that ſo the Lord tay do her 

f: good in the inward man : his deareft love is toward 

4 her beſt part, and therefore he rejoices moſt in that 

* when-he ifees the work of God upon her heart: when 
they can live together. as heirs, co-beirs of the grace 

_ bf life, as 'the :Apoftle: ſpeaks, that is it that he cakes 
the moſt contentment in, Again, | 
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'2. Secondly, Alfo becauſe he loves her, he won't 
te birter co her,he will remember that rule in Col, 3.19. 
Hwubanas love your Wives and be net bitter againſ 
rhem : he will not be bitter in word nor ation; he conli- 
ders her weakneſs, looks upon her as the weaker veſſel, 
and therefore he will not break her , if he muſt chide 
and fight, it ſhall-be with himſelf, and with thoſe lufts 
that are within him and war againſt his ſoul, and not 
with that relation that the Lord hath given to be ſuch 
2 Wife and ſuch a comfort unto him in this his Pil- 
grimage, - 

3. Apain, Becauſe he loves her, he will defend her ; 
this is another part of his gracious carriage ; he will 
be a veil for a coveringto her : ſo Abimelech told Sa- 
rah, Lo, thy hucband # 4 covering to thee where ever 
thou gaeſt : he will right her cauſe againſt all wrongs 
and injuries ina lawful way, fo far as he is able, 

4. Again, He covers her weakneſſes , that's ano- 
ther part of his carriage , he remembers that rule that 
!ts Biven unto husbands, Habands love your Wives, 
in Epbe/. 5. 25+, as Chriſt loved bis Church; Why, 
Chriſt covered the infirmities of the Church x 
though there be a great deal amiſs, yer he puts his 
ratment upon her ; when ever he preſents his people 
unto his Father, he preſents them as if there were na 
ſpot in them, as if they were holy and perfeR, Thoy 
art all fair my love, fates he, and there 1s no ſpot in 
thee » Why, fo this man that walks with God won'e 
blaze abroad the infirmities of his Wife, but is willing 
to cover them, for he knows what the Lord Jeſus hath 
covered in refpeR io him. Tz 

5. Apain, Fifthly , Becauſe he loves her he will 
maintain her, that ſhe may want no conveniences ac- 
cording to his rank, and the condirion that God hath 


{rhimin; he won't keep her ſhort of mms 
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but provide bath for: her neceſſity and dignity z he 
won't ſpend all her portion, and then turn her out of 
doors to provide for her ſelf ; he won't keep her ſhort, 
that ſhe ſhall have no opportunity to do good, but he 
gives her allowance to ſhare with him, and to take 
comfort rogether of that which God hath given him. 

6. Again, Sixthly and laftly, He will maintain her 
honour in the Family, and therefore he commands 
that ſhe be reſpe&ed : hc will not ſuffer ſervants nor 
children to uſurp authority over her, but commands 
that reyerence be ſhewed, and ſubmiſſion givento her 
over all the Family ; he looks upon her as onethat God 
hath ſer ( nexthimſelf ) co be the next light of the Fa- 
mily, and therefore deſires that ſhe might ſhare and 
be reſpeRed ; he knows that God hath given her to be 
a help, and ( ſo under him) to look to the waies of 
her Family, Children and Maidens, and therefore in 
this he doth countenance her, leſt the Family be diſor- 
fdered,and God be diſhonoured in it, this he doth as un- 
tothe Lord and for his ſake (thoughthere may be un- 
worthineſs on her part) becauſe it's the Ordinance and 
appointment of God ; Thus you fee what is the work 
of the firſt Relation of Husband and Wife. 

2. But Secondly, The ſecond Relation in the Fami- 
ly is of Children and Parents ; Now if a gracious 
heart,. as one that walks with God, be ſuch in either 
of thele relations, you ſhall fee his gracious car- 
riage 

” Firſt to ſpeak in relation to Children : 1f God 
hath ſer kim as a Child, he deſires to obey his Parents 
1n all things in the Lord ; he defires to give willing ſub- 
miſfion and obedience unto them, ay, andthar from 
the very heart, he obeys them as Chriſt obeyed his Fa- 
ther, in Pſal, 40. 7, B, Lo, I come to do thy Will, I 
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292  Enoclis walk with God. 
and this is 'the carriage of a gracious Child;” one that 
walks with God, | ko. his Patents, he obeys | chem from 
the heart, 
*l Secondly, He alſo ſubmits unto all their InftruQi- 
5,. he embraces the wholſom counſel of his Parents, 
He oil not deſpiſe the counſel of his Father, nor Py 
part from the Law of his Mother, but he wears then 
4. an Ornament of Grace to hs head, and 4s, a Chain, 
as Solomon ſpeaks. 
© 3. He alſo doth ſubmit unto all their reproofs and 
chaſtenings, becauſe he looks'upan themas the reproofs 
and chaſtenings of a Father, and ſo proceed from love, 


and they are for his good. He alſo 


4+ In the fourth place, Is content that they ſhould 
diſpoſe of him, for Calling, for. Employment : : he is 
willing that, they ſhould diſpoſe'of him in'Marriage, 
he. knows that they have a great ſhare of him, and 
therefore he will, not diſpoſe of himſelf wirhour their 
SR. He alſo in 
-  $-. The Fifth and laſt place, Looks upon himſelf as 
EAN bound, even all his dates, ro love and honour, 
and to reſpeR his Parents ; - though God hath given him 
2 Family of his own, and though be be ſet free from 
their Government, yet he looks upon himſelf all hjs 
daies bound to honour and reſpe&t them, and to majn- 
tain them, if the hand of the Lord be upon them to 
ſhorten their comforts, and if his be lengthened out, 
he-looks upon himſelf | as bound to relieve their wants, 
and. to be 2 _corhfort and flay unto them in their old 
APe : this is the carriage of one. thar walks with God, 
jf he be found in the relation of a Child, _ Bur for the 
relation of a Father. "7 

' If. be ftand in the relation i a Parent,  you'ſhall 
alſo ſee his gracious carriage; © EY 


I. Firſt 


irſt 
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-.. 7, Firſt of-al}, He looks upon his Children as given 


him of God, to be:brovght up for God 3 he knows that 
they are but only ſent ont to Nurſe ( as it were) to 
him ; God hath given him ſuch and ſuch Children to 
train up in bis fear, and theretore it 1s his great defire 
to fee:the-iwage of. Gud upon them, he 1s more-de- 
firous that they ſhould be made rich in grace than in 
gold, therefore be prays for them, counſels them, in- 


ſtruts them, gives them good exarpples, and all that 


ſo the knowledge 'of God and Jeſus ' Chriſt may be 


communicated unto them; if the Lord have pleaſed 


(at any time) to work upon the hearts of his Chil- 


dren, Oh how thankful is he vnto the Lord for it! 


And he rejoices a thouſand times more, even 1n this, 
that he knows that they are the Lords, than that they 
are his. . NE 

2. Secondly, Again, He will. not bear with that 
which is evil in them, though they be never ſo nigh to 
him, though they be of his fleſh, yer he will not bear 
with that whichis a diſhonour co God : he will not ſuf- 
fer that in a Child which he abbors in another, which 
-he will reprove, nay (it may be} puniſh, in a ſervant : 
but he is 1mpartial in the matters of God, when Gods 
honour is concerned in ir, he won'c connive at any wick- 
edneſs inthem, | Kg #001 

3. Thirdly, And: on the other fide, He is careful 
not to provoke them. to wrath ; for that's another ex- 
treme; he remembers that that is a Precepr, Fathers, 
provoke not- your Children to wrath, but bring them 
-up in the fear and nurture of the Lord; he defires 
rather,if it be poſſible,to rule them by love than by fear, 
he knows that (laviſh fear is the ſeed of a prear deal of 
evil, and many times it deſtroies Ingenuity it ſelf, he 
won't provoke them - by cutting words, as Saul did 
bis ſon Fozarhan, in the firſt of Samnel, you (hall fee 
: what 
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what cutting words he gave to 7oxathan, x goodand 
| gracious ſon, x Sam. 20.30. Then Sauls anger was 
kindled againſt Jonatban, and be ſaid unto him, Thou 
ſon of the perverſe rebellious woman, &Cc. 

4- Fourthly, He will notdeny them conveniencies , 
and that education that is fit for them, but he is careful 
to diſpoſe of them in the way. of a lawful Calling, be 
ſets them in a goud way that they may be ſerviceableto 
the Lord and their Generation, according tothe Will 
of the Lord, when be is dead and gone. ; 

$5. Fifthly, He won't fall upon them with viol 
betore he knows the matter and examines the cauſe, 
left he ſhould ſmite them without cauſe ; he will not 
caft them off for eyery offence, but he ſeeks the Lord 
for them, and waits long for their return : he prays 
and prays again that the Lord would bring them home 
unto himſelf , and if at any time the Lord gives repen- 
rance, he looks upon it as a great mercy, and his heart 
is drawn forth4n thankfulneſs ; and this is the carriage 
of one that walks with God in the relation of a Pa- 
rent, | 
| There is a third relation in which I ſhall be more 

ſhore, and thatis, That of Servant and Maſter. Now 
if God ſet a gracious ſoul in this relation, ye fhall ſee 
his carriage. 

1, Firſt of all, If he be a Servant, he is content 
with his condition, he remembers that the Lord Jeſus 
himſelf was found inthe form of a Servant, and there- 
fore well may he, a poor worm, ſubmit unto that con- 
dition if the Lord ſet him init, he remembers he is ac- 
cepted of God in that condition ; it is not the work and 
employmentthat God looks at, but the faithfulneſs, the 
faichful carriage of the heart and ſpirit, and the work, 
though itbe never ſo mean, and never ſuch drudgery,if 
done to the Lord in fait fulneſs, God accepts of it ; _ 
Ka thys 


ment that God hath ſer him in, he doth it in all faith- 
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thus he is Chrifts freeborn of the freewoman,free inthe 


inward man, and doth more willingly and contentedl 
ſubmit himſelf unto the condition of a Servant, if the 


' Lord be pleaſed to placehim in it. 


2. Secondly, Again, As he is a Servant, heyields 
all due honour, reſpe& and obedience unto his Maſter, 
or to ſuch as God hath ſer over him ; he yields phedi- 
ence in all things in the Lord : He is alſo careful of 
the good name and eftate of his Maſter, whatſoever he 
is inftruted in, or truſted with, as Joſeph. and Jacob 
were; he is careful of all the eſtate that his Maſter 
puts into his hand, hewill not!arong his Maſter in his 
eftate, but he labours by all lawful means ta increaſe 
the eftare of his Maſter, though he knows he oughe 
not to fin and deceive for bis Maſter, but 1n all lawful 
waies he will labour to preſerve and. increaſe the 
eſtate of his Maſter , nay, this he doth in all faithful- 
neſs, whatſoever his hand finds co do in the Imploy- 


fulneſs, whether the eye of his Maſter be upon hia 
orno, he knows the eye of the Lord is upon him; he 
won't only work when his Maſter looks on bim, byt 
when there is no eye upon him, when his Maſter is gone 
into a far Country; he doth all tothe Lord with all 
fingleneſs of heart, and therefore he is faitbfulin the 
doing of that work and imployment which is put into 
his hand. | 

3. Thirdly, Again, He ſubmits unto all reproofs and 
correQions of his Mafter ; he won't Anſwer, mur- 
mur, repine, nor turn again when he is ſmitren, but 
ſubmits unto his Mafter : he looks upon him as one that 
God hath fer over him in the Lord , yea, thovghhe 
meet with much hardſhip, he is not willing to deiame 
his Maſter, nor that it ſhould be known, but 3f he be 
uſed moſt cruelly, in ſuch cruelty as he muſt comple, 
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he will complainin an orderly way;as to the Magiſtrate 
With 'all meekneſs;- char it may be remedied, There is 
one particular moreand I have done,” and that is, '* 

2. Secondly, The: relation of the Maſter, you ſhall 
ſee a gracious heart walking with God in this relation 
alſo chat God hath Ter him in as 4 Maſter, "Why, _ 

2; Firſt, He ſeeks after the good 'of the fouls of his 
Servants ! he doth not only look ro their bodies and no 
further;he does riot uſe his Servant;jas he doth hisCattle; 
only towork.and toil them, and ſeek no further, but 
he Tooks upon them as committed by God and man uns 
to his truſt, and therefgre'be is bound'to be faithful ra 
chem; in ſeeking. the good of their ſouls inthe firſt 
place : ; 'therefore ir is that he counſels, inftruts and 
prays for them, and above all, he [abours to Siverhem 
good examples i in the Family, for he knowsall thereſt 
is nothing, his, inftruCtion will do no good, his coun- 
(els are of no efficacy, if his examples don't go along 
with theta; and ſo Servants may (ee his gracious. be- 
haviour and carriag?, which will be Gn con- 
vincing untethem, . 

2.. Secondly, Again, He alſo takes care of iheix 
[Edd man-{ he: remembers it's written, that He 
that provides not for "his Family is worſe than an In- 
fidel, and therefore he endeavoursto provide food and 
raiment for them, leſt he ſhould put them upon temp- 
rations and vrovoke them to ſin, and put them upon 
temptation to lie and ſteal, and be extravagant 3 and 
this'is occaſioned many rimes through theunfaithfulneſs 
of the Maſter in this particular 3 he ts careful not to 
expreſs'' cruelty, one that walks with God won't be 
cruel to his Servant in laying too much upon him, lis 
knows the groans of his ſervant 1n this caſe will reacty 
up to heayen; the 1/raelirtes were ſervants 'to the 
Egyptiens, and you- know when they laid heavy hey 

ens 
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dens upon them, then their cry was heard, and reackr 
upto heaven , and it was the deſtruction of the Egyp-. 
tians : Agood Maſter woh't becryel'in-his work. 

3. Thirdly, Neither; will he be cruel in his corre- 
Rion ; If hedoth corre he wil) do'it-.in meaſure, he 
knows he is called the Father of the Fami.y, therefore 
be ought to carry it as a Father unto his Family, and 
theretore if he will corre& them, he will correR them 
as his own Children, he'll]. bate to. be..cruel ro them ; 
And therefore he'll inthe -; ; +, 

- 4. Fourth place, Take good counſel from. him; a 
Sracious heart, if he ſhall 'ſpeak to him of Godand 
Chriſt in humility, of -any diſorders he meets withal in 
a Family, a gracious beart-will reccive-counſel from 
an inferiour ; you know how Naaman carried it, in 
2 Kings5, 23. now Naaman did not reject their coun- 
ſel though he was a great and mighty Warrier ; he 
doth not ſay, What have you todototeach me? to 
inſtru&t me? Why, fates he, it's good counſel, ard 
it's from God, and he had cauſe afterward to bleſs 
God, that he did through them give him that counſel, for 
if he had not been, he had ever been Leprous. Bur, 

5- Again, Hetakes care.of his. Seryants ; a gracious 
man Pities them in their need, as the Centurion, M4 
Servant, ſaies he, lies ( at home) ſick, of a Paſo, | 
and deſires that Chriſt would ſpeak a word for his 
healing:he does not turn him out of doors,and ſend him 
to provide for himſelf, but he tenders him, and goes 
to the Phyſician Chriſt himſelf, and delires that he 
would pleaſe to heal his Servant. And then 

6, Sixthly and laſtly, He will not ſend his Servant 
away empty ; that's another part of his carriage : when 
they have ſerved him many years, and he hath found 
their faithfulneſs, and the bleſling of the Lord bath 
been upon him whilft they have been with him in the 
| _.... Family, 
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Family, he won'c ſend them empty away « God hath 


: their Servants had iſferved them fo many years , 


| ſhould give them ſomerhing, ſomething of all that rhey 
had por : Ic was the ſin of Laban, Fareb had ſerved 
him fourteen years night and day, and for Facod', ſake 
the Lord bleſſed Laban, now it was his fin, The Lord 
| hath ſeen thy cyuelty, and the Lord hath rebukgd thee ; 
F This is part of the carriage of a gracious heart thar 
| walks with God, you have feen what he is in all theſe 
Family Relations that God hath fer him in, in relation 
| of 2 Husbandand Wife, of Parents and Children, of 
| Maſters and Servantss And ſo much for this cime, 
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Haid ic as an injunRion upon the Iſraelites, that when 
they ſhould not fend them empty away, bur that they | 
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And Enoch walked with God, and he Was not, 
for 'God took him. | 


Am drawing towards a concluſion. 1 have given 
you the CharaRer of one that walks with Ged 
I ſhall therefore proceed : 

Having thus given you the CharaQer of one 
that walks with God, I ſhall ſhew you, that this is a 
dignity, tlie excellency of any man or woman upon 
earth, that they thus walk with God as you have heard. 
To declare unto you therefore wherein the dignity lies ; 
What is the excellency of a man or woman that doth 
thus walk with God, will appear in divers particulars. 

I, Firſt of all, This man that thus walks with God, 

1s nearer God than others ; he comes into the preſence 

of God, he is nigh asa ſpecial friend and favourite * 

. that puts dignity upon him 3 it's the dignity of a man to 
ſtand in the preſence of a Prince, it's an honour, a pti- 

viledge : What is it then to ſtand in the preſence of 

God ! it isan Angelical dignity; it's faid of ihe An- 

gels, Chriſt ſaies of them, that they alwaies bebold the 

face of God the Father, in A 18. 10. Do ws ff 
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fend my little ones, for their Angels alwaies behold the 
face of their Father , it's the glory of the Angels 
that they ever ſtand 1n the preſence of God, and be- 
hold his face : this 1s the dignity of one that walks with 
God, he is nigher God than others. Bur, 

2. Again, Secondly, He ſees more of God than 
other men ; I ſay, that fcul that walks with God as 
Enoch did, ſees more of God than other men ; God 
deals friendly with him, he looks upon him as a fel- 
low-traveller, he'll impart his mind to him freely, he'll 
reveal his ſecrets, the myſteries of bis Kingdom unto 
them : he that is nigh God is nigh the lighi, therefore 
he ſhall not walk in darkneſs; the Lord goes before 
him continually, he guides and leads him with his coun- 
ſel : the light ſhall diſcover the way unto him that he 
ſhall walk in, Thou ſhalt hear a voice behind thee, 
faying, Thy 15 the way, walk in it ,, if any man walks 
with God, it's he that walks thus with God as Enoch 
did, That's a ſecond. | 

3. But Thirdly, God entertains that ſoul all along 
his Journey with profitable and delightful diſcourſe. 
God is ever and anon ſpeaking to him that walks with 
him, as a man ſpeaks to his friend when he walks with 
him in his way : and this takes off from the tediouſneſs 
of the way 3 though the way be tedious, though it be 
deep dirty way, yet if a man have a good companion, 
if he have one to call often to, to diſcourſe pleaſantly, 
it rakes off from the tediouſneſs of the way, it's for- 
Sotten: 3nd thus doth the Lord carry it towards the ſoul 
that walks with him, he ſo ſpeaks to the ſoul that it takes 
from the tediouſneſs of their Pilgrimage, that they for- 
get the tediouſneſs of it whilft the Lord ſpeaks ſweetly 
of his love and goodneſs ro them ; he often calls upon 
them as a man doth to his friend thathe walks with : 
he enquires into their ſtates, and bidsthem be af goa 

—_— chear ; 


Enoch's walk with God. 290 


thear ; ſometimes he tells them, that the worft is paſt, 
and there's better way behind , he tells them of the 
reſt they ſhall have at nipht, or of the good entertain- 
ment they ſhall have when they comehome; or of the 
glorious proviſion thac is m:king ready, and though 
the way be redious their reſt is long ; and this rakes off 
from the tediouineſs of the way; 

4. Again in the fourth place, He ſupplies their 
wants; this 15 another priv:ledge that that foul hath 
that walks with God: the Lord will bear all their 
charges, and take care of themin their Journey, they 
ſhall not want any thing that is good for them, either 
for the outward or inward fan : this will comfort 4 
man upon his Journey though he have never a penay.1n 


_ his purſe, yer if there be a friend with him, he'll fay, 


I have good ſtorc,thou ſhalt not want ſo long as I have 
a penny, 1 will rake care, make proviſion, and pay 
all and thusthe Lord doth rake care of :1l, he pives 
them himſelf, Walk before me, (aies he tro Abraham in 
Gen, 17. 1. ani be thou perfett, and I will make 4 
Covenant with thee: And what is that ? in Verl. 2. 
TI will be a God unto thee : Walk with me and I will be 
a God unto thee, take care for nothing, 1'le bear thy 
charges all the way ; I'le be a God unto thee, Vle ſup- 
ply thy wants; the preſence of the Lord ſhall be in- 
ſtead of all comforts, if thou want any thing Ile mike 
it up of my ſelf: I'lz be a God unto thee, what wouldſR 
chou have more ? And ſo he takes care to ſupply all the 
wants pf the inward man, he'll make proviſion all the 
way, he hath laid up ſtore of proviſion in Jeſus Chrift 
for them, there is ſtore of rigkteouſneſs, grace and 
ſtrength, that his people might want nothing, no not 
while they are in their Pilgrimage : and therefore he 
ſales unto ſuch a ſoul, as ſometimes the Father faid to 
the eldeſt ſon that was brother ro the Prodigal in 


S'14 Luk, 
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Luk, 15. the latter end of the Chapter, when he was þ 
ready to murmur becauſe his Prodigal brother had ſo | 


much kindneſs ſhewed unto him ; Why, fates his Fa- 
ther unto him, Sor, fates he, rhou art ever with me, 
and all that I have « thine, therefore why ſhouldeft 


thou murmur,why ſhouldeſt thou repine ? thou wanteſt 7 
nothing, thou art ever with me, thou enjoyeſt and !? 
| haſt intereſt in all that T have, it's thine, ſo ſ-ies the 
Lord to every ſoul that walks with him, Thouart ever | 
with me, and all that | haveis thine, 1'letake care to |! 
ſupply all thy wants, This 1s another ſp: cial priviledge | 


to all thoſe that walk with God. 
5. Again, Fifthly, He ſupports them , that's ano- 


ther dignity and priviledge that rhe Lord will ſupport | 
them under al] their burdens , when they are ready to | 
faint, and ready to give up the Ghoſt many times in | 
their own apprehenſion, he will ſupport therr ſpirits, X 
he will take care that they ſhall not fall : if there lic | 


never ſuch prefſures upon them, the Lord will eaſe 
them, be'i] bear with them, he gives them leave ( all 
the way ) toleanupenbim , this is a moſt ſweet and 
excellent priviledge that the ſoul hath that walks with 
God, I ſay, all the way of their Journey, all the way 
-of the Wilderneſs, the Lord gives them leave to lean 


upon him , whenthey are weak and fainting, and rea- | 
dy tobe diſcouraged, he gives them leave tolean upon | 
him, his righteouſneſs and ſtrength, Let him take bold | 
on my righteouſneſs, and make peace with me, and (| 
he ſhall nakg peace with-me , He gives them leave te | 


caft all burdens upon him, and to venture for Eternity 
upon him, to lay all the weight of ail their cares and 
fears upon the Lord, that he may ſupport them,and bear 
their burdens; yea, he doth not only give them leave 


to lean upon him, but he takes them up in his Arms if | 


they faint at any time, if they fall into a ſwound that 
: .-.., — —" 
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can £0 no farther, the Lord won't go away and 
leave his tcllow-travellers, but he'l] rake them up in 
their fainting and ſwounding fits, he brings forth his 
Spirits and Cordials, and will not leave them until 
he hath ſer them up again, and made them able cv 
follow him :- a gracious promiſe in 7ſa. 40. 11. the 
Lord makes there unto his people, He ſhall feed 
h1s flick. like a Shepherd, and ſhall carry bus Lambs in 
his arms, &c. he'l) deal with them as x mother do.h 
with her Child, or as a Shepherd doth with his Lambs, 
he won' leave thera when they'l go no furiher,but he'il 
pity and tender them, they bave his arm and his boſom 
when they can't go : he'll help them 1n all their preſ- 
ſures of ſpirit, yea, and in all their preſſures ot the 
outward man too ; he'l] ſupport and put his arm uc:der 
them in every affl:Rion, he'll rake off the weight of it, 
and bear the heavieſt end, that end thar hath the curſe, 
the bictereſt, the Lord Jeſus bears that end , he willnoc 
break them in their afflitions, Jn all their affl.ct:ons he 
was afflicted, he felt every burden : This is the graci- - 
ous carriage of the Lord towards thbſe that walk with 
him; and this is a mighty priviledge, That's a Sixth. 

7, Seventhly, The Lord will knock off their bolts 
and fetters; this is another priviledge, and a mighty 
one too , the Lord will knock off their Chains and Fet- 
ters, and he will cauſe them to walk in Liberty : he 

will deliver them from bondage, he came and died for 
this very end, That through death he might deſtroy him 
that had the power of death, and deliver them, who 
through fear of death, were all their lives long ſub- 
jeft to bondage; be will knock off their Ferrers, 1 ſay, 
£ven the Chains of their unbelief; the further they go 
with God, the more cloſe they walk with God, the 
more liberty they meet with, the more liberty from 
the chains of lufts ; the more nigh they come to __ 
. : : Y 3Z [6 
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the more doth unbelief vaniſh, it can't Rand in the pre- 
ſence of God, and the more they walk with God, the 


more acquainrance, and the more friendly God deals 
with them as fellow-travellers ; though there were a 


oreat diſtance between man and man before, yet when 


they travel together, they will have friendly carriage 3 
ſo a man before he walks with God, there is a great 
diſtance between God and him, till he condeſcend ro 
the poor low condition of his ſervants, and ſpeak 
more friendly to them, that they may have more ac- 
quaintance wiih God ; and the more acquaintance they 
have with God, the more ſhall the Chains of their un- 
belief, and che other fetters in their hearts fall off. 
That's another priviledge, 

8. Again in the eighth pl:ce, The Lord will keep 
them from falling, He upholds the feet of his ſer- 
wants, be preſerves their gorngs, he is round about 
gheir path, and preſerycs them, Prov, 2.8, He keepeth 
the paths of Fudgement, and preſerves the way of his 
Saints, He'il diſcover many a ſnare unto them, and 
reach them how go break thoſe ſnares that others are 
taken in, and are broxcn by them, and if the Lord 
doth ſuffer ſuch a foul ro fall, it ſhall nor lie long, he 
won't go away and leave him when he is fallen; the 
Lord takes care of him. as his Fellow-traveller, and he 
will help htm up again ; when Perer fell moſt grievoul- 
ly, Chriſt did not leave him ſo, Chriſt turned apain, 
did not go away but look'd upon Peter, and helpt him 
up again ; yea, the Lord will not only help that ſoul 


again when he is fallen, but he will make an advantage 


pf his falls; cyery flip, much more. every fall ſhall 
tend tothe good of that ſoul that walks with God,God 
will bring a grest deal of good: out of the greateſt 
evil: the Lord will reach him to walk humbly when 
he apiies, hcl] reach him ro walk more fearingly, more 

ClIe 
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circumſpetly, more dependingly, to take hold on 
Chriſt every ſtep he goes, and to take heed that he ſlide 
not ; nay, he'll cauſe him ro gain ground by his falls, 
he'll make him run ſo much the faſter, when he ſhall re- 
cover himſelf, 'and ſee what he hath loſt, and how 
God bath gone a good ſtep from him , Oh, it ſhall be 
a ſpur unto the ſoul, and it ſhall cauſe him to run ſo 
much the more earneſtly after God, and to cleave ſo 
much the more cloſely unto-him. Again, 

9. In the Ninth place, The Lord leads the ſoul the 
ſafeſt and nigheſt way to heaven ; I ſay, that ſoul char 
walks with God as Enoch did,is led the (ſafeſt and nigh- 
eft way to glory ; the ſafeſt way, the Lord will diſcover 
thoſe pits and ſnares that lie in the way, he will deliver 
him from thoſe enemies, thoſe robbers, thoſe murder- 
ers that lie in his way, and he. won't lead him abour, 
but bring him the nigheft way to glory, Many a poor 
creaturethat walks not with God, may ſer many a ſtep 
( as they conceive ) towards heaven, but they go abour, 
becauſe they begin not at firſt ro walk with God, and 
therefore come back, they muſt come back again and 
loſe their labour; yea, many times Gods own people 
S0 about becauſe they do not follow God cloſe; ſome- 
times they think to ſave themſelves, and provide for 
themſelves, to ſhun ſufferings and reproaches, and gu 
about many times to ſhun them, ſo that often they lole 
a great deal of way, and come home benighted : but 
when the ſoul cleaves to God, God leads him the nigh- 
eſt way, the dire& way to glory, that he ſhall nor 
come home be-nighted, he ſhall come home 1n good 
ſeaſon becauſe he cleaveth to the Lord, the Lord was 
his Counſellor and he follows him. 

10. Tenthly, Again, In the laft place, to name no 
more , this is another dignity and priviledge, that 
ſoul that walks with God, ſhall fit down with Ged; 
S 4 There 
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There remains a reſt, ſaies the Apoſtle, for the people 
of God: there remains a reſt after their long Journey, 
their tedious Pilgrimage, they ſhall fit down with 
God, they (hall lie in the boſom of God , after they 
bave walked a while with him on earth, they ſhall fir 
down with him for ever, and with his Son at his Table 
in his Kingdom. You ſee the dignity and priviledge 
of that ſoul that walks with God : Therefore I ſhall 
make ſome Application of this. And, 

Vſe 1, Firſt, Let me ſpcaktio thoſe that are ſtrangers 
t5 God , to ſuch as yet are found walking inthe way of 
ſinners, a way that God takes no delight in ; why, 
you that are waiking in the way of ſinners, are walk- 
ing in the way that leads to your own deſtruQion 
Oh, that the Lord would pluck you ( with a mighty 
had ) out of thar deftroying way, why, you are 
javited, this day the Lord invites you to come and 
walk with him, all the priviledges that you have heard, 
do belong to thoſe that walk with God, they are laid 
Open before you to win upon ycu, and to invite your 
ſouls to come in and walk with this God ; why will 
you waik with your worſt enemy ? Is he not a mad 
man rhat will waik wih him that ſeeks to deftroy him? 
"And yet this 1s the folly that 1s in the heart of finners ; 
wiilſt you walk in the wales of fin, you walk with 
Your wor it enemy, and walk with 4 roarung Lion 
jeeking whom he may dcycur , who would make choice 
of a roaring Lion to devour him 2 finners walk with 
one that would devour them 3 Oh, that the Lord would 
p.rſwade your hearts to turn in and walk with him, he 
knocks at your doors to day, he ftays for you :; if 
there be ever a finn r that hath any deſires caſt in to 
walk with God, kno v that the Lord ftays for you, be 
js willing to havi you company, and therefore he ſends 
von this invitatio z and therefore 1 beſeech you, mn 
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the Lord perſwade your hearts to come up to a reſoly. 
tion, to give up your ſelves to the Lord ; this doth un- 
do men, this want of coming up to a reſolution is the 
deftruQion of many poor ſouls, that have many a good 
motjon caft in ; when they hear this of God, al the 
excellency of thoſe that ' walk. with God, they can't 
but ſee that there is ſomething of God thateis defirable. 
But alas, the miſery 1s, men come not up to a reſoluti- 


- on, toa fixed reſolution, to make choice of God, and 


to walk with him, there's ſomething in God that is de- 
firable ; Ay, but there's another object that the hearc 
is fixed upon, there's ſomething of the world, there's 
ſomething in luſt ; ob, my friends know ir, you can't 
ſerve God and Mammon, you can't ſerve God and 
your luſts, Faith can't endure this divided hearr, and 
therefore I beſeech you, look up to the Lord to bring 


_ off your hearts to a reſolution, that you may ſay, 


Well, 1'le make choice of the Lord, 1'le make choice 
of the Lord for my portion, let all the world go, fo 1 
may have God, come up to a reſolwiion to part with 
all; though you loſe all, though you loſe your friends, 
though you loſe your relations and comforts, know 


that whateycr you loſe for the Lords ſake, ſhall be 


made up abundantly in him : oh, therefore I beſeech 
you that you would eyethat fulneſs that is in God, this 
may belpto bring off the heart, ro bring vp the ſoul to 
cloſe in a reſolution, to come up and walk with him : 
when the ſoul looks and eyes the fulneſs that there is in 
God, there's whatſoever may anſwer all lofſes, what- 
ſovever may ſupply all wants, and fatisfie all defires, 
there's a fulneſs in God, a fulneſs of Grace, and a 
fulneſs of truth is in Chriſt, there's fulneſs of ſatisfa- 
ion and contentment, and therefore the Lord being 
yours, you (}.all not need to go from him, you ſhall 
not need to go out to feck {aticfaction elſewhere ; 

| | though 
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though all the world ſhould forſake, and your com” 
forts leave you, yet there's that in God may anſwer all, 


and though you part with all your luſts, yea, though 
you ſhould loſe all the world for the Lords ſake, that 


you may pive up your ſelves to walk with him, know 


aſſuredly that it willnever repent you, you will not re- 
pent you : the very firſt day that you walk with God, 


the very firſt hour of your walking with God, will 


bring you ſuch contentment and ſatisfation into your 
ſpirits that you will not repent you that youhave left 
all your old waies and luſts, all fin, and all your Com- 
panions for the Lords ſake, that fo you may walk with 
him. And moreover I beſeech you, that you would 
make uſe of Jeſus Chriſt in your coming to God : if 
God ib all perſwade your hearts, to give up your ſelves 
to walx with God, make uſe of Chriſt at your firſt 
coming ; there's no man can walk with God art his firſt 
coming, till the ſon of God makes way for him, Two 
cannot walk together except they be agreed ; Godand 
man were fallen out in Adam,now theſe muſt be agreed, 
now, oh let your ſouls breath after Chriſt, you thar 
defire to walk with God, begin firſt with Chriſt, ler 
your hearts breath after him, look to him as your peace- 
maker, to be your reconciler, to make God and you 
one, to bring you into more nigh acquaintance and fel- 
Jowſhip with the Father, that God and you may be one 
in Chriſt ; Oh, look up unto the righteouſneſs of Je- 
ſus Chriſt every ſoul of you, you can't walk with 
God, if you be naked you can't abide his preſence ; 
you know Adam ran out from the preſence of God 


when God walk'd in the Garden, he could not walk 


becauſe God was there, he runs and hides himſelf; 
a naked creature can't endure the preſence of God : 
look up to the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chrift, throw 
your ſelyes as poor naked creatures upon the righre- 
| : _ouſneſs 
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ouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, that ſo coming in the right+e- 
ouſneſs of rhe Son unto the Father, you may have 
friendly acceptance, that you may walk with God jior 
the future. | 

Uſe 2. One word alſo to thoſe that have intereſt in 
God and Jeſus Chriſt : Oh, that 1 might ſtir yor3 up 
alſo to walx with God, to walk with God as E noch 
did. Brethren, conſider I pray you, Did not Chriſt 
bring you into acquaintance with the Father for this 
end? Were not you at a diſtance? ye were ſtraingers, 
ye were enemies, you were far off from God ! whar 
pains did Jeſus take to bring you acquainted with, God, 
that ſo you might walk with him as a man with his 
friend ? It coſt Chriſt dear, it was a hard voork to 
make up the breach, it was a mighty work to bring 
you into acquaintance with God ; donot negle & there- 
fore your communion with God in your dzaly walk, 
ſeeing it coſt Chriſt ſo Gear. | 

Conſider alſo that: God hath made you all for this 
very end, he hath given you legs that you : night walk 
with him, he hath given ſome ſtrength to thoſe thar 
were lame, that could not ſtand; I ſay, when he 
brought you home to himſelf, he ga're you ſome 
ſtrength; it was then that he came to open the eyes of 
the blind, and to ſtrengthen the feet of the lame ; and 
he ſtrengthens their feer that ſo they; may walk with 
God his rather : Ts not the Lord yoryr beſt friend ? Is 
he not the ſweeteſt companion you cas n chooſe? and if 
ſo, I befeech you take heed that you do not negle&t 
your walking with him; what, will you leave your 
friend 2 will you leave your friend 1ipon the way ? Oh 
do not give the Lord occaſion to acc uſe you of this In- 
gratitude ; had you not need to kee pcloſe to God, do 
not you need his preſence, do 11ot you necd himta 
comfort you, to qui.ken you, to revive you, to fireng: 

then 
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then you, to ſupply your wants, to bear your charges, 
to keep off the blaſts, ro rebuke temptations, and to 
vanquiſh enemies, to help you up when you are fallen, 
to make advantage of your falis, to lead you the nigh- 
eſt and the ſafeſt way to glory? Oh, that the ſenſe of 
your weakneſs and infirmities might cauſe you ro cleave 
cioſe tothe Lord, and take heed thac you don't depart 
and go out from walking with him : And in your walk- 
ing with God, I ſhall but give you a few Direions and 
conclude. . 

Diret+. 1. In your walking with God be ſure that 
you follow him in every ſtep, go you where God goes, 
walk you where God walks, if you mean to keep the 
preſence of God look to this; Oh, go to the Lord 
and defire that he would teach your fouls whete he 
walks, as the Spuuſe, Tellme ( O thou whom my ſoul 
loveth ) where thou feedeſt, where thou makeſt thy 
flocks to reſt at noon : that ſhe may go there ; Why , 
che Lord walks in his Ordinances, he walks amongſt 
his people : the Son of God walks in the midſt of his 
Golden Candleſticks, there's his walk ; would you 
know where to find him, cume in his walks, in the 
midſt of his Golden Candlefticks, in rhe midR of his 
people, in the fellowſhip of his Saints, thoſe that wor- 
{hip him in the beauties of holineſs, in Goſpel order, 
there the Lord walks ; you that expcQ the preſence of 
the Lord, that would not loſe that comfortable pre- 
ſence of his which you might enjoy, take heed you do 
Not turn away, where God hath ſaid he walks. 

D:retF. 2. Again, 1 beſeech you, that you would 
be alwates careful to give God the upper hand in every 
walking, in every paſſige of your life give God the 
upper hand ; donot aſcribe to your ſelves, lift up the 
name of God, be content that he ſhould be exalted, 
and you debaſed, Not ro ws Lord, not to us Lord , 

put 


Enoch's walk with Gd, '3or 


put away with both hands, give us nothing, nothing 
belongs to us, but all belongs to God, glory belongs 
ro God, why, if you be enabled to do for God, 
if you be enabled to ſuffer for God, give nothing to 
your ſelves, give him the glory, put it away from 
you, deſire him to take it all, and aſcribe nothing 
to your ſelves, but what he is pleaſed to give in freely 
unto you, oh give him the preheminence in all, and 
his Son the preheminence in all things ; be content 
that the day of the Lord ſhould be upon whatſoever 1s 
high and lifted up; 'upon allthe Cedars of Lebanon, 
and upon all the Oaks of Baſhar ; upon whatſoever 
is in your hearts and ſpirits : defire him to pull down 
all high thoughts, and to lay you low at his foot- 
ſtool , be content that youand all creatures may be de- 
baſed, and the Lord alone may be exalted through his 
ſon Jeſus Chriſt ; it ſhould be a Chriſtians care in all 
things, I ſay, ro give God the upper-hand. 
Dire&. 3. Again, Thirdly, Take heed youdo not 
take up where God doth not take up ; do not you fir 
down where God fits not down, for you may haply 
loſe him, God may go ovt of tight, and you may 
run hard before you can find God again , don'c take 
up in your ſelves, don't take up in creatures, don't 
ſay here 1'le reſt, here Ile take up; don't fer up 
here, and ſay, here Vle reſt and take up inthis crea- 
ture ; if you will take up in creatures, and reft in 
them, where God doth not reft, why God refts in 
himſelf, and wholly in himſelf for ever :; he reſts 
in himſelf, and: he refts in his ſon, This 1 my Be- 
loved Son in whom I am well pleaſed ; all the de- 
light and complacency of the ſoul of the Father is 
in the perſon of the ſon, This ts my Beloved Sor ; 
Oh, take heed of creatures that your comforts be not 
inares to you, don'c rake up in them, follow on m 
w 
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the Lord, let your ſpirits take up no where but in 
God himſelf, and in Chriſt, whom he hath given to be 
the center of your ſouls, and a foundation for you ro 
build upon for ever, 

Dire. 4. Again, Fourthiy, Entertain ſweet enter- 
courſe between God and your ſouls, I ſay, this 1de- 
lire, that ſweet entercourſe with God may be enter- 
tained by you, let God be ofcen thought of by you 
will you go with a friend and travel with him, and 
ſpeak not ro him? Oh, you will ſpeak often to him : 
you that walk with God, ſpeak often to God, keep 
up that entercourſe betwixr God and your ſouls liſten 
to what God ſpeaksto you; a great deal is loft becauſe 
we don't hearken to him, the ſoul is not intent, the 
ear 1s not bored to hear what God ſp:aks, therefore 
many a ſweet word, and many a comfortable word is 
loft, becauſe the ſoul don't liſten after God; there- 
fore I beſeech you Brethren, know it is your Guty all 
the time you are walking with God, ir is your duty to 
hear whit God ſpeaks ; let your ſoul be attentive unto 
the Lord, that ſo you may hear every word, whether 
tt bea word of counſel or a word of direRion, or a 
word of conſolation : be ye alwaies either ſpeaking 
tothe Lord, or elfe hearkeningto hear whar the Lord 
ſhall ſpeak unto you , this becomes thofe that have 
Siyen up themſelves co walk with God: : 6 

Dirett, 5. Fifthly, And to ſay no more, Take 
heed of thoſe rubs and lets that are in the way : take 
heed of that which may binder, of that which may 
take you off from walking with God ; there's many 2 
' fnare, there's many a rub in the way. 

I. Firſt, Take heed of this preſent evil world , 
it's a ſnare; it's a bait that draws many off from 
walking with God, Demas hath forſaken me, ſaith 
Pani, he hath forſaken me for this preſent _ 
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world, the Devil catcht him with this bait ; Oh, 
take heed of the ſnares of the world, the cares of 
the world, the honours of the world, the riches of the 
world, the pleaſures of the world, theſe are ſnares, 
I ſay, in which many are taken. | 

2, Secondly, Take heed ye turn not out into any 
way of fin whatſoever, give no countenance to any 
evil way in your ſpirits or in your courſes, the God 
that you walk with, he #5 4 God of pure eyes, he 
can't endure to walk in the defiled waies ; if you 
will walk in the dirt, you ſhall not have God 
to go along with you, God can't endure to walk 
in waies of impurity, and therefore, oh, deſire the 
Lord to make you watchful over the wales of your ſpi- 


rit, and over the wales of your converſation, that fo 


you may not turn aſide to thoſe defiled wites in which 
God takes no pleaſure to abide in. And, 

3. Thirdly, Take heed of an unbelicving heart, 
which is another ſnare, and 1s the cauſe of many 
departings from God, Ax evil heart of unbelief ; 
and therefore don't give way unto 1t,don't cloſe with it, 
don't take part with unbelief againſt the work of 
God in your own ſpirits, for if you take part with 
Saran againſt the Lord, what a grief will it be unto 
the Lord; to whom you have given up your ſelves | 
to walk with him? Oh; that the Lord would make 
you that are his .people, watchful over your ſouls | 
you have given up your ſ{elyes, and therefore take 
heed you don't turn afide ; maintain this commu- 
nion, defire that it may be upheld betwixt God and 
your ſouls : and remember this, 

That it's . your-greateſt .priud 


upon earth, that you may thus walk with God, 


a mighty priviledge that poor duft and aſhes, poor 
worms ſhould be taken to walk with the greact 
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God; that God ſhould make choice to have ſucli 
for his Companions, his Fellow-travellers; Oh, ir 
3s infinite rich and Free-grace, therefore do not 
flight ir, do not contemn it, but labour to walk up 
to ſuch relation; it's your dignity, and your pri- 
viledge to walk with God. So much for this time, 
and for this part of the Text, 
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SERMON IX. 


GEN. 5. 24. 


And Enoch walked with God, aj he was not, 
for God took him, : 


"O U have heard of Enoch's walksng, here's 
Enoch” s Reſt : here's recorded what befell 
him at the end of his Journey, he went a 

MK ftepoutof fight, He walkgd with God, and 
he was not, God took, bim : He was not, the phraſeis 
ſometimes applied unto thoſe whom God takes away 
by ordinary death , ſo fates Facob of his ſons, whom he 
ſuppoſed ro be end; in Gen. 42.36: Joſeph us not, and 


" Simeon 15 not : and ſoin Jer.31.15, you ſhall ſee this 


phraſe applied to thoſe that God takes oy by ordina- 
ry death, Thus ſaith the Lord, a voice was heard in 
Ramab, lament arien aud bitter weeping, Rachel weep- 
ing for her Children, and refuſed to be comforted, 
becauſe, ber Children. they were wot : and ſoſome do 
conceive that Enoch was taken away, as other men are, 
beca e it's appointed for all 'men once to die , but the 
Apoſtle muſt be our Interpreter : hetells us the mean- 
ing of that phraſe, as applied to Eroch, He was not, 
for God took, num In Heb LL Fo By Faith Eneh 
W As 
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was tranſlated, that he ſhould not ſee death, and was 
not found, becauſe God had tranſlated him: he was 


not found, ſaith the Apoſtle, for God bad tranſlated 
him, he was not found amongſt men, he was no. longer 


_ of this world, nor in this world, he was taken into ano- 


therworld, into another place, for God had tranſlated 
him, and he was not found, and it was not in an ordi- 
mary way as other men: he was tranſlated, God took 
him, And ſoit may be faid, God takes and receives 
all the ſpirits of his ſervants : but Enoch departure, 
his farewel to the world, was in an extraordinary way, 
God did not take him as he takes others of his ſervants 
by death, but God took him from death, he was trag- 
fluted that be ſhould not ſee death, fates the Apoſtle. 
There are many particulars that may be uſeful to us be- 
fore we come to the main, concerning Enoch, which 
weſhal) hardly reach at this time, 

But ro Confider that phraſe, He was not. He ws 
not in the world, of the world ; you muſt not think 
that Enoch ceaſed to bz, he did not lofe his Being : 
the Text ſaiis, He was not, neither do any of the ſer- 
vants of God loſe their Being when they are tranſlated, 
whey taken away by death, but he had no being as to 
the things of this world, he had a being as to: God and 
Heaven, and as to an. inviſible world, ſo he was; and 
fo ir may be ſaid of all Gods people that leave this 


worid, They are not, they are not as to the world; 


they have no being as to their comforts , relations, 
friends, employments, and callings , ſo they are nor , 
but as ro God, Chriſt, and Heaven, and to the things 
of 29 inviſible world, their being is nor loſt but per- 
feRted ; they have no being as to their relattons, death 
cuts that afunder. You ſhall ſee what Fob ſaies, Fob 7. 
he complains there, that all relations ceaſe there, and 
the Servant is free from the Maſter ; as this aha 
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fo all other relations when death comes, ſothat a man 
he isnot, he 1s no longer as to his friends and relations, 


And ſo heis as to the comforts of this world, fee ob 
7.9. As the Cloud i conſumed and vaniſhuth away, 


ſo he that goeth down to the grave ſhall come up no 


more : he ſhall return no more to ſee his houſe, neither 
ſhall his place know him more, he is conſumed like a 
Cloud, and gone down to the Grzve , and what, hath 
he no being? No, he ſpeaks only in relation tothe 
things here; and to the comforts and enjoyments, as co 
his houſe, and ſo to all other comforts of his, he ſhall 
not return to his boufe, neither ſhall his comforts-know 
him any more, Take notice of this, it will hold forth 
NS that is uſeful ro us : It will teach you three 
things. | 

ag Firft of all, It will teach Chriſtians to mind the - 
things of God and: Heaven more, to be more taken 
up with the things of the world that is ro come ;_ why, 
2s to all the things of this life, asto all your friends, 
comforts, relations, houſe and land, and other accom- 
modations, you ſhall not be e're long, andtherefore ſeck 
more after the things of God and Chrift, where you 
ſhall have a being to eternity. Think upon this, Chri« 
ftians, when you are ready to loſe God inthe World, 
when you (ſleep over hcad and ears in your worldly em- 
ployments ; Oh, think of this, the rime 1s a coming, 
the time is at hand when it ſhall be ſaid, That you are 
no more of the world, and you ſhall have no being at 
All as to: the things of the world, your friends ſhall 
know you no more, and your relations, your comforts, 
your houſe ſhall know you no more, you ſhall be to all 
theſe things as if you had not been, as if you hadno 
being, or asif youhad no relation to them; Oh, then 
whilſt you are mthe world don's live as thoſe that are 
of the world, but fay as Chriſt did, Now, Father, 
T3 I am 
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I am no more of this world. live more there where 
your being ſhall be to eternity : Live more upon' God 
and Chriſt, and be more exerciſed in the contemplation 
of the things of the'-inviſible world, there your being 
hall be to eternity 3 and don'live ſo much upon thoſe 
poor low outward things, where you ſhall have no be- 
ing e're long ; but when the world ſhall ſpeak of you, 
they (hall ſay, You are not, eyen as 1t was of Enoch 
here, Enoch: was not, as to this world he was not, 

_ 2. Secondly, This may allo inſtruct you how to 
carry it towards the: loſs of friends and relations : 
when God ſhall take away any of your friends and re- 
lations, take heed you don't let out natural affections 
towards them when God hath taken them, for they are 
not, as to you they are nor, they are none of yours, 
you have no relation to them, death hath broken ir, 


they were: given you fora time, your Husband, | your 


Wife, your Children, they were given you for atime, 
to be comforts to you for a time, till the Lord ſhould 
all torthem ; but when the Lord bath takenthem, they 
are no longer yours, they arenot, as to you : It's ſ1n- 
ful then to Ter ont natural affcRionstowards them, 2s 
ro look upon them as yours, your Husband, your 
. Wife, your Children, they are nor asto you, bur they 
-are as10 the Lord, complear in him, andas to you they 
arenot 2 and therefore i it's finful unto you, to let out 
natural affetions, when God hath broken your rela- 
tions. And, 

Woe: © Thirdly, This may give fome comfort-in the loſs 
. of friends, when they dre m the Lord , 'they arenor 
| loſt, they don  ceafero-be.3 If) they were/annihilared 
and deftroyed, and 1f they had'nv being any where, 
there's cauſe ro mourn, there's a loſs mdeed ;3 they on- 


they are mat-loſt, che appear in the prefence. of God, 
: though 
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 tydiſappear unto you, "and-unto this viſible world, but | 
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though you ſee them not, and they haye no being as to 
you, yet 3s toGad in heayen, in another world,they have 
2 being, a glorious being, a perfect being, and there- 
fore there 5 no cauſe why we ſhould mourn for them 
as if they were utterly loſt. Thar's the firſt confide- 
ration, Exoci was nor, as to this world, 'and as tothe 
-zelations of this life he was not, Bur again, 

2. Secondly, Obſerve how eaſily Enoch was tran- 
Aated, how eafte God makes Eroch's paſſage to another 
world; he walks with God, and God took him, and 
we hear no more of him: he walked all his life with 
God, and at the end of his courſe God took him along 
with bim; it's ſpoken of him as 1f he went but a ſtep 
further, and he was not here, he went but a ſtep fur- 
ther, and he went along with God, God' rook him to 
himſelf. We may obſerve that God can make the paſ- 
ſage of his ſervants eafie to another world : ſuch as 
walk with God on carth, God makes their paſſage eafie 
to another world, fo it was with Enoch. 

Queſt. But is it ſo to others, Enoch's tranſlation was 
ealte, for Enach, he was not diſſolved, foul and body 
did not part, but both were taken up tolive with God, 

\ buris it ſato others ? atheÞ, | 

Anſw. Yea, God can and doth make it ſo unto his 
people that walk wich him-: though death may ſeem a 
ſtrait paſſage, and a dark entry, yet the Lord can 
make it lightſome, he can make1t eafje unto his ſer- 
vanis: what an ecalie matter was it for Moſes to die, 
when he had walked with God allhis1ife ? Ir was 
{ſpoken of him as an ordinary thing, Go wp 4nd dre, 
God bid him go up .upon the Mount and die there, go 
and die there, and Afaſes went wp and God made that 
| death eafteto him: And ſo it was ſpoken .of all the Pa- 


 4riarchs, .and thoſe that walked with God in thoſe old 


. Ages, God: made this firait paſſage caſie to them, 
1-3 there- 
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therefore it's called a falling aſleep, after they had 


ſcrved tte r Generation they fell aſleep , or they were 


gathered up to their Fathers ; it's ſet forth by ſuch ex- 
prefſions; Facob leaned: upon his ſtaff and raiſed up 
bimſelf and bleſſed his Children, and ſpeaking of the 
things of God and Heaven, and ſo hefell aſleep , God 
makes it caſte unto them that walk with bim, for they 
that walk with God gain experiences of him, 1 ſay, 
rhey that walk with God treaſure up experiences of 
Gods gracious dealings, they ſhall ſee how God hath 
been with them many a time : he hath been with them 
in many deaths, he hath been with themin the fire, he 
hath been with them in the water, he hath been with 
them in many Jeopardies and dark conditions, hehath 
delivered them: they have gained many experiences 
of God, therefore they- will truſt in God, they'l truſt 
in bim when chey walk through the Valley -of the ſha- 
dow of death, he 1s a ſure friend, heisa tried friend, 
and therefore they can'tbut reſtin him, But, 

Again, They that walk with God walk by Faith, 
now it's faith makes death eaſie : all thoſe Worthies 
ſpoken of in Hb. 11. died willingly , for they died in 
Faith, Faith makes the ſtrait paſſage eafie, For, 

1. Firſt, Faith diſcovers the ViRtory of Chriſt, I ſay, 

It makes diſcovery of the victory of Chriſt over death 
and che Graye, preſents the Saviour that is the Con- 


querour, that hath diſarmed the ſtrong man, that hath 


taken a'vay the ſting of the Serpent ; now when the ſoul 
by Faith fees that death is diſarmed, and the fting is 
tiken out,, ic's cafte then to grapple with him. 
2, Secondly, Again, Faith takes hold: of the pro- 
ies which are grounded: upon the faithfulneſs and 


grs;h of God for its ſecurity, I ſay, it takes bold of thofe 


promiſes which are made jn faithfulneſs andtruth : why, 
he Lord bath ſaid that þg will be with bis people in 
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all their traits, yea, when they walk through the 
valley and ſhadow of death, that he will never leave 
them, he will never forſake them; now the diſcovery 
of this:to the ſoul makes death eaſie. 

3. Thirdly, Again, Faich looks beyond death, it's 
hÞher, ic's caller than death, it can look over the ſhoul- 


ders of death, it hath a piercing eye, 1t can ſee through 
the darkneſs of the Grave, and it can behold the tops 


of the Towers of the heavenly Feruſalem, it can ſee 


the'Land that lies beyond the Land of death, it ſees the 
dark entry and the low valley that doth over-ſhadow 
it, jt doth lead-ynto that Land, that Land of bleſſedneſs 


that the Lord hath prepared for'his people, and there- 


Fore whil{t faith is thus exerciſed, death is made eaſe, 
antl they that walk with God walk ard live by faith, and 


therefore to them is death made eafte, Yea, 

4» Fourthly, Again, Death is mide eafie to them, 
for 'by walking with God they have gained acquain= 
tence with God, and it's acquaintance with God that 
makes death eafie-:: when a ſoui hath walked with God 
as with his friend all hislife, it's nor afraid ro goto 
God at laſt, *becauſe*be'is his friend ; he knows God 
thoroughly, and therefore cn truſt him, he knows 
his gracious diſpofition, and chetlove that is in his heart, 


| He that comes:to God muſt believe that he u, {ates the 


Apoſtle, and that He u the rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek him : tillthis grace of the love of God 
be diſcovered, the ſoul can'c come to him on carth, 
ircan't draw nigh rohim by faith, much leſs can he come 
freely to him in heaven. Why thisis the. cauſe why death 
5 ſorerrible, becauſe this acquaintance is no more with 
God ; but when the ſoul hath lived as in heaven, and 
converſed with God, and beheld his face, and follows 
him continually with this acquaintance he hath gained 
with God, ir doth make the paſſage of death ( though 
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ſtrajt in it ſelf, yer) calie: And therefore- to ape 
ply this, | 


Uſe 1. I beſeech you, yourhat walk with God, that 


you would not be diſcouraged through the apprehenſi- 


on of the ſtraitneſs of this paſſage : you know- not 
how ealie God can make'it, why ſhould you diſtruſhy 


him ? do not fear the greatneſs of the pains, God can 
make them eaſfte,- God can allay them, God can take 
away :the; ſenſe of them, Gecd can give in that which 
can {weeten them ; remember who went before you, 
hath not the Lord Jeſus gone before you ?, Be (er him- 


ſelt in the fore-front of the Battel, the paſſage was a. 


great dea] ſtraiter when Chriſt went through it, he 
hath widened it and made it far moreeafte ; Bzlievers, 
you have ſeen the worſt that death can do to you, you 


have ſeen it in Chriſt, if it had overcome Chrift you. 


might have fear'd it, but Chrift would try the experi- 
ment firſt upon himſelf, and you have ſcen the worſt 
thatic can do; Jeſus Chriſt is engaged with you, if you 
ſhould periſh, Chriſt himſelf had as guod have pe- 
riſhed , it's all one whether he be overcome 1n his per- 
fon, or in bis members; Oh, therefore, I ſay, be not 
diſcouraged, at the apprehenſion of the ſtraiineſs of 
the paſſage, and darkneſs of the entry, bur look ta 
Chriſt that bath gone before you, and only ler it be 
your care whilſt you live, to live by Faith, and to live 


in conſtant communion with God, God will take care 


of thereſt; And, we es 

Uſe 2. Again, How ſhould you bleſs the Lord 
Chriſt } What cauſe have you to bleſs the Lord, and 
to admire. the riches cf wiſdom, and the riches of 
power, and the riches of goodneſs that hath made death 
to be thus eaſe? I tell you, it is not ſo initſelt; 
Chriftians, you are beholding to Chriſt for this,death is 
not cafie 1n it ſelf, it is moſt terriblein ir ſelf, ir bath 
; —_— brovghx 
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brought down mighty ſpirits of wicked men, Oh! 
whither ſhall 1 go, faid Nero ? when death was at 
hand : It was not ſo caſte with Chriſt ; oh, ir was 
exceeding ſtrait when he ventured to paſs through, it 
was for your ſakes thar he cntred the paſſage firſt : Oh] 
admire his wiſdom, goodneſs and power, and bleſs his 
name for this both in life and death, That's a fecond 
thing we conſidered, Enoch was not, God took him: 
his tranſlation is ſpoken of him as a very eafte thing, 
he walked 'a ſtep further, and returned no more, and 
God took, him, There is one Particular more which I 
tt:all give bur a hint on, and that is, He was not found. 

So ſaies the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, Heb. 21.5. 
He was not found, for God bad tranſlated him; He 
was not found, and that implies, he was tought for when 
God had touk him, They fought for him, 'but he was 
ot found, aies the Apoſtle : And fo it was with Elz- 
jah, wn2 Kings 2, latter end of the Chapter, the Pro- 
pher ſends our fifty meh to ſeek after him , and it's very 
like they did ſo for Ezoch, but he was not found, for 
God took him, " MS. 

Obſerve, It is uſual to undervalue mercies whilſt 
we have them, which are prized dearly whea once they 
are pone; I ay, it is uſual with the ſons of mento 


 underyalue mercies whilſt chey have them, which they 


would ſzek for when once they are gone : thus we deal 
with perſons, and thus we deal with other mercies : 
With Perſons, vou know how Samuel was undervalued 
by Saul whilſt he lived, and ihe Word of the Lordthat 
he brought to'Saul wazrejzAcd ; but when Samucl was 
gone, then Saul ſeeks for him; nay, he was ſo vio- 
lent thar he ſeeks himin an unlawful way, even to raiſe 
him up from the dead, that he might acquaint him with 
the Will of the Lord. And fo jehn Biptift was per- 
{ccuted and baniſhed, and Herod cur off his head, Eur 

_= when 
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wen he was gone,then:Herod prized him ; and ſo when 

Herod heard of the fame of Jeſus, that he did great 

things, Surely it 1s Fohn Baptiſt that ts riſen up 
ain: here's mighty works indeed : And thus we 

teal not only with Perſons, 

: But thus we deal withother Mercies, whilſt we. 
bave them, we undervalue them, that God is forced 
to take them away, to let us know what the worth 
of them is ; Iſrael did not prize her mercies, outward 
Mercies, Corn, Wine and Oyl, Flax and Wool, 
and therefore God was forced to take them away, ts 
let them know the worth of them, 7 will take away 
my Corn, my Wine ana my Oyl, my Flax and my 
Wool, Hoſ. 4. Yea, thus we deal with God himſelf, 
thus we deal with God and Chrift, and with the great 
and preciqus things of God ; how did E/a deſpiſe 
his birth-right, how-contempribly.did he ſpeak of it, 
whilRthe.had it > What will my birth-right dome good, 
ſaies he, ſeeing 1 am ready to die? And yet after- 
ward, when it was gone he ſought it with tears, when 
Jacob had got the bleſſing he ſought it with rears, and 
he could not obtain jt. Yea, this is not Hg in the 
hearts of the wicked ; if it were only inthe wicked it 
were the leſs: but it is in the hearts of Gods own 
people to undervalue the things of God, whilft they 
enjoy them, and ſo give the Lord cauſe toftrip them 
of them. J/rael had the prefence of God ameng{t 
them, but they did not prize Gad, and therefore ſaies 
God, I will go and return.to my firſt place; in their 
afflition they will ſeck me early. Thus we deal with 

| other of Gods precious ones, many times they are un- 
dervalued, and we know not. the worth of them, till 
Luch time as they are removed, till God takes them 

away : As its ſaid concerning the Jews 1n Match. 23, 
that Chriſt was amongſt them, and Preached the ever- 
Dm laſting 
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{afting Goſpel to them, and they received it not : 
Bur when the Goſpel was removed fromthem, then 
they prized it, Behold your houſe ts left anto you 
deſolate: Why? in Matth, 21, there you have the 
fame words, when the Children cried, ſaying, He- 
ſanna, Hoſanna to the Higheſt, the Jews were of- 


fended; when the people ſaid of Chriſt, Hoſarn- 
na, and bleſſed 1s he that comes in the Name of 
the Lord, they were offended inthe 15 Verſe, and 
Chriſt doth rebuke them for this, Well, faies he, 
( when they cried, Hoſanna, bleſſed s he that cometh 
12 the Name of the Lord) you are diſpleaſed, the 
cime is a coming, that you would give all chat you 
enjoy , to ſee ſuch a man as you have ſeen, but I 
will tezch you by the abſence of this mercy, of, 
which you ſhall ſay, Welcom indeed, and bleſſed i 
he that cometh in the Name of the Lord : 1 ay, 
what baſe hearts and ſpirits are within us, thar we 
ſhould put God unto this labour, that we ſhould 
cauſe God to walk in this way towards 'us, to take 
away our mercies, that we may know how to prize 
them ! Oh, it is an unworthy heart, there'is' a 
great deal of the ſpirit of Eſau, to deſpiſe the bleſ- 
fing wbilſt we had it, and then afterwards weep for 
it, and ſoughtitwith tears, but found it not. And 
therefore 1 thall conclude with this word of Exhor- 
ration, 

 V/e 3. Let us learn to prize our mercies, I. ſay, 
whilſt we enjoy our mercies, let us learn to prize 
them, becauſe the time is coming when they ſhall nor 
be to us, they ſhall not be found, we ſhall ſeek them, 
and ſhall not find them : God hath given you friends 
and relations; Oh, my Brethren, prize them, uſe 
them for Gods glory, do all the good you can ta; 
them whilſt you have them, receive all. the _ 
thac 
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that may be from them whilſt you have them, for 
the time is a coming when, they -ſhail not be. te 
ou. Ir wes Job's argument with God, you ſhall 
ee” in Job 7. thelaſt Verſe, and it is. a very ſtrong ft 
argument, and Why deft thou not pardon my tranſ- 
greſſion,'. and take away my iniquity, and pardon 
& quickly ? Speak a good word quickly to thy Ser- 
want, I cannot. hold out long, Lord, faies he, 1 
cannot hold out long, now 1 ſhall fl:ep in the duſt, 
and thou ſhalt ſeek: me in the morning, and I ſhall 
not be: Lord .pardon , pardon thy ſervant Fob, 
whilft thou haſta Fob topardon, 'Lord, do good to 
me, whilſt thou haſt an occaſion ro. do good to me, 
| e're I ſlcep in the duſt : you ſhall ſeek me then, 
| and I ſhall not be: that you ſhall ſay, oh that J 
| had ſuch a friend to do good 'to,. or that I had ſuch 
| a friend to receive good from : Oh, take the pre- 
ſent. apportunity therefore of doing and receiving 
good-; and this 1s ſpoken not only of all Perſons 
but. of all Thrngs, prize them whilt you have them, 
prize them whilſt you enjoy them, for time 1s 
coming. when they ſhall not be, ; 
And Confader this, Let me fay this to you, The 
Lord is, this. day tendering grace to you, he ſtands, 
he knocks, he invites :you, he beſeeches you, he 
deſires you to open, 'he is willing'to pardon mul- 
titudes of tranſgreſſions, to waſh away thoyſands, 
and ten thouſands of tranſgreſſions and fins, and to 
fubdue them alſo; Ob, that the Lord would give you 
hearts: to ſeek after, rbis preſent 'mercy,, you'l ſeek 
| them hereafter when they ſhall not bez Oh, take heed 
x I-| Chriſt ſpeak to.you as he ſpake jo the Jews, which 
x was a fcarful ſentence, becauſe of their miſtaking their 


| time, and negleRing their opportunity, Joh. 7, 34+ 
ll | You ſhall ſerk me, lates Chriſt, and ſhall not find me, 
| _ and 
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nd where I am,” you cannot 'come: be bad ſaid a 
lictle-before, And 1 am with you, and am comin 
ro them that ſeck me; and afterward, You ſhall ſeck. 
me, and ſhall not find me; Chrift was with them a lit- 
rle while preaching and holding forth, and urging mer- 
cy and grace, beleeching of them to come in, they re- 
fuſe and reject life, Well, ſaies Chrift, I have ſoughr 
you, and you would not be found; you. would nor 
follow me z the timeis coming when you ſhall ſeek me, 
and ſhall not find me, and where I amyou cannot 
come ; and you that'fear the 'Lord, LS 


E beſeech you, be'you warned alſo, take heed yon 
don't ſlight your mercies, your preſent enjoyments of 
God, Icſt the Lord alſoteach you to know the worth - 
by the want , I ſay, take heed that you do not abuſe 
your mercies, take heed that you do not grow cold, 
and dezd, and looſe, and formal, under the enjoyment 
of the means of getting nigher God, which you enjoy 


more than formerly, for what pity is it that we ſhould 
Srow worſe when God is better 2 That we ſhould be 
further off from drawing nigh to God, when God is 
drawing niph tous? Whatpity is it that the Sun-ſhine 
and fair weather ſhould doharm 2 Doth not ſad expe- 
rience teach us that many Chriftians are further oft from 
God now than when the means wereleſler, in their 
Settingnearto God ; take heed God don't let you know 
by ſad experience what the loſs of his preſence is, and 
that he don't let you know by ſad experience what the 
fols of Ordinances are, what the want of mercies are; 
.R ſhews abundance of corruption that is in the hearr, 
but it is mercy if God will teach his people any way 
tt is the ſaddeſt way of teaching that God will mike uſe 
of, to recount what once we had, and what once we 
enjoyed, and now are ftript of, for want of improve- 
ment : we hzd the Sabbaths, the teachings of God, Le 
2 
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had the Otdinances, but now ſtript of all ; and theres 
fore may ( as they.) ſte down by the waters of Baby- 
ton, and weep moſt bitterly ; it is a ſad way of teach- 
ing, yet it is mercy if God will chooſe any way of 
cexching and drawing theſe fad and drowſic hearts of 
ours more to himſelf. Thus you have had ſome hints 
of whac Enoch was, He was not found, for God had 


rranſlated him, God took, hive , the main Pointis yer | 


behind, viz. to conſider whither Exoch was tranſlated, 
and wherefore he was tranſlated, and the year in which 
he was tranſlated, which was three hundred fixty five 
years, and was the ſhorteſt life of all the Patriarchs. 
But ſo much ſhall ſerve for this time, 
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And Enoch walked with God, and he was nt, 
for God took him. 


' E have done with Enoch's walk, we 
are come to Enoch's Reſt, He was 
not, for God took, him , 1 have 
opened the phraſe to you the laſt 
time 1 ſpake. But I ſhall proceed to what is ſtil] be- 
hind in the Text. 

He was not, for God took him, And God took 
him : there is a great diſpute amongſt many, to what 
place Enoch was taken. There are many. both of the 
Papiſts and others that place Enoch in earthly Paradiſe ; 
dey ſay Enoch was not taken into Heaven but into Pa- 
radiſe, and that this Enoch and El;jab are thoſe two 
Witneſſes that ſhall come again at the end of the world 
to diſcover and deſtroy Antichriſt ; thereis ſuch a Tra« 
dition generally amongſt them, and others have re- 
ceived it from them ; but chere is not the leaft ground 
| for it in the Word of God, that Enoch and Elijah 
ſhould. be thoſe Witneſſes ſpoken of in Rev. 11. We 


certainly thoſe Wirnſles are no other but the ſervants 
X 
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of God ſpoken of, that have ſtood up in all Ages fance 
Chriſt, to bear witneſs to thename and truth of Jeſus , 
and therefore I fee nothing why we may not aſſert, 
that Encchwas taken vp into Heaven, thathe aſcended 
mn body into Heaven. You ſhall ſein 2 Kings 2.11. 
it is ſpoken there of El:jah who was tranſlted even 2s 


Enoch, And it came to paſs as they ſtill went on,- and 
 Falked, that behold (there appeared ) a Chariot of fire, 


and Horſes of fire, and parted them both aſunder, and 
Elijah went up by a whirlwind into Heaven? if Elijab 
went into Heaven, why not Enoch ? | 

Ovjett, But ic may be Obje&ed, Is not Jeſus Chriſt 
the firſt-fruits of them that aſcend $ Did not Chriſt 
open the door by his blood } How then could Encch or 
Elijah aſcend into Heaven before Chriſt came and 
opened the door ? 

Anſow. To which I Anſwer, It is true tha: Chriſt is 
che firſt-fruits of them that aſcend, and the way to 


Heaven 1s ſet open'by the blood. of Chriſt,and there was 


none ever aſcended but by vertue of the blood of Chriſt, 
that ſets open the door to them ; bur the efficacy. of the 
blood 'of Chrift did reach to them thar lived before 
him; and therefore in Rev. 13 8. he is called The Lamb 


Jain from the foundations of the World, in the pur- 


pule of God , yea, it was accepted of Gad as it done 
already , God the Father took the Word. of his Son 
forthe payment of che Debt, he kncw chat he was able 
ro make good his word, and would be faithful io him, 
wherefore he truſted him before he diſcharg<d the 


Debt, before the price was aQually paid, ſo thar 


the vertue of Chriſts blood did even reach to them, 
even many thouſand years before he came inthe fleſh 


to ſuffer : for the Father took his word, and the ſon 
took the . Fathers word for the ſalvation of thoſe r':xr 


ſhould be brought 'in many hundred years after ihe 
pots Bt many Dunare _— 
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debt was paid 3 the ſalvation of all that belong to God, 
who ſhould live from Chrifts time to the end of the 
world ; the ſon gave the full price into the father: 
hind, and he relies upon him, upon his word for the 
diſcharge of the debt, and for the receiving. of-poor 
{inners to life and favour, as they ſhall be brought in 'n 
all Ages; and therefore, Dear Brethren, T beſeech you, 
take notice of the mighty vertye of the death of Chriſt, 
mighty vertue was.1n tt, that he ſhould be accepted be- 
fore-hand, that it ſhould reach as far as Enech, as far 
as Adam, that it ſhould be accepted for thoſe thar 
lived miny thouſand years before Chriſt, before the 
debt was paid, it hi.lds forth the mighty efficacy of the 
blood of Chriſt ; if it had been only available for thoſe. 


that had lived after him, after Chriſt was come 1n the 
fleſh, and dead 2nd riſen, and had diſcharged the debt, 


if it had rea:h'd only to thoſe, it had not been ſo 
much : it isnot ſo much, ſaies Ezek:ah, for the ſhadow 
to go forward in the Dial, bur for the ſhadow to go 


| backward ſo many degrees, that holds forth a-deal of 
| the mighty power of God to his conviction ; and fo 


the blood of Chrift goes backward ſo many years to 


| themthat lived in the beginning of the world, before 


the price was aRually paid: O the infinite vertue 


| and efficacy that is in this blood of Chriſt 1 Ob, know. 
{ what ſtrong ground of conſolation there 1s in this, to 


you that are Believers now under the Goſpel :- 1t ic 


| reach'd fo far, if it went backward, if it went as far as 

| Enoch, to open the gate of Heaven tohim, how much 
| More ſhall this reach you that are believers under the 
| Goſpel, thar live directly under the efficacy of the 


blood of Jeſus Chriſt. God bad Evnoch welcom for 
this blood that was to beſhed ; if he ſet the door open to 
him, when the price was not actually paid,oh how much 


more ſhall God bid the Saints welcom, to come in the 
Uu name 
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name of ſuch a Saviour that was dead, 1s riſen and 
'afcended, now 1o fic at the right-hand of God, and 
preſent the efficacy of his blood for ever > Oh1 how 
may this be improved, and what (ſweet lives might 
Chriſtians lead, and with what a ful] wind might they 
fail, and lanch forth into the Ocean of Eternity, when 
they liv: diretlyunder the efficacy of ſuch a blood as this 
is, that reach'd ſo far backward,even as far as Enoch ? 
for it was by veriue of this blood that Enoch was ſaved, 

Bur further, It's faid, God took him - That pbraſe 
implics three things. 

1. Firſt of al}, That Enoch was taken up into a ſtate 
of Communion with God, of near Communion with | 
God, God took, him, God took him to himſelf. He 
had walked with God whilſt he was upon earth, but he 
was not taken up into neireſt Communion until now ;- 
che Saints in heaven are taken intonteheft Communion ; 
their Communion here upon earth is interrupted many 
times, God comes now andthen and pivcs a poor ſoul a 
viſir, but they are not taken in into God till ſuch time 
as God removes the Mount of this viſible world : they 
| arehere put out to School, God will give them good 
education, he wilt bring them up for heaven ; and 
rherefore it is not alwatecs that they have their Fathers 
Preſence, now and then God comes and vifits them : 
Þut there is another life mm which God {hall rake his 
people to himſelf, he (hall ſend for his Children home, 
and then they ſhall be for ever with the Lord, I ſay, for 
ever with the Lord ; Whilſt we are here, fates the Apo- 
ftle, we are abſent from the | ord ; Whilſt we are in 
the body, we are abſent from the | ord and therefore no 
wonder why the Saints are breathing ſo much after that 
other life, i ooking for, and haftning after the ap- 
peara'ice of Chriſt,becauſe they are not taken in till then, 


here they are ſtrangers, and here they are abſent from 
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the Lord in a great meaſure, though they walk with 
God as Enechd'd, yet he will not take them inco thac 
neareft Communion, til] they cometo end this life. 

2, But again, Secondly, As it doth denote a ſtate of 
near Communion which ihe Saints enj3y in heaven, fo 
« doth hold forth thac fulneſs of light, life and glory 
that the Saints ſhall there enjoy : God took him, he was 
taken into Ged, taken up to the enjoyment of the ful- 
neſs that is in God ; here they are narrow veſlcls, and 
are not capable of receiving much, bur there the ſouls 
of his Saints ſhall be taken into God, and fo ſhall be 
filled with his fulneſs. Believers here walk with God , 
and God doth dwell in them, but ſo long as they dwell 
below, they don't dwel] ſo much in God : but there 
is atime a coming when they ſhall dwell wholly in God, 
they ſhall be taken up into that fulneſs ; they (hall be ag 
ſo many veſſels that are caſt into the Qcean thac {Hh Il be 
filled ; every one ſhall be filled fullto the brim : I ſay, 
this holds forth that phraſe of fulneſs of glory that the 
Saints do enjoy in Heaven, God took, him, and he was 
taken into God. 

3. Again, Thirdly, It holds forth an a& of free 
grace which was put forth towards Enoch as well as 
orhers :. God took him, or reccived him, and tore- 
ceive, it holds forth the free grace of God ; Enoch 
walked with God, but he was not taken for his walking, 
not becauſe he had walked fo and ſo with God in bis 
Generation, he was not therefore taken, bur he was 
received; it was free-grace received him « My Bre- 
thren,T beſeech youthen know, what you can only pled 
before God, though you have walked wich God never 
ſo long in your Generation, yet you can'c at laft plead 
to be taken up becauſe you have walked with God 
Alas | the Lord ſees ſo many flips, ſo many ſtumblings, 
ſo many falls, there's ſo much crookedneſs in the "my 
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of the heart, in the way of the converſation, even in 
the beſt of Saints, that if the Lord ſhould ;udge them 
according to their walkings, they were undone : thoſe 


Hypocrites plead a great deal, when they cried, Lord, 
1 ord, have we not Propheſied in thy Name, and in 


thy Name have caſt out Devils, and done many won-= 


ders, and yet Chriſt bids them depart for he knew 
them not ; there is no pleading of works, there 1s no 

pleading of worthineſs, and of the creatures righte- 
ouſnels, when the creature comes to ſtand before 
Chriſt ; if you could walk with God as many years as 
Enoch did, yet at the end of your walk, at the end of 
your courle, you muſtlay down all, and be willing to 
enter in as ſinners, that is, at the door of ,free-grace, 
notthrough any door of your own works or righte- 
ouſneſs. 

And again, How does this call upon the people of 
God to be exceeding careful to receive Chriſt ?. Oh ! 
receive him freely, he receives you freely here, and he 
will receive you freely hereafter : how are you en- 
g2ged to receive him freely, to cloſe fully with him, 
and; with the tenders of life and grace, of righteoul- 
neſs and holineſs, which are held forthin and through 
bim? Receive Chriſt freely, and receive the Word of 
Chriſt freely, though it be never ſo contrary to flelh and 
blood, though it crofſes your beloved lufts, though it 
crols your profits, though it croſs your delights, though 
it be. the Word and Truth for which you muſt ſuffer ; 
yer, oh why ſhould not you receive. Chriſt and his 
Word freely, leeing he will receive you ſo freely ano+ 
ther day? He won't be aſhamed to take his people and 
ro own them before all the world, theſe are mine, my 
Jewels; and if Chriſt won't be aſhamed of you, oh 
what a ſhame 1s it that you ſhould either be aſhamed or 


afraid to receive him and his Word, and his Truth, and | 


[0 
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to hold it forth in a time of oppoſition and ſuffering 
The free-grace of God in receiving his people at laſt, 
. is a mighty engagement unto them, now to receive 
Chriſt, and every word of Chriſt, whilſt they are 
in this Pilgrimage, where God hath fet them to bezr up 
his name in the world, But, 

Further, God took Enoch : When was Enoch taken ? 
When he had lived three hundred ſixty and five years, 
that you find inthe Chapter to be the term of his life, 
. three hundred fixty and five years: if you compare 
the years of Enoch with the years of others, of the 
holy men that lived in that Generation, you ſhall find 
his life exceeding ſhort ; his father lived above nine 
hundred and fixty years, and his ſon eMathuſalem 
lived longer ; yea, all the time of all the Patriarcts 
' (there ) in this Chapter, even amongſt them all, 
Enoch was the ſhorteſt liver : a holy man, a gracious 
man, and one that was moſt eminent in his Generati- 
on, and none there was that walked with God in his 
Generation as Enoch did, and yet Enoch's daies are 
| ſhortened , I ſay, ſometimes the Lord ſhortens the 
. dates of his Children, that have walked and lived with 
him in an abundance of love and mercy. 

You will ſay, What time is that? and when is it a 
mercy > When does God ſhorten the daies of his ſcr- 
vants in love ? 

I. Firſt of all, God bath ſome of his ſeryants thor 
| lie under great preſſures, their combatings are extraor- 
dinary, and ſometimes he ſhortens the term of their 
life in mercy and love. We ſhall conſider choſe parti- 
cular combats which ſome of the Lords people are in 
| an extraordinary manner exerciſed with, and ſome- 


times in pity, mercy and love the Lord ſhortens their 
daies on earth, As, 


u 3 r. Firſt, 


*% 


> 
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1. Firſt, There is ſome of Gods ſervants that have. 
extraordinary warrings with corruptions within them, 
1 ſay, with corruptions within them, -and this proves 
a moſt heavy burden to them, and makes their vexy 
|:yes uncomfortable, a continual burden to them ; Oh, 
theſe daughters of F:th were a continual vexation un- 
ro Rebecea;, the Apoſtle Paul was a man able to bear 
much, and he bore a great deal of affliction which he 
met withal in his Pilgrim ge, that he could rejoice in 
afflictions, and glory in tribulations, they were no- 
thing io him ; but when he comes to combate with fin, 
oſt and corruption that was within him, he was forc'd 
to cry out, to cry our for help; he could rejoice in 
other afflition, but herein he could not rejoice; O m- 
ſerable man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from this 
body of death ? 1 ſay, ſome haveextracrdinary com- | 
þatings with corruption more than others ; Oh theſe ©U .q 
Monſters ! as ſoon as one head is cut off another ſprings 


m; 
up in the room, never at peace, the war 1s never at an Fs 
end ; the Lord ſhortens their warfare in that. E 


2, Again, Secondly, God hath ſome of his ſer- 
vants that are extraordinarily imployed with temprati- ' 
on 3 oh they are hunted up and down, and continual- 


3. Apain, Thirdly, Some of Gods ſervants are in 
extraqrdinary affliions all their daies, above all the 
men in the world they are moſt afflicted , 1 ſay, the 
way that God leads ſome of his ſervants to heaven, is a 


very 


ly baited, baited with Sxrans moſt horrible,temptati- g 
ons ; winds and ftorms are ever beating, fiery darts G 
are everthrownin ; before one wound 1s healed ano- i 
ther is given : Well, the Lord looks out from Heaven, F 
he looks down, he ſees the combate, and many 1i:tes 1 
he makesthis the way of deliverance, he puts out his 
hand, he takes his poor ſervants to himſelf, and ſo de- 
livers them from the baitings of $atans temptations. , 
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very dark and narrow lane, and they ſee more affl.Ri- 
on than al] their Neighbours : in { am, 3 1, well fates 
the Prophet there, / am the man that have ſeen af- 


fiftion; I am the man that have ſeen affiittion, that's 


no great matter, who hath not ſecn affliction ? Isthar 
ſuch a matter for the Propher to complain of, that he 
had ſeen afflition? Ay, bot bis portion was extraordi- | 
nary, he had ſeen more than all others in bis time, and 
therefore complains as if he alone had been the man 
thit had ſeen affliction; Well, when afflitions are 
very great and of long con!tnuance, God hath trained 


up ſome of his ſervants in this way in this School , yea, 


he many times ſhortens their. jcurney in love, But you 
will fay, | 

Objeft., Could not God deliver them ſome other 
way ? Could not God reſcue them out of the hands of 


afflition, and deliver them from temptation , and 


make them conquerours over their luſts and corrupti- 
ons ? But muſt he ſhortcn their lives by it, and nv 
other way ? 

Anſw. Why Beloved, we muſt know this, the Lord 
ſees it beſt, and he knows it is needtul for them to come 
to him in this narrow way, and they could nor be with- 
out thoſe afflitions and warrings of luſts, and wih- 
out thoſe temprations, and it's the beſt way, infinite 
wiſdom ſees it the beſt way to lead them to bimſelf, and 
to glory ; And therefore when the caſe is thus, that the 
Lord ſees it ſo needful, that ſo long as they are in the bo- 
dy,they ſhould be in theſe conflits,aMiQtions,and tewp- 
tations, then the Lord ( ſometimes ) ſees it beſt ty 
{horten ſome of their daies to bring them unto bim- 
ſelf. But you muſt take this caution : Take heed you 
don': limit the Lord to this way, for though God doth 
take many of his ſeryants this way by death, yer, I 
fay, they ought not to limit the holy one of Jſroch. 
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Let not them ſay as Job, Wherefore ws life given to 
a man that & 1n affittion? Wherefore 1s life givento 
a mu whoſe way 5 hid? For if God continues life in 
aflicted conditions, he ſees good reaſon for it; and 
thereſare, I ſay, you may not abſslutely deſire death 
becauſe of your affliction, becauſe of your temprati- 
ens, becaule of your buſfettings ; not abſolutely ro 
{imic Godin this way of deliverance, for though God 
doth uſethis way many times, yet he will not be con- 
fined to it, 

And though the Lord doth keep you in affliſtion, he 
ſees it is for his honour, it js for his own glory ; that 
he may ſhew his power and goodneſs, his wiſdom in 
dirc&ting you, hi; power in ſupperting you, in ſtreng- 
thening you, in delivering yov, and in making you able 
to hold out in ſuch difhculr aflited condittons ; the 
Lord can find many waies of deliverance ; thcrefore 
don't ſay you, Lora, take away my life, mY affutti- 
on 15 preat, 1 ice no way how 1 ſhall come out cf it 3 
this is ſinful ; for God hath many waties, Ilay, God 
chooſes this way ſometimes to'free his people from all 
their corruption and temptations, he ſhorcens their 


lives, and that in abundance of love, 


2. Again, Secondly, God ſometimes doth ſhorten 
tae dairs of his fervants in love, when they live in evil 
times, times in which iniquiiy doth abound, then God 
fetches home m3ny of his ſervants inlove : Ir was a 
very corrupt time that Excchlived in, The world was 
corrupt and filled with violence, and there{ore it was 
in love to Enech that God ſhortened his courſe : the 
Lord kn: ws how affiicive it is, for his ferv»nts to live 
in an evil world, Wo & me, faies the Pſulmiſt, chat [ 
am conſirained to ſojourn in NMeſech, and to dwell in 
the Tentsof Keaar, Pia, 120 5. That righteous ſoul 
was vexed, Wo # me, &c, Nay, the Lord conſigers 
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that poſſibly his own people may be carried down the 
ſtream through the ſtrength and violence of the cor- 
ruption, of the times, that they may bedrawn aſide 
from their tedfaſtneſs, it's poſtible that even they may 
be corrupted, even Gods own people may be corrupted, 
in a corrupt Generation : the Lord conſiders this, and 
therefore many times he takes them away in an abun- 
darice of 'Jove and mercy. When the Thiftles and 
Nettles do {o incloſe the Lilies, that they binder their 
Erowth, and communicare of their 11] ſavour unto 
them, then the Lord ſees it's high time ro remove, to 
cranſplant his Lilies into a better ſoil. And that's 4 
ſecond Particular why the Lord doth ſhorten the daies 
of his ſervants, it 1s when they live in a very corrupt 
and fi aful Generation, that doth both af. Q them and 
endanger them, 
3. Again, Thirdly, Sometimes God ſhortens the 
daies of his ſervants in love ; that they may not ſee 
when great deſolations are coming, either upon their 
friends, their relations, their families, or upon the 
Kingdom they live in : the Lord in mercy calls home 
thoſe that do walk faithfully with him : and thus ir 
was with Feroboam's child in 1 Kings 14, 13. Jere- 
boam's child was 'taken away, you have the reaſon 
given there, becauſe great deſolation is coming upon 
the Family, God threatens there by the Prophet, that 
he would not leave one pcrſon alive, and this child 
ſhall go to kis Grave in peace, Becauſe ſome good thing 
was found in him towards the Lord God of Iſrael; 
ſome good thing was found in him when the family was 
corrupt, and therefore God would not have him to ſee 
what delolation he would bring upon the family : And 
fo when God brings deſolation upon Kingdoms and 
Nations , he ſometimes calls home his own people. 
Soed Kino Toftab, a gracious man, was cut of be- 
times, 
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times, becauſe the Lord was about to bring deſolation 
upon 7udah : 2 great and feariul Captivity which came 
preſently aiter, when he was gone ; but he feared the 
Lord , and was fearful when the Word of the Lord 
came to lim, and therefore God took him that he 
might not ſee that deſoJation with his eyes, that ſad de- 
ſolation, that God would bring upon 7a4ah. And fo 
ſajes the Prophet, 1/a. 57. 1. he gives this as a reaſon 
why God takes away ſome of his fervants betimes, The 
righteous periſheth, and no man layeth it to heart, and 
the merciful man « taken away, none conſidering that 
the righteous are taken away from the evil to come - 
When evil and deſolation is about te come upon a place 
or a Kingdom, why then God takes away many righte- 
ous and merciful men. The Husbandman, when he 
ſees a ſtorm 15s a coming, he makes haſte to gather in his 
Corn, elpecially, that which is moſt ready to ſhake, 
that which is moſt like to take harm by the wer, that 
he'll in withall: And thus the Lord doth with his, 
when he ſees great deſolation, that may even ſhake 
thoſe that are his own. 

4. Fourthly, God rakes way ſome of his ſervants 
that he may prevent their uneven walking, and their 
declining and turning atide frombim : the Lord loves 
ro take his ſervants when they are at the beſt, he pulls 
the Roſe when it's moſt ſweet ; ſometimes the Lord 
ſees many of his ſervants, that if they ſhould ftand 
fonger they would decline and grow worſe , ſad expe- 
Tience doth teach it, now therefore it is that the Lord 
rakes them at the fit time, that he may prevent that diſ- 
honoyr, that otherwiſe might be brought to his name, 
if he ſhould ſuffer them to ſtand longer in the world, 
they might: happily blurr their profeſſion, they mighr 
diſhonour - God, they might harden their own hearws,; 
and therefore the Lord loyes ta take them when rhey 
are 
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are fully ripe : and when he ſees ſuch a one ready to 
decline and grow worſe, and toloſe of Is ſweerneſs, 
and of his ſavour, it may blurr the name of God, 
diſhonour him in the world ; why,the Lord to prevent 
all this, takes away ſometimes ſuch a ſervant of his 
in abundance of love and mercy : and ſo he took away 
Aſa, and ſo Fehoſaphat, they were good men, but they 
began to decline in their old dates; Aſa was a good 
man, . his heart was perfeR, it 1s the Teftimony that 
God gives of him, all his daies ; but he went and de- 
clined, he went and relied onthe arm of fleſh « when 
the Prophet tells him of it, he was angry with the Pro- 
phet, he impriſons the Prophet, and he began to ſmite 
the ' people, and God ſmites Aſa with a. diſeaſe in 
his feet, and ſo took him away ; and it was beſt for 
Aſa that he was taken away before a further declining : 
and ſo Fehoſapbat did take part with a wicked King, 
and the Lord did ſhorten his daies in abundance of love. 
5. Again Fifthly, God will ſhorten the daies of 
his ſervants, when they are enabled ro do muchin a 
little time; when he hath cauſed them to run amain 
after himſelf, to follow him hard, and ſo through his 
orace have done the work of their Generation in alinle 
tine, then the Lord ſhortens the dates of their dwelling 
in the body in abundance of love : when their work is 
dane, the ſooner their work is done, the {ooner they 
arc at reſt; the Lord will not keep his people longer 
from their reſt than needs muſt, he knows that their 
daies are as the daies of an Hireling, as Fob ſpeaks, 
full of labour, full of royl, and lull of trouble, full of 
diſquietneſs and hurryings, no reſt ; therefore ſo ſoon 
as ever they have donetheir work, God takes them, - 
he loves to have his children bettered, he won't put 
them to School longer than needs muſt, when he bath 
rained chem up for heayen, he preſently ſends for them 
l home, 
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home, he hath longing deſires to ſee them : Chriſt 
would have all his children round about him, and there- 
fore when he hath cauſed them to do his work in a little 
time, he will then ſend for them, Thar where I am, 
you may be alſo ;, I am gone to prepare a place for you, 
ani 1 will come again and receive you to glory, It ſhews 
how the Lord Chriſt doth haſten, he hath longing de- 
fires to ſeethem, IT am gone away, and I come again as 
ſoon as ever the work is done, he will not ſtay a mi- 
nure when he hath fitted glory for them, and fitted 
them for glory, 1 will come; Ile come again and 
take you to my ſelf, he longs forthem,and cauſes their 
hearts alſo to be breathing mightily after him ; and 
therefore they ſhall not be abſent from the Lord longer 
than needs muſt, but when he hath cauſed them to do 
the work of their Generation, he will take them away 
in abundance of love and mercy. There are ſome Ob- 


je&tions to Anſwer,as concerning long life as a bleſling, 
but ſo much for this time. | 
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And Enoch walked with God, and he was not, 
for God took him. 6-4 


E was. not, for God took, him, 1 opened 
the phraſe ro you the laft day, God took 
him co Communion with: himſelf, ro: near 
Communion ; the Saints whilſt inthe body. 

are at a diftance from God, Whilſt we are preſent 11: 

the body, we are abſent from the Lord, laith the Apo- 

file; though God donow and chen viſit chem, yet for 
the moſt part they are abſent from God : they are put 
out to School, and here God wall. have his people 
trained up for Heayen,. but when that change comes 
which is ſpoken. of , 'why then, God is ſaid to take 
them, he takes them home, he rakes them into nigheſt 
fellowſhip and: communion with himſelf : For God 
took bim; the phraſe bolds forth that fulneſs of glory 
which the Saints are.tranſlated out of this world into ; 

God dwells here inthem, but they dwell in God; they 

here are depreſſed in their ſpirits through the weight of 

corruption , it'r but & little they are able ro hold of 

God; Ay, but in Heaven there God takes EF; 0 

takes 
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takes them in rohimſelf, Well dorre good and faithful 


ſervant, enter into the joy of thy. Maſter, enter into 


i; they thall be as ſo many yeffels that are caſt into 
fulncſs of love, life and glory, they ſhall be filled full 
tothebrim; God took, hims, It holds forth alſo the 
freen:ſs of prace in receiving in any ; eventhe beſt 
muſt enter in at this door of free-grace, and no other- 
wiſe : though Enoch had walkcd with God ſo many 
years, three hundred ſixty and five, yer it's free-grace 
if God will receive Enoch at laſt , there are ſo many 
flips, ſo many failings, there are ſo many declinings, 
ſo many turnings aſide, there is ſo much crookedneſs 
in the walks of the beſt of the Saints, that if God 
ſhould deal with them in the rigour of his Juſtice, be 
might refuſe them , and therefore it's grace, it's free- 
Srace that they are received, there's no other door they 
are tO enter in at, I alſo conſidered (the laſt rime ) 
when it was that Efoch was taken, when did God take 
him 2 After he had lived three bundred fixty and five 
years, which was a ſhorctime, a very ſhorctime in that 
Ape, when the Pairiarchs lived ſeven hundred, eight 
hundred, nine hundred, almoft a thouſand years, 
Enoch a gracious man, onethat walked with God, and 
yet he lived not half the years of thoſe Generations, 
and of his ſon that came after him : God many times 
ſhortens the daies of his ſeryants in love. 1 told you 
what are thoſe times in which he ſhortens the dates of 
his ſervants in love and mercy, 

I, Firſt, When their lives are full of extraordinary 
warrings, when more than ordinary burdens are laid 
upon them : ſome bave fiercer combatings with Satans 
temptations than others, and ſome have heavier bur- 
dens both of corruptions, and of afflictions than 
others, 1 am a man that have ſeen affliction, lates Fe- 
rewiah ; as if none beſides. him had ſeen affliction ; 

now 
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now many times God ſhortens the dates of his ſervants 
in love, when their combatings have been extraordi- 
nary with corruptions and temptations, and the bur- 
den of their affliction heavy , it's true, the Lord could - 
deliver them ſome other way, open ſome o:her way 
beſides the door of the Grave, he could make them 
conquerours : but the Lord in wiſdom ſees it beſt for 
ſome of his ſervants, ſo long as they are inthe body ; 
in this condition it's needful for them ſo long as they 
are in the body to be grappling: With their corruptions 
and temptations, fightings and buffetings ; and there- 
fore you ought not to call for death becauſe of your af- 
fictions, and becauſe of your temptations, for the 
Lord is pleaſed many times in wiſdom, to take this way 
to bring in full deliverance to his ſervants. And, 

2. Secondly, When his ſervants live in a very evil 
time, .in a corrupt Generation, then the Lord is pleaſed 
to ſhorten the dates of his ſervants in love ; It was a 
corrupt time that Erech lived in; before the Flood 
the earth was degenerated, and violence covered 
the face of the earth before the Flood came, and 
then it was mercy for Enoch to be taken away be- 
times; the Lord knows what a burden it 1s for his ſer- 
vants to live at ſuch a time when wickedneſs abounds, 
and ſo the Lord delivers many of his (ſervants by fhor- 
tening of their courſe. Again, 

3. Thirdly, When great Judgements are coming 
upon them, eitber upon their Families , or upon 
the Kingdom and place that they live in, God hath 
then (ſometimes) ſhortened the dates of bis fervants : 
as God when he intended to bring deſtruction upon 
Jeroboam's Family, then cut ſhort the daies of one 
of his Children, Becauſe ſome good thing was found 
in him towards the Lord God of Iſrael , God 
cur them off every man, but he went to his grave 

1n 
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in peace, that he might not ſee that deſolation : and fo 
good 7oſiah, when he was young, the Lord was pleaſed 
ro take away him, becauſe of that Captivity which 
preſently came upon the Jews after his being taken 
away. ' And, ao 

4. Again, Fourthly, The Lord doth ſhorten the 
dajes of his ſervants, not becauſe the ſeed of Faith 
ſhould periſh, that doth abide for ever : 1have prayed 
for thee, that thy Faith fail not ,, Ay, but the actings 
of their Faith may decline, and Chriſtians may grow 
dead, and loſe their firſt love, may fail off, and they 
may fall into Scandals, and a blurr to their Conſcience 
and profeſſion ; now many times, the Lord to prevent 
this doth ſhorten the dates of ſome of his ſervants : As 
L gave Inſtances of King Fehoſaphat ; and Aſa began 
tro impriſon and to oppoſe, and he n.1ghr have done a 
preat deal of evil, but God ſmites himwith a diſeaſe 
in his feer, and he died, and it was 1n love to his foul. 
Bur again, A ES Th 79 

5- Fiſthly, God loves his ſervants, and therefore 
wherthey have done much in alittletime, and long for 
his appearance, O ! when ſhall I come and appear be- 
fore thee? So he calls alike for them, he hath longing 
deſires to ſee them 3; when they have dane the wor of 
their Generation, he will take themto himſelf in abun- 
dance of love and mercy, FR AE RE | 

Ovjett, But you will ſay, Is not longlife a bleſling ? 
Hath not God promiſed to give long life to his ſervants, 
in Prov. 10. 27. The fear of the Lord prolongeth 
dates; and fo ſee what Fob ſajes, Fob 5. 27. Thon ſhalt 
come to thy Grave in a full age, like to a Shock. of 
Corn brought inin good ſeaſon : Now how 1s this pro- 
miſe made good, that God takes away. ſome of his (er- 
vants in the midſt of their dates? How then do they 


come to the fulneſs of their daies a5 in age,as a Shock of 


Corn 


be. 
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Corn in its full ſeaſon > To this I may anſwer indiyers 
things, which you may lay up for your fatisfacion. 

1: Firft of al), This may ſeem to be an Old Teſta. 
ment Promiſe, the Promiſe of the Old Feftamemt or 
Old Covenant ; jor b<fure the coming of Jeſus Chriſt, 
God walked more 1n this way of temporal promiſes, 
and temporal blc{lings z and hzpptly though there may 
come a time again when God ſhall walk inthis way,and 
eve out both remporal and ſpiritual, yer now Gods 
preſent diſpenſation finee the coming of Jeſus Chriſt in 


| the fleſh, it's more ſpiriual, he gives out more ſpirituals 


and leſs of remporals, he gives out more of his own gio- 
ry which he hth pleaſed to reveal in and through Jcius 
Chriſt; and that which he gives out now unto his ſer- 
vants in ſpirituals, may abundantly recompence the ab- 
ſence of all temporal mercies whatſoever, Burt, 

2, Again, Secondly, Thattheſe Promiſes are con- 
dicional ; all outward promifes, promiſes of riches and 
honour, of health and children, and promiſes of long 
life, theſe areall conditional, God hath not promiſed 
them abſolutely, bur wich this limitation, fo far as he tn 
infinite wiſdom and fatherly love and care, (hall ſce to 
be good for them; ſo far the Lord will fulfill any, yea 
all thoſe temporal promiſes which aregiven out, ſo far 
as the Lord ſhall ſee to be good for them 3 and there- 
fore if the Lord dothrake away his ſervants, any of 
his ſervants betimes in the midſt of their dates, and 
don't give out theſe bleſſings of long life, 1t's becauſe. 
the Lords ſees it's beſt for them : they are ſtrangers 


here, and it's not good for them that they ſhould be 


long from home , he ſees it in his wiſdom, 1 ſay, 
to be beſt for them, becauſe their daies are evil, it's 
mercy that their daies are few: God in wiſdom put 
both theſe together, few and evil; ſaies o'd Facovin 
Gen, 47+ 9. Few and evil have the daies of the a” 
X 0 
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of my life been, and I have not attained unto the daiey 
of the years of the life of my Fathers, in the aaies of 
their Pilgrimage : few and evil,the Lord ſees it's good 
that they ſhou Id be few, becauſe they are evil. In Fob 
14.1. eM an that u born of a woman, us of few 
daies and full of trouble ; what a mercy is it that God 
ha:h put theſe rogether, few dates and full of trouble ! 
he is full of trouble, trouble'from within, and trouble 
from without ; he is troubled with corruption, tempta- 
tion, aff'Qion, with the fin of others, with the dif- 
honour that is brought to God in the world : now 
when he is full of crouble, it's mercy that his dates are 
few. That's aſecond Anſwer, 

3. But again, Thirdly, I muft ſay to that ObjcAi- 
on concerning the promiſe of long life to the Saints, 
that this promiſe is made good to a gracious man or 
woman 3 when God takes them away they are full of 
daies, he ſhall dic in a full age,ſaies Job, Full of dates; 
why, a gracious man is full of daies, becauſe he is full 
of grace ; he 1s full of holineſs,and goodneſs,and there. 
fore he hath filled up his dates. A wicked man when 
God cnts him off, he is never full of dates, in this re- 
ſpe his daies are empty, his daies are full of vanity, 
full of fan, they are ſpent as a ſhadow z but a gracious 
man is {ull of goodneſs, he 1s fully ripe, he 1s ripe for 
heaven, heis ripe for the grave at that time when God 
cuts him down, for he 1s Gods Husbandry, God won't 

ur down his Corn before it be ripe, if he cut off be- 
times, he ripens betimes, he will cauſe them to fulfill 
their daies, God will fill their daies full of grace and 
holineſs, 

4. Apain, Fourtbly, We may ſee that this promiſe 
1s made good, for a gracious man hath enough of life, 
when God calls him io die he hath enough of life ; fo 


that he is not taken away before his time, why, be- 
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cauſe he hat!) enough of life : Jr is exon2h, (ates the 
Prophet, Lord tt 15 enough, thercfure take me away 
Iam no better than ny Fathers; even ſo God caulceth 
his p:ople to lay, though he takes them away beumes, 
yet they 't all lay, Lord ir & enough, T have enough of 
life, 1 haye enough of the world, I ſre noihing de- 
firable here, nothing that may provoke me to live 
longer here, and therefore if the Lord ſay, Ir is 
enough, he'll ſay 1i's enough roo, Bit this won't the 
wicked man, he will never ſay he hath enough : ler 
him live an hundred years, twice, thrice told, yet he'll 
never have enough : therighreous come to the Grave, 
but the wicked is dragg d and haled to his Grave, he 1s 
not a Volunteer to his Grave, And therefore here is 
the promiſe made good, if God fatisfie the hearis of 
his people, and enable ihem to ſay, Lord I have enough, 
enough of the world here, and if thou pleaſeftTo ex- 
pire my daies, I can ſay, 1 have enough , IT have 
enough, 

5- Fifihly, Again, The time of the full accompliſh- 
ment of this promiſe of long lite to be given out 15 not 
yet come; there's a diy when it ſhal] be given out, 
when it ſhall be mercy tolive long, when God ſhall 


give out long life : there ſeems to be ſuch a thing ſpoken 


of ; it 1s Prophefied by the Prophet 1/aiab, Iſa. 65.22. 
this Prophecie relates to the end of the world, ihe Jat- 
ter dates when there ſhal] be a great reftauration of ihe 
world, andof all things, they ſhall not be cur off in 
the midſt of their dates as formerly , fſaies Gol, They 
ſhall not build, and another inhabit. they ſhall not build 
houſes, and be cut off before they can build ; they ſhall 
not plant, and another eat, for as the dates of a tree, 
are the daies of my people, and mine elett ſhall long 


enjoy the works of their hands : they ſhall be as the 


long-liv'd Oaks; this promiſe God will fulfil before 
X 2 the 


- & 0.4 OA D- 17 Con GET OR. COA BW. LSD 9 
_ 


2338 Enoch's reſ# with God. 

of my life been, and Ihave not attained unto the daiet 
of the years of the life of my Fathers, in the aaies of 
their Pulgrimage : few and evil,the Lord ſees 1t's good 
that they ihou Id be few, becauſe they are evil. In ob 
14.1. eM an that 1 born of a woman, 15 of few 
daies and full of trouble; what a mercy is it thar God 
ha:h put theſe together, few daies and full of trouble! 
he is full of trouble, trouble'from within, and trouble 
from without ; he 1s troubled with corruption, tempta- 
t10n, af/Rion, with the {in of others, with the dif. 
honour that is brought to God in the world : now 
when he is full of rrouble, it's mercy that his dates are 
few. That's aſecond Anſwer, 

3. But again, Thirdly, 1 muſt ſay to that ObjcAi- 
on Concerning the promiſe of long life to the Saints, 
that this promiſe is made good to a gracious man or | 1h1 
woman ; when God takes them away they are full of © bi: 
daies, he ſhall dic in a full age,ſaies Fob, Full of daies; © en 


why, a gracious man is full of daies, becauſe he is full pi 
of grace ; he is full of holineſs,and goodneſs,and theres. en 
fore he hath filled up his dates. A wicked man when 
God cnts him off, he 1s never full of dates, in this re- N 
ſpe his daies are empty, his daies are full of vanity, V1 
full of fin, they are ſpent as a ſhadow z but a gracious W 
man is {ul of goodneſs, he is fully ripe, he is ripe for g 
beaven, heis ripe forthe grave at that time when God 0 
cuts him down, for he is Gods Husbandry, God won't tt 
1: down his Corn before it be ripe, if he cut off be- [ 
times, he ripens betimes, he will cauſe them to fulfili V 
their daies, God will fill cheir daies full of grace and t 


holineſs, 


4. Apain, Fourtbly, We may ſee that this promiſe þ 
15 made good, for a gracious man haih enough of life, 7 
when God calls him io die he hath enough of life, ſo | + 
that he is not taken away before his time, why, be- | 
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cauſe he hath enough of life ; Jr is exon2h, (aies the 
Prophet, Lord it is enongh, therefore take me away 
Tam no better than ny Faibersz evento God caulcih 
his p:ople to fay, thouph he tikes them away beumes, 
yet they 't all tay, Lord ir # enough, I] have enougn of 
life, 1 have enough of the world, I ſe no:hing de- 
ſirable here, noinng that may provoke me to live 
longer here, and therefore if the Lord ſay, Jr 7s 
enough, het] ſay 1's enorgh too. Bit this won't the 
wicked man, he will never fay he hath enough : ler 
him live an hundred years, twice, thrice told, yet he'll 
never have enough : therighreaus come tothe Grave, 
but the wicked 1s dragg 4d and haled to his Grave, he 1s 
not a Volunteer to his Grave, And therefore here 1s 
the promiſe made good, if God farisfie the hearis of 
his people, and enable them to ſay, Lord I have enough, 
enough of the world here, and if thou pleaſeft to ex- 
pire my daies, I can ſ:y, 1 have enough , I have 
enough, 

5- Fifihly, Again, The time of the ful} accompiiih- 
ment of this promiſe cf long lite to be given out 15 not 
yet come; there's a d:y when It {hail be given out, 
when ir ſhall be mercy tolive long, when God ſhall 
give out long life ; there ſeems 10 be ſuch a thing ſpoken 
of ; it 1s Prophefied by the Prophet Iſaiah, I/a. 65.22. 
this Prophecie relates to the end of the world, ihe Jat- 
ter dates when there ſhall be a great reſtauration of ihe 
world, andof all things, they ſhailnot be cur off in 
the midſt of their dates as formerly ;, fſ3ies God, They 
ſhall not build, and another inhabit. they ſhall not build 
houſes, and be cut off before they can build ; they ſhall 
not plant, and another eat, for as the dates of a tree, 
are the daies of my people, and mine elett ſhall long 
enjoy the works of their hands : they ſhall be as the 
long-liv'd Oaks, this promiſe God will fultil before 
X 2 the 
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the end, and it ſh:l] be a mercy then to live long ; 
u henihe new Jeruſalem ſhall come down from heaven, 


and when the Lamb ſhall be the light of the new Feru- 
falem, whenSatan ſhall be bound, and ſhall not ſeduce the 


Nations, and tempt thein, and when all enemies ſhall be 


-pLt under the ſoals of their teer, when Jeruſalem ſhall be 
a peaccable habitation, and a quiet reſting place, when 
there (hall be peace upon F/rael, then long life ſhall be 
a bleſiing, 

6. Sixilly and l:ftily, When God will fulfil this, * 
fhail be a tzme of che accompliſhment of the promiles , 
in tha Gd gives life and length of daies, even for 
ever and cycr ; ihereis the accomplithment of the pro- 
miſe, and therefore God is nor bchind-hand concern- 
tag this promiſe, if' he promiſe long life on earth, and 
give an eternity of hfe in heaven, the creature 1s no 
loſer if a man ſhall promi:c you a ſhilling , and when 
h- comes io pay, he [hall give you athouſand pounds, 
wili not you ſay this man 1s as good as his word ? 

The Lord haih promileda long time on earih, and an 
eiernity in heaven, you may well ſay it of him who is 
ruth it (clf, hat he will fulfil and make good his word: 

and therefore notwithRanding what may-be objxeRed, 


yei ſtill it's rrue, it's not zpainkt the promiſe ; but God. 


may in love and mercy.ſhorten the dates of his people. 
What ſhall we lcarn from this, God ſhortens the 
diies of his ſerv nis in love ? It will be uſeful to us di- 
vers wales, Why, 
Uſe 1. Firſtot all, F Li us ſee that life and death 
ts inthe hand of God, Gog hertens, Grd took, him, 
I ay, life and death 1 is in the hand of God, it's not 1n 
the band of ary creature wha: foever, My times are W 
thy hana, ſaies Davia, and He that is our God is thi 


God of Saluation , and to bim belong the ic of 
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or to cut off , Laban thought it in his power to cut off 
Facob , but he was deceived, 1i's in the hand of no 
creature to cut off the time of Gods ſervants, but ar 
the appointment of the Lord; and God dath it inlove, 
when he cuts ſhort the time of his ſervants, i:'s 1n love ; 
if any wicked man ſhall attempt any thing againſt ihe 
lives of his ſervants, that's from the malice of Hell, 
which God will avenge; and if any man ſhall attempc 
againſt his own. life, that is not without horrible ſin, 
for chovph God can cut ſhort in love, yer it thou doſt 
cur ſhort thine own life, it's not without horrible fin , - 
though indeed when God ſhortens,1i's alwates in love :; 
for what's the creature > Ah poor creature, a worm, 
that he ſhould ſtep up in the { at of God, and ſhould 
pluck the iſſues of life and death out of the band of 
God, which God doth challenge in a peculiar manner 
as his right, That's the firſt, 

Uſe 2. Secondly, It may teach us, that though 
God cut ſhortthe time of his ſcrvants in love, yet he 
may cut ſhort the time of many in wrath, 1n abun- 
dance of wrath ; when his own people are ripe for 
heayen, he reaps them, and when wicked men are 
ripe for deſtruRion, the Lord alſqy cuts them down, In 
Pſal. 55. 23. it's ſaid there of wicked men, That 
blood-thirſty and deceitful men ſhall not live out balf 
their dates; God will cut them off in wrath ; they 


ſhall live out thoſe daies that God hath determined, 
yet they ſhall not live out half their dates inthe courſe 
of nature that they might have done : and therefore 
ſee what Solomon faies in Eccleſ, 7. 17. Be » ot thou 
over-much wicked, neither be thou fooliſh, why ſhouldſt 
thou die before thy time : wickedneſs brings men to | 
end their time before the courſe of nature be extinct ; 
Oh, that wicked men would think of this, t woula 
be very ſad if their own bands (ſhould be upon them- 
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lives to bring them down : though it is mercy to the 
Saints at ſome times to be taken away early, yer when 
wicked men are cut off in the midſt of their daies, it 


3s n:.t without a great deal of diſpleaſure and wrath of 
God. That's a lecond, 


Uſe 3. Thirdly, This may reach us this Inſtruti- 


on, If God deal thus with his own people, what ſhall 
be the portion of the wicked? if this be done to the 
green tree, what ſhall become of thedry? 1f God cut 
off young Sa'n's, what ſhall become of old finners ? 


On! chai ihe hear- ay of this diſpenſation might con- 
vince ſome, anc move them to awake, and ſay, Come 
ict us eat and dr6nk, and to morrow ſhall be as thu day, 
and more abundant ;: Why do you put «ff the thoughts 
of God and Eternity to old ape, and ſpeak of re- 
t irnins to God another time? when thou knoweſt not 
what a day may bring forih, thou knoweſt not what 
may lie in the womb of to morrow ; God cuts off 
ſometimes ſome of his people in the midſt of their 
daies, and what ſhall become of you? I ſhall ſpeak on- 
ly to you in ihe words of the Ap: ſtle Fames, Fam. 
4 13. and the Lord ſet them heme to your hearts, 
Go to now, ye that ſay To aay or to morrow we will 
go into ſucn 4 City, and continue there a year, and 
buy and ſell and get gain: whereas you know not 
what ſhall be on the merrow : for what # your life ? 
He thews the vanity of the cares of this lite, and of 
viicked worldly men , they dream of a longtime, of a 
continuance, and we will ſt:;y therea yezr 5 A year, 
jaies be ? thou kfioweit nor what ro morrow may bring 
forth; thou ſateſt, Sray, we will heap goods np, and 
what knoweſt thou, O fool, but this mpht thy ſoul 
may be t:iken away? Oh 1 thar men, wicked men, and 
worldly men wouid look to rhe mfelves, and not pro- 
miſc to themſclves time for hereafier; and if this be 


done 
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done to the green tree, what will bedoneto the dry ? 
But again, 

Uſe 4. Fourthly, This may be a ground of pati- 
ence unto the ſervants of God in the midſt of al} . their 
affiRion ; In the midft of all temptations and afiRi- 
ons whatſoever ; poſſeſs your ſouls in patience 3 Why ? 
becauſe the time 1s ſhort, and if it be good for you, 
the Lord will make your dates few, becauſe they are 
evil , therefore poſſeſs: your ſouls in patience; you 
complain of your afflitions , Why? they are not for 
an Eternity, a few daie-, thoſe daies are ſhortened, if 
you ſhould live as long as they did befor? the Flood, ſe- 
ven, eight or nine hundred years, and all the time 
be tempted and afflicted ; but now for the EleQs (ſake, 
thoſe dates are ſhortened : your burden 1s but for a 
little time, your reſt is long, cherefore poſſeſs your 
ſouls with patience; O the wildom and goodnels of 
God in walking in this way, to and with his people ! 
if your afflictions had been heavy and long too, thar 
had been ſad. It is the miſery of Hell, heavy burdens 
to Ecernity isthe miſery of Hell; Ay, but Gods diſ- 
penſation to you is quite contrary, and otherwiſe , 
when your daies are evil they ſhall be few, and burfor 
a lictle while, but when joy comes, that ſhall be for 
Eternity; O the goodneſs of Gods diſpenſation ! 
few daies when they are evil, and an Eternity of daies 
when entering into the poſſeſſion of Joy : poſlcſs your 
ſouls with patience. 

5. Fifthly, Again, Will God cut off the times of 
his beſt ſervants? See and take that Counſel in 1/a. 
2.22. Ceaſe ye from man whoſe breath 1 in his no- 
ſFrils, for wherein ts he to be accounted of ? Ceale ye 
from man, from the beſt of men, for their breath is 
in their noſtrils : Ceaſe from affeting them over 
much , do not let the ſtream of your affeRions be 
X 4 any 
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I-lves to bring them down : though it is mercy tothe 
Saints at ſome times to be taken away early, yer when 
wicked men are cut off in the midſt of their daies, it 
1s n..t without a great deal of diſpleaſure and wrath of 
God. That's a {econd, 

Uſe 3, Thirdly, This may teach vs this Inftructi- 
on, If God deal ihus with his own people, what ſhall 
be the portion of tie wicked? if this be done to the 
green tree, what ſhall become of thedry? 1f God cut 


enc 


off yeung Sans, what ſhall become of old finners ? 
On! thai the hear- a ay of this diſpenſation might con- 
vince ſome, ane move them to awake, and ſay, Come 
ict 114 eat and artik, _ to morrow (ball t ve as thu ad), 

aid more abundant : Why do you pur «fie choughss 
of God and Peaks to Old age, and ſpeak of re- 
t irnins to God another time? when thou knoweſt not 
what a day may bring forih, thou knoweft not whar 
may lie in the womb of ro morrow ; God cuts off 
ſvmetimes ſome of his people in the midſt of their 
dajes, and what fhal} become of you? I ſhall ſpeak on- 
ly to you in ihe words of the Ap«ſtle Fames, Fam. 
4 13. and the Lord fect them heme to your hearts, 

Co to now, ye that ſay To day or to morrow we will 
go into ſuch 4 City, and coniirine there a year, and 
buy «ng ſell and get gain: whereas you krow mot 
what ſnall be en the merrow : for what us your life + ? 
He thews the vanity of the cares of this lite, and of 
viicked worldly men , they dream of a | jongrime, of a 
continuance, and we will [try there a ye2r 5 A year, 
jaies be ? thou kNoweſt not what to Morrow may bring 
forth; thou fateſt, Sray, we will heap goods np, and 
what K720We ſe chow; O fool, vHt thy 1p ht thy ſoul 
may be t:khen away 7 Oh |! that men, wicked men, and 
worldly men would look to rhe mſelves, and not pro- 
miſc to themſclves time for hereafter ; and if this be 


done 
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done to the green tree, what will bedoneto the dry ? 


But again, 
Uſe 4. Fourthly, This may be a ground of pati- 


ence unto the ſeryants of God in the midſt of all their 


afMiRion ; 1n the midſt of all temptations and aMiRi- 
ons whatſoever ; poſſeſs your ſouls in patience ; Why ? 
becauſe the time 1s ſhort, and if it be good for you, 
the Lord will make your dates few, becauſe they are 
evil ; therefore poſſeſs your ſouls in patience : you 
complain of your afflictions , Why? they are not for 
an Eternity, a few daie-+, thoſe daies are ſhortened, if 
you ſhould live as long as they did befor? the Flood, ſe- 
ven, eight or nine hundred years, and all the time 
be rempred and afflicted ; but now for the Eles ſake, 
thoſe dates are ſhortened : your burden 1s but for a 
little time, your reſt 1s long, cherefore poſſeſs your 
{ouls with patience; O the wildom and goodneſs of 
God in walking in this way, to and with his people ! 
if your afflitions had been heavy and long too, thar 
had been ſad. It is the miſery of Hell, heavy burdens 
to Ecernity 1sthe miſery of Hell; Ay, but Gods dif- 
penſation to you 1s quite contrary, and otherwiſe , 
when your daies are evil they ſhall be few, and but for 
a little while, but when joy comes, that ſhall be for 
Eternity; O the goodneſs of Gods diſpenſation ! 


few daies when they are evil, and an Eternity of daies 


when entering into the poſſeiſion of Joy : poſlcſs your 
ſouls with patience. 

5. Fifthly, Again, Will God cut off the times of 
his beſt ſervants? See and take that Counſel in //a. 
2.22. Ceaſe ye from man whoſe breath 1 in his no- 
fFrils, for wherein ts he to be accounted of > Ceale ye 
from man, from the beſt of men, for their breath is 
in their noſtrils ; Ceaſe from affeting them over 
much , do not let the ſtream of your affeRions be 
XA 4 any 
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any, way. inordinate, . for wherein are they to be ac-. 
counted ? Remember what the Apoſtle ſaies, The timg 


& ſhort, the faſhion of this world paſſeth away: when. 


be goes about to other things concerningthis world, 
T he time #u ſhoxt, laies he, ceaſe ye from man, and 
ceaſe from truſting in him, his breath in his noſtrils ; 
don'c lay too much weight upon any man, the Lord 
cuts ſhort the dates of the beſt of his ſervants , there. 


fore truſt not in, don't ay too much weight upon 


them, don't ſay the comfort of your lives is bound 


up in them, and you can't live comfortably withour 


them : oh, ceaſe ye from truſting in man, it's much 
better to truſt in the Lora, than to put confidence in 
man: by laying weight upen the creature you may 
break ihe creature; therefore take heed, though God 
may take away them that you truſt in, in love and 
mercy, he may ſhortentheir daies in love, yetceaſe ye 
from :ruſting in man. That's a fifth. Apaio, 

Uſe 6, Sixibly, This may teach you to take heed of 
murmuring and repining when God takes away any of 
your relations in the midſt of their years and dates ; 
Ob, how tullof carn\.l reaſonings are they ? Oh, you 
conceive it much better if they had lived longer, if 
they had lived to mans age ; what an honour might they 
have been to God, and a comfort to you if they had 
Irved longer? Thele are carnal reaſonings that ariſe 
from the fleſh ; know afſuredly thar if God ſhortened 
their dates it was in love, 1t was beſt for them that they 
were ſo taken away, taken away ar that time : why 
will you teach God ? Wil} you teach God to gather in 
his Corn, in what ſeaſon he ſhall do it > Know alſ- 
ſuredly he will take them at the beſt, he will crop them 
at the beſt ſeaſon, he loves his ſervants well, and he 
will put them off at the beft advantage, both in life and 
death : and therefore know aſſyredly that wharlocner 
carnal 


Enoch's reſt with God, 


carnal reaſon may ſay on the contrary, it was according 
to the diſpenſation of Gods love, though he takes them 
away in the midſt of their daies, That's a (ixth, 

Uſe 7. Seventhly, It may be a word of conviction 
to ſuch as have lived long, and have loſt of their for- 
mer forwardnels and zeal for God, ſuch as have lived 
rogrow worſe , lived to be ſcandalous tothe name of 
God, and to a holy profeſſion, Oh, my friends, whar 
ſhall we ſay ? But that God orders things in infinite 
wiſdom, you might ſay, peor creature, how much 
better had it been if God had taken you away before ! 
Oh ! to |.veto be a diſhonour to God, to live toloſe 
thy firſt love, and thy firſt Zeal and forwardnels for 
God,to be a ſcandal to profeſſion,oh better that you had 
been taken away at the firſt, beter that you had been 


bid in the Grave many years ago, that now your cor- 


ruption ſhould be diſcovered to the diſhonour of your 
profeſſion | and yet don't you ſay, there is no hope, 
and therefore we will wait no longer , the Lord invites 
you to return, return; oh that you would ſeek after 


Four firſt love, and firſt zeal; ſtrengthen the feeble 


ands and knees ; if the Lord ſhould come and take you 
away whilſt you arc in this condition, oh how uncom- 
fortable will ic be unto you, very uncomfortable | you 
loſe your Crown ; though Iknow ( if you have inte- 
reſtin Chriſt ) the Crown of glory is ſafe, yer there 
is a Crown which you will loſe, if you return nor 
ſpeedily tothe Lord; the Crown of a Chriftian is to 
flouriſh green,and be fruitful in old ape, fat and flouriſh- 
ing @ the Courts of the Lord ; to be freſh and ſweer, 
and to ſend forth an excepent ſavour, this is the Crown 
of a Chriſtian, and this Crown you may loſe, if death 
comes upon you whilſt you are 1n that declining condi- 
on. Oh, therefore make haſt to the Lord, pour out 
your cry continually that the Lord would be pleaſed to 
| reſtore 
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reſtore you again, and to eſtabliſh you with his free 
ſpirir, that you may be freſh, fruitful and ſweer, and 
may not be withered in time of gathering, when God 
ſhall come to pull and gather you; if you be dead and 
withered, youloſe all your ſweet ſcent. Oh, beg of 
the Lord that you may not be in that condition at that 
rime when he ſhall come to gather you into his Barn, 
That's a ſeventh. | 
Uſe 8. Eightly, Let us pray and wait for that time 
which before was ſpoken of ,when there ſhall be no dan- 
ger in long life, when long life ſhall be a mercy unto all 
the Saints, when the daies of the Lords people ſhall be 


as the dajes of a tree, and the Ele& ſhall long enjoy . 


the works of their hands; Oh, pray for the accom- 
pliſhment of that promiſe, it will be very ſweet : nog 
much ſhall the Saints pain at that time, how mu 
knowledge ? yea, how much ſhall they do for God? 
Alas! we are of yeſterday, and know nothing ; oh 
Set large experience, renewed experience : they ſhall 
grow in that day like an.Oak tree, or a Cedar; there 
ſhall be no hindrances of growth; pray and wait for 
the accompliſhment of thar, 

Uſe 9, Ninthly, This may ſupport againſt the ex- 
tream of a ſhorclife, and a long uncomfortable; Oh, 
faies the ſoul, I am preſſing after the Lord, and breath- 
ing after him, and this is my fezr, 1 ſhall be cut off be- 
fore his work be done in me. 

Fear it not, the Lord will not cut off the dates of 
\ his ſervants but in love, if it be not for thy good, it 

{hall not come unto thee : Old Simeon waited F the 

conſolations of T/rael, he might have many diſcourage- 
ments, what hopes had he to ſee Chriſt when he had 
one foor in the Grave? And yet at laſt he ſaw Chriſt 
the hope of his Salvaiion. But they may think if they 
ſhould live, they ſhould live to decay in de net 
an 


ree 


and ro £0 backward , Oh fear not, I aw perſmaded, 
neither things preſent, nor things to come, even old age, 
ſhall ſeparate you from the love of 508 2 Chriſt Feſwus : 
Though God do ſend for ſome of bis iervants, 1's no 
argument that he don't love youthough you live long, 
Mathuſalem lived nine hundred years, the reft of the 
Patriarchs were holy men as weil as others, That's 
a Ninth, 
Uſe 10, Tenthly, This may teach to covet to de- 
fre to live much, r:ther than to live long : Oh, 1a- 
bour to do much for God while ye live, to do much for 
God in the ſervice of your Generation ; What ever your 
hand finas to ao, do it with all your might  Jabour to 
redeem time, and take all ſeaſons, and all opportuni- 
ties of getting nigher God, Oh, loſe no opportunity, 
loſe no part of precious time : A Heathen couid ſay, 
There's na time paſt, but there's ſomething 1s worth 
the writing ; let no part of your precious time'be waſte 
and nothing done; time is ſhort, and therefore yau 
had need live every part of time, live every hour, and 
live every moment; rather covet to live much than 
long: Oh, labour for an eternal life, this life is ſhorr, 
in a moment God ſhortens the time of the beſt of his 
ſervants, and therefore if this time be (hort, oh labour 
for an eternal life, and do what you do for God, with 
ail your might, and with all your ſtrength. He is an 
unwiſe man that will protract time, that will do that in 
a year which he might do in a day; Oh, covet wuch, 
you have a pattern of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he lived 
not long on earth, but he did much ina little time, he 
wrought whilſt it was day, ite knew the night was 
coming 3 Chriſt did ſo, and Satan doth ſo, he knows 
his time is ſhorr, and he beſtirs bimſelf, he knows it 
muſt be now or never ; if Satan berhus wiſe for his 
Kingdom, ſhall not we that profeſs our ſelves to be 


Chrifts, 
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Chrifts, be thus wiſe in the matters of his Kingdom 2 
Here is all the time you have to work in, . oh you have 
no more working daies, work apace for God, for in 
the end of the fix daies of this life there's a reſt a 
coming ; there's no work beyond the Grave, either in 
heaven or in hell, you that are Chriſts, you ſhall 
not work after this life is at an end, your reſt comes 
then , yea, that's the time of your fitting down, this 
is the time of your walking, not the time of your reſt ; 
and ſeeing you have no more time to eternity to work 
in, there's no more working dates, be content to work 
now, be earneſtly deſirous to do all you cantolift up 
God and Chriſt, and his Kingdom, whilft you are on 
earth ; for what know you, your time is thort, and 
what know you, but that you may live even as Enoch, 
whoſe life was but half the daies of the reſt of the Pa- 
eriarchs > Thus I have (hewn you at what time Enoch 
was taken, at three hundred ſixty and five years ; 'It re- 
mains further to enquire, Wherefore did God take 
Encch away, and why he did take him away at that 
time? and wherefore Enoch was taken in that extraor- 
dinary way, both ſoul and body to Heaven ? 
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GEN. 5. the latter cad of the 24 Verſe. 


-——— And he was not, for God took him, 


Shewed you the laſt day at what time God took 
Enoch, it was vihen he had not attained to half 
the years of the reft of that Generation. -God 
\ ſometimes ſhortens the daies of his own ſervants 
in Love, TI anſwered an ObjeRion the laft day, 
Obje&+. Is not long life promiſed as a blefling to the 
Saints ? Thou ſhalt come to thy Grave im a full age, as 
a Shock of Corn in its ſeaſon; How 1s this promiſe 
made good, when God takes 2way ſome of his people 
before they have attained to half.cheir dates, that they 
: might have lived unto in the courſe of nature? I 
anſwered in many things. ; 

Anſw. 1. Firſt, That this is an Old Teſtament 
promiſe : God walked then in a way of temporal pro- 
miſes more than now in this diſpenſation under the 

| Goſpel. in which he gives out leſs temporals, and more 
ſpiricuals., Beſides, I rold you it was a conditional 
prowile ; as in all the promiſes of outward good things 
thatare madeto Gods people, the promiſes of health, 
ſtrength, riches, and honour, and of long lite: Ny 
mir 
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muſt be taken with thts limitation ; ſo far as- God in in- 
finite wiſdom ſhall ſee to be beſt for them, fo far ſhall 
he give out to them 3 andtherefore if God dotake away 
any of his people at any time, it 1s becauſe God ſees ic 
beſt for them to be taken home to himſelf, 1t 15 beſt for 
them to have a ſhort time, becauſe that their daies are 
evil, 4an that 5.born of a woman, aies Job, 15 one 
of few daies, and full of trouble ; and there1s a mer- 
cy that both theſe go together, few of daies and full of 
trouble. Beſides I anſwered, That the promiſe is made 
good, though God do take away ſome of. his people 
whilft young, yer the promiſe is. made good; they 
come tothe Gravein full age, becauſe they come tothe 
Grave full of grace, he is not cut down before he 1s 
ripe, they are not like the Corn on the houſe top that 15 
burnt up before it 1s ripe, but God can make them full 
of grace, which is a full age; and herein his promilc 
is made good. Beſides, his promiſe is made good, 
becauſe God makes them willing to leave the world 
when he calls for them ; the righteous man when God 
calls for him, he fates as Elras ſaid; Lord it i enough, 
if chou ſateſt it 1s enough that I have lived ſo long up- 
on earth, I will ſay ſo too, Lord 1 have enough of 
living here, I have enough of this world, here's no- 
thing that is deſirable, or that may draw forth my af- 
#eion to live longer, if this be the determined time of 
God. A wicked man hath never life enough, though 
heliveth a hundred years, twice told, yet he is as Sree 
dy to live longer, as at firt, but God ſatisfies the 
hearts of his ſervants, in that they have lived long 
enough, and their time is come, and chat ſatisfies them; 
and thus they have length of dates continued. And 
b:ſtdes, God doth promiſe to his people a great + paged 
ration that is to be before the end of the world ; as 
the dates of a tree, ſo ſhall the dates of my ſeryants be, 
: al 
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and mine Ele& they ſhall long enjoy the work of their 
hands ; it ſhall then be a mercy to live long, when the 
new Feruſalem ſhall come down from heaven, and 
when the Lamb ſhall be the light of it, when Satan ſhall 
be bound, and the Accuſer of the Brethren caſt out, 


and wicked men put under, when corruption ſhall be 
ſubdued, then long life ſhall be a mercy. But however 


1 anſwer, Thar it God do ſhorten our daies hcre and 


give us an Eternity in heaven, we are no loſers, bur 
God 1sas good as his word ; If a man promiſe you a 
Shilling, and ſhall at that day give you a bundred or a 
thouſand pounds, he isnot unfaithful, but he is as good 


as his word ; and thus the Lord promiſed long life, 
which is an erernity, berter than life here, and where- 
in he fulfils bis word, It ſhould and ought to bethe 


defire of all tolive much, rather thanto live long, . to 
live mych in a little rime thus did.Chrift, he lived 


much, he glorified the name of bis Father inthe time 


he lived, he did much in a licle time; and thus it 
ſhould be our care,. to do ads. for God in a little time, 
and to lay hold of eternal life: betimes z becauſe this 
life is momentany and vaniſhing ;. the Devil cakes his 
opportunity, he works much, knowing he bath but a 
little time, becauſe he knows his time 1s ſhort, there- 
fore he works with all his might, and plyes his work to 
deceive the Nations. 

If he be ſo ſubtile for his Kingdom, bow wiſe ought 
we to be to promote the Kingdom of Chriſt? Oh { 
whatſoever we find to do-for God, let us do it with all 
our might, and with all our ſirength ; for thus hath 
Chriſt given us his Example, I ſhall proceed to that 
which remains, God took, him. 

I ſhewed you before, Whither Enoch was taken : 
He was taken up into Heaven, he was not diffolyed, 
be died not as other men, 1 proved i; from the Egi- 

c 
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file to the Hebrews, that he was tranſlated that he 
ſhould not ſee death. 


veſt. Bur you will ſay, Wherefore was Enoch thus 
tranſlated? Why was he not diſſolved > Why died he 


not as others > Why tranſluted chat be ſhould hor fre 


death? | | 
 Anſw, I anſwer, Firſt, Becauſe he was a remark- 
able Type of Jeſus Chriſt; I ſay, he wasa remark- 
able Type of Chriſt. For, 

1. Firſt, He was marchleſs in his Generation, There 
. Was none like him, above al] the men in the world Enoch 
walk'd moſt cloſe with God in his time, he was match- 
Teſs and none like him, and herein he wa a Type of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who was matchlefs in che world ; whilft 
he was in the world, he was as the Apple-tree i» the 
midſt of the Trees in the Foreſt, there was no puile 
found in bis mouth; he walked exactly with God when 
he was here upon earth, there was no ſtumbling blocks, 
no ſlips in the whole courſe of Jeſus Chriſt, Bur, 

2, Secondly, Enoch was a Type of Chriſt, in that 
God was ſo exceedingly well pleaſed with him ; He re- 
ceived thu Teſtimony, ſaies the Apoſtle in Heb. 11. 5. 


that be pleaſed God, God was pleaſed with him, and 


herein he was a notable Type of Chriſt : the Father is 
p'eaſed only in him, Behold my fervant whom I uphold, 
ſaies he in 1/a. 42. 1. mine Eleit in whom my ſoul de- 
lighteth : he was infinitely well pleaſed with Chrift , 
the good pleaſure of God cowards Enoch, it was but a 
drop of that love, and that good pleaſure which was 
poured out ypon the head of Jeſus Chriſt , the Father 


was pleaſed with his Perſon, infinitely pleaſed in his. 


righteouſneſs, pleaſed in all char he did, and pleaſed in 
bis ſufferings, 1/4.53. 10. It pltaſed the Father to 


bruiſe him . he was pleaſed with all thoſe that Chriſt 
repreſented, he is pleaſed with the whole Family of 


Chriſt, 
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Chriſt; even with all that belong unto him in Heaven 

and Earth, and ihat only for his ſake; it is ſaid of 
him-in Matth: 3. the latter end, Th my beloved Son 

in whom 1 am mill pleaſed. So then my Breihren, 1s 

there ever a ſoul that 1s teeking after the good pleaſure 

of God.? the manifeſtation of the love of God' unto 

it? that is looking and waiting for ſume tok:n of ac- 

ceptance ſrom heaven? Would you. be in the ready 

way unto it ? Then lock unto the Lord, even Jeſus 

Chrift, of whom Enoch was a Type; look unto him in 

his love, all the love and all the good pleaſure that is in 

the heart of God, runs down through Jeſus Chriſt un- 

ro” poor creatures 3 Ch, run to Chriſt, make haſt to 
Chriſt, throw down your ſelves at the Foot- ſtool of 
Chriſt, and claſp about him by Faith; and know- thar 
there is a plentiful Box of good pleaſure and love 
broken upon the head of Chriſt by the Father, that will 
run down unto every ſoul that fits under the skirt and 
ſhadow of Chriſt. That's a Second thing, wherein 
Enoch was a Type of Chriſt. 

3. Thirdly, Ench was a Type of Chriſt, as Chriſt 
Was a Conqueror over Death , and this was 'held forth 
in Enoch's tranſlation, He did not ſee Death , Enoch 
did not ſee corruption as the bodies of others do, and 
he was in this a Type of Jeſus Chrift, that was the ho- 


Ty One of God, that he ſhould not ſee corruption ; he 


did not ſee corruption; Enoch's conqueſt was but a 
Type of this conqueſt and victory of Jeſus Chriſt, 


.thar he got for his people over Death and the Grave : 


and therefore youthat defire not to be diſmayed when 
Death comes, when this enemy ſhall ſet upcn you , 
Ob, that you would before-hand look unto the conqueſt 
and victory of Chriſt, Thereis a time when this your 
enemy will meet you all inthe Field : Would you not 
be diſmayed > Would yeu he able to look peak 2 the 
Y ace ? 
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face ? Then I beſeech you, before-hand, live upon 
Faith in Chriſt, upon the conqueſt of Chrift, upon the 
victory of Chriſt, he hath broken the force of death, 
taken away the ſting of it, he hath diſmayed it. Oh, 
live upon the conqueſt that Chriſt hath made over death, 
that ſo your hearts may not fail when you come to 
orapple wiſh this laſt enemy, which is Death, Chrift 
hath overcome Death gloriouſly , and Enoch was bur 
a Type of Chriſt, and a thadow of it in his tranſlation. 
That's the firſt, wherefore Enoch was tranſlated in an 
extraordinary way, becauſe he was an extraordinary 
Type of Chrift. oe 
2. But Secondly, Enoch was thus tranſlated, be- 
cauſe Enoch whilſt he lived, exerciſed a ſpecial faith; 
T ſay, Enoch had a ſpecial Faith, a moſt remarkable 
faiih, in ſome ou and great deliverance that God 
would work for | 
truſted God whilſt he lived in victory over Death, that 
Death ſhould be conquered for bim, and Death if it 
came ſhould do him no harm , I ſay, he had a ſpecial 


faith in this reſpeR; It appears by two Demonſtra- | 


LIONS, 

T7, Firſt, In reſpe& of that bold, that holy bold 
profeſſion that Enoch makes of God in his Generation, 
which was 2 moſt corrupt ttme, and dangerous to make 
any profeſſion of God in: righteous eAbe! was killed 
for his profeſſion, for his walking with God, his Bro- 
ther aroſe up and ſtew him, and yet Enoch 1s not dil- 
mayed, he will not turn aſide from God, he will nor 
balk his profeſſion for fear of death, for fear of the 
ſons of violence ; the pofterity cf Casn was muliiplied, 
and theearth was filled with violence at that time, and 
there was enmity in that ſeed of Cazn, againſt the ſeed 
of Seth, which God raiſed up inſtead of Abel, ſo that 
t was dangerous for Enoch to make any en I 


im either in Death or from Death : He 
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God in his Generation; and yet Eroch was not dil- 
mayed, he feared not the hand of. violence what ir 
could do to him, but he truſted that God would deli- 
ver him either from Death or in Death. And, 

2, S:condly, Ir appears thit Eroch bad ſuch a re- 
markable faith, if we contider what was the name that 
he gave unto his Son, as in this Chapter, He begat 4 
Son, andcalled bis name Methuſelah, that is, Mortis 
gladium, the ſword of Death; or the dart of Death , 
he believed there was one a coming that ſhould be the 
deathof Death ; one that ſhould overcomedeath for 
him, and for all the people of God; and therefore cal- 
led his ſon after that name, The Sword of Death : He 
knew there was a Meſſiah a coming that ſhould ſend a 
challenge to death, as in Hof. t3. 14. O death, I wilt 
be thy Plague ; O Grave, 1 will bethy deſtruGion ; 
Chriſt ſent a chiillenpe and perform'd this ; Enoch law 
this by faith, and all his dates he lived in the contem- 
plation of ir, and ſucked ſweetneſs in the thoughts of 
it, and when e'rede-th came, he believed it ſhould do 
him no harm. This will teach us three or four 
Lemans.  - | 

1: Firſt, There is nothing loft by making a bold 
profeſſion of Chriſt in evil times, inthe midſt of dan- 
Sers: Abel was lain becauſe he walked with God, 
and yet Enoch will rot go back, and Enoch loſt no- 
thing in conclufion; Oh, how often doth our Saviour 
call upon Chriftians, his Diſciples and others, Fear 
not them that can kill the body, and can do no more ; 
the fear of man brings a ſnare, how many poor 
creatures are inſnared through this fear, che fear of 
man ? That when God convinces of the truth, and of 
the way of God, the ſoul ſubmits urito It, and yet 
dares not hold it forth, becauſe of the fear of man, be- 


Cauſe it's a way that may be perſecured,that the Powers 
J—=q of 
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of the world will perſecute it, and oppoſe it ; O this 
fear of man brings a ſnare , what fates our Saviour in 
AMatth, 10.39. He that will ſave his life ſhall loſe it, 


but he that wil loſe bis life, ſhall findt; it is made 
gn50d many times in this world ; . He that will ſavehs 
life ſhall loſe it, when a man will turn aſide from God, 
when he will balk any way of God to fave his life, or 
to: ſave ſome comforts of his life, Ob, it will befall 
thac poor creaure as With the Prophet, Some L ton 
comes in the way, he meets him and ſlays him : But ke 
that: will loſe bs life ſhall ſave it 3 he remembers the 
three Children ſpoken of in Daniel, they loſt nothing 

by the'r bold profeffion, they were willingto loſetheir 
lives, and ſo they ſaved their lives : and bus did they, 
and fo did Enoch. 

2. Secondly, Ic doth teach us how much God is de- 
lighced with the faith of his people : Enoch lived by 
Faith in & ſpecial manner, and how was the heart of 
God taken with Enoch? He was well pleaſing unto 
God, ſorwell pleaſing that God could not long be with- 
out him ; puts forth his hand and takes him up to him- 
{cIf, Oh, how greatly is the heart of God and Chriſt 
tzken with Faith } We never read that Jeſus Chriſt 
wondred at any thing but at Faith : twice he wondred 
at the Faith that was given out to ſome of his ſervants ; 
a5 in Hatth, $8. Chrift wondred at it, O, faies be, at 
the 10:Verſe, when Jeſus Chriſt beard it, he marvelled 
and ſaidto hens that followed him, Perily F ſay unto 
you, 1 bave not found ſo great a Faith, no, not in 
Iſrael; When Jeſus Chriſt beard it, be marvelled ; 
and ſo the beart ot Chriſt was taken with the Faith chat 
was given out to the woman of ( anaan, in Matth, 15. 


O woman, great i thy Faith, be it unto thee even as 


thou wilt + Faith pains the will of. Chriſt; ; what a great 


6cal hath God done to encourage his people ro be- 
HeveF 
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lieve? Faith finds not what it expeReth, but it finds 
more than ever irexpced z ceriainly Mdethuſelah be- 
lieved death ſhould do him no harm, and therefore he 
feared not death, and thought not of ſuch a way as this 
1s, bur God was better io hm than his Faith, Youhave 
aftrong.God, what encouragement is here ?- You have 
a ſtrong Saviour ; O let not your faith be weak, cſpe- 
cially ſeeing the Lord is ſo delighted with it , he gives 
faich wharſoever it expeRs ; nay, even beyond it's ex-: 
peRation, Again, 

\ 3, Thirdly, This teaches us, That to live much by 
faith is the way to make our tranſlation eaſte ; thus ir 
was with Enoch, he lived all his daics by faith, and ſee 
how eafte his tranfl tion was to him : there's nothing 
honours God in the world ſo much as faich doth; now 
therefore God delightsto honour Faith, becauſe it ho- 
nours him, it hath the promiſe, They that honour me, 
T wik bonoar ; 1 beſeech you then, you that would 
have an eafie change ( and who would not have an eaſe 
change, an eafte tranſlation? when death comes who 
would not have a large door ſet open to them, and go 
with full ſails for-heaven ?) lf chis be the dcfire of your 
hearts, then labour to live much by faith , it is faith 
that will ſer the door wide open, it will miniſter abun- 
dance of entrance.tnto the everlaſting Kingdom of our 
Lord; the ſpiric of faith will fill the ſoul with full ſails, 
it ſhall go ro Heaven with full ſails; thus it was with 
Enoch, who lived by faith. 

4 But again, Fourthly, A fourth thing that we 
may learnis this, that when God doth give out a ſpe- 
ctal faith, he doth give our ſome ſpecial mercy ; when 
God pives out a ſpecial faith, a particular faith, he thar 
perſwades the heart to believe it, it ſhall be eaſe to 
him. Erecch was perſwaded in a ſpecial faith to bclieve 
ſomething concerning death that God would do for 
| þ 2. Enoch, 
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Enech, and he did belicye; it is rare and extraordina- 
IV; this ſpecial faith that doth concern ſuch and ſuch 
as a ſpecial mercy that God doth put the ſoul to ſeek 
after ir, if the heart be perſwaded bY God to believe 
ſuch a particular mercy to be given out, certainly if 
God do perſwade the heart to wait for that mercy, 
that mercy ſhall be given out : ſce David in Pſal. 27,4. 
One thing have I deſired of the Lord : that will I ſeek. 
after ; that ] may dwell in the honſe of the Lord all 
rhe aaies of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to exquire in bis holy Temple, There he hada 
deſire to come back again to Feruſalem to ſee the Lord 
in his Temple, and his heart was carried out ſtrongly 
to believeit 3 he was baniſhed by Saul mighty King, 
and he durſt not come into the Land, and how then 
could he come to the Temple 2 yet he would not fear, 
for that one thing that God had put in his heart to ſeek 
after, for that his heart wis upheldin it. And thus 
God may deal with ſome of his ſeryants, when hedoth 
raiſe up bis pzoples hearts to believe ſome ſpecial mer- 
cy, that mercy ſhall be given out according cotheir 
faith, That's a ſecond mercy why Enoch was thus 
tranſlated, he was one that had a ſpecial remarkable 
ſaith, that ſomethins God ſhould do for him inor 
: bout Death, 
There's a third Queſtion follows, Wherefore Enoch 
was thus tranſlated ? 
The Anſwer is, That ſo his tranſlation might preach 
unto the men of that Generation, yea, to all ſuccecd- 
ing Generations, that there ſhall be a Reſurre&on of 
the Body : I ſay, therefore did God thus tranſlate 
Enoch, that his tranſ]ation in body to heaven might wit- 
neſs to them, and ſo to all other Generations, thar 
there 1s a time when that the bodies of the Saints (hall 
be. co- -parrners with their ſouls in Glory ; Here God 
Preached 
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Preached the DoCtrin of the ReſurreRion of the Body, 
by Enoch's tranſlation ; in all Ages God hath nor lefc 


himſelf without witneſs, concerning this great truth, 


the Reſurrection of the Body ; and certainly the Lord 
{aw that there was need that he ſhould bear witneſs of 
this truth ; there was need then, and there 1s need 
now, even in this Generation, that we ſhould be in- 
formed, perſwaded, and rooted in this Dodtrine of 
the Reſwrreition of the Boay , there's great need that 
Chriftians ſhould be confirmed in it, in the knowledge 
and in the full perſwafion of it. For, 
rt. Firſt of all, Ir is the DoCtrine that the Devil hath 
alwaies ſought to over-throw, the powers of Hell have 
bandyed againſt it, and how hath the Devil by his In- 
ſtryments, by Atheiſtical men oppoſed this DoQtrin in 
every Ape? . It hath been oppoſed, and it is ſtil} op- 
poſed. I ſhall ſhew you what oppoſition is made 
againft it, that ſo you may be confirmed in it, It's ſad 
to think that ſome that have formerly made a profefli- 
on, ſhonld fall ſo far as to deny a ReſurreRion . and 
yer ſuch a ſeducing ſpirit is gone forth in the world : 
I ſhall ſhew you what the Atheift hath againſt ir, that 
your hearts may be confirmed in this Do&rin. 
Queſt. Why, Firſt, Say they, it's againſt reaſon : 
How is it poſſible that the bodies of men ſhould be raiſed 


up again, whenas rheix bodjes are devoured & conſumed 


in the heart of the earth, they are turned into the very 
elements again, intotheir firſt principles, and how is ir 
poſſible that the ſame bodies ſhould be raiſed up again ? 
Anſw, To this, I'le anſwer in the words of our $Sa- 
viour Chrift, 0, ſates he, you erre, not knowing the 
Scripture, nor the power of God, for that was the 
anſwer rhat Chrift gave unto the $ ddncees, that de- 
_ nyedthe Reſurre&ion, in Hatth. 22. 29. Yeerre, not 
knowing the Scriptures ; hetells them, they were nor 
- £2 AC 
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acquainted with that which God had ſpoken in his 
Word,he brings one Scripture thar they did not know, 
and therefore they erred becauſe they did not know it : 
Have not you reaa, aies he, that which was ſpoken 
unto you by God, ſaying, 1 am the God of Abraham 


the God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob , they ſaid : 


there was no Reſurrection ; ſaies Chrift, Poor crea- 
ures, you ſay fo, becauſe you don't know the Scri- 
ptures, ye err therefore becauſe you know not the Scri- 
ptures : God ſaies, 7 am the God of Abrabam., God 
ſaies this after Abraham, Iſaac and Facobare dead and 
gone, that he 1s the God of Abraham, therefore there 
4s ſomething of Abraham yet remains, and Abrahays 
ſhall live again, for God faies he owns them, and ſaies, 
ye know not the power of God, Ye err not knowin 

the Scriptures, and the power of God ; you meaſure 
God by the arm of fleſh, becauſe it's impoſſible to you, 


you think 1t's impoſtible to God, whenas God is infi= | 
nite, and can do whatſoever he pleaſe ; if you did but 


conſider the power of God, fates he, you would not 
err on this manner, even to deny the Reſfurr« ion as a 
thing impoſſible: Why, who made the world > Who 
made all things our of nothing > Who brought light 
out of darkneſs? Certainly to raiſc up the dead is not 


a greater matter than to n ake the World of nothing , 


certainly if you h3d known the Scriptures, you wou d 


not have denied the power of God in raiſing from the 
dead, . Bur the Devil is ſubtil, and therefore when 
reaſon, won't Co, he flees to Scripture, he'll bring you 


Scripture to deny the Reſurretion ; thar Scripture is ' 


urged by ſome Atheiſtical ſpirits, 1 Cor. 15. 50, Now 
thus I ſay Brethren, that fleſh and blood cannot inberit 
the Kingdom of God, theretore, ſay they, the S:riprure 
15againſt the KeſurreRion, there ſha]l be no reſurreRi- 


on, becauſe fleſh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom 
| .0 rf Goa V 1q 
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To this I anſwer, 

31. Firſt, That ſinful fleſh and blood cannot inherir 
the Kingdom of God, corrupt man cannot inherit the 
Kingdom of God; butihe bodies of the Saints ſhall be 
raiſed without fin, there (i all be no defilement when 
they come out of the Grave, they ſhall be purified ſuf. 
ficiently ;- and therefore then they may inheric the 
Kingdom of God, And, | 

2. Secondly, 1t's true, that weak, frail, corrupii- 
ble fleſh and blqod cannot inherit the Kingdom of Ged, 
but when the bodies of the Saints be raiſed up, they 
ſhall not be wezk, frail and corruptible as their bodies 
are now no, they ſhall leave all their weakneſſes, all 
their frailties ſhall be Icft behind them, all theſe ſhall 
be left inthe Graye . therefore the Apolile anſwers ſuf. 
ficiemily inthe 53 verſe of ihat Chapter, For the cor- 
ruptible muſt put on incorruption, and thu mortal 
muſt put on Immortality ; tr:il corruptible fiſh and 
blood cannot inherit the Kingdy,m of God : bur i ſhall 
not be ſo at the ReſurreRtion, but 1h# corruprible ſhall 
put on incorruption,ang this por mortal body ſhall put on 
In mortality, it ſhall no more be cloathed with frail 
fleſh and blood, but it ſhall put on new robes, new robes 
that ſhall not be changed, and that are not ſubjc to 
change, that ſhall nor wear away, but {hall abide for 
ever in the Heavens, and therefore there 1s nothing in 
this againſt the ReſurreRion of ihe body, but it (hall 
be partner with the ſoul in the bleſſedneſs of Heaven, 
But there's another place that the Atheiſt doth al- 
ledge from Scripture, and that is from Solomon, whar 
he (ves in Eccleſ. 3.19, For that which befalleth the 
ſons of men, befalleth Beaſts, even one thing befalleth 
them : a4 the one dieth, ſo diath the other; yea, they 
have all one breath, ſo that a man hath no prebemi- 
nenge above a beaſt: for all « vanity, Hence the 


A:heift 
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Atheiſt concludes that there's no Reſurre&ion, for 
when death comes, it's with man as a beaft, who 
knoweth the ſpirit of man thar Soeth upward, and the 
ſpirit of the beaſt that goeth downward? 

To this 1 anſwer, That Solomon doth not ſpeak in 
his own perſon, he ſpeaks i in the perſon of the Atheiſt, 
he tells you what 1s the Atheiſts concluſion, what he 
ſaies in his heart becauſe of thoſe oppreſſions that he 
ſaw under the Sun, 1 ſaid in my heart concerning the 
eſtate of the ſons of men , that God might manifeſt 
them, and that they might ſee that they themſelves are 
beaſts. There you have the thoughts of Solomon, 
there he ſpeaks bis own, 1t was a concluſion of his from 
_ the qbſervation that he ſaw under the Sun, to ſee how 
one man oppreſſcd another , even like beaſts ; and 
there he brings in the concluſion of the fleſh, and the 
concluſion of the ſpirit : the concluſion of the ſpiric 
is, God ſhall judge betwixt the righteous and the 
wicked, and Fa he brings them in ſcofftingly, Who 
knows the ſpirit of a ran that goth upward, cc. 
you ſee it was not Solomon's, it wasfar from Solomon's 
thoughts that there ſhould 'be no ReſurreQion, in 
Eccleſ, 11. 9. Refoice, Q young man, in thy youth, 
ard let thine heart chear thee in the daies of thy 
youth, and walk in the l:ght of thine eyes : Bo 
ROW thew, for all theſe things God will bring thee 
anto Fudgement, Solomon concludes with the Reſurre- 
on, and it was the concluſion of his Book, in his laſt 
Chapter, 13, 14 verſes, Let ws hear the concluſion of 
the whole matter : Fear God and keep his Command- 
ments, for this ui the whole duty of man. For God 
ſhall bring every work into Judgement, with every 
ſecrer thing, whether it be good, or whether it be 
evil. You ſce how the Devil by his Agents doth ftrike 
at this DvCtrin of the Reſurrection, he deſtroies f 

Gods 
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Godlineſs, all the power of Godlineſs, he deſtroies 
the Kingdom of God at once, and he builds up his own 
Kingdom for ever , If there be no Refurre&ion, then 
ſaies the Atheiſt, Let 2 eat and arink,, and to mor- 
row ſhall be as this day, and more abundant : if our 
hopes were only inthus life, we were of all men moſt 
miſerable ,, \t deftroies the whole myſterie of Godl1- 
neſs, then all ſhould bein vain, Preaching and Hearing 
in vain, and your faith in vain, 1f there be no Reſur- 
reqtion; Now therefore, I beſeech you, get your 
hearis eſtabliſhed in this Reſurrection, The Devil 
plaies not at ſmall game, bur he ſtrikes at the fulneſs of 
the' root, . atthe Scriptures, he ſtrikes at the Reſurre- 


Aion. Q ger your hearts eſtabliſhed. Some that 


have been as ſtars inthe Firmament, have been ſwepr 


down ſolow as todeny the Reſurrection of the body : 


\ know therefore that it is the Will of the Father, thar 


Jeſus Chriſt ſhould raiſe up , all his people at the laſt 
day; ſo he tells them, and ſo he would have all his 
people believe ir, it is the Will of the Father, that of 
all that he hath given me, I ſhould loſe none, but he 
will raiſe them up at the laſt day: and know thar 
your bodies ſhall as certainly be raiſed up again, as the 
body of Jeſus Chriſt was raiſed up, there was a ſemi- 
nal vertue in Chriſt, bur it was nor ſo in others, they 
did riſe, bur Chriſt aroſe as a common perſon, and his 
ReſurreCtion is as the ſeed of the ReſurreRion of their 
bodies in the concluſion , even as certainly as Chriſts 
body was raiſed from the Grave, ſo ſhall thine; and 
know if ir were not ſa, Chriſt ſhould not be' compleat, 
the body of Chrift ſhould nor be compleat ; for all his 
people area part of his body, 1f the head be riſen, the 
members alſo (hall rife, for Chriſt withour them is nor 
cempleat : and the body ſhall ariſe, becauſe without 
the body the man is nor complear; I fay, man isnort 
complear 
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<compleat. without the body , the ſoul waits for the Re- 
{urreRion of the body, it is not compleat, it hath not 
irs fulneſs of joy until] che ReſurreRion ; and therefore 
ic's faid in Rev. 6. 10. the ſouls under the Altar cry 


out, How long | ord holy and true, doſt not thou judge | 


and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth ? 
The" ſoul chinks long when it ſhall meet with its old 
friend ag1in, the body : Oh Lord how long, ſay they, 
ſhall we be in this condition? Now ſeeing itis ſo, there 
hall certainly be a ReſurreRion of the body at laſt ; 
and if there ſhall be a ReſurreRton cf the body, then 
I beſcech you, conſider mhat manner of perſons we 
aught to be, how ſhoyld you.endeavour after holineſs 
in the body, ſeeing there i} al] be a Reſurrection of the 
body , whi!ft you are in the body, how ſhould you de- 
mean your ſclves in all holineſs > O what need is there 
chat you ſhould pet fanh in Chriſt, to.cover, and to 
waſh away al) thoſe fins and defilements of the body? 
And how careful ſhould you be to keep your baghes ho- 
ly, asthe Temples of che holy Ghoſt? That To when 
your ſouls and bodies are ,paried, there may be a long- 
ing for a Reſurrcion, that your ſoul- may ſay, Lord 
How long, how long, when ſhall that poor body that 
ſleeps in the duſt be raiſcd up? Irt.will not be fo with 
wicked men, they won't call for a Reſurrection , the 
ſouls of the wicked had rather their bodies ſhould {leep 


perpetuslly, that there ſhould he no morning, thar 


there ſhould beno Gaol delivery, rather be in Priſon 
than come forth to the Aſtizes,, bur it ſhall not be fo 
with the Saints in their ſtate of ſeparation of ſoul from 
the body, they think long that their bodies may be 
raiſed from the Grave, that their ſouls may be co- 
nariners with them in the glory that Chriſt ſhall give 
aut. Ani to ſay no more, inthe 
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Laſt place, I beſeech you (with the Apofile) corti- 
fort one another with theſe ſayings. Do but conſider 
bow comfortable this DoQrin of the ReſurreRion 1s in 
1 ſelf, O the ReſurreRtion of the body,a great deal of 
a Chriſtians comfort is Jaid up in it, : The Reſurrection 
of the body may be comfort to you in all your affliti= 
ons that you meet withal whilſt you are in th: body , 
in the midft of all your infirmitics and weakneſſ.s and 
croubles whilſt you are in the body ; When this corrup- 
tible ſhall put on incorruption;, Oh! how willingly 
(kould we ſpend and be ſpent for Chiift, . becauſe 
he will give it all back at the Reſurre&ion again ? 
How wilingly ſhould we lay down our bedies, our 
lives for Chrift, 1f Chriſt call for them, becauſe there 
is a Reſurre&tion of the body :' All thatthe Father 
bath given him, it # the Will of the Father that be 
ſhould raiſe them up at the laſt day, It will be com- 
fort to you when you come to lay your heads in the 
Grave at reft, you ſhall not be in Priſon for ever, your 
bodies ſhall not lie in the dark Dungeon for ever; No, 
Chrift hath taken away the horror of the Grave, and 
he would not have you meditate horror there ; the 
Covenant of God, ( you that are hts people ) holds 
with your bodies, where ever you are, the Covenant 
of God laies hold upon your ſcattered bones, the Co- 
venant of God holds with their very bones, and Chriſt 
will come to open thoſe Priſon doors : the Apoſtle ſacs, 
the whole Creation groans, Rom. 8, 22. For we know 
that the whole Creation groaneth, and travelleth in pain 
ropether until now, waiting for that deliverance in 
that great day, the day of ReſurreRion , the very 
earth ſhall crave}, and it groans to bring forih, even all 
thoſe ſons and daughters that have lain ſolJong 1n the 
bowels of the earth, even all that have been buried in 
the Earth and Sea, ir groans co be delivered of them ; 
an 


366  Enoch's reſt with God. 

and therefore what mattet of comfort is this * The 
Lord would bave you aſſured of this, That there ſhall 
be a Reſurrection of your bodies, he hath taught it in 
the Type,whilfſt you have feen Enoch, Enoch tranſlated 
In the body; and he hath given you a greater confirmuti- 
onby Jeſus Chriſt, who is riſen and firs at the right-hand 
of the Father : heis the ſeminal Comforter, therefore 
O ye Saints, be ye comforted waiting for that day of 
Reſurretion, And ſo much for this time; 
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SERMON X11]. 
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6 . For God took him, 


Deſire you with patience one hour longer, then I 
hope through Gods affiſtance to finiſh that which 
I have been ſo long inſiſting upon, from: this 
Text. Thelaft day we enquired wherefore God 


took Enoch in that extraordinary manner, why was he 


tranſlated that: he ſhould not ſee death : I gave three 
Anſwers then. I fall proceed to a further Anſwer to 
this Queſtion. 

veſt. Wherefore Enoch was thus Tranſlated that 
he ſhould not ſee Death ? 


 "Anſw. It was, That ſo the Lord might be a defence 


to that great Myſterie, even in that Generation, that he 
might give them a taſte, and ſo ſee of that wonderful 
pood that God ſhould work towards the end of the 
world, when Chriſt (hall come in his glory, when the 


bodies of all-the Saints that are alive ſhall be changed, 


when they ſhall not ſee Death ( as Enoch was tranſlated 
that he ſaw not death) I ſay, here God gave fomie firſt- 
fruits of that wonderful work that he thould do ſor his 
people at [15 next coming, - when the Satnts Os 

alive 
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alive (l.all not die, but (hall all have their living uport 


the face of he Earth, and be taken up as Enoch was, 
and as Elias was, even fo (hall thcy be taken up, and 
lified up to meet the Lord in the Air :; and here is a 
Myſterie which is more fully made known to us by our 
Lord Jeſus, ſince the coming of Chriſt inthe fleſh, lee 
what theApoſtle ſpeaks concerning this great myſterie of 
the change of thoſe at Chriſts coming, in 1 Cor.15.51; 
Behold, I ſhew you a myſterie, we ſhall a0t all ſleep, but 
we ſhall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the laſt Trump ( for the Trumpet ſhall 
found, and the dead ſhall be raiſed ncorruptible, 
and we ſhall be changed : ) Apain the ſame Apoſite 
doth plainly declare this myfterie to the Ti i fklendans, 
x Theſ. 4.15, 16. For this we ſay unto you by the 
word wy the 1 ora, that we which are aliyt, and 7e- 
main unto the coming of the Lord, ſhall not prevent 
them which are aſleep. For the Lora himſelf 
ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a fhout , with the 
woice of the Arch- Angel, and with the Trump of God: 
and the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt : then we which 
are alive and remain, ſhall be caught up together with 
them in the Clonds, to meet the Lord in the Air : | and 
fo ſhall we ever be withthe Lord. Hedoth reveal this 
myſterie in all the parts of it; we that are alive (hall 


not prevent ther that ſkep : Chrift (hall firſt deſcend, 


andibe Trumpet ſhall blow, and they ſhall be raiſed, 
and then ſhall we be changed. 

But you will fay, Doth not this croſs other Scri- 
p:ures? is it not ſaid, that it 5s appointed for all mers 
once to die ? Why then doth the Apoſtle ſay, We fball 
20 all die, we ſhall not all ſleep ? 

I Anſwer, Firft of all, That this Word of the 
Lord is not croſt, though the Lord is pleaſed to miti- 
gate the ſentence ; there ſhall be a kind of death to the 
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Saints that are then alive when Chrif kall' come; they 
thall nor die properly, there {hall not be a ſeparation 0 
body and ſoul : yet there {all be a metaphorical death, 


there ſhall bi a change, 'and ſo greir a change,,cyen as 


death is (the change of the Reſutre&ion meeting ro- 
exber ) which certaidly is very .great ; and this Cins 
nor be without ſome fear, and ſormehorror, which ſhall 
be even'as the horror of death unto the Sxincs ; for 
though there ſhafl bt ho harm, thy ſhall not be harmed 
when the firft Trumpet att brow,” no harni to the 
$:ints, all the woe (hall be p3ſt; "but. yet I ſay, there 


£ y be a preat deal of cauſe, of \fear of death, for 
hriſt thall Girg deſcend before they be charived and 


therefore there is room left for fear and horror, the 
Texrſxzies, Chriſt ſhall firſt come with thouſands, and 
ten thouſands of Angels, and the Trunip fol blow, 
and the dead ſhall be raiſed, and all this before thoſe. 
that are alive [hall be changed; and then, (Aies he, 'we 
that are alive ſhallbe thanged, and be caught Hp then? 
with they, Now Brethren, ſceins S 5 od' hath ſcen this. 
needful,thac this myſterie ſhould berevealtdin all Ages, 


therefore a glimpſe of 'it muſt be'given out to thoſe, 


Generations in which Enoch lived when he was taken 
up: and ſo afterward the fame was thought of Elias 


when he was taken up into Heaven; The Lord bach 
ſeen' it needful, I fay, that this myſterie {Gould be 
known, andif it were needfal for them, then it is much 
more needful for us, it is nzedful for us upon whom the” 


ends of the earth are come, that we ſhay. 1 know this 


niyſterie, and that being in a contirmal expeRation of 


the fulfilling of it ; ir is needful both for the conſoli-- 
tion, and for the inſtru&ion of the Saints char this 
myſteric ſhould be made known. 

For their conſolation, Why, the time is. is cocaitig,” 
Fhen' Death ſhall be fwallowed up, when the Saints 
| Z 


ſhall 
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alive l.all not die, but (hall all have their living uper 
the face of the Earth, and be taken up as Enoch was, 
and as Elias was, even fo (hall they be taken up, and 
lified up to meet the Lord in the Air : and here is a 
Myſterie which is more fully made known to us by our 
Lord Jeſus, fiace the coming of Chriſt :nthe fleſh, lee 
what the Apoſtle ſpeaks concerning this great myſterie of 
the change of thoſe at Chriſts coming, in 1 Cor.15.51. 
Behold, I ſhew you a myſierie, we ſhall aot all ſleep, ds 
we ſhall all be changed in a moment, in the twikling of 
an eye, at the laſt Trump ( for the Trumpet ſhall 
ſound, and the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, 
and we ſhall be changed : ) Again the ſame Apoſtte 
doth plainly declare this myſterie to the T| hefaloniane, 
I Thel. 4.15, 16. For this we ſay unto you by tbe 
word wy the | ora, that we which are alive, and re- 
main unto the comirg of the Lord, ſhall not prevent 
chem which are aſleep. For the Lord. bimſelf 
ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a fhout, with the 
woice of the Arch- Angel, and with the Trump of God 
and the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt: then we which 
are alive and remain, ſhall be caught up together with 
them in the Clonds, to meet the Lord in the Air : and 
fo ſhall we ever be withthe Lord. He doth reveal this 
myſterie in all the parts of it; we that are alive (hall 
not prevent them that ſkep : Chrift (hall firſt deſcend, 
and ihe Trumpet ſhall blow, and they ſhall be raiſed, 
and then ſhall we be changed. 


But you will ſay, Doth not this croſs other Scri- 


p:ures? Is it not ſaid, that it is appointed for all men 
once to die ? Why then doth the Apoſtle ſay, We ſhall 
210t all die, we ſhall not all ſleep ? 

I Anſwer, Firſt of all, Tha this Word of the 
Lord is not croſt, though the Lord is pleaſed to miti- 
gate the ſentence ; there ſhall be a kind of death to the 
| Szints 
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Szints that are then alive when Chriſt ſhall come, they 
thall not die properly, there (hall not be a ſeparation ol 
body and foul : yet tncre i} all be a metaphorical death, 
there thall bz 2 change, and ſo preat a change, even as 
death is (the change of the Reſurrection meeting ro= 
gether ) ) witch certainly 1s very great ; and this cin- 
not be without ſome fear, and ſome] horror, which ſhall 
be even as the horror of death unto the Saints ; for 
though there ſhall be no harm, they fall not be harmed 
when the firft Trumpet thall blow, no harm to the 
bovine all the woe (hall be paſt ; but yet I ſxy, there 
be a great deal of cuſe of 'fear of death, for 
Ein (all firſt deſcend before they be chariged ; and 
therefore there 1s room feſt for fear and horror, the 
Text ſaies, Chriſt ſhall firſt come with thouſands, and 
ten thouſands v4 Angels, and the Trump (i111 blow, 
and the dead ſhall be "raiſed, ana all this befare thoſe 
that are alive ſhall be changed; and then, fates he, we 
that are alive ſhallbe chang a and be caught HD even 
withthem, Now Brethren, ſecins God hath ſcen this 
needful,thar this myſterte ſhould be reveal:din all Ages, 
therefore a glimpſe of it muſt be given out to thoſe 
Generations in which Enoch lived when he vr2s taken 
up: and ſo afterward the fame was thought of Ejas 
when he was taken up into Heaven The Lord hatl 
ſeen it needful, 1 fay, that this myfſteri* {hovld be 
known, andif it were needfal for them, then it is much 
more needful for us; it is needful for us upon whom the. 
ends of the earth are come, hat we ſhoni1 know th: 's 
myſterie, and that being in a contimal expeRation of 
the fulfilling of it, it is needful both for the conſolt- 
tion, and for the inſtruRion of the Saints {11at cots. 
myſterie ſhould be made known. | 
For their conſolation, Why, the time is coming, 
when Death ſhall be ſwallowed up, when the Saints 
MS On —_ {hall 
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ſhall not die, but they ſhall be changed ; . this change 
is moredefirable than death , Gods people in all Apes 
have longed after it, and therefore God hath revealed 
that there is ſuch a change to be, and that all his people 
might take in the comfort of it before-hand ; God hath 
inall Apes given warning, as if it might be in that very. 
Age; that his people might before-hand take inthe 
comfort of it : the Apoſtle Paxl declares that he and 
the reſt of the Saints were more defirous to live 
to this time than to be diſſolved by deaih, 2 Cor. 5. 2. 
We groan earneſtly, deſiring to be cloathed upon with 
exir houſe which ts from Heaven: we would not be 
uncloathed, faics he, there is a kind of reluQancy inſt. 
Nature to be uncloathed, to put off from. the body, we 
had rather be cloathed upon with our houſe which is 
from Heayen : we had rather, if the Lord pleaſe, that 
a change of rajment might be given out that ſhall. en- 
dure for ever, that Mortality might be ſwallowed up. 
of life, and that this corruptible body might put on in- 
corruption ,, Now, I ſay, it being ſo deſirable, and the 
Saints had rather, and are very defirous to ſee this 
change, God therefore in all Ages. will-not conceal it 
but make it known ( as nor impoſſible it. might come 
in that very Agein which they liye ) thar ſo poſſibly 
they may take in the comfort of it before-hand.; at 
leaſtthe Saints, though they don't, ſee to this day, you; 
ſhall not be any loſers, -you may die in the Faith of it, 
and takein the ſweetneſs of this promiſe, you ſhall be no 
. Joſers, you ſhall not be preyented, they ſhall not. be in 
Heaven before you, with Chriſt before you, bur even 
you that lic in the Grave ſhall be firſt raiſed, and then 
thoſe that are alive ſhall be changed. 

The Lord wouldalſo haye you be. infiruRted by this. 
myſterie., he ſecs it needful to be declared; thay his 
people, his Saints might liye in a continual expectation, 
0 


_ 
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bf this change; this great change that ſhall be when 
Chriſt ſhall come again, and therctore the ttme was 
concealed that the Saints might live in a continual ex- 
peRation of it, and the Apoſtle ſpeaks it as to his age, 
Even we that are alive ſball' be changed ; becauſe the 
Lord would have his people in every Ape to live as 
thoſe that do expe the coming of Jeſus Chriſt, when 
this great and wonderful change ſhall be : you had need 
alwaies ſtand upon your watch, you know nor when 
your Lord will come, at what hour he will return from 
the Wedding, and therefore we had need be alwaics 
S 1 prepared, and ftand with our loyns girt, and Lamps 
rrimmed, for there is ſome dread ( for a moment at 
1 leaſt ) to the Saints when Chriſt ſhall come, it will be 
worſe if you ſhall be found {lumbering and (leeping in 
| _ carnal ſecurity, it will be a great amazement when 
: Ghriſt ſhall come, and thouſand of thouſands of An- 
gels ſhall come with him and preclaira his glory, when 
there ſhal] be a great cry at midnight, The Bridegroom 
75 come, Certainly it will be a great amazement even to - 
the Saints themſclves that ſhall be in carnal ſecurity 5 
therefore it concerns us eyery morent to be upon our 
Watch-Towet, You fee wherefore it was that God 
took Enoch away in an extraord:nary way that he 
2 yo not ſee death; there is one Queſtion yet be- 
ind. 
i  - Queſt. Why did God take Enoch away at this 
a time ? 
n 
n 


The main Anſwer which I ſhall give, is this, 
Anſw, The Lord when he takes his people away 
doth thereby. give warning; by taking Enech away, 
is. That there was a deluge of wrath comitig upon the old 
4a World: the Lord would pur ther-upon it ro conſider 


is - | wa fn gt j r 
N- vohat his'event ſhould be in this providence, that” ſo it 
of 


poſtible they might preyent that deluge of wrath. that 
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Flood of water that came and ſwept them away. 
When the Lord doth ſuddenly take away thoſe thut are 
found faithful in their Generation, iris a warning of 
wrath to come : I ſay, when God 'doth ſuddenly 
ſnatch away thoſe that are found faithful in their Ge- 
neration, it doth often preſage ſome great wrath to 
comez you have an expreſs Scripture for it, in 1/z, 
57.1. The righteous periſheth, and. no may layeth it 
to heart, and merciful men are taken away, none 
conſidering that the righteoms are taken from the evil te 
come : When God takes away righteous and merciful 
men,and thoſe that are left behind,do not lay it to hearr, 
 #they. don't conſider it, and make uſe of it,jt is a certain 
ſign of evil that is to come upon them. God took away 
Enoch in his Generation, and he rook away all the 
reſt of the Patriarchs that are ſpoken of in this Chap- 
ter, they were all taken away before the Flood of 
waters came upon the world ; ethufalah: ( he that 
was Enoch's ſon ) lived the longeſt, and itis thought 
he was taken away either that very year, or the 
vear before the Flood came upon the old World, God 


ſwept away them all, even thoſe that were remarka- 


ble in their Generation, and then wrath comes upon 
the world : © that thou wonldſt hide me in the Grave, 
ſaies Fob, in Job 14.. 13. O that thou wouldſt hide me 
in the-Grave, and ktep me ſecret until thy wrath be 


paſt; God hath ſome- hiding places or other for his 


people, arid ſometimes the Grave 1s a hiding place : 


though ſometimes Job doth not beſpeak the Grave, 


yer here ſometimes God hideth in' rhe Grave till ſuch 
time as wrath be over. Such as walk-with God in 
their Generation, they are Chriſts Flock, though 


they be Pilgrims and Strangers upon theearth, Sg-. 
journers, Travellers, yet they are Chmſts Flock , 


bere they'reft, and many times Chriſt will Fold his 
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Flock; beſore a Storm comes the Shepherd gathers 
his Flock. together-; When a grear Storm of Hail 
and Fire came ypon the Egyprians , the I/raclites 


' that were in Goſhen gathered all their t locks together, 


and then they were ſafe ,. Chriſt ſhrouds the moſt of 
his Flock, the chict of his Flock from fome approach 
Ing wrath that draws near.” :. 

'S6 Secondly, - They are the yood) Houſhold. auf; 
I Gay, his people are his choice, Houſhold-ſtuff, hey 
are my Jewels, Jn, the day. that .1 make up 1 
Fewels. When: a man .removes away, all: his beſt 
Houſhold-ftuff, and carries away, his Jewels, you may 
gueſs that. man doth not intend to be robb'd : and ſo 
when the Lord doth remove. his -Jewels,; his choice 
Houſhold-ftuff, it- is a fure fign of his departure, at 
leaſt God gives warning tothat, people, and if they 
won't take warning, and, cry. unto. the Lord as they 
did, 0 why goeſt thou away. and ſtayeſt for a night ? 
And if God depart from: a place, what follows, your 
place ts left to you deſolate, and woe be to you: 
What a woe doth he threaten by che Prophet Hoſea, 
Hoſ. 9. 12. Woe alſo to them when 1 depart from 
them: Woe, deſolation, and ruine certainly comes 
upon a people when God departs from them. 

3. Thirdly, Again, The righteousthey arc the Pil- 
bs of the place : ſuch as walk with God in their Ge- 
neration, they are the Pillars of Families, the Pillars 
of Cities, and the Pillars of Kingdoms, nay, they 
are the. Pillars: of the whole World ; fo fates the 
Plalmiſt, ,The earth ſhook, 'O Lord, and I will bear 
up. the Pillars, of it; If the Pillars of the Houſe be 
pluckt down, :haw can the Houſe ftand ? If you ſee 
one Pillar after another fall, you will conclude cerrain- 
ly that Houſe won'c hold long; Why, the Saints are 
the Vrs of the World, and if it were not for their 

L 3 fakes, 
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ſakes, the earth would mingle together preſently ; but 
you muſt know ihis is no: from any merit, worth, or 
righteouſneſs ot theirs, though they are thus called 
Pillars, I fay, it is not for any worth or righteouſneſs 
of the Saints, or the beſt on earth : but they are called 
Pillars, and. they bear vp Kingdoms, and they bear up 
the Earth; 

I. Firſt, Becauſe God is intreated by their ſuppli- 
cations ; 1 ſay, they prevail, they ſtand at the gap, 
they prevail with God to keep out wrath and ] Judge- 
ment, that it may not break in: and fo you know Moſes 
plead with God, and ſo long as e Hoſes pleaded with 
God, God could do nothing againſt Iſrael, 'Ler me 
alone that I may deſtroy them : and ſo Abraham pleads 
tor Sodom that God would ſpare that Ciy for ten 
rightzous mens ſakes, and God grants that requeſt : 
end it is very obſervable that Avraham gave over firſt, 
God did not give over fitſt, it is like if he had gone 
lower he might have prevailed ; but there was a holy 
ingenuity and faithfulneſs in him, when he conſidered, 
that in ſo many Cities there thould not be ten righteous 
men there, why, he could not in ingenuity askany- 
leſs : and fo by their ſypplication they bear up King- 
doms and Nutiens. 

2. Secondly, Andthen again, The Lord doth ſpare 
places and people many times, fromthe care that God 
hath of them, for the care "that the Lord-bath of his 
own people, Wile thou deftroy the righteous with the 
wicked ? Ratber ſpare the wicked for the righteous 
ſake.: and God dqth chooſe this way, this-is Gods 

way, he will rather ſpare the wicked'for the cm 
ſake, becauſe God. is exceeding carefal: of his own. 
people, he fears kft they ſhopld foffer, he: will-rather 
have the tares grow. with the Corn together, than 
the good Corn ſhould be in danger of being pluckt 


up3 
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up; and therefore tie tells Zoe of making haſte, in 
Gen, 19, when God wis about to deftroy Sodom, Haſte 
thee, eſcape thither : for I cannot ao any thing till 
thou be come thither , 1am ſo careful of my Lor, that 
I cando notbing in way of Judgement till Zoe be our 
of -fear and: danger 3 this was not for deſert of Lot's 
'righreouſneſs, but the free-grace of God towards 
_ him, for ir is ſaid'in that Chapter, When the Lord de 

twuertd bim, ht was merciful to him. | 

3. Thirdly, The Lord ſpares ( many times) evil 
' Wicked men,” for the love that he bears to his own : he 
. pives to his people the lives of others, becauſe he 
lovesthem ſo dear ; fo God gave Payl, in Atts 27.24. 
he gave himthe lives of a great many, the lives' of all 
that werein the Ship, which were two hundred three- 
- ſcore and ſixteen fouls, becauſe the Lord loved him 
Geary; O how good is it tobe with the righteous? 
Ir is-good to be in rheir very company ; one righteous 
mn, one Paul ſaves a Ship-ful : ten righteous men 
may fave S2dom, and four Cities more , and a conſi- 
derable number of righteous men may ſave a Kingdom ; 
for a few righteous mens ſakes the whole world is 
preſerved, that fire'and wrath isnot mingled in a mo- 
ment, heaven and eatth mingled in a moment, it is for 
their ſakes, And therefore I beſeech you, conſider 
and take norice of the infinite goodneſs and patience of 
God even to the worſt of ſinners, that he ſhould be 
pleaſed tlius to give warning before he ſtrikes, to giyc 
warning to a ſinful Generation, by his own people be- 
fore he deftroy the world ; _ O the abundance of the 
good' patience” of God 1 God ſeldom ſmites by a re- 
markable Judgement till he gives warning, it is ſad 
warring; and: of all warnings this is a warning when 
God is a' taking away. his own people, to takethem 
away fromrhe evit'to come : it is a ſad warning untoa 
ls £ 4 people 
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Feople that <opapigns that takes not. this warning, 
' when” od. is at {o much. pains; and coft with them. 
 Theretvre in the ſecond place, . ...... 

\ ]'befeech you,when God gives this warning, © let us 
uh cardfyl to taxe it; ;lt is the greateſt provocation to God 
when He gives warning,and we take it not:in this regazd 
'Chrift upbraids the Scribes and Phariſees, and ſajes50 
them, Can you diſcern the face of the Skies, and cannot 

yu ee theſe ſions? Do you ſee the ſigns there, aud 
7 aol you diſcern the ſigns of the tzmes;2 Cannot you 
diſcern whenfull wrath 1 Is coming, when Judgement. is 
be © 1 Cannor you diſcern, it by, Gods figns.2:-O 
"bow tnany figns'hath God ſhewn, what abundance of 
- his Noahs ark he Shipt ? How many Epochs have. been 
 frar:{lated by death 2” How much, blood. hath beea ſpilr, 
- Precious blood ? O that God would. make it t9-be a 
" wartiing (© this Generation, that the Lord woglg flir 
* 118 Up £00, ro' revive and rin afcer him; , that. God 
ſhould give us warning, O that wa could ſay, :T gu 
' hope of Iſrael, why ſhoplajt they ke 45 4 | ſtranger, and 
As 4 wayfaring. man, that ties but for a night, and 
2% gone ir the morning * Dit. © 
'As'in, This vpbraids the World for heir Gamer 
Tnoraritude to the Saints, ic 1s for their ſakes that yu 
wicked have your lives continued, andall your comfor:s 
continued,” 'and' how is the enmi ty of the, world let 
forth acainft thoſe for whoſ' (akes they are preſexyed ? 
"What folly i is jt thar men ſhould go about co pull: down 
- the Pillars of that hopſe in which they dwell ?.:1t was 
an extream defperate'aRion, that Sampſon did, when 
' that he ſhould pulldown the Piſſars, of the Houſe, and 
ir coft bim his-own life } © this: is. che folly of. the 
wicked in the world that rage againft the Saints, that 
pull down the Pillars ; well, "know of a truth, when 


poſe Fillers are down, the Houſe jill fall Upon your 
| cad, 
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head, and to pull down theſe Pillars, will be to pul 


down the houſe ro your own'deſtruttion. 

Again, This may teach the people of God tolub-. 
mit willingly, to lie down willingly in the dyft, when 
God ſhall call chem : it is. poſſible they may be taken 
away from a greatideal of evil to come, it ſhould make 
them willing to lie down in the duft when God calls ; 
:God may take you away from many an evil day thr | is 
coming, many an evil day of perſecution, and many an 
evil day of old age, Remember thy Creator in the daies 
of thy youth ; through the infirmities that oh: aCcom- 

pany old age," it becomes ar evil day. : 

Again, ' There's danger th:n of declibing : 'O Da- 
vid prayed, and prayedheartily, that God would nor 
leavehim tohis own will, and-that - he would take tim 
from the evil ro come. 


Objett, 'But ,youwill ſay, There may be hopes of | 
good rin and that might make us unwilling tg die, 


10 hopes of good daies. 


Anſw. Why , God may make you willing as Moſes 
was S's though as the Borders of Canga,, yer. G od 
woyld have bim die, and he goes up to the Mountain 
and dies very willingly : there: may' be a great deal of 
evil” before the good come, 'a great deal of ſhakings, 
ſore (hakings before the good day-come , the paſſ:ge to 
the Land may bevery trait, yet Chriſt will bring thee 
along with him when he comes , 1 ſay,when ever Chrift 
comes he will bring the Saints along with him, Wethar 
are alive, ſhall not prevent thoſe that are dead No, 
they ſhall riſe firſt, and then ſhall we be changed, 
Therefore God took away Enoch at this time, that he 
may give warning to the World that wrath Was 2 
coming. _. 
2. Secondly, Apain, God took away Enoch at this 
zjme, that he might declare, that he hadreſpe& unto 
his 
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Feople in that condition, that takes not. this warning, 

' when God ' 1s at fo much pains and coſt with them. 
T herefore in the ſecond place, 

\ ] befeech you,when God gives this warning, © let us 
be careful to ta«e1t;1t is the greateſt provocation to God 
when he gives warning, and we take it not;1n this regaxd 
Chrift upbraids the Scribes and Phariſees, and faies $0 
them, Car jou diſcern the face of the Skies, and canmor 
you ſee theſe ſins? Do you ſee the ſigns there, and 
4 4nno? you diſcern the ſigns of the times? Cannot you 
diſcern when full wrath is coming, when Judgement is 
a coming? Cannot you diſcera ir by Gods figns? O 
bow many ſigns hath God ſhewn, what abundance of 
bis Noaks hath he Ship: > How many Cracks have been 
irarſlated by death > How much blood hath been ſpilc, 
* precious blood ? O that God. would make it to be a 
warning io this Generation, that the Lord would ftir 

us Up too, to revive and rim after him; that God 
ſhould pive us warning, O that we could ſlay, T hu 
hope of Iſrael, why ſhonldft thau be as a ſtranger, and 
as a wayfaring man, that ftaics but for a might, and 
2 gone in the morning ? Bur, 

As in, This upbraids the World for their farmer 
Tnvraritude tothe Saints, ic 1s for their ſakes that you 
wicked have your jives continued, and all your comforts 
Eontinued, and how 1s the enmity of the world let 
forth aoainft thoſe for whole {ikes they are preſerved ? 
What folly is it that men holy 99 about to pull down 

the Piljars of that hopſe in which they dwell ? It was 
an cxtream deſperate aQion that Sampſon did, when 
that he ſhould pull down the Pillars of the Houſe, and 
ir coft bim his own life > Q this is the folly of the 
wicked in the world that rage apainft the Saints, that 
pull down the Pillars ; wel), "know of a truth, when 


thoſe Pillars are down, the Houſe Will fall upon your 
head, 
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head, and to pull] down theſe Pillars, will be to pull 
down the houſe ro your own deſtruction, 

Again, This may teach the people of God to ſub- 
mit wilingly, to lie down willingly in the duſt, when 
God ſhall call chem : it is poſitble they may be taken 
away from a great deal of evil ro come, it ſhould make 
them willing to lie down in the duſt when God calls , 
God may take you away from many an evil day thar is 
coming, many an evil day of perſecution, and many an 
evilday of old age, Remember thy Creator 1n the daies 
of thy youth ; through the infirmities that do accom- 
pany old age, it becomes ar evil gay. WE. 

Again, There's danger thn of declining: O Da- 
vid prayed, and prayed heartily, that God would nor 
leave him to his own will, and that he would take him 
trom the evil to come. WR 

Objett, But you will ſay, There may be hopes of 
good daies, and har might make us unwilling to die, 
in hopes of good daies. 

 Anſw, Why, God may make you willing as Moſes 
was ; though at the Borders of Cangar, yer God 
would have him die, and he goes up to the Mountain 
and dies very willingly : there may be a great deal of 
evil before the good come, a great deal of ſhakings, 
ſore (hakings before the good day come , the paſſ:ge r0 
the Land may bevery ſtrait, yer Chriſt will bring thee 
along with him when he comes , 1 ſay,when ever Chrift 
comes he will bring the Saints along with him, We thar 
are alive, ſhall not prevent thoſe that are dead, No, 
they ſhall riſe firſt, and then ſhall we be chanped, 
Therefore God took away Enoch at this time, that he 
may give warning to the World that wrath was a 
coming. 
2. Secondly, Again, God took away Enech at this 
1jmec, that he might declare, that he hadreſpe& unto 
his 


378 


' his people, though the World was never ſo wicked 
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though they are never fo cruel, yet they ſhall not be 
forgotten, but the Lord remembers, the Lord takes no- 
tice of them, Jf J find ten righteows men un Sodom, 
ſaies God, I will not deftroy that City for tens ſake; 
God ſecks his own people, and: # he finds but ten 
righteous ſouls in a City, for their ſakes it ſhall not be 
deſtroyed, not an Ezoch ſhall be forgotten : Men may 
caſt away much cbaft, and though there be two or 
three Corns or more of Wheat, they won't iook for 
them , but God won'tdo ſo; if a heap of chaff be ne- 


ver ſo preat God will look over it, andhe will not 


loſe one Corn though in abundance of Chaff ; his 
people do glorifie him much in an evil 'time, and grace 
is remarkable then, when it ſhines brighrin the mid 
of a dark night, the Lord will remember you : and 
therefore if the Lord will find you our, 'and remember 
you in an evil World, Oh! how ſhould: you remem- 
ber him? He will do the more for you, and deal the 
more remarkably. with you, becauſe you are found 
fairbful in an evil time;in an evil World, even as Enoch-: 
therefore be ye careful ro walk with God. Apain, 

3. Thirdly and. laſtly, God will declare hereby 
char the perfeCtion and happineſs of his pcople 1s not 
here below,and therefore he would haye them, andall 
rhe world ro know that the perfe&1on and:happineſs.of 
the Saints 1s not below : Exch enjoyed as much of 
God: as ever man did, and yet Enoch \muft be tran- 
ſlated before he comes to perfe&ion ; God witneſſes 
to this 1n the lives of the beſt of the Saints inthat Ge- 
neration.: there 1s none that. lived a thouſand years, 
though there came many nigli to a thouſand: years, 
Me «+. is the perfe&t number , the perfe&t account. 
The Lord would teach that perfection .is\nor here,- but 
he would have us to know where we as 
rnefe- 
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therefore let us ſee what neceſſity there 1s to live upon 
Jeſus Chrift by Faith in the worſt of our dates ,' if per- 
{-ion be not here, O what need then have you to live 
in Chrift ? You are perfeft 57 him, ſaies the Apoſtle, 
compleat in him, and therefore in the ſenſe and great- 
neſs of your ImperfeRions, - you had need live upon 
that fulneſs, and breath after that fulneſs of time and 
perfe&tion whither Enoch was tranſlated unto, . So 
much ſhall ſerve for this time. 
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For me to live i Chriſt, ana to die # gain: 


THE Apoſtle was now in Bonds-for-the 
Goſpel of 
; that the Phil:ppians might not be offended 

&. Atit, that his ſufferings might not be any 
ftumbling-block to them, in Yerſe 12. herells them 
that whatſoever befell him it was tor the furtherance of 
the Goſpel, I would have you underſtand, ſaies he, 
the things which happened unto me, have fallen out 


rather to the furtherance of the Goſpel: he gives two 
particular Inſtances how the Goſpel of Chriſt was fur- 


thered by his ſufferings, the one is in Verſe 13. My 
Bonds in Chriſt are manifeſt in all the Palace, By 
his ſufferings many in Nero's Court came to enquire 
after the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, for which Paul ſuf- 
fered 3 andby enquiring into it, were convinced of it. 


Another benefit of theſe his ſufferings, is in Verſe 14. 


Aany of the Brethren in the Lord waxed confident by 
my Bonds : They were more bold to ſpeak the Word 
of the Lord, they feared not ſufferings, becauſe they 
ſaw how God carried Pau! chrough his ſufferings, They 
Waxe 
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waxed more bold through my Bonds, Youſee what 
improyement the Lord inakes of the ſufferings ,of his 
people, Truth neyer thrives better than when it is 
moſt rrodden upon; the more the wind blows upon 
this fire, the more it Kindles, the hotter it burns, and 
the clearer it ſhines : when the ſtream is dammed up, 
it riſes higher, ſoitis with Truth ; this was the advan- 
rage'that God makes of the ſufferings ' of his people, 
for though the Truuh was upon trial, yet Paul may 
ſuffer, and Paul may loſe by it, Paul was in danger 
of his life ; Well, rake no care for me, faies he in 


Verſe 19, For 1 know that this ſhall turn to my. ſal- 


vation through your Prayers, and the ſupply of the 
Spirit of Feſus Chriſt , according to my earneſt ex- 
pettation and bope, that in nothing I ſhall be aſhamed - 
but with all boldneſs, as alwaies, ſa now alſo Chriſt 
ſhall-be magnified in my body, whether it be by life or 
by death. Take no care for me, ſaies he, I defire no- 
thing but your Prayers, for I am confident that God 
wHll carry on his Work, it ſhall turn to my good, and 
what ever becfall me, the Lord ſhall be glorified init ; 
I am confident of it, faies he, thar Chriſt ſhall be 
magnified in my body, whether . it be by life or by 
death. You ſee the breathings of a gracious heart, it 
cares not what becomes of it (elf, ſo God may have 
his honour, Take no thought, ſales Paul, whether [ 
live or die, 1t is all one to me, ſo the Lord Jefus may 
be magnified in my bonds, by my life, or by my death, 
if Chriſt be glorified it is enough, it matters not wh: r 
becomes of Pal, fo Chriſt be magnified in my life, 
orin my death, For to me to live is Chriſt, and to die us 
gain. Chriſt is gain to me both in life and aeath ; 
{ſo ſome read the words, For Chriſt is gainto me both 
in life and death : Others make two Propoſitions of it, 
Chriſt « life to me, or, to meto live # Chiiſt; Chr.ſt 

i 114 Si 
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53s my life, and death is wy gain: Why, if Tlive, 
ſaies he, Chriſt ſhall be magnified, for Chriſt is my 
life ; if I live, I (hall gain, andif I die, Iſhall gain: 
Tf Ilive 1 ſhall gain more of Chrift, I ſhall gainmore 
knowledge of him, and more communion with him 
here in the way; Ay, but what if Paul die? 1f I 
die, ſaics he, Ifhall be no loſer : death is look'd up- 
on as a loſs, therefore as Paw! ſhould have ſaid, For 
me to live is Chyift, or, to die u6 Chriſt . but he rather 
faies, It i 'gain, it is Chriſt that makys it gain to 
him, or elſe it is aloſsro me, but Chrift who is my 
life ſhall make death gain 5 Sorake no thought of me, 
ſaies be, whatſoever befalls me I ſhall do well, if I 
live, orif Idie. And becauſe you are more ſvlici- 
tous concernins my death, faies he, know that death 
is my gain; if I lole my friends and my comforts, 
if I loſe life it ſelf, ir ſhall beno loſs, itſhallnor an- 
do me, for I ſhall find allin Jeſus Chriſt, and fo dearh 
ſhall be my gain. 


DOCT. 


Chrift # the Believers Life. 


Thais the Propoſition thar lies before us.. For me 
to live is Chriſt, or, (hriff is my Life, it isall one + 
Chriſt i the life of every believing ſoul, By Life 
ſometimes it 1s underftood whatſoever is excellent, 
whatſoever is excellent in its kind, it is ſet forth by 
life, becauſe life is che moſt excellent thing in nature, 
Skiz: for Skin, and all that a man hath wilt he give 
for bis life; and therefore the Bread which . Chriſt 
gives, is called, Living Bread, Bread of Life, and 
fo Water of Life, for the excellency. of the ſpiritual 
things thar the Lord gives out to his people 3 and NEE 

2hriſt 
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Chriftis inſtead of all excellencies to a believing ſoul, 
le is the life of all their comforts ; the comforts of 
the World -are dead until ſuch time as Chriſt ſhines 
in chem, there is nolife until ſuch time as Chriſt ſhines 
through them, for riches aredead, and honour is dead, 
an i friends are dead, all comforts-are dead till the. life 
of Chriſt be in therm, But more particularly, 

7. Firſt, Chriſt is the Lefe of Righteonſneſs to 
the believing ſoul : every child of Adam isdead, con- 
demned, and ſo he is dead im Law: thereis no life bur 
by the righteouſneſs of Cbrift , that rightequſneſs 
which Chrift brought in by his blood : Hegavelife 
by making ſatisfaRtion to Juſtice, by-paying:the:debr 
unto death ; therefore the Apoſtle fates, that Righte- 
ouſneſs reigns by Chriſt, in Rom. 5. fin enterediints; 
the world by Adam, ſpeaking there at Ferſe 17. For 
if by one mans offence death reigned by one, much 
more they which receive abundance of grace, and of 
the ' gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign-in life by one, 
Fe/us Chriſt: Righteouſneſs raigns in a believing ſoul 
by Jeſus Chrift, it hath the preheminence of all, all, 
isdroſs and dung. in compariſon of this righteouſneſs” 
of Jeſus Chriſt, it reigns gloriouſly. in: a believing 
ſoul; it is Chriſtthat procures this: righteouſneſs, and 
it.is Chrift char-applies this righteouſneſs by his Spirit, 


"Wed I ſay the: Application of this life: of righteouſneſs, is 
ne : from Chriſt, it.is he. thatireveals; this righteouſneſs, ir. 
Life WW is. he that diſcovers it. to the ſoul, ir. is Chriſt by.his: 


Fine, eternal Spirit that. cauſerb the ſoul ro-knowthis-life: and) 
1 by righteauſneſs which is given tot ; now:as:Chriſt:dorh 
nes diſcover this. righteouſneſs, ſo he cauſerh theſoul ro 
T1UE Cloſe with this:righteouſneſs, iris he by bis: Spirz: thar: 
ht overcomesthe heaxt.ra reſt upan this righteouſneſs;; and: 


to look upon this righteouſneſs; as: its life ; foricheves- 
« priacipkk: 1 the: creajure-ta. ſeck after lifein 16: ſelf , 
man 
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man. wovld ſecy righteouſneſs in hitnſelf, and it is 4 
bard matter to bring. the ſoul off of this rotten ſandy 
foundation , Chriſt only by his eternal'Spirit when he' 
hath revealed this righteouſneſs, perſwades the ſoul-to' 
reſt upon it, andto look vpon him-as its life, 


- 


2, Secondly, Again, As the life of righteouſneſs is 


from Chriſt, to the life of holineſs is from Chriſt + 
all thoſe gracious diſpoſitions, and all thoſe holy atihps 


that do at- any time ſhine forth in the hearts and lives: 
of Gods people, , they have no other-foundation bur: 
Chriſt, che holineſs of Chriſt : From bis fſulneſs have 


all' we received prace for grace ; if there be ihelife 


of any grace in the ſoul, itis from Jeſus Chriſt, from 


the fulneſs of Chriſt ;- there is 110 man lives ihe life of 


holineſs, till Chriſt becomes a principle of life to' him 


there is no breathings in.the heart after Chrift, there 


is no. holy motion in purſuic after Chriſt, rill-Chrifſt 
firſt. breaths upon the- ſoul : The hoar! 15 come, and: 
mow 1s, that they that are in their Graves ſhall hear 
the woice of the Son of Goa, and they that near it. 
ſhall. live. There is no man lives the life of holineſs 
until ſuch time as he hears the voice of the Son of God: 
there may be Carkafles of grace, out-fides of grace, 
and there may be Carkaſles of duties and performances, 
but no living graces, there are no-living performances 
until ſuch time as Chriſt be a principle of life unto rhe 
foul, the beginning of the life of holineſs, and fo 
the encreaſe of the- life of holineſs is from Chriſt :' 
I came that you might have life, and that you might 
have it more abundantly; Chrift decreed that you't 
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Chriſts coming that they might have life more abun- 


dantly ; he is the life of holineſs. Burt again, 


3, Thirdly, Chriſt is the Life of (on/olation unts 
his people : He 'is the life of all their comforts, and 
the comforts that Chriſt gives they are living comforts : 
my peace I give unto you, not asthe world gives, give 
I unto you ; for no man ſhall take away your peace, the 
world ſhall not take it away, my Spiric ſhall be an ever- 
laſting living principle of conſolation in you, which 
ſhall nor be taken away ; Chriſt i5the life of all a Chri- 


Rtians comforts; he is the life of friends, ihe life .of all 


refreſhments that a Chriſtian hath, and they are all 
dead to him when Chrift doth not ſhine through them, 


he is the life of comforts, and the life of Ordinances 3 


there 1s no life, there is no refreſhment, if Chriſt be 
nut in them ; if theſoul meets not: with Chriſtin Ordt» 
nances, they are but dead Ordinances, truly Chriſt 1s 
the life of all; He is alſo, m— 

' 4. Fourihly, The Life of Glory, Chrift is the 
life of glory to his people : Ir ts he that hath purchaſed 
glory for them by his blood, it is he that hath made 
the way plain, it is he that hath made a new way to 
glory, when the old way was ſhut : you read in Heb. 
10. 19, 20. Having therefore, Brethren, boldneſs 


to enter into the holieſt by the blood of Feſus, by 4 


new and living way which he bath conſecrated for m, 
through the vail, that is to ſay, his fleſh: A new 
and living way to God, anew and living way to the 
boſom of the Father, itis Chriſt that is chis living way 4 
For he lives for ever to maks Interceſſmn for then 
that come to God by him ; Heit is that removes all the 
blocks out of the way of his p:ople to glory, thar 
helps them over all rubs they meet with, 1t is he thar 
hath born down all oppoſitions, when he travelled in 
the greatneſs of his ſtrength, he hath ſer Heaven door 

— A 3 open 
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open to his people, he hath removed the Cherubirns 
that kept the way with a flaming ſword, and kept the 
Tree of Life, yea, Chriſt is the ſubje& matter of their 
Glory; it is the preſence of Chriſt that makes Heaven 
to be Heaven, itis theglory of Heaven to know God 
in Chriſt, andit is the glory of Heaven to enjoy God 
*n Chriſt, 7oh. 17.3. And this 15 life, eternal to know 
thee the only true God, and Feſu 2,7 whom thou 
baft ſent : Thus youſee how Chriſt is the life of Be- 
lieyers, what life he is tothem; he is the life of righ- 
reouſnefs, the life of holineſs, and the life of their 
comforts ; ye, and he is the life of Glory. Andit 
will appear that Chriſt is the life of the believing ſoul, 
if you conſider, 

I. Firſt, That'there 1s none lives but Chrift, He 
hath life in himſelf 5 as the Father hath life in himſelf, 
fo it 1s given to the Son to have in himſelf : There 
1s none lives but God : and therefore when God will 
confirm a thing, he ſwears by his life ; you have often 
that Oath, As I live, ſaith the Lord; As Ilive, ſaith 

the Lord: there is none can ſay, 7 live, but only God, 
he that is Fehovah, that hath life in bimſelf, Now 
therefore, if any creature have life, if there be any 
ſpark of life in any ſoul, it muft be from this life in 
Chriſt, theres no principle of ſpiritual life in a ſoul, 
- but it muſt be from Chriſt, if rhere be any.life, it is 
3 from the life of Chrift, from the ReſurreQion of 
|| Chriſt, and from the diſcoveries of Chriſt. 

| | 2. Secondly, It was the end of Chrifts coming in 
| the fleſh, That he might give life ro his people, as 
E | yo heard before, 7 came, ſzies Chriſt, thar you might 
F | ave life , Chriſt came in the fleſh for this end, be 
E || had not lived in this world, if it had not been to give 
life to his people, it was the end of his life, and fo it 
F was the end of his death alfo ; hetells us in Zoh. 6.5 py 
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If any man eat of this Bread, he ſhall live fer ever # 
and the Bread which I will give, is my fleſh which 1 
will give for the life of the world; 1 will give my 
fleſh, my body to be crucified, that ſo tny death may 


be the life of the world ; and it was the end of Chriſts 


living again, it was the end of his rifing again, char-he 
might pive life to his people, Joh. 14 19. Becauſe [ 
live, faies he*Ye ſhall live alſo; my life is the cauſe of 


your living, I live tor this end, and aroſe for this end, 
T ambe that was dead and am alvve, andlive for ever, 
and becauſe I live, ye ſhall tive alſo; TV 
Queſt. But you will ſay, When may it be faid that 
Chrift is the Life of any ſou] Þ Tit 
Anſw. 1. Firſt of all, When the ſoul prizes Com- 
munion with Chriſt as life : And mark all the way, fo 
much as the life of Chriſt is in any ſoul, ſo far will 
theſe effeRts and operations of life be found inhim , 
Chrift is life, when communion with Chriſt is prized 


as life; when the ſoul ſhall prefer communion with 


"Chriſt above all other comforts whatſoever, when he 
ſeeks after it as life, and when he hath found it he prizcs 
it as life, and is as fearful to lofe it as he is to part with 
his life ; and he cannot be fatisffed without it, though 
he enjoies never ſo mach of the world, though he hach 
hever ſo many friends, and they fhine apon him, and 
they ſpeak comfortably ro him, yer if Chriſt ſpeak nor, 
ic doth not ſatisfie: though he bath never ſo good 
trading in the world, and profper in his Eftate, yet if 


\ he hath not trading with Chriſt, it he hath not his 


mercies come in thtough Chrift, he looks upon himſelf 
as 4 loſer; fo far as the life of Chriſt prevails with a 
ſoul; ſo far will the foul prize communion with Chriſt, 
Again, Ns 

of Secondly, When the life of Chrift is in a ſool, 
the Soul deth judge of rt ſelf, not by what it is inc 
| | Ai 2 felf, 


- _—_—__ 


' be unto him, 
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Felf, but by what-it 15 in Chriſt, by what it is in ano- 


ther ; the life of Chriſt was Payl, and how did Paut 
judge of himſelf, by what ? By what he was in Chriſt, 
and by what Chriſt was in him, and to him; I ve, 
ſaies he, and yet not I, but Chriſt lives in me, in Gal. 
2.'20, how deth he judge of his life, not by any prin- 
ciple of ſelf that was in him,” but by Chriſt that was 


1n him, / live, yet not I, but Chriff lies in me ;, Sure- 


ty, ſhall one fay, In the Lord bave I righteouſneſs and 


 Rirength, 1a. 45, 24. When he ſhall ſeethat he hath 


no righteouſneſs in himſelf, no ftrength in himſelf, be 
ſhall not judge of his prefent ftate or future happineſs 
by what righteouſneſs, or what ſtrength ke hath in him- 
felf, but by what Chriſt hath promiſed him, he ſhall 
judge by the Word of the Lord, and by what life of 
Chrift is made over to him ; and he ſhall ſay, Szrely, 
T have righteouſneſs and ſtrength, T have alt inano- 
ther, at that time when I have nothing. bur viteneſs and 
deadneſs in my ſelf; ſo thai the ſoul judges of it ſelf 


and its condition, not according to what it findsin it « | 


ſelf, but according to what the Lord hath promiſed to 
Apain, 

3. Thirdly, Where Chriſt is the life of a ſoul, there 
1s Chriſt che principle of all holy attings in that ſoul : 
Fhe ſoul when ever it ſers upon any duty, or upon any 
holy work, preſently it looks up for the power and 
fpiric of Chriſt, ir gives up it ſelf to be aRted by Chriſt, 
to be carried on by the ſpirit of Chrift ; Chriſt opens 
the fails of the ſoul to the gales of the ſpirit, for it 
knows that if the ſpirit of Chriſt do not breath, the 
foul is calmed, ir cando nothing, it defires thai Chrift 
may have the glory of all that it doth, that Chrift may 
be the principle of all its workings for God ; all the fruit 
that a gracious heart brings forth to God, it deſires that 


"Chriſt may have the honour of it , andthereforeir 


bears 
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bears as it were upan Chriſts knee, as thewomen of 
old took their Hand-maids when they were barren, 
and they bare upon their knees, and the Children 
were called theirs, not the Hand-maids: And truly fo 
the beliving ſoul alwaies bears and brings forth fruit 
upon the knee of Chriſt, and it calls them all rhe Off- 
ſpring of Chrift ; whatſocyer it doth. for God, what- 
ever it brings forth to God, it looks upon it as the fruit 
of the Spirit of Jeſus Chrift ;.it deſires that Chriſt may 
have thename, that Chriſt may have the glory of it, 
that Chriſt may be continually lifred up in all that ir 
doth ; and therefore when it 1s affiſted rodo for God, 
or to ſuffer for God, it doth not refle& upon it ſelf, 
but upon Chrift ; theſe are the breathings of the ſpirir 
of Chriſt, and this is the ſtrength that comes from 
Chriſt : and therefore it is faid of David, Lord what 
am I? when he was inabled to offer willingly, Lord 
what am I, and what are my people, that we ſhould 
offer in this wiſe ? When ever it meets with any aſ- 
ſiſtance, it ſaies, Lord what am 1, that 1 ſhonld do any 
thing for God ? Tt looks upon all as coming from 
Chrift, anddefires that Chriſt may have the glory of 
all ; and ſo far as the {ife of Chriſt prevails upon the 
ſoul, ſo far the ſoul is ated by the ſpiric of Chriſt. 
But again, | 

4. Fourthly, Where Chriſt is the life of the ſoul, 
the Soul deſires that Chriſt way be magnified, whether 
by death or by life , ſoitwas with the Apoſtle, This 
Is all my care, faies he, that Chriſt may be magnified, 
take you no care for me, for Chriſt ſhall be magnified, 
and I will rejoice in it, Whether I live or die, Chriſt 
ſhall be magnified in my body ; He deſires that Chriſt 
may be magnified in his life, a gracious heart doth nor 
delire to live to fatisfie its own luſt, it would not live 
long in the world to enjoy the pleaſure of the world ; 
$33 - no, 
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no, if it lives, jt defires to live that Chriſt may be 


magnified, and therefore if 1 may be uſeful, if 1 may 
be ſerviceable to do good in any place or relation the 
Lord 1s: pleaſed ro caſt me 1n, Iam'content to live ; 
and ſo fer death, he defires that Chriſt may be magni- 


fied there too, a gracious heart don't deſire death to be 


rid of the troubles of life, to be freed from thoſe trou- 
bles' and vexations that it meets withal in the world, 
that's.no good defire, but if it deſires death, it defires 
that Chrift may be magnified, that the Lord may be 
magnified in mydeath, char Chriſt may be magnified, 


that 1 may get nigher Chriſt, that I may not diſho- 


ncur Chriſt, that that corruption may be ſubdued, 
which is a grief to the ſpirit of Chriſt, that 1 may 
magnifie Chriſt erernally without ceaſing ; that Chriſt 


may be magnified, this is the deſire of a gracious 


heart ; and o far as the liſe of Chrift doth prevailin 
any ſoul; ſo far doth that ſoul live unto Chrift, and 1s 


willing todie for Chriſt, and cares not what becomes of” 


ir, ſo the Lord, and his ſon Chriſt may be cxalred, 
Again, 

5.Fifthly, When the life of Chriſt is in a ſoul, 
Jt makes aman todie; to ate to ſim, and to die to the 
world, and to aie to ſelf, Wherethe life of Chriſt 
comes in, it makes the ſoul to die to fin; that ſill as 
the life of Chriſt prevails in the ſoul, ſo fin dies inthe 
ſoul : Knowing this that our old man t crucified with 
Chyi/#, the old man is Crucified with Chriſt, and the 
life of Chriſt will be the death of the old man ; He 
makes a man to dieto fin, where the life of Chriſt is 
in a ſoul, the hcart is deadto fin, it carries to fin, as 
ro a dead man, it is cold at the very heart, no deſireto 
ſatisfie the Tufts of the fleſh,but rolive unto Chriſt , it 
makes the ſoul defirous to caſt out all thoſe luſts which 


» 


before 
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before Chriſt came, See what is ſaid in the Prophecie 
of the Prophet Hoſea, Hof. 14. 8. Ephraim ſhall 
ſay, What have 1 to doany more with Jols ? And fo 
ſhall the ſoul ſay, where the life of Chriſt prevails, 


What bave I to do any more with Idols? Itlooks upon 
all baſe lufts as ſo many dead Carcaſſes, they lie in his 


Houſe and he knows not how to be rid of them, bur 


the life of Chriſt is in him, and what hath the living 
ro do with the dead > What have I any more to do 
with dead Carkaſfes ? O Lord bury them, bury them 
out of my ſight ; the life of Chriſt will dead the hears 
(0. {ins | 

2, Secondly, Again, This life of Chriſt will deader 
the beart to the world, ſee what the Apoſtle ſaies in 
the Epiſtle to the Galatians, Gal, 6. 14, God forbid 


that I ſbould glory in any thing, ſave in the Croſs 


of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom the world is cruci- 


fied unto me, and I unto the world : The world looks 
upon me as dead, and Ilook upon the world as dead ; 


the world doth not at all eſteem of a gracious man, 
and a pracious heart doth efteem the world as little, 
the vanities of the world as little , the world looks up- 
on me, and I look upon the world as dead : Paul look 
upon it as dead, and therefore Paul was willing to 
part with it, in Phzl. 4. 12, 13. men are willing to 
part with rheir dead friends, and Pazl was willing to 
part with the world, it was dead to him , 1 know how 
to be abaſed, and I know how to abound; 1 know how 
to want, if God calls for it z 1 know how to ſpare, 
and I am content to be without it , thus doth the life 
of Chriſt make the heart dead to the world, deadens 
the affeRions, and makes a man to uſe the world as if 
he uſed ir not. 
3» Again, Thirdly and laftly, The life of Chrift 
doth wake a man to dicto ſelf : it makes a man todie 
Aa 4. | [0 
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Fo (elf-principles, and ſelf-ends and felf-ſeeking, to - 
| Teff-righteouſneſs and ſelf-Rrength, it makes a man die 
Lyall theſe ; where the life of Chrift prevails, the 
cyeature is nothing, ſelf is nothing, it makes a man 
debaſe-bimſelf, and lie low at the foot-ſtool of the 
Lord, it makes him lie low in a way of humiliation : 
Paul was leſs than theleaft of all Saints, ſohe calls 
himſelf, Leſs chan the leaſt of all Saints, and he was 
the greateſt of ſinners, ſo he calls himſelf ; the life of 
< hrit made him lie low, be had no life in himſelf. . I 
will (pzak no more, . fates Job, 1 abhor my ſelf in duſt 
and aſhes; let God have all for the future, it deſires 
ro exalt him, to admire that which he can't find out ; I 
deſire tolye at his toot-ftool, and ro exalr his name ; 
it makes a man lielow in a way of ſub 1.iffion to God as 
well as in a way of humiliation, the life of Chriſt 
makes the heart ſubmiſſive to Chriſt, ſelf is nothing, 
ſelf is laid aſide, content that God ſhould rule, that 
the creature ſhould be diſpoſed by him, makes him 
willingtodrink of every cup thar his father puts into 
his band,” to ſtoopdown to every yoke, andevery bur- þ 
den that the Lord will pur upon his neck, and lay upon | 


his ſhoulder, it makes a foul ſubmiſlive unto Chrift, '| 


ſubmiflive to the Will of God in all things, 

And then the life of Chriſt ze empties of Self, for it 
makes a man to condeſcend to thoſe of low degree ; 
though never ſo high, yer if the life of Chriſt be in 


them, 1c makes them to look down unto the loweſt de- 
gree, andthe life of Chriſt inthe meaneſt and loweſt 
Chriſtian is very high and honourable in his eſteem ; 
| and as the life of Chriſt doth prevail in any heart, ſo 
there will be all theſe operations, as the life of Chriſt 
goth increaſe, ſo the life of fin doth decreaſe, and felf 
will decreaſe, and the ſoul is content with it, and it re- 
joiges abupdanily that it ſhould beſo; ir ſaics of it felt 
=— 
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as John Bapriſt did, when they rold him that all men 
ran after Chriſt, and he would have no Followers, 1 am 
glad of it, faies he, that he may increaſe thopgh [ 
decreaſe ; and rrply where the life of Chriſt is in a 
ſoul, it will- break forth into theſe Expreflions, Ler 
Chriſt be all, ler me be nothing, let melie low at his - 
foot-ftool, let me not be thought of when that day of 
Chriſts Exaltation, ſhall be, let him be exalted in the 
riches of his grace which he hath manifeſted unto poar 
creatures. And thus ycu ſee what the life of Chriſt is 
in a ſoul, ſo far as the life of Chriſt is in the heart, ſo 
far will there be ſpecial operations in the ſoul cowards 
Chriſt again. But ſo much for this time. Sh 
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Eſus Chrift is the I ife of every Believer , that's 
the Point in hand : He is the life of righteouſ- 
neſs, he iris that gave life unto all thoſethat 
were dead, dead under the Law, though re- 

prieved for atime. Helis alſo the life of Holineſs ta 
his people, the beginnings of all grace, and the en- 
creaſe of all grace is from Chriſt ; there are ſhadows 
and carkaſſes of grace, bur there is nolife until ſuch 
time as Chriſt be found in the ſout, He isalſo the life 
of all the Believers Comforts, they are no comforts till 
Chriſt be in them, the beſt of his comforts, even the 
'very Ordinances of God are but a dead letter if the 
Fpirit of Chriſt be not in them, it is he that makes them 
co be life, to come- with power and efficacy, He'ts 
alſo thelife of Glory to a Believer. Hehath purchaſed 
Glory, he nach made theway plain, a new and living |= 
way, he bath ſet the door wide open, it's he that takes 
all rubs out of the way : It's he that is the very Sub- 
jet matter of Glory; for it's the preſence of Jeſus 
Chrift in Heaven that is the greateſt glory and Fn. 
0 
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of Heaven. 1 ſhewed how 'it may be known that 
Chriſt -is the life of Believers in five Particulars. 

6. A Sixth Particular 1s, Where the life of Chrift 
is in any ſoul, it makes ihat ſoul in fome meaſure con- 
formable to rhe life of Chriſt ; fo far as the life of 
Chriſt doth prevail in a ſoul, ſo far it makes the foul 
conformable to that life of Chriſt which he lived when 
he was upon earth, it makes the ſoul defirous and wil- 
ling tolive to God ; 1t looks upon it as the great work 
and great end of Chrifts coming, to lift up his Fathers 
Name, to make God glorious before the eyes of the 
ſons of men, that's the work that his ſervants haye to 
do for him whilſt they are here upon earth, But more 
particularly, nw : 

1. Firſt, If you look upon the life, you ſhall find 
that the life of Chrift is an ative life, it's ſaid of him, 
That he went up and down doing good; he was never 
well but when he was doing good ; he took opportuni- 
ties, and he ſought opportonites; he ſought occaſions 
of doing good to the bodies of men, - and to the ſouls 
of men, 1 have meat to eat that you know not of . 
it 15 my meat to dothe will of my Father , he was never 
well but when he was doing ſomething by which he 
might glorifie God and edifie in love. 

2. Again, Secondly, If you. Took vpon the life 
of Chriſt, it was not only an afivelife, but it was a 
paſlive ſubmiſſive life, it was a ſclf-denying life, He 
left all his glory in Heaven when he came tolive here 
upon earth, that he might live and die for the good of 
the ſons of men ; though he was the ſon of the moſt 
| high God, yer he was pleaſed to condeſcend to the 
loweſt of men, he emptied himſelf and became of no 
reputation, he wasin'the form of man, but yet came 
In the form of a ſervam, he emptied himſelf and be- 
came of no repyration, rhat ſo he might glorifie his 

—— | | Father : 
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Father , I have. finiſhed the work, which thou gaveſt 
we to do; 1twas alelf-denying work. Again, 

3. Thirdly, It was a holy gracious life ; he con- 
verſed with tinners, but he was the Lamb of God 
without ſpot; he was numbered amongſt che Tranſe 
oreſſors, but there was no puile found in his mouth, 
be was gracious in the midſt of a {inful world, and 
therefore the Spouſe files and reſembles him to the 
eApple-tree 1n the midit of the Trecs un the Foreſt, 
in Carr. 2. 3. be was full of ſweet gracious fruit, even 
then when he-was in the Foreſt, when he was compaſl- 
ſed about with wild Trees, as Crab-trees, Prickling- 
thorns, Prickling-brambles, even ſo was the Lord Je- 
fus amongſt ſuch ; But the Lord was found in integrity, 
he was not levened with corryption, though he con- 
yerſed with ſinners, yet he was no ſinner, the life of 
Chrift was a,gracicus life, even then when he was 1n 
the midſt of ſinners, But again, 

4. Fourthly, The life of Chriſt was full of pati- 
ence, and full of meckneſs ; he was very admirable in 
that patience and meekneſs which he exerciſed and ex- 
prefſed in his whole life ; he was not eafily provoked, 
for he endured alone all the contradictions of ſinners, 
and he was dumbeven before the ſhearer,he opened not 
bis mouth 5; he did not render evil for evil, He came Z 
to bis own, and his own received him not ;, Whata h 

V 
f 


provocation was #herethat his- own ſhould not receive 
him ? And Chriſt could not eafily be provoked, he 
bare witch that people, and though they would not re-| n 
ceive him, yet he ſpent his whole Miniftry amangW «&! 
them, and he ſent forth his Diſciples to pluck them in 3 
if poſſible, and gives them a charge that they ſhould go t 
to none elſe, in Matth. 10.5. Go nat into the way of c 
the Gentiles, and into the City of the Samaritans , 


enter ye nt, but rather go untothe loſs Sheep 7 * 
ouſe 


gaveſt 


© CON=- 


f God 


Tranſe 
zouth, 
1, and 
to the 
Foreſt, 
, even 
mpal. 


kling- 8 


rd J Co 
grity, 


Je CON- 
life of 


was In 


f pati- 
ble 1n 
nd ex- 
voked, 
nners, 
ed not 
e came 
Vhat a 
ecelve 


fd, he 


ot re-| 


jmang 
em in 
uld go 
yay of 


Yitan 


condeſcends to his weakneſs, heals his weakneſs, and 


Chriſt a Chriſtians Life. 397 
houſe of Iſrael : Though they ſought to deſtroy him, 
yer he endeavours to ſavethem, he bears with them , 
But rather go tothe loſt Sheep of the bouſe of Iſrael: 
What forbearance was therein him | In their ignorance 
he opened unto them thoſe things which he ſpake in 
Parables to the world z what abundance of patience 
and meekneſs did he ſhew to Thomas, notwithſtanding 
al that unbelief # Saies he, (in his unbelief ) I wsl 
not believe, lates he, except it be ſo and ſo, except 1 


put my hand into the hole of his ſide ; and yet this did 


not provoke the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to leave him, but he 


plucks him out of that mire in which he ſtuck ; And 
if you look upon his carriage towards his enemies, and 


ſee what a ſpirit of meekneſs there was in Chriſt, even 


towards his enemies; the Samaritans in one place, 


would not receive him ; and ſeethe Diſciples they were 


for fire from Heaven to conſume them, in Lak. 9. 
$3, 54+ And he ſent Meſſengers before his face, and 
they went and entered into a Village of the Samars- 
tans to make ready for him, and they did not receive 
him, &c. And when his Diſciples James and Fohn 
ſaw this, they ſaid, Lord wilt then, that we com- 
mand Fire to come down from Heaven and conſume 
them, even as Elias did? You think it is the ſpirit of 
El:as, but you are deceived, Tou know not your own 
hearts , there is a great deal of the wilde Fire of re- 
venge in this your motion, it's not well grounded zeal 
for God, therefore Chriſt ſaies, the ſon of man came 
not to deſtroy but to ſave them ; and you know when 


they came to take him, in Luk, 22. 50,51. They came 
_ with Swords and Staves againſt 


him : and one of 
them (mote the ſervant of the High Prieſt, and cut 
off his right ear. And. Feſws anſwered and ſaid, 


Suffer thin far, and he touched bis ear and ates 
I» 
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him, But ſee how Chrift bare not only with his Dif- 
Ciples, but even with his very enemies; But again, 

_ * 5. Fifchly, You ſhall find chat Chriſt in his life was 


exceeding compaſſionate, he was not only meck and ' 


patient, but he was exceeding compaſſionate : Oh! 
how often did the bowels of Chrift yearn towards poor 
creatures? He never ſaw an obje& of pity, but his 
heart was drawn out to relieve, in Matth. 9. 36, 37. 
But when he ſaw the multitude, he was moved with 
compaſſion on them, becauſe they fainted, and were 
ſcattered abroad as Sheep without a Shepherd : The 
very bowels of Chriſt were moved, he was filled with 
compaſſion cowards their ſouls, nay, he was filled with 
compaſſion tothe very bodies of men, in Marth. 14: 
14, I5, 16. he takes care that they ſhould not be ſenc 
away faſting, but makes proviſion for them, Let them 


eat leſt they ſhould faint in the way, When he be-_ 


held a poor obſtinate ſinner, his heart was drawn out 
in pity : the woman of Samaria, when the came firſt, 
ſhe was a very jolly finner, ſhelaugh'd, but Chriſt pi- 
tied her, his bowels were towards her, and would nor 
$ive her over til] he made her to know that he was the 
true Meſſiah rhe Saviour of the World. When he ſaw 
a deſolate ſoul, his bowels were drawn forth with 
abundance of tendernels and compaſſion ; as in thar 
woman that was accuſed, thoſe thar did there prefent 
her unto Chriſt laid a heavy accuſation upon her, in 
Foh. 8. 10. Feſus lifted up himſelf, and ſaid into the 
woman, where are thoſe thine accuſers ? The poor 
creature ſat trembling at the feer of Chriſt, and ſhe ex- 
pected a fearful: ſentence of condemnation , bur the 
bowels of Chrift were drawn forth to pity and compaſ- 
fion : 1s there no man accuſes thee * What are they all 
gone, that accuſe thee? Well, Neuher do I accnſe 
thee, go thy way and ſin no mores Now you lee ww 

the 
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the life of Chriſt wasz now I ſay, where the-life of 
Chrift is in any ſoul, it makes that ſoul ſcme way 
anſwerable to the life of Chriſt in theſe particulars. 
Ir is true, the beſt of Saints come ſhort, infinitely ſhort 
of that which is their duty ; bur yer ſay withal, that 
ſo far as the life of Chriſt prevails1n his people, ſo far 
doth the life of Chrift produce theſe operations, and 
it will bewail it ſelf for its unlikeneſs ro Chriſt in theſe 
particulars. 

Obje&, But you will ſay, If the life of Chriſt pro- 
duce theſe operations, where ſhall we find the life of 
Chriſt > If we look upon our ſelves we ſhall ſee fin, 
and if we look upon other Chriſtians, where ever we 
lock, there is fo little of this to be found, that it is 
hard to ſay the life of Chriſt is in them. 
 Anſw. 1. Tothis I anſwer, Firſt of all, Ido con- 
feſs that Chriftians do mightily come ſhort of that 
which .is their duty, and therefore may take upa fad 
complaint and lamentation, they may lament over their 
own hearts, and lament over one another, and bewail 
their caſe; but yer let not them be diſquier, for IT 
ſhall (hew you, that the life of Chriſt may be in a ſoul, 
that 1s not ſo conſpicuous in all theſe particulars, In 
way of anſwer, if youſay that this is the life of Chrift, 
the life of Chrift is ſcarce to be found inany man in 
the world. 

1. Firſt of all, Let metell you, the life of Chrift 
Is a hidden life. It is hid from themſelves that it is nor 
diſcerned ; and as it is hid from themſelves, ſo it is bid 
from others, that they cannot ſee the life of Chriſt in 
them, and eſpecially it's hid from the men of the world, 
from a carnal man : there's thelifeof Chriſt, and the 


| World cannot ſee it, the world cannot ſee the in-fide 


of a Chriſtian, he ſees the out-fide, bor he cannot ſee 
the in-fide, The Kings Dangbters are all glorious with- 
ED in © 


Ns Pro warn lenient mnt AS ers CA, ES 429 nh A are _ 


% 4 
_ w tae lf ” 


400 Chriſt a Chriſtians Life, 

'#72 ; There are ſpecial times in which the hfe of Chrift 
is hid in a Believer, that there may be life, though i 
may be others may not diſcern this life, As, 

\ Tr. Firft of all, When God begins his work in a ſoul, 
the work of the Lord goes on gradually in the heart, 
ſepafter ſtep. You ſay Rome was not built in a day, 
even ſothe new Fernuſalem, . the beginnings of the lite 
of Chriſt in -a Chriſtian, they are very ſmall, ſome- 
times they are ſcarce diſcerned 3 and therefore the 
Kingdom of Heaven is compared to a grain of Mu- 
ftard ſeed, which is the leaſt of all ſeeds; Ay, but 
afterward ir ſprings up ( and you muſt not judge of 
the beginnings but of the latter end ) the laitter end 
will be glorious : it is with a young Chriſtian as itis - 
with-an Infant in the womb, when ir begins firſt to 
live there 1s but a little, and but a very weak mo- 
tion, that ir can ſcarce be diſcerned whether it move 
or no, fo is the life of Chriſt ; it 1s like the tender 
plants and herbs that put forth in the ſpring, they are 
hardly diſcerned, hardly diſcerned from weeds, though 
you look upon them, though you pluck them, though 
you ſmell them, [yer when they firſt put forth they do 
ſo ſmell of the earth, ſmell of the ſoil, as you cannor 
diſcern them : why,truly,fo ic is with the work of God 
upon the ſpirits of his people ; look upon young Be- 
Sinners, it's hard to be diſcerned, they ſmell ſo much 
of the ſoil, ſo much of corrupt nature thar is nor yet 
ſubdued, that it is hardly diſcerned, but yet there is the 
life of Chriſt in them. And fo | 

2, Secondly, Again, In a time of temptation, in 
them ( in whom the life of Chriſt is bid ) it's bardly 
diſcerned; and you muſt not judge of a Chriſtian tn 

that time; I ſay, in time of cempration, for it's a 
time of Winter; now you know in time of Winter 
the life of the Tree is not diſcerned, there is no ap- 
; pearance 
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Searahce of life in the Tree, but yet without doubt, 
there is life, there's life in the Tree, thelife is till iff 
the root, and it will put forth. Again, 

z.' Thirdly, A time of temptation is a time of 
ſmoonding © it's asa man' in a ſwoond, the operation of 
life cedſes, it's out of view, ye can hafdly diſcern that 
there is life, when'a fmiti is iff a fwroond, if you look 
upon him you ſee no ſymproms of life; his counte- 
nance is changed, his lips are pale, death fits upon 
him , Ay, but ler a skilftl Phyſician come, and he 
ſhall feel ſome motion of the pulſe, or ſome breathings 
of the noftrils, though it be very weak, that it will 
ſrarce move a Feather, yet there is forhe hope ; why 
ſo take a poor ſoul that is undet temptation, he is as 
ina ſwoond, you ſay there is fto life in him, bur yer 
let Chriſt the Phyfician cone, and hevnill difcern the 
pulſe, and he will diſcern ſome motion, ſome movings 
of ſpirir, ſome bfeathings of heart, though ir be not 
obvious to tHe view of othi:rs; Thus you ſee that the 
lifeof Chriſt is a hidden life, and therefore don't you 
ſay that there is not thelife of Chriſt in ſuch and ſuch 
4; profeſs themſelves to be Chriftians, becauſe you fee 
not thoſe operations, it may be Spring-time, or it may 
be Winter-time with them, or it may be a timeof 
ſmoonding ; well; notwithſtanding there is life, thought 
thoudiſcern'R it not. 

2, Bur again, Secondly, to give another Anſwer, 
If this be thie life of Chriſt, if the life of Chriſt doth 
149k ſuch opetation if the ſoul, when ſhall we find 
life ? Ay 

Take this Anſwet, That though the life 6f Chrift 
doth produce ſuch opetations in the ſoul where it 15, 
yerthe life of Chriſt is comttiunicative to every one ae: 
cording to the plate that every member is ſet in , yew 
know rhe ſool being in the body, . dor1 inform! every 

na Serora ——_—— Parc 
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part of the body, and it grows, but yet every mem: 
| ber doth not grow alike, and one member hath more 
trength than another, Will you ſay, that the ſoul is 
not in the finger, becauſe the finger hath not ſo much 
trength as the arm ? Will you ſay, the ſoul is notin 
the foot, becauſe it hath not the ſtrength of the leg # 
Why thus, Brethren, it is with the body of Chrift, 


all have not the ſame parts,and therefore all have not the | 
ſame ſtrength ; though the ſame ſpirit of ſife that was 

in Jeſus Chriſt doth tnform the meaneſt of his members, | 
though it doth not grow ſo big and ſo ftrong as in other. | 
members, yet the Lord hath provided ( by this diſ- | 


penſation ) to make up a ſweet harmony in this body, 
that every member ſhall haveits ſtrength, and every 
member ſhall have its proportion, its growth and in- 
creaſe, according to the place it's ſet in : thatit ſhall 
not be ſhrunk up in the body, nor extended above what 
15 meer, but every member in the body of Chrift (hall 


have its ſtrength, and its growth in proportion, Bu. 


then, 


'3. Again, Fhirdly, Tf you ſay. that the life of 


Chriſt is ſuch, where ſhall we find the life of Chrift 
inany if it works ſo ? 
I Anſwer, The life of Chrift doth not work qmi- 


nently in every operation that is pur forth in every 


Saint, but one Saint excels in-one particular, and ano- 


ther in another, and herein is abundance of the wiſ- 


dom of God , I ſay, the life of Chrift runs in ſeveral 


veins; in one Chriſtian it 1s more eminent inthe yeir 


or chanel of Faith, in another Chriſtian there is the 


fame life in the vein or chanel of humihation,- and ſelf- 


denial ; and in another it runs in the vein of prudence, 


holy wiſdom and activity, fo that youcannot fay, there. 


is not the life of Chrift in fuch and ſuch becauſe you 


gon' ſee an eminency in-ſome particulars which it may. 


be 


ow wn oe tate pow FY hy — > f. > t>5Þ 


n—_— 


may meme ety 


Chriſt a chriſtians Life. 403 
be you faften upon ; why, though the life of Chriſt 


be not eminent in that, ir runs 1n another ; in ſuch a 
vein as is ( aS it were ) underground, as is not obvt- 
ous to thy eye, which rhou ſeeſt not, nor takeft nono- 
tice of, *. | Ws; <6 ep. on 
Oueſt. Bur you will lay, Why is not every grace in 
iis operation eminent,, 1n every Saint, and in every Be- 
licver ? ann Z 7. PASTE ©". ITY 
Anſw. 1 Anſwer, Firft, Becauſe the Lord will. m1in- 
tain in this way, a ſweer communion with his Saints : 
the Lord intends to maintain ſweer communion with his 
Saints, he therefore gives out to one, 'one grace'more 


eminent, and to another, another, that ſo rhe eye may 


not ſay. te the head, | have no need of thee, nor the 
hand to the foot ſay, I have no need of thee : Sothar 
every member ſhall have its proportion, but if youTook 
upon the beftSaints, you'l ſee how they come thort of tte 


life of Chriſt, how defeRtive they are in this and thic 


particular; what need then have we to live'upon im- 
puted righteouſneſs > And what need have we to keep 
nm a continual dependance upon Chriſt, that fo he may 


'fupply all our wants out of his fulneſs ? 


2. Secondly, Again, The Eord doth with-hold his 


hand in abundance. of wiſdom and goodveſs : if he 


ſhould give roo much , he knows what poor' weak 
creatures we are, and what poor weak veſlcls we are, 


and if he ſhould pour in too much, he knows we were 


not able.to bear it ; If you pour new Wine into old 
Bottles, the Bottle will break; and the Lord conſiders 


_thar we are old Bottles, afid his new Wine would 


break our old:Bottles, we are ngt able to contain much, 


if the Lord ſhould give our mych of himſelf, the vi- 
fions of the Lord would break theſe oldBoules that we 


were not able'to bear up.. Chriſt renders his people in 


this, that when they come ro Heaven; he will fill chem 


Bb 2 full ; 
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part of the body, and it grows, but yet every mem: | 
ber doth not grow alike, and one member hath more i 


trength than another, Will you ſay, that the ſoul is 
not in the finger, becauſe the finger hath not ſo much 
trength as the arm ? Will you ſay, the ſoul is notin 
the foot, becauſe it hath not the ftrength of theleg ? 
Why thus, Brethren, it is with the body of Chrift, 


all have not the ſame parts,and therefore all have not the 
ſame ſtrength ; though the ſame ſpirit of Hife that was 
in Jeſus Chriſt doth inform the meaneſt of his members, 
rhough it doth not grow ſo big and ſo ſtrong as in other # 
members, yet the Lord hath provided ( by this diſ- F 
to make up a ſweet barmony in this body, 


penſation ) 


that every member ſhall have its ſtrength, and every 
member ſhall have its proportion, its growth and in- 
creaſe, according to the place it's ſer in : thatit ſhall 
not be ſhrunk up in the body, nor extended above what 
ts meer, but every member in the body of Chrift (hall F* 
have its ſtrength, and its growth in proportion, Buc 


then, 

3. Again, Thirdly, If you ſay that the life of 
Chriſt is ſuch, where ſhall we find the life of Chrift 
inany if it works ſo ? 

I Anſwer, The life of Chriſt doth not work gmi- 
nently in every operation that 1s put forth in every 
Saint, but one Saint excels in one particular, and ano- 
ther in another, and herein is abundance of the wiſ- 
dom of God, I (ay, the life of Chrift runs in ſeveral 
veins; in one Chriſtian it 15 more eminent inthe vein 
or chanel of Faith, in another Chriſtian rhere is the 
ſame life in the vein or chanel of humiliation, and ſelf- 
denial ; and 1n another it runs in the vein of prudence, 
holy wiſdom and activity, fo that youcannot ſay, there 
is not the life of Chrift in fuch and ſuch becauſe you 


don't ſee an eminency in ſome particulars which it may. 
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be you faſten upon ; why, though che life of Chriſt 
he not eminent in that, jt runs in another ; in ſuch a 
vein as is ( aS it were ) under ground, as is not obvi- 
ous te thy eye, which thou ſeeſt not, nor takeft nono- 
tice of, ; | 4 | 
Oueſt. Bur you will tay, Why is not every grace in 
3:5 opcration eminent, 1n every oaint, and 1n every Be- 
lizver ? We 

Anſw. T Anſwer, Firft, Becauſe the Lord will main= 
tain in this way, a ſweet communion with his Saints : 
the Lord intends to maintain ſweer communion with his 
Saints, he therefore gives out to one, one grace more 
eminent, and to another, another, that ſo rhe eye may 
not ſay. ta the head, | have no need of thee, nor the 
hand to the foot ſay, T have no need of thee: Sothar 
every member ſhall have its proportion, but if you Took 
upon the beſtSaints, you'l ſee how they come thorrt of the 
life of Chriſt, how defeRive they are 1n this and thic 
particular ; what need then have we tolive-upon im= 
puted righteouſneſs > And what need have we to keep 
in a continual dependance upon Chriſt, that fo he may 


ſupply all our wants out of his fulneſs? 


2. Secondly, Again, The Lord doth with-ho!d his 
hand in abundance of wiſdom and goodveſs : if he 
ſhould give roo much, he knows what poor weak 
creatures we are, and what poor weak veſlels we are, 
and if he ſhould pour in too much, he knows we were 
not able to bear it ; If you pour new Wine into old 
Bottles, the Bottle will break; and the Lord conſiders 
that we are old Bottles, and his new Wine would 
break our old Bottles, we are not able to contain much, 
if che Lord ſhould give our much of himſelf, the vi- 
fions of the Lord would break theſe oldBouiles that we 
were not able to bear up. Chriſt renders his people mn 
this, thar when they come to Heaven, he will f!} rhem 
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but now there's fear of the beſt of Saints , Paul had great 
raptures,and was exalted above meaſure,therefore 'tis to 


the ſtrength of Chrift doth not thus appear in eminency 
1n every Saint, 


Chriſtin them, and theſe operations of life ſpoken of, 


full ; then there is no fear of breaking their old bottles; 


he will fill them to the brim, and no fear of breaking : 
be marked, he had a check ; but the life of Chriſt, and 


Obje&. But ſome poor ſoul will lay, Whatfoever 
there is in others, 1 will not judge others, the life of 
Chriſt may be in them, and I am perſwaded the life of 
Chriſt is in ſuch and (ſuch, I ſee the very Image of 


I diſcern the life of Chriſt in others : But alas, 1 ſee 
nothing but deadneſs in my own ſoul, nothing but a bo- 
dy of fin and death ; I ſay it's the burden of my ſoul 
everyday I riſe, O miſerable man that Tam, who ſhall 
deliver me from this body of ſm and death, 1 fear the 
life of Chriſt 1s not inme ? 

Anſw. 1s not the life of Chriſt in you, Whence 
then are thoſe complaints that thou makeſt ? Did you 


ever hear a dead man complain, did you ever hear bim 


cry out of his burden? Surely there is ſome life of 
Chrift, or elſe whence are theſe complaints of that 
body of fin, that body of death which is more heavy to 
the ſoul than the burden of the Mountains ? If the life 
of Chriſt be not in thee, whence are thoſe defires? Thou 
breatheſt afcer Chriſt, ay, with all thy ſoul , thou 
couldſt even expire, that the life of Chriſt might be 
more manifeſt, more evident in thee ; why whence are 
thofe deſires ? Did you ever know a dead man breath ? 
or the Pulſe of a dead man beat ? Surely theſe motions 
of the ſoul after Chriſt, theſe breathings of the heart 
after Chriſt do teſtifie there is ſomething of the life 
of Chrift ; but if thoucanſt not find the life of Chriſt, 
and feeſt nothing but deadneſs, yer look towards him 
as 
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ottles, 2s 3 living Saviour, ler thine eye be towards him as one 
King: WW. that is ſet uptogive life ; he is a Tree of life for this 
ps end that is in the midſt of the Garden, and it's the Will 
YT of the Father that thou ſt ouldſt come to Chriſt ; thou 
t, and that art ſenſible that there is nothing but deadneſs in 
meuey thee ; come to Chriſt for life. Chriſt complains that 
you will not come to me, that I may give you life; 
you that complain of your deadnels, give not Chriſt 
cauſe to complain ihnt you will nor come to him that 
he may give youlife ; therefore ſeeing the way of the 
Tree of life is not (hurt up, but it's ſet open, it's left 
open, there is no Cherubim ſet before thee, but come 
and eat, eatof the Tree of life and live ; Chrift pre- 
ſents himſelf ro thy ſoul, that thou mighteſt put forth 
thy hand and ear of the Tree of Life, and though thou 
ſaieft thou haſt not the life of Chriſt, yet look up to 
Chrift that ſo thy ſoul may have life : and know for 
thy encouragement, that the time 1s coming, and 1s at 
hand, that more of the life of Chriſt i} all be given our 
than ever it was-unto the Saints , I ſay, it ſhall be as life 
from the dead whenthe Jews ſhall come 1n again, there 
ſhall be a new Reſurre&ion, the people of God (hall 
differ moſt exceedingly from what they were before ; 
the time is haſtning, and abundance of the life of Chriſt 
ſhall be communicated unto every member of Jeſus 
Chrift, and all the Saints, they ſhall die more to fin, 
die more to the world, and die more unto ſelf, and 
ſhall live more unto God, 'and lift up the Son of God, 
for the day of the Lord is high, and (hall be liftedup, 
ior in that day the Lord alone ſhall be exalted. But fo 
much for this time. | 
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life of 
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PHILIP: 1. 21 


For to me to live i Chriſt, and to die t o4in; 


JHriſt is the life of every Believer : I (hewed 
you how the life of Chriſt works in every 
ſoul where it is, I come to the Applica- 

— PA tion. 
on 'Y Firſt of all, Letit bea word of Examina- 
tion, Know 11s not enough ro have a name to live if 
Chriſt be not the principle of life ; it's poſſible ( as 
have ſhewed you heretofore ) that the children of the 
Kingdom may be caſt out into utter darkneſs, to have a 
nime andonly a name tolive, it will do men little good : 

therefore I beſeech you, examine whether the life of 
Chriſt bein you or no , whence came your life firſt ? 
' What way came into your oul that life which you 
 haye? Did it come by hearing the voice of Chriſt ? 
' That life which is from Chriſt comes into the ſoul by 
hearing the voice of Chrift, in oh. 5. 25. The hour 
2 coming, and now us, when the ; 9 ſhall bear 
rhe voice of the Son of God, and they that hear ſhall 
live : There is no man that lives, but he ſhall hear the 
 Yoice 07 the Son of Ged ; can you fay that the life 


that 


that was in you, it;was thus brought into your ſouls» 
it was by the voice of the Son of God, it was Chriſt 
ſpake, Chriſt ſpake in your ſouls, and you were 
revived ; it was Chrift in a Promiſe, or Chriſt in an 
Ordinance, or Chriſt in the breathings of his ſpirit ; 
Ay, you know it was Chriſt that ſpake, for you were 
ſo ſenfbly, deeply ſunk in unbelief, you were ſo 
dead, that if an Angel from Heayen ſhould have 
ſounded a Trumpet, you could not have heard, nor 
have believed the Goſpel, Ay, you know it was the 
yoice of Chriſt, for you heard the ſame word many 
atime, the ſame promiſe was givenin; youread ir, 
you heard it, jt was urged upon you, and yet you 
found no life in it, bur when Chrift ſpake, then your 
ſpiric was revived. Nay, you are perſwaded it was 
the voice of Chriſt, for it was at ſuch a time when 
you were fartheſt off from light, then was your ſpiric 
revived ; when your condition was, thoſe dead and 
dry bones which the Prophet Ezekzel ſpeaks of in 
Ezek. 37. you were furtheſt from life, when not only 
the fleſh was conſumed, bur the bones were dry, 
ſcattered and conſumed , even in ſuch a ſpiritual ſenſe 
were you broken, and when the Word of Chriſt 
came to your ſoul you were revived from this Word 
of the Lord, and therefore certainly it was Chriſt that 
ſpake, I cannot but aſſent unto it : the life of 'Chriſt 
that thus comes in by the yoice of the Son of God, it's 


Chriſt in the ſoul. 


2. Secondly, Again, Did not this life come in in 

a way of dying? 1 ſay, did it not come 1n ina way 
of dying? For ſo is thelife of Chriſt; where the life 
of Chriſt is, it kills the creature, it ſtrikes him ſtark 
dead, the creature isnothing, it dies ro ſelf, it dies to 
his own righteouſneſs, ir dies to his own ſtrength, to 
bis own wiſdom, haye you thus found it > Thus it was 
; x Bb 4. with 
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with Chriſt, the life that he purchaſed for his people, 
be purchaſed i it by his death, ic was made evident 1 ina 
way of dying : when be aroſe from the Grave, then 
It was evident , and he is declared with power that 
he was the Son of God ;- life c:me in by death in a way 
of dying : and truly, "thus it is with a ſoul where 
the life of Chriſt 1s, when Chriſt comes the ſoul dies, 
It ſajes as Chriſt ſaid, when he was ready to giveup 
the Ghoſt, in ! uk. 23. 46. Father into thy hands I 
gommend wy Spirit , ſo that ſoul where the life of 
Cariſt comes in, expires into God, the ſoul expires 
into Gcd, into the hands of God, the creature be- 
comes nothing, i ir deſires to be nothing, nothing init 
ſelf, content that the creature ſhould be dead, look'd 
' upon as dead; that Gad alone ſhould be exalted, that 
he ſhould be all unto it, and that . it ſhould be all in all 
unto him , thus the life of Chriſt, where it comes into 
the ſoul in this way. 

3. Thirdly, But again, Examine how your life us 
maintained; if the life of Chriſt be in you, How i 
that life of Criſt in you, that ſpiritual life maintained? 
the life that is from Chriſt is maintained by Chriſt, 
jt came in at firſt by the voice of the Son of God, and 
ſo it's maintained by the voice of God, and every 
time that Chriſt ſpeaks, it's further into life, every 
time that Chriſt ſpeaks in a promiſe, every tim? that 
Chrift ſpeaks in an Ordinance, it runs further into life, 
and every day it's dying, the life of Chriſt is increa- 
fing, andcriumphs in the victory, by killing and (lay- 
ing the creature to it (elf in' its own apprehenſſ WW, 
and it's maintained by the voice of Chrift, or by a 
fight of Chriſt, ſo that where this life of Ebriſt i is, the 
foul in all its deadneſs runs to Chriſt ; when it wants 
life at any time, it looks to Chriſt for i It, 1t runs to. 
Chriſt for 1hjs life, [org maintain this life A ſoul 


hath 
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hath its life from the Father originally, inflrumentally 
from God, and it depends upon the Father for life, 
and where the ſoul is begotten by God, its life 
being in Chriſt, it's maintained by Chriſt, and it never 
lives ſ6 well as when it ſees moſt of Chriſt, it's a ſight 
of the glory and beauty of Chriſt, of the grace of 
Chriſt, and love of Chrift that doth mightily affe& 
the heart, and raiſe the ſpirits of the ſoul, it is migh- 
tily ſtirred up, the operations of the ſoul are ſtirred 
up, and it locks upon Chriſt and it's revived, it looks 
upon Chriſt and is ſtrengthened, and is beholding the 
glory and ſtrength of Chriſt, is moft ready to a& for 
Chriſt, and to work for Chriſt, whenas the' ſoul hath 
much of Chriſt in his eye, Wel}, is your life thus. 
maintained ? certainly this is the life of Chriſt. 

Uſe 2, Butif I would ſpeak in away of diſcovery 
unto poor creatures that are without the life of Chriſt ; 
It will be an eafie Teſt unto the diſcovery of many 
that they are wi:hout the life of Chriſt. 

How many poor creatures in the world death fits 
on their ſore-heads,upon their faces ! Chriſt is not their 
life, but the world is their life, and their luſts is their 
life, and the creature is their life, for they live upon 
theſe, the life of many a poor foul is bound vp in 
theſe, his life 1s bound up in the world, and bound up 
in his ILfts, and if the world be taken from him, or 
his luſts taken from him, he cries out, O he is undone, 
what hath he more? And what will God do him good, 
or Chriſt do him good, or communion with the ſpirir 
do hira good ? his luſts are his life, and his life is taken 
away when heis robbed of his lufts. When a man doth - 
live to the ſatisfaRion of his luſts, and makes them the 
whole end of his living, not to liftup God and Chrift, 
but to live to the ſatisfaRion of the luſts of his heart, 
I ſay, here it is gn cafic watter to ſay withoyr ma 
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of the law of love, the Lord be merciful to ſuch poop 
creatures, for the life of Chriſt is not in them, they lay 
rotting in their Graves of fin, their. throat is an 
open Sepulchre, there's no appearance of the life of 
Chriſt in ſuch. And therefore I ſhall deſire the Lord 
would convince ſuch poor creatures, how miſerable 
their condition is without the life of Chriſt : they are 
like ſo many dead Carkafles, and what a ſad objed is 
that,to look upon ſo many men as dead carkaſſes chough 
they be never ſolively, never {6 1ull of ftrengih, acttyi- 
ty,and of beauty here before the eye of the World, yer 
in relation to the inviſible World, which is: many thou- 
ſand times more conſiderable, ſuch men are as dead 
carcaſſes, I ſay, in the eye of God and of his Angels, 
and thereſt of the Inhabitants of the inviſible World, 
ſuch poor creatures are as dead carkafſſes, as 
dreadful an obje&t to them, as a walking Ghoſt 1s 
ro you: « carla that lies rotting in the Grave where 
there is -oibles but putrefaQion, it is a noyſom, an 
offenſive obje&, every one turns away from it ; and 
truly every one is ſuch, who is a ſinner, an obſtinate 
ſinner, the Lord cannot away with them, that if they 
continue in treſpaſſes and fins, being dead in ſins and 
treſpaſſes, the Lord wil) bury them out of his ſight, 
there wants nothing but a burying them out of the 
fight of God to make their nite complear.; reje- 
&tion from the preſence of God, to be caſt out of the 
fight of God, and his preſence for ever, never to be- 
hold bis face in glory, and communion with him, 
it ſhall be the completion of the miſcry of ſuch poor 
wretches : -And therefore I ſhall defire you in the fear 
of God to look after the life of Chrift ; Otchatih 


Lord would perſwade you to look after the life of 


Chriſt, He that hath the Son, hath life , and be 


that bath not the Son, bath net life , Look after 
Chriſt 


Chriſt a Chriflians Life, AIL 

Chriſt for lifez O that you wopld conſider the ex- 
cellency of the life of Chriſt, is it not worth the 
ſeeking after ? Shall I ſet it out to you, by comparing 
the life of Chriſt with natural life, which is accounted 
moft excellent in this lower world, and you ſhall ſee 
how infinitely excellent the life of Chriſt is > Whar 
is the moſt excellent thing in the World, the beſt 
thing 1n nature ? Why life, natural life is the beſt thing 
in nature; Skin for 5kin, and all that a man bath, 
will be give for hu life: the leaſt worm is more ex- 
cellent than the Sun inthatreſpeR, becauſe it hath life, 
life is moſt excellent in its nature : Bur now compare 
the life of nature with the life of Chriſt, and you ſhall 
ſee how far it goes beyond it, and therefore infinitely 
more defirable than the life of nature, For, 
7. Firſt of all, Thelife of Nature is a vain life, a 
life full of vanity. : Eve was convinced thereof by thar 
time ſhe brought forth a ſecond Son, ſhe called his name 
Abel, that 1s vanity ; ſhe now knew that was the con- 
dition and caſe of rhe {ons and daughters of fallen man, 
of all ſhe brought forth, with all the world that fol- 
lowed her, their lives ſhall be vanity, darn walks in 
a vain ſbadow, in a vain ſhew, Pſal. 39. 5, 6. Sure- 
ly every man walks in a vain ſhew, ſurely they aredif- 
quieted 1avain: the life of Nature is full of vanity, ir 
appears in that it ſatisfzerh not it is empty andvain,for 
it proves many times a burden,even vanity : life it ſelf, 
which is the moſt excellent thing in nature, it proves a 
burden if you declare the vanity of it : and ſo many 
times it is ſo to the wicked, and to the Godly. Lite 
Is a burden to the wicked : there is a principle in nature 


in a manto live, to deſire to live, tolive alwaies, and 
yet man many times is weary to live; the wicked man 
would livelong, and yet his life is a burden, he would 
Jive longer, he never dies willingly, though ſome- 

times 
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times he be the inſtrument of his own deſtruction, he. 


dies not willingly ; It is ſaid of the wicked man, That 
be ſhall not live out balf his daies, Why, though 
they may live longer than the righteous, though he 
live a hyndred years, yer he may not live out half his 
daies, he deſiresto live long, and yet life is a burden 
ro him, here is a vanity : eſpecially when the Lord 
ſhall break in upon his ſoul with apprehentions of 
wrath, and when he meets with vexutions and diſquiet- 
ments fromthe world, many times he ſpeaks againſt 
his life, and acts againſt his life, which is a great fin : 
here's a vanity, 

Nay, natural life is a burden many times to Gods 
own people; 'you may ſee how it comes ſhoxt of the 
life of Chrift, though it is the moſt excellent thing in 
nature, yet itis a burden to the Saints ; the corruption 
that is within their own hearts, which doth follow 
them all the time of life, makes life a burden : O miſe- 
rable man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from this 
body of fin and death ? The workings of corruption 
have made his very life a bufden to him, who ſhall de- 
liver him from it? And fo through the temptation of 


Satan the life is made burdenſome, through the evil of 


the times, through the diſhonovr that 1s brought to God 
in the world, whilſt they look upon it their life is 
made a byrdentothem ; Lor's righteous ſoul was vexed, 
his life was a burden to him : though they dare not 
think againſt their lives, and a& againſt their lives, 
yet many times life is a burden to Gods own people, 
not but that they are willing to bear their burden whilft 
God is pleaſed tolet them live here. But now, 
Turn your eye to Chriſts life, -and you ſhall ſee the 
life of Chriſt 1s full of ſatisfa&ion, full of content- 
ment : I's full of ſatisfa&ion, you don't ſay of that as 
ſometimes Job ſaid of his life, you may ſee in Fob 7: 


IF, IQy 
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15, 16, he was under ſore temptation, and in grear 
aMicion, I loath it, 1 would not live alway ; why Fob 


' never ſaid ſo of the life of Chriſt,be never ſaid of that, 


Tloathit, I would not live alway ; No, on the con- 
trary, agracious heart ſaies thus, 1 love it, I delight 
in.it, 1 would live alway, let me live to Eternity, to 
lifr upthe name of God, to behold his Glory, to wait 
at his foot-ſtool, to extol his glorious name for ever 
and ever ; thus you ſee how contrary the life of Chrift 
is unto the life of nature, inreſpe& ofthe vanity of it, 
2. But again, ' Secondly, The life of Nature is & 
ſinful life, and that makes it worſe than vanity , fra 
doth accompany it all along, yea in its firſt riſe, in ics 
firſt being, 1n ſin was. I conceived, ſaies David, A 
man that hath nothing but the life of nature lives to no. 
thing but to fin : he lives to diſhonour God, he lives 
to wound and to deſtroy himſelf, helives to do hurt in 
the world, in injury to others ; and theſe arethe fruits 


that nature brings forth : but thelife of Chriſt is pure 


and holy, it's without fin, there is no principle of cor- 
ruption in it ; and therefore it never dies, it never ex- 
pires, it hath no principle of corruption in it ſelf, but 
it is pure as the life of God is pure. But again, 

3. Thirdly, The life of Nature is 4 miſerable life; 
it's full of miſery; ſee how 7ob ſpeaks of it, ſpeaking 
of the life of Nature, he ſaies, That man #« born to 
miſery as the ſparks fiie upward, that is, Naurally : 
the ſparks naturally flie upward, and fo there is all 
the portion that a man is born unto by nature; 1f he 
hath any beſides his miſery, it's beſides his portion, he 
hath more than he was born to, for he was born to 


miſery : But the life of Chriſt hath no ſorrow 1n it, 


for he that is'born again to God, is born to happineſs, 
he is born to joy, he is born to glory, even as the 
[parks flie upward ;, this is the portion that he is born 
to, 
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to; and if he comes ſhort of this; it's accidental, be- 
caufe he comes ſhort of che life of Chrift, if he cotties 
ſhorr of this glory and joy in the Holy GhoſR, it's be- 
cauſe he comes ſhort of the life of Chrift, for the life of 
Chriſt ſhall be compleated in Heaven, where it ſhall not 
be interrupted in its aRings, chen there ſhall be no- 
thing but peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt ; there (hall 
be then no ſorrow, for all tears ſhall be wiped away : 
this is the extellency of the life of Chrift. Again, 

4. Fourthly, Thelife of Nature is 4 decreaſing life : 
1 decreaſes as ſoon as ever it comes into the world, as 
fooh as ever a man begins to live, He comes up, and is 
cat down like a flower > The Candle conſumes as toon- 
as it is lighted : and evenihus 1s the life of Nature ; 
and it's like a Garment thar 1s eaten with the Moths, 
i's continually decreafing and waxing worſe and worle. 
There are ſo many worms at the root of the Tree, 
gnawing at the root of our Tree, that as ſoon as ever 
we ſpring above ground, our natures decreaſe continuat- 
ty : butthe life of Chriſt is 2n increaſing life, there is. 
x period beyond which a Chriſtian' fhall not grow, he 
doth not comie ro bis heighr, and. then go downward, 
there is no period in his growth ſo long as he is on 
this fide Heaven, there is no old age m-which his life 
decreafecth; it's true, the operations of life may be 
deftroyed in a Chriftian, bur the . principle of life in- 
creaſes continually : and therefore the protniſes are 
made rhart they thall be as Trees: which bring forth 
fruit m old age; andihat they ſhall grow from ſtrength 
to ſtrength, antil' they come to appear before him ins 
$:0n.; and rhus inthe ſtrength of Chriſt they ſhall go 
trom ftrength ro ſtrength, which'is far more excellent 


than the life of Nature. 4: 

5. Burt again Fifthly, The life of nature 55 an uncer- 
tain life ; there is no man hath aliy leaſe of life, bur 
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dvr times are in the Lords hand, and there is no man 
living bath certainty of life for 2 moment ; It” s truf, 

the Fool in the Goſpel makes large promiſes, a F 
makes a large leaſe to himſelf of that which was nor 
his own, he would leaſe out life for years, for many 
years, buthe reckoned without his Land-lord, and you 
know that that night his ſoul was taken from him, Of 
all things in the world, life is the moſt uncertain thing, 
bur the life of Chriſt har Chriſt gives 15 moſt certain, 
it js a life that cannor be taken away : it 1s as ſure to a 
Chriſtian as the life of Chrift in Heaven 1s ſure, & 

Chriftian can no moredie than Chriſt can die, Becauſe 
T live, ſaies he, ye ſhall live alſo; as ſure as 1 live, 
ye {hall live alſo ; as my life is certain, fo your life alſo 
1s certain ; for your life ſhall no man take from you. 
Though there be many that ſeck to take away a 
Chriftians life, yer none ſhall. be ableto do it. 1. The 
World (ball not rob them of life, Be of good comfors 
T have overcome the world, ſaies Chriſt. 2. Sinis ano- 
ther enemy to the life of Chriſt, but yet it ſhallnot 
prevail. Sn ſhall not bave dominion over yon, for 


you are not under the Law bat nnder grace ; there's 


the bond of the Lords faithfulneſs. Again, 3. Saran 

is another enemy to the life of Chrift, but he ſhall not 

prevailneither, Chriſt hath ſpoiled Principalitics and 

Powers, and bath trinmphed over them ; for it 18 ſaid, 

the Lord Jeſus ſhall tread down Satan under your fees 

Prtly, that the life of Chriſt (tall not be taken from 
; here1s the excellency of it. Again, 

Ys Sixthly, The life of nature s« @ deceitful life, 
both for time and continuance,and alſo for the comforts 
of it, it promiſes a great deal but performs little or no- 
thing ; riches, and honcur, and pleaſures, and the 
reſt oi the ood things of natural life ; it promiſeth 
much bur performs little : but when the creature comes 
to 
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to experience, as Solomorr did; why, he is detcived, 
deceived in his exp:Ration, for he finds nothing but 
vanity and vexation of ſpitit ; let a man try, if he 
will, he ſhall never find fo much comfort as itpromiſeih 
him; bbt thie life of Chriſt is no whit deceitful, it doth 
not promiſe more than it performs, there is alwaies 
more found in the enjoytnent of the life of Chriſt than 
was promifed; and more than the ſoul did ever expe; 
how ofteh doth the poor foul cry out ( with the Queen 
of Sheba ) that is taken up into the Mount and ſees 
Chriſt transftgured ; Do but behold a little of his glo- 
ty, ſhe cries, behold there was no ſpirit left in her 
when ſhe ſaw Solomon's houſe; for ſhe did not believe 
what was told to the half of what ſhe ſaw ; Why, 
fo when the life of Chrift is given oti to the ſoul, you 
ſhall find more than ever was told ; God will be more 
and better in the performance than he was in the pro- 
miſe;and truly;the life and gtory of Chrift is Incompre- 
benſible in reſpeC of the creature, the latgeſt capacity 
and underſtanding, though intighrened and fanCtified, 
1s not able to takein the leaſt part of the glory of the life 
of Chriſt, it's not able tro compretiend the notion of it, 
much lefsrhelife ir ſelf the great difcoveries of it (hall 
be reſerved for heaven; and rhien it (Hall be found of all 
Saints that the life of Chriſt was not like the life of man, 
there was no deceitfulneſs in it; But toſay no more : 
7. Seventhly, The life of Nature 4 momentaxy 
life ; therefore ofcen compared 'in Scripture to things 
that are not, or are gone in a moment ; the breath, the 
(hadow, the wind that paſſeth away, there's.no con- 
tinuance, 1t comes up and is cut down : there 1s no con-. 
tinuance compared with Eternity, it's but a moment, 
the longeſt life is but a paſſage, there's no ſtay, 1t's but 
a Bridge to go over, it's bur a Bridge to Eternity ; life 
15 but 3 moment, but now the life of Chrift is an __ 
fe, 
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life, the life that Chriſt givesto the ſoul is eternal, he 
that lives in Chriſt, and with Chriſt, ſhall live for 
ever, it ſhall never be taken away, it ſhall fiever be 
blown out, but the ſoul thac hath thelife of Chriſt, 
ſhall live as long as Chriſt lives, it cah no more die, 
than Chriſt can die ; now he died bur once, and being 
riſen from the dead, he can die no more, but he lives 
for ever and ever; and thus is the life of Chriſt whcn 
ever it is communicated to a ſoul, that foul candie no 
more, it hath died when Chriſt died, and therefore 
ſhall die no more, butit ſhall live, it ſhill live even to 
Eternity, and to Eternity ic ſhall lift upthe name of 
God and Chriſt. You ſee how excellent the life of 
Chriſt is, how far it ſurpaſſes the life of nature, every 
man deſires to live, and to live long, becauſe the life of 
nature is apprehended to be excellent ; but you have 
ſeen whar a poor life it is without the life of Chriſt : 
it's 2 poor, vain, ſinful, miſerable, wretched, de- 
creaſing, uncertain, deceitful, momentany life : O that 


that which hath been ſpoken of the life of Chriſt,might 
ſir up all your hearts to enquire the way of life, thacr 
you may fit and wait at the toot-ftool, and wait for the 
givings out of his life, for he came to this end that you 


might have life, and that you might have it more abun- 
dantly, | 
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SERMON IV. 


 —— 


PHILLIP. 1::;2t; 


For to me to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain, 


DOCT. 
Chriſt ts a Believers Life. 


Hat's the Propofition in hand : I have con- 
cluded the DoEtrinal part the laft day, and 

I made Application. I put you ypon exa- 
mination, to ſee whether the life of Chrift 
de in you or no; It is not enough ro havea name to 
live,for many ſhall come from the Eaft and Weſt, and 


ſhall fir down with Abraham, when the children of 


the Kingdom ſhall be caft our into utter darkneſs; and 
therefore you that have a name to live, examine 'whe- 


ther is Chrift your life or no. But to proceed by way 
of InftruRion, 


Uſe 3. Let us take notice, in the third place, of 


the excellent ftate of every Believer , I ſay, take no- 
rice of the excellent ſtate of every " Believer that is 
made partaker of the life of Jeſus Chriſt. If the 
life of nature be fo excellent, and& makes the STEaGurs 
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- fv excellent in its kind, why then how excellent is this 


life of Chriſt, which is communicated and made over 
unto his people? I ſay, the life of nature is ſo excellent, 
4s that che leaſt worm that creeps upon the earih, ts 
of more noble account than the Sun in the Firmament ; 
the moſt inanimate creature in all the world is worth 
the <un, 1n reſpect of its life, truly, the meaneft of 
Saints, he that is leaſt in his own eye, and it may be, 
in the eye of the world, he 1s moſt excelJent in the eye 
of God, in the eye of Saints and Angels; Iſay, in 
the eye of the inviſible world, he is more excellenc 
than the greateſt man on earch, that ſhines with the 
greateſt worldly glory that can be, for why ? this 
Ile worm hath life , this worm Jacob hath life 
whereas a natural man is dead, and without life; in 
Eccleſ. 9.4. A live Dog ts better than adead Lion ; 
Why, Brethren, it is true in this ſenſe alſo ; thewo- 
man of Canaan knew ſhe was called Dog, and ſo ſhe 
was in reſpe& of her outward condition, for ſhe was 
one of the out-caſt Gentiles, a ſtranger tothe chil- 
dren, nor worthy to ear of the crumbs of the Table ; 
but chough ſhe was a Dog, ſhe was aliving Dog, and 
though a Dog, yer ſhe was accounted by Chriſt tar 


better than the great Rabbies of the World, ſhewas 


a living Dog, though they were but dead Lions, and 
the ſhall ſhine in the t irmament, whenas the dead Lions 
of the World hall rot and their carcaſſes ; the living 
Shrub that ſhall grow and flouriſh, when the dead 
Oak ſhall be cut down and made fuel for the fire. 
And therefore, 1 beſeech you Brethren, that you 
would learn by this how to judge of your ſelves, and 
how to judge of others, and not according to ' that 
mean condition that ( happily ) God hath caſt you in, 
in the World, but by thar principle of life which is 
within you ; .if Chrift be your life, if Chrift bein 

Mens TD CT vZ you 


420 Chriſt a Chriſtiaps Life. 
You the hope of Glory , ' why, though in reſpe& 
Of your natural life and outward accommodations, 
Your life is but as the life of a worm, yet your ſpiritual 
life being in you, is a life better than the life of An- 
Sels, whieh is a ſpark of the life of Chrift himſelf, 
of God himſelf ; which though their life be hid, it's 
hid with God in Chriſt, Ard when Chriſt who 4 
your life ſhall appear, then ſhall you alſo appear with 
him in Glory ,, and therefore notwithſtanding all thoſe 
hinderances of Clouds in the World that are caſt upon 
you, yet know that this your life is bid with Chriſt in 
God, So much by way of InftruQion. 

Uſe 4. A word of Exhortcation, And firſt of alt 
I ſhall ſpeak unto ſuch as are ftrangers vnto the life of 
Chriſt, And Secondly, Fo thofe in whom Chriſt is a 
principle of life. 

x. Firft of all, Fo thoſe that are ſtrangers to the 


life of Chriſt. My defire and requeſt is, That the 


Lord would cauſe you to come to Chrift for life, the 
Father hath made him the principle of life unto all that 
ſhall live in his fight, you that are dead in fins and 


p 


treſpaſſes, that it may be eaſily ſeen and ſaid of you, ' 


that the World is your life, and that your luſts are 
your life, that your life is bound up in creatures, and 
not in Chriſt, I beſeech you, rhat you would this 
day come to Chriſt: thit he may give you life; know 
it, that the Lord doth this day tender life to you, the 
Lord Chriſt tands weeping over you, in this Ordi- 
nance, as ſometimes he wept over Lazar, in Fobn 
FI. 35. Jeſus wept. And truly I may ſay, Chrift 
ſtands weeping over you ; poor ſinners that are ftand- 
ing with your treſpaſſes and fins, the Lord Chriſt 
ftands weeping over you, be ſounds forth this Word, 
Awakethou that {kkepeft, and fland up from the dead, 
and Chriſt (hall give thee life + know that youare BY 
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_ for him then to caſt you among the dead, and bury 
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dead ſleep ; ſuch as are ſtrangers to the life of Chriſty 
they are like men in a ſleep; they are filled with 
fancies and dreams, and conceits, that they have 
life and ftrength, righteouſneſs and glory , they 
dream of a Feaſt, but when they awake they are 
hungry ; thou conceiteft thou art Rich, and ſtand'ſt 
in need of nothing, and knoweſt not that thou arc 
poor, Miſerable, blind and naked : now it 1s to you 


- that the Lord faies, Ariſe, awake thou that ſlcep- 


eſt; it is high time we ſhould awake, the Apoſtle 
ſaies, The night ts paſt, the day is at hand, and 
therefore it is high time that men ſhould awake ; 
there is a glorious day that the Goſpel ſhall now 
ſhine, in which the Lord makes gracious diſcove- 
ries of himſelf ; light ſhines round about you, and 
therefore awake thou that ſleepeſt : Jt is a thame 
for men to lie a bed Sleeping and Snorting when 
the Sun ſhines on their faces, and calls them to la« 
bour : what a ſhame-is it for men to lie aſleep in 
the day of the Goſpel, when the Sun hath riſen 
and viſited our coafts? O know | the Lord bids thee 
to awake, and ſtand up from the dead thou that 
lleepeſt ; I beſeech you, be not found amongſt the 
dead; when God ſhall find you amongſt the dead, 


yeu out of his fight, caſt you for ever out of his 
gh to Eternity; O let this awaken your ſouls, 
when God calls you to awake. | 
ObjeF. Bur you will ſay, If we be dead men, 
why do you ſpeak to us? Can the dead ariſe ? Can 
the dead hear the yoice? Why do you bid us ſtand 
up and awake, if we be as dead men ? 

Anſw. 1 Anſwer, lt is true there is no principle 
of life in a natural man: the Lord doth not ſpeak to 
Yop, becauſe you haye a principle of life in you, 
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he doth not ſpeak to you, becauſe you have life in 
you, but he ſpeaks thar ſo: you may live, he ſpeaks 
that ſo he may convey life to you, for you muſt 
know that the Lord Jeſus 1s the Prince of life, he 1s 
the Lord of life, he can command life, he pives life 
by his Word, he gives life by the breath of his 
mouth , and therefore know it is not an empty word, . 
when the Lord calls upon you to live and to rand ; 
up, forhe that ſpeaks to you is the "Lord of lite. 
When Chriſt ſpake to Lazarus, Come forth , he 
knew Lazarus had no power of himſelf to come | 
forth, bpt when he ſpeaks, he pives life to Laza- 
1 144 and enables him to live, and to ariſe, and lo he 
comes out of his Grave , Why, ſo it is, the Lord 
Jeſus ſpeaks and call upon you to live, and he will 
give you life ; it 1s the prerogative of God, hecalls 
things that are not, as if they were; he (peaks tO 
dead men as if hey were alive; and when the Lord 
ſpeaks he a&s upon the ſoul; there is an cffetual ope- | 
ration in the Spiric of Chriſt that goes along tothe _ 
8'ving of life to every ſoul that belongs unto God 
by the Word of the Lord. If a mangoto a heap. 
of Wood, and he commandsthe Wood 1o burn, he 
may command long enough before he ſhall ſee any 
{uch effe& upon it ; but if this man take fire in his 
band, fire in one hard, and bellows in the other, and 
lay firero the wood, and blow upon the fire, he "ſhall | 
preſently ſee it ariſe up toa flame : And thus the Lord 
ſ>xaks, his Word is not an empry Word, bur he car- 
Ties fire along with it : when be faics, O ſoul live}. 
Q ſoul be inflamed wich defire after it } this is not an 
empty word, bur there is efficacy goes along with it, 
the Lord- pours: out ( going along with it ) pours 
out 'a ſpirit of burning, and breaths upon the ſame. 
Word, with command that ſparks be blown up OA. 


migh YN; 
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mighty flame; ſo that the Lord ſpeaks, and when he. 
ſpeaks, his words are not in vain; when he ſpeaks 
that he would have you to live, do not you make ob- 
jeRions againſt the life of Chriſt, do not ſay we are 
dead creatures, how ſhould we live ? Contider what 
eAbraham did , it is ſaid, He conſidered not his 
own body, when it wait dead, neither the deadneſs 
of Sarahs womb ; be did not look upon it, in Rom. . 
4.19. Not being weak, in Faith; it is ſaid he con- 
ſidered not his own body now dead, dead as to gene- 
ration, nor the deadneſs of $arabs womb, but he eyed 
the Word of the Lord, the faithfulneſs and truth of 
God in his Word, he lookt to the all-ſufficiency of 
that God which had promiſed, he knew that he was 
able to perform whar he had ſpoken, though'it ſeemed 
never fo unlikely unto ſenſe, therefore he ſtaggered not 


at the promiſe through unbelief, but he was ſtrong 


in faith giving glory to God: and ſo alſo you poor 
creatures, do nor loo« ſo much upon your own dead- 
neſs, but know that God can out of very ſtones raiſe 
up children unto Abraham, he can quicken thee by 
the Word of his mouth, and the breath of his no- 
ftrils : though thou lieft before him as Adam did, 
who was as a lump of clay, liveleſs and uſeleſs, bur 
the Lord made a body thereof, and made it to become'x 
living body ; though thou art dead,the Lord can breath 
life in thee by the Word of bis Spirit, and ſo it ſhall 
burn unto Eternity; all the life and breathings, and 
motions of the Spirit after the Lord, theſe are kindled 
by the Spiric of the Lord; therefore look not ſo 
much after thine own deadneſs, but look to the faith- 
fulneſs of him that bath promiſed, that thou maiſt not 
ſtagger at the Promiſe through unbelief, 7 
Objeti, Bur 1 am not only without the life of 
Chriſt, ſaith ſume poor guilty ſinner, but I have 
Cc 4 been 
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Deen an enemy. to the life of Chriſt, I have op« 


Poſed the life of Chriſt both in my own ſoul and 
Others ; I have ſmothered thoſe motions of the Spi- 
rit, that h: hath often caſt in, I have perſecuted 
the appearances of the life of Chriſt in others, and 
the Lord cauſe me to lie under the apprehenſion of 
the guilcof it, and now 1am ready to think and con- 
clude that I am caſt out of fight, the time of life tx 
paſt, and the Lord hath for ever excluded me, and 
ſhut me under death, darkneſs and horror; I ſhall 
not ſee the life of Chriſt. 

Anſw. Why even to thee let me ſay that eternal 
life is the free gift of God, I ſay, this life is the free 
gift of God, there 1s no gift more free than this 
| life which God doth impart umto poor ſinners : It 
was ſaid when Chriſt aſcended up on high, be led 
Captivity Captive, and he received gifts for men, 


even for the rebellious. alſo, that Gad might dwell 


amaneſ} them: Chriſt received life for Rebels, he 
reccived gifts for Rebels, and this was not the leaft 


of gifts, this was the greateſt of pifts that Chriſt re- 


_ ceived for Rebels, this pift of life ; and therefore you 
ſhall ſee how Chriſt gavelife unto that evil generation 
that did fo perſecute him even to the very death ; 
though they cut him off from the Land of the living, 
as not being worthy to live among them, yet toma- 
ny of thoſe that were the chief aRors, the chief in- 
ſtruments of the Crucifying of the Lord of life, there 
was life given them, as we may ſee by thoſe that 
were converted at Peter's Sermon, and made pars. 
takers of the death, of Chriſt andlife of Chriſt , the 
Apoſile tells them in As 2. 23. He was delivered 


by the determinate connſel and fore-knowledge of - 
Goe, him ye have taken, and by wicked hands have 
Crucificd and ſizin : And afterwards in that Chapter | 


you 
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you ſhall read that even thoſe he ſpeaks to here, at 
Verſe 37. were converted, life was diſpenſed rothem, 
pardon to them, mercy to them, grace to them, 
eyen to them that had with wicked and cruel hands 
ſain and crucified the Lord of life and glory; and 
therefore alſo Chriſt ſaies in Fohn 6, That he came 
to give his life for the World; he gave bu fl ſh 
for the life of the world ; the world that lay in wick« 
edneſs, that was in darkneſs, that was filled with en- 
mity againſt Chriſt, and againſt his people whilſt they 
were here in the world ; Chriſt gave his fleſh to be 
life unto the world, therefore ſee that eternal life is 
the-gift of God ; he gives it ſo freely to Rebels, to 
ſuch who had their hands embrewed in his blood, 
that had with wicked hands crucified and (lain him. 
See what a door of Hope is ſet open for poor guilty 
ſinners that they may come in and be made partakers 
of this life of .Chriſt. 

Obje&t. Bur it may be that ſoul will further Ob- 
jet and ſay ; I have 'not only been an enemy to the-- 
life of Chriſt, but 1 have continued ſo long dead in 
ſins and trefpafſes, that when I look upon my con- 
dition, it ſeems unto me like unto the ſtate of dead 
and dry bones, . and I arn ready to ſay, Is it poſſible 
that ſuch dead and dry bones ſhould live, that have 
lainſo long in the Grave of ſin, ſo long rotting and 
_— in their luſts, is it poſſible that ſuch ſhould 
ive ? 

| Anſw, Let me tell you, That the Lord carries on 
his.-work, though under great diſadvantages; that 
Parable or Viſion that was repreſented to the Prophet 
Ezekiel, concerning the Jews, is very remarkable, 
in Ezek, 37. 3. And he ſaid unto me, Son of man 
Can theſe bones live? And I anſwered, O Lord, 
thou knoweſt; Go Prophefie upon them , and the 
Lord 


TT} 
Lord (aies then he would give life unto them:T know no 
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way how they ſhall live, it is beyond the reach of the 
creature to know,thouart infinite in wiſdom and power, 
O Lord thou knoweſt the way how'to'give life and 


being to them; Well, ſaies God, they ſhall live., the 


Lord, often gives life ro ſuch poor creatures in ſuch a 
conditivn whenthey are like unto dead and dry. bones, 
when furibeſt from life ; the skin was not only broken, 


and the fleſh conſumed, and the bones looſned and. 
disjointed,. but they were ſcattered abroad, broken 
and dry, and fo they were in ſuch an eſtate as was far- 


theſt off from life, but even then the Lord delights to 
communicate life, When LZazarus had lain four 
daies in the Grave, then the Lord Chrift raiſed him up, 
he could have raiſed him as ſoon as his breath had gone 
out, but the Lord Cbrift let him go four daies, when 
he ſeemed to be fartheſt off from life, when his ſiſter 
bad ſaid, Lord by this time he ſti-keth; (ates Chriſt 
unto her, Did not I tell thee, if thou wouldeſt be- 
tieve, thou ſhouidſt ſee the gloryof God ? What ſaies 
Chriſt to the poor ſoul, when the ſoul ſaith, Lord I 


have lain. ſo long ſtinking in my lufts, and how: is it 


poſſible I ſhould believe? Have not I told thee ( ashe 


ſaid ro Martha ) that if thou wouldeſt believe, thou 


ſhalt ſee the glory of God, the glory of his Power 


and the glory of his Grace, to-give lifetotheſe dry 


bones ? Soſay T to you, notwithſtanding all theſe dil- 
couragements, £0 and wait upon the Lord, and fit ar 
the foot-ſtool of Chrift and wait for the giving: our.of 


life, and know that Chriſt ſaid, The hour 1 come when 


they that are in their Graves ſhall hear the voice of 


the.ſon of God and: live: Sit down at Chrifts foot, 
and wait to: hear. his voice, hearken diligently when: 
Chriſt will ſpeak, and what Chrift will ſpeak to thy: 
are: 


ſoul, for certainly the hour is come when ſuch as ar 
in 
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in their Graves ſhall live ; wait ſor the voice of Chriſt, 


and wait for the pourings out of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
the Spirit of life, and the Spirir of faith that may car. | 
ry up thy ſoul to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, and know - 
chat be is the Refurre@ion and the Life, and though © 
thou beeſt never ſo dead in thy ſelf, yer by faith inChriſt 
thou ſhalt live, Thus much to thoſe that are ſtrangers 

\ 10 thelife of Chriſt, 
Let me ſpeak a word to thoſe that have intereft in 


Chriſt. 
Uſe 5. If Chriſt be your life, then I beſeech you, 


that you would live upon Chrift, tetch life from Chriſt, 
let it appear to all the world that Chrift is your life ; 


let it appear in all your aCtings, in your converſings 
with- God, and in your converſations in the world. 
O that you would make Chriſt your lite | Whar a 
ſhame is it that Chriſtians ſhould live no more upon 
Chriſt > ſee that you look umio him as your life, as 
your life of Rzghreouſneſs, as 'your life of Holineſs, 


as the life of all your Comforts, as the life of all Ordi- 


nances; live upon Chriſt, upon the ſtrength of Chriſt 
in all your works, and in all your duties : it's a bleſ- 


ſed frame of ſpirit when the foul can ſay as the Apo-. 
ſtle did, in Gal. 2. 20. I live, laies he, and yer not J, 
but Chriſt lives in me, When a man can ſayitis I, 
and.yet not I, ir's Chriſt that lives in me, it's the Spi- 


ric of Chriſt that ſpeaks in me, and it's the ſtrength of 
Chriſt that as in me, it's the arm of Chrift that ſup- 
ports me, and'it's the wiſdom of Chriſt that guides 
me: it's no more [I that live, it's not I that work, 


bur it's the Spirit of Chrift chat doth all this in me, - 


and for me: why then I fear we are debtors to this 
exhortation, and what a ſhame is it that we ſhould live 
ſo, little upon Chriſt, that we ſhould live ſo much 
upon the creature, and ſo much upon ſelf > Truly, 
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r\c Lord may rake up a complaint againſt moſt of this 
Generation, as ſometimes he did againſt his people 
Iſrael; Theſe people had committed two great evils, 
they had forſaken me the fountain of living water, 
and digged to themſelves broken Ciſterns: To go 
for the living amongſt the dead, to live ſo much upon 
creatures, to live ſo much upon outward things, for 
a Chriftian to have his life bound up in them, ſo as he 
knows not how 'to live without them 3 and ſaies, if I 
Joſe ſuch acomfort, and am deprived of ſuch a relation, 
O I am undone for ever , what a diſhonour 1s thisto 
Chriſt, and to that principle of life that is in you? 
That-yoyrlife ſhould be bound up in any creature what- 
ſoever; know that a Chriſtian cannot be undone ; ſo 
long as Chriſt lives he lives, Chriſt can die no more, 
and therefore his life cannot be put out , the life of 
his righteouſneſs, and thelife of his comforts ſhall not 
die, they ſhall be put out no more than the life of Chriſt 
is. Therefore let me deſire that you would look to 
Chriſt for an abundance of life, I fay, look to Chrift 
for abyndance of life. , it is not enough that Chrift be 
a principle of life in you, but a Beltever ſhould look 
- to Chriſt for abundance of life, it was the end of his 
coming, 1 came that they might have life, ſaies he, 
and that they might have it more abunaantly :. 
Chriſt came that bis people might have abundance of 
life, and therefore do not ſtraiten your ſelves, be 
not ftraicened in your own bowels, when you are 
not ftrairened in Chriſt, you are not ftraitened 
in your principle, With thee is the fountain of life, 
ſaith the Plalmiſt, ard therefore in thy life we ſhall 
fee life : The fountain of life is in Chriſt, and there- 
fore there is abundance of life for all Believers; there 
is no man need to- make ſpare of the fountain head, 
if a man beowner of a fountain, ſurely he need _ 
| (MAKE 
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make ſpare, he may drink abundantly , hearty 
draughts, and not to fip when he hath a fountain to 
go to : with Chriſt is a fountain of life, he is a 
fountain, and a fountain ſer open ; therefore I be- 
ſeech you go to Chriſt for abundance of life, let 
all your aRings be proportionable to that principle of 
life that is in you : What a ſhame is it that we ſhould 
have a living head in Heaven, 1 fay, a living head, 
and that we ſhould be ſuch dead members? O thar 
the Lord would cauſe all our ſouls to look unto this 
Fountain , that ſlo we may be filled and ſatisfied. 
What do you more than others ? faies Chrift unto 
his people. There is ſome fingular thing that Chriſt 
expeQs his people ſhould do, they have a principle 
above others, and therefore their aCtings ſhould be 
above others; the life of a Chriftian or a Believer, 
is as much above the life of the natoral man, as the 
life of man is above the life of beaſts, or the life of 
a Tree or a Plant, and therefore the operation of 


their life is far more excellent; what a ſhame is it 
that ir ſhould be (aid of a Chriftian, ſuch as pro- 


feſs the life of Chriſt, what do they more than 


others > Wherein do they differ from the World 2 
What difference betwixt them, and thoſe that have 
their portion in- this life? O my Brethren, if Chrift 
be your life, then ler all the breathings, and mo- 
tions of your ſpirits be high, noble, and lifted up, 
let them be carried after God, and let all the a&- 
ings of your ſpirits be in a proportion to that prin- 
ciple of life that is in you to Chrift, who 15 your 
hope of glory. 

But again, I beſeech you, take heed that you do 
nothing againft the life of Chrift that is in you : 
It 1s a fin for a man to aR apainſt his life, againſt 
his natural life, ro do that which may Bhs 
es 
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life, to do that which may hinder the comfort of 
life; and if ſo, then whac an evil is it to a& apainſt 
the life of Chriſt, ſeeing the life of Chrift is far 
niore excellent-rhan the life of Nature, .as you heard 
before ; it coſt Chriſt dear, that life which he cotn- 
municaies to his people, it coſt him his blood, ir 
was not. purchaſed without the laying down of his 
life, and therefore take heed that you do not a&t 
apainft him : Ler Chriſtians rake heed that they do 
not negle&t communion with God ; negleAing of 
cominunion, and fleighting of cottmunion, is an a&- 
ing againſt the life of Chrift in them, for why, 
the life of Chriſt comes in that way, it 1s maintained 
by the ſouls converſing with God, and therefore 
when a man turns his eye ſo from God, when he 
is looking downward , continually paring upon the 
things ef this World, neglecting the things of Eter- 
nity, and does not eye God, and does not converie 
with God in all Ordinances and Duties, why this 
is an obftruRing of the life of Chrift in you, 
Again, Take heed of giving way to any vanity, 
take heed of making bonds with fin, that you do 
' not ſtep our from God in the leaſt, it is deſtruQive 
to the operation of the life of Chriſt, fin weakens 
the inward man, as fickneſfes and difeafcs do the bo- 
dy, take away the natural ſtrength, thar a man can- 
not a& with that ſtrength as before: fo it is with 
fin, when the ſoul gives way to lofts and corrupr1- 
_ ons: whatever rhey be, he weakens bjs own ſtrength, 
he entertains fellowſhip with chat which is an enemy 
to the life of Chriſt in him. ET F 
And then take heed of giving way to finful paſ- 
ſions and unbelief, and d<jeRion of ſpirit, for theſe 
alſo are great enemies to the life of Chriſt , I (ay, 
dejeAion of ſpirit is ag,.eriemy to the life of Chriſt, 
Ee nngenn a HT as 
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4s well as to the life of Nature : therefore reaſon 
with your paſſions,” as ſometimes David did , Why 
art thou caſt down, O my ſoul, and why art thou 
ſo diſquieted within me ? Know that he hath made 
you Kings , he hath ſer you upon. the Throne thar 
you may judge your own hearts : that holy and ſan- 
Rified reaſon may call all your inordinate luſts and 
paſſions ro account in thy ſoul, and ſay as David 
did, Why art thou caſt down, O my ſoul, and why 
art thou. diſquicted within me? Take heed of nep- 
IeRting Ordinances , of ſleighting Ordinances, . it is 
by them that the life of Chriſt is maintained and 
cheriſhed, they are the Pipes, they are the Golden 
Pipes, though empty in themſelyes, yet they are the 
Pipes through which the Lord is pleaſed to convey life , 
and therefore tbe ſleighting of Ordinances, and caſting 
- of them off., muft needs make way for the hinderance 
of the life of Chriſt : Chriftians ſhould take heed, 1 
ſay, inany caſe, that they do not that which may be 
an obftruQion tothe life of Chriſt, to the atings, and 
to the motion of thelife of Chriſt in them. 

Again, To ſay no more, Let all Believers conſi- 
der what matter of conſolation the Lord hath laid 
for them in this, in that he hath made Chriſt to be 
their life ; I ſay, what matter of ftrong conſolation 
is it in the midſt of all their deaths and dangers, 
in the midſt of all their miſeries, in the midſt of all 
their corruptions and enemies, that they are com- 
paſt about with here in the World? Here is a hidden 
ground of conſolation : There 1s a principle of life 
in them, Chrift is their principle of Life, and ſuch 
a principle as (hall never decay in them, they have 
ſuch a life as endures for ever, Why, it is com- 
fort in the midſt of all the want of outward necel- 
ſaries; if Chriſtians want , they have a more ex- 
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cellent life than creatures, and if creatures ſay nx; 
tural life is better than raiment, then how much 
more. may it be (aid of ſpiritual life that it is bet- 
ter than food and raiment, and all outward things 
below? And ſo in the midſt of all affiiftions that 
do lie upon Gods people at any time, they may 
comfort themſelves with that hidden life that 
1s within them, though the World ſee not, the world 
takes no notice of jt, the Lord looks upon them as 
excellent becauſe of that life that is within them : 
yea, even death it ſelf, the people of God may com- 
fort themſelves as Fob did in the thoughts of death, 
in the apprehenſion of death, though it ſeem never 


ſo terrible, they have a living Saviour; they who 


have intereſt in Thriſt, he 1s a orinciple of life un- 


to them; Iknow that my Redeemer lives, and I ſhall 
ce him again at the laſt day, ſaies Fob, he lives, and 
e will be life to me, I ſhall ſtand up with him, 
and I ſhall live in his fight, this was that which 


Fob did ſolace his ſoul in, in the midſt of all thoſe 


affliQtions, in the thoughts of death it ſelf , whenit 
was preſented to him as the King of terrors, - yet 


ſer the Saints rejoice in this life, for it is ſuch a life 
as ſhall never be put out, though it be compaſſed” 


about :. it is a life .that is compaſſed about with ene- 
mies; and all that is in a man, and all that 1s with- 
out him, are enemies to the life of Chriſt, O how 


many temptations, and how many luſfts and corrupt! 


ons do. beſet ir round about every day? Well, herc 
is comfort to every one to whom Chriſt is a principle 
of life, that this life of Chrift (hall prevail, and ir 
ſhall continue to ſee all its enemies put under its feer, 
thou (halt live ro ſee them all put under thy feet; 


Chriſt indeed when he came inthe fleſh, was perſc- 


cuted in his very infancy, be wasdriven into a ſtrange 


Country, 
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Country, but he lived to ſee his enemies put under, in 
Matth.2. 19. the Angel comes and tells Joſeph, he 
may recurn witch ſafety, for they are dead which ſought 
the young Child's life; to-deftroy-him : it ſhall one 
diy be faid ſo whto every Belieyer, to every ſoul 
that hath intercft in the life of Chriſt, though for a 
timethey may be perſecuted, and hurryed and driven 
up and down with the luſts and cofruptions of their 
hearts and this wicked world, yet it ſhall be ſaid on- 
day, Lo, they are dead which ſought the Chilas life; 
Bur ſo much for this time. 
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PHILIP. zs. 21. 


For to me to live u Chriſt, and to die ut gain; 


Have concluded the firſt of theſe Propoſitions, 
That Feſus Chriſl is a Believers life, But 1 
ſhall proceed to a ſecond Propoſttion 1n the 
Text. 

For to me to live is Chriſt, and to die ts gain« 
T ſhall propound it as exemplary unto all the Saints, 


DOCT. 


That it is worthy your imitation to converſe with 
Death at a diſtance ; to prepare for Death before 
Death comes, 


You ſhall find it che praRtice of the Saints in Scri- 
pture: ſo did Moſes,” and ſo did David ; e Hoſes ns 
you have it recorded in P/al. go. 12. whichis a Pſalm 
of Moſes, So teach us to number our aaies, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wiſdom. Teach us ſoto num- 
ber them as we may know our own frailty ; ſo as we 
may have the impreſſions upon our hearts that we 
ares 
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tre but Graſs; and as the Flower in the Field thar 
withers in a moment ; and David puts upthe like 
Petition, in P/al. 39. 4.* -Lord make me to know my 
end, and the meaſure of my daies, what it #«, that 
1 may know how frail I am: Teach the to know my 
end, that I way know hiw frail ] am © He doth not de- 
fire to know how many daies he ſhall live,or when his 
end ſhall be, but to know how. frail a creature he was, 
that ir may take impreſlin on his heart. And truly 
theſe teachings are ſuch as none but God can teach; 
to reach a man to know how frail he is, arid every day 
to look upon himſelf as 4 Spire of Graſs, or as 
Flower in the Field, thar is in a withering and de- 
caying condition every moment, The Apoſtle Paul 
alſo tells what his practice was, ,in 1 Cor. 15. 31. I 
proteſt by your rejoicing , which 1 have in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord, I die daily: He died in affction 
to the World i: I fit looſe to the World, I die to 
ir in affeRion, but I alſo die daily, I put my ſelf into 
a dying condition, I know that I walk in the midſt of 
Jeopardies, and therefore | fir loofe from al}, yea 
from life ir ſelf, I proteft | diedaily. The Prophet 
ſpeaks of ſome that put the evil day far from them, 
it is a ſign that the day of Death is an evil day when 
men put it far from them ; it is a good day to the ſoul . 
that hath intereſt in Chriſt, it is the beſt day that ever 
came to him, Eccleſ. 7, 1. you ſhall ſee what the 
wiſe man ſays there, 4 good name ts better than a pre- 
cioxs Oyntment : and the day of death than the day 
of enes birth : It is not ſotoevery one, but to the 
righteous it is; to him that hath a good name, a name 
thar is better than precious oyntment;z to him that hatti 
the new name better than that of fons and daughters, 
to him the day of death is berter than the day of his 
birth; therefore ſaith the Apoftle, For to me to die 
Es  Þd 2 i 
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55 gain ; and thereforeit is good for Chriſtians to look 


upon death at a diſtance, for death in it ſelf is an ene- 
my : The laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed , ſaies 


the Apoſtle, # Death; it is an enemy, ſuch an ene-. 
my 2s hath a terrible viſage , and therefore let's look 


death in the face often, that ſo. we may be acquainted 
with the viſage of death, that the terror of this ene- 
my may be taken away : it 1s an enemy, and ſuch an 
enemy as is armed, ſuch an enemy as hath a ſting with 
him, The ſting of death s ſin; and therefore it is 
a great deal of wiſdom to combate with this enemy 


1 


at a diftance, to diſarm him, to take away the ſting 


before he*comes upon you, thai you may be the better 
able to grapple with him when he draws nigh; it is 
good therefore for men to conſider whether they be 


able to grapple with and meet this enemy or no, whe- 


ther they be able ro look hit in the face, ro put them- 
ſelves in a poſture of combating, and how you may 
meet with him without fear, how you may overcome 
bim by the blood of the Lamb, to exerciſe faith and to 
eye the conqueſt that Chriſt hath gotten over death, to 
ſee how he hath taken away the ſting and horror, and te 
ſanRifie the Grave, this 1s a great mercy, 
1. Firſt, And therefore let me ſpeak to you one word, 
you whoſe life isrhus to die, do itdaily with the Apo- 
ſtle: it is exceeding beneficial to the Saints this kind 
of exerciſe, the Lord himſelf doth commend it as 
a point of high wiſdom by Moſes, O how doth he 
wiſh bis people, that all his people were thus wiſe, in 
 Deut. 32.29. O that they were wiſe, that they un- 
derſtood thi, that they would conſider their latter 
end: it 1s a point of high wiſdom for men to conſider 
their latter end, and through grace it proves a great 
help, even unto the people of God, it proves a ſpur 
rtihem; I ſay it is a ſpur to tbe works and ſervices 
Ot 
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of their Generation, when they conſider their latter 
end : 1 muſt verk the work, of hive that ſent me, 
ſaies Chriſt, the night comes when no man can work 3 
and ſo again ſaies Solomon, Whatſoever thy hand finds 
to do, doit with all thy might ;. for there is no work, 
nor Aevice, or counſel, nor knowledge 7 in the Grave 

whither thou art going :, If therefore it licth before 
thee, neglect not the work of thy Generation ;' if he 
ſay, This is the way, walk in it; if he ſay, By this or 
by that thou ſhalt be for my Glory in the World, 
take heed you neglect it not, no, nota minute, for 
how ſoon maiſt thou go to thy home, thy long-home 
and there is no work inthe Grave; this , through grace 
I ſay, proves a ſpur to God's people, the confiderati- 
on of their latter end ; I have but alittle timein which 
I can gain glory to God's name, O rake it, O ſoul 
improve-it for God's glory ; this I ſay puts a man to 
eo his latter end. 

. Secondly, Again, It is that which will make the 
foul truly Magnanimous , truly valiant for God, it 
will beger a mighty Heroick ſpirit, this converſ ing 
with death at a diſtance, whis conſidering of a mans 
latter end , ſee what God ſaies in that pathetical wiſh 
[ before ſpake of in, Dear. 32. 29, 30. If they did 
but conſider their latter end, how ſhould one chaſe a 
thouſand, and two put ten choufand to flight : the con- 
fideration of this would make a man Magnanimovs 
for God, it would make a man to carry his lifein his 
hand, and yenture it freely if God ſhould call him 
forth : ſuch a righteous man hath converſed with death 
at a diſtance, and hath ſeen and knows that it will be 
gain ; he fears not a thouſand, he is cruly Magnani- 
mous, he only looks at the cauſe, and goes forth wil- 
ingly ; for though there be a thouſand to one, he 
fexra not, for he hath conſidered his fatter end. 


Dd 3 Whereas 
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Whereas on the contrary, the negleR of this, the neg 
|-& of converfing with death daily, makes men liable 
"go the ſnares and remprations of the world ; 1 ſay, the 
negleR of this doth expoſe men to a thouſand ſnares in 
the world ; how doth this world keep many from 
ſecking after the life of Chriſt > Houſe, Land , Friends, 
Riches, Honours and Pleaſure, whar fares "aretheſc 
to thouſands ? What's the cauſe of this ? It 1s becauſe 
men do not conſider their latter eng, it is becauſe thax 
men have kind' of phancy, or dream that they ſhall 
alwaies poſſeſs theſe things below ; men dream of an 
Eternity here, and they are not indeed pexſwaded of 
parting , that they are a parting from them, and 
ſo prove woeful ſnares ; they are negleRing the grear 
things of God, and the great things of Eternjty, be- 
cauſe they do not look uponall as Graſs, as withering 
Graſs, themſelves alſo as fading Flowers, therefore 


js that many a poor creature is brought down won- 
derfully, becauſe they do not converſe with death-ar 
a diſtance, they do not conſider their latter endy: in 
Lam. 1. g. She remembred not her latter end, there- 
fore ſhe came down wonderfully . becauſe men do not 
converſe with death at a diffance, they do nor conſis 
der their latter end: the rich Fool in the Goſpel re- 
membred not. his latter end,& therefore he came down 
wonderfully. men are brought down wanderfully, 
ſuddenly they are cyt off e're they are aware of it, 


diſtance ; and therefore when.ir comes, it is wonder- 


do not confider their latter end. 


 _ Obje&#.But you will fay, there are many. that converſe 
with death, and lopk death inthe face everyday, and 


ye6 we ſep they are not the þgtter for it ; as many thar 
Hon carry 


they are expoſed to theſe temptations; yea, therefore i it = 


pnd' all becauſe they do not converſe with death ar 2 


ful range ro them, becauſe they do. fot die daily, they 
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carry their lives in their hands when they go upon the 
Sea, and ſee the wonders of God in the deeps; and | 
when they go into the high places in the Field, to en- 
gage and vemure their lives, ſuch men look death 
in the face, yet+ we ſee not that they are the better 
for 1t. | 
Anſw. I Anſwer, It is true, there is a converfing 
. with death, which makes not men the better but the 
worſe: for there are many men, as Solomon fates, It 
z5 better to go into the houſe of mourning than into 
the houſe of feaſting, for in the houſe of wo 4 
the living they will lay it to beart , but it 1s poſli- 
ble for men to go ſo long in the houſe of mourning, 
to be hardened fo as they cannot lay death to hear, 
that they look upon it as a matter of cuſtom to die, 
and to be buried, and there is an end : it is poſſible for 
ſuch, the Prophet ſpeaks of, who have made a league 
with Hell and Death; but Pax/'s converfing with 
death at a diftance, was of another ftamp, for his 
- ehnverſing with death was from an impreſſion that 
God had made upon his ſpirit of the frailty of the 
creature, it was the Lord that taught him for to num- 
ber his dates; till God teach this lefſon, no man can 
converſe with death daily from an inward real appre- 
henſfion of the vanity of the creature, with the pe- 
riſhing condition of this Tabernacle of Clay, this was 
Paul's converſing, The wicked man converfeth with 
death, when he is bold to die ( as it is poſſible he may ) 
his familiarity with death, it ariſcth it may be 
from ſome ignorance or hardneſs, Whe takes his leap, 
as a blind man may do, when he $kips down a Hill ; 
he knows not how far it is to the bottom, through ig- 
norance men Know' not what death is, know not whar 
the condition is that death leads to,they do not confides 
of the conſequence of it, and of that Eternity that 
: — TI follows 


ago 
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follows death, and therefore it is ignorance of this 
thar makes the wicked man deſperate : but when the 
righteous! man is bold as a Lion, and death is familiar 
tq him, it.is from aprinciple of knowledge , and not 
from ignorance ; be knows what death is, he knows 
that in it ſelf it is ancnemy, it is an enemy to nature, 
and it 1s deftru&ive toall outward comforts, but he 
knows alſo that death hath left his fting, ”% knows it 
is conquered, jt is an enemy, but it 1s a conquered 
enemy, he knows that Chriſt -was the death of it : 

O Death, 1 will be thy death, it is Chriſt that hath 
fuifilled and made good that challenge, he knows there 
1s an Eternity beyond. the Grave, and can look upon 
it.as gainful, he knows it js gain that is laid up in 
Heaven, and it is death that makes him ſo painful, 
and ir 15/ this that makes him ſo bold asa Lion. This 


leads me more particularly to conſider the Ds 


gS1t 15 16 it ſelf. 

To die is pain, It 1s a ſtrange Paradox, that none 
can revegl but Chriſt, and ſuch as have Chriſt for 
their life, 'thar deach ſhould be gain to ; that that 
ſhould I g:1n that ſeemsto be the great« eſt loſs, that 


ſtrips a man naked of all his comforts, that doth at. 


once take away the d:fjre of rhe eye, and the delight 
of the heart, this is that which a natural. man” cannot 
pnderftand , or he cannot believe ir at leaſt ; but 
it 1s made good unto:all the Saints, and therefore 1 
(hall lay-down. this as ihe Poſition which 1 ſhall in- 
{ſt upon, 

That where Offfiſt is Life, there Death 5 gain, 
You fee there is a connexion betwixt this and the for- 
mer part of the Text ;; and therefore Solomon fſaies 
(as 1 told you before) That the day of Death to 
the LINEY 1s better than the day of ones birth , 


gnd fajes the Aj gftle, We groan t0 be cloathed wo x 
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with our houſe which i from Heaven, 2. Cor. 5, «4 
There isa groaning in all the Saints'to be cloathed up- 
on with that Houſe which is from Heaven, thar fo 
mortality may be ſwallowed up in life. Now death 
15 gain to every Believer,whether by Dearh you under- 
ſtand leſſer Death, aMiiRions, loſſes, croſſes, bonds 
and impriſonments, perſecution ; bonds for the Goſ- 
pel as the Apoſte was in; here. I fay, if youunder- 
ſtand by Death theſe leſſer deaths, it is true, that all 
theſe deaths are gain, the Lord makes his people 
gainers by al] their loſſes : they gain by every condi- 
tion that they are brought into;thoughthe outward man 
loſe, the inyard man gains, The Prophet Habkakuk, if 
you look upon him in his great diftreſs, you ſhall ſee 
what a gainer be was by it : he was in ſore affliQtion,he 
ſaies, his very belly trembled, his very bowels trem- 
bled within bim, bur he was a gainer by this, he gains 
in faith, his faith broke out gloriouſly , Hab. 3. 
17, 18. ' be gained faich, and faith is precious, The 
tryal of your faith u more precious than that of Gold . 
ſodid David, he was in greatdiftreſs, in Pſal. 46, 2. 
but he was a gainer by it , he gained in faith and 
confidence, Though the earth be removed, fates he, 
and though the Mountains be thrown imo the Sea, 
though the Waves thereof roar, yer there be. pro- 
feſles that be will hold faſt bis confidence in God, 
If you look upon Fob, you ſhall ſee what a painer 
he was by all his lofſes , and thoſe ſore afflictions 
and trials that he met withal, he gained abundance 
of experience of God , experience of his wiſdom, 
experience of his power, and experience of his faiths : 
fulneſs, experience of his goodneſs and kindneſs : 
he gained the knowledge of God, and he gained 
the knowledge of himſelf, that when he came our 
of his affliction, be throws himſelf at the foot- _ 
— 
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Of God, in Fob 42. 6. Now, ſaies he, 1 abhor 
my ſelf in duſt and aſhes. The Apoſtle Paul was 
a man of great affliction, there were bonds that 
did attend him in every place almoſt where he came, 
yet he was a painer by all , he gained in corth- 
dence, in holy boldneſs, The Lord hath delivered, 
and be doth deliver, and he will deliver ; he gained 
abundance of ſubmiſlioen to the Will of God, by 
contemplation on. his condition, and by this he 
knew how to want as well as how to abound , 
and he could do all things through Chriſt that ſtreng- 
thened him, and it was his obedience to the Will 
of Chrift which ftrengthened him , and I beheve 
there is none of Gods people that will bring in 
their experiences, if they will truly and impar- 
tially caſt up their accounts, but they will and ſhall 
find that God hath made them gainers by their loſles, 
and by their ſeyeral afflifions that God hath aid 
upon them, they have gained at leaft this, to knew 


that they are nothing ,, they ſee themſelves what 


fruitleſs unprofitable creatures they are, and they 
have known what the creature is when God is at 
2 diſtance, they haye ſeen ſomerhing of themſelves, 
and ſomething of God, and if there be no more 
than this, this is a great deal of gain; and that "t 
is true of all thele Deaths, the Lord makes his 
people gainers by them, and he leads them through 
theſe conditions, becauſe he intends to make them 
gainers by them, every afflition that he ſends, 1s 


a ſervant of Chrift, every aflited condition is a ſer- 
vant-of Chriſt, and is {cnt with a good meflage, is 
ſent to communicate ſome good thing. to the ſoul of 
Every Bcliever : God ſtands up and faies, as in ano- | 


ther caſe, Who will go and perſwade Abab ? | And 
the Spirit anſwers, 7; God faics, Who will go and 
- carry 
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carry tidings of loye from Heaven to ſuch a fopl 
ſomething of himſelf, ſomething of the Pivine na- 
ture? God hath flore of Meſicngers ; That will 1, 
ſaies one mercy; and that will I, faies another ; af- 
flitions are all ready to communicate ſome good 
thing to thoſe that love the Lord Chriſt ; and in» 
deed they are narrogyy Pipes, all theſe conditions 
chat the Saints are brObght into, they are narrow 
Pipes, they can convey but a little, a very litle'of 
God by them; now God is an-infinite fountain, and 
he can convey much of himſelf, one condition is too 
little, too narrow for God to work in, too narrow 
a Pipe for God to pour in all that good which he in- 
trends for his ſervants, therefore he chooſeth va- 
ricty of works, great mercies and variety of afflicti- 
ons, they are al] the fervants of God, and they have 
commiſſion to- ga and work for ſuch a man, ro work 
for ſuch a mans good, the promiſe: is given to the | 
Believer, That all ſhall work together for good, (o 
that all are his ſervants, all deaths, aflictions, per- 
ſecutions, whatſoever diftreſſes his people ſhall meer 
withal, ſhall work. together for good, they muſt needs 
Sain : 2 man that hath a mulrirude of fervants that 
work for. him, it's. all for their good as well as his; 
why, Belicvers bave'a multitude of ſervants, all z 
yours; all, Chrift is yours, every condition that 
God hath brought you into, ſhall work for your 
good, for they are Chrifts ſervants, and you muſt 
needs: be gainers ; and: truly, God knows that their 
Sain- 1s his gain, he will gain by their gain, and there- 
fore will make their deaths to: be gain to them, for ic 
comes back again to his Treaſury, he knows that 
bis people .will' nor purſe his glory, will not -put up 
that which ts:Gods.; if God doth come in and make 


them gainers, by their affliftions; if God doth in- 
ES large 
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Large their hearts, and (et them free, they won't lay, 
By my own band have I made my ſelf rich, by my own 
| anduſtry I have gotten this wealth , this ſtrength, 
this peace, this liberty; for what.are we, that we 
ſhould be able to walk anſwerably to any meaſure that 
Cod gives out unto us ? Bur, 

Again, God will make Dagth it ſelf gain unto us, 
not only lefſer deaths but the ; ih death, it ſhall be 
gain, even that ſeparation of ſoul from body, which to 
the wicked man is the worſt of deaths, "Chriſt becomes 
gain to that ſoul whoſe life Chrift is. 1 will cellyou in 
one particular (and leave the reſt, wherein death is gain 


to that ſoul, whoſe life Chriſt is, and that is this : 
He ſhall gain Reſt : - Bleſſed are thoſe that die in the 


Lord, in Rev. 14.13. Bleſſed are the dead which die 


#n the Lord, from henceforth, yea;. ſaith the Spirit, 
that they may reſt from their labours, and their works 
do follow them: that's their nature; be ſpeaks in a 
time of perſecution, when the Beaſt came out of the 
bottomleſs pic, to make war againft the Saints, the 
Lord gives encouragement from hence, | they are  bleſ- 
ſed though Anti-Chriſt curſe them as | Hereticks, bur 
from 6 90h they are bleſſed that die in the Lord, 
eſpecially that die in the Lord as theſe did : bur wherein 
are they bleſſed? Inthis, That they reft from their 
labours, there's a part of their blefledneſs ; ſee what 
the Prophet Iſaiah (aies of the righteous man , - 
ſpeaks of this bleſſedneſs, they ſhall gain reſt, 

Iſa. 57. 1, 2. He ſhall enter into peace: they al 


reſt in their Beds, each one walking in bs upright- 
neſs, they ſhall reſt as a man reſts in his bed, fo 
{hall the righteous man reft in his Grave: the Grave | 
ſhall be as .2 bed to them, upon which, they that 
die in the Lord, ſhall reſt freely from theſe their 


lapours ; this World is a croubleſome World, a very 


tur - | 
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turmoiling World, full of troobles and labours both 
to fleſh and ſpirit, and they that die in the Lord reft 
from their labours. This World is a place co work 
in, When the Sun ariſes, man goes forth to his la- 
bour till the evening comes, But you will tay, _ 

Thiis is no great matter, what gain is here? The. 
gain of Reſt, reſt to the flelh, 'is this any great 
eain? Fob (aies, in Job 3.13. For xow ſhould I have 
lien ſtill and been quier, I ſhould bave ſlept , then 
had I been at reſt. Wicked men reſt in their Graves, 
they that could never reft well but in wicketinels , 
they reſt in their Graves ; but what then, where 1s 
the gain that the righceous man reſts in ? For they both 
reſt in their Graves, 

x. Firſt, There is a difference in their reſt, the 
wicked mans reſt is partial, ir is bur ihe reſt of the 
body, the fle.h. only, it is not the reſt of the ſpirit. 
It is an imperfe& reſt, they do not lie down to reſt 
ſweetly on their beds with thoſe peaceful thoughts 
that che rightecus man hath in his going to bed, to 
the Grave, O their reft is a troubleſome reſt , 
It is ſaid in Pſal..16. there in the perſon of Chriſt, 
My fleſh reſts in hope, and Jhall not ſee corruption ; 
his very fleih ſhould reft in hope, the very fieth of 
the righteous man, when it is in the Grave reſts tn 
hope; his very bones when dry and ſcattered, till 
they reſt in hope, hope of a Reſurreion : But now 
we may fay on the contrary, that the very fleſh of 
the wicked man reſts in fear, his very fleſh reſts in 
fear, he fears the Reſurre&ion, that which is the. 
righteous mans hope, is the wicked mans fear, he fears 
(0 ſee the morning ; .he was loth to go to bed, but will 
be more loth to riſe, for bis fleſh reſts in fear ; he rather 
laies, Lord let me lie here alway, let me never go out of 
this Dungeon, better lying here alway than going to Ex- 
6Cution, __ a 2, Bus 
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2; But again, Beſides, the reſt of the tighteons 
tnan is not only the reft of the flcſh, but the reſt of 
the Spirit ; he ceaſes from all the affaults of Saran, 
from his own crooked nature, burdens of fin and cor- 
ruption, whilft he was in the Land of the living, and 
thoſe out-cries, O wretched tan that I am, who 
ſhall deliver rhe from this body of ſin and dtath ; 
the burden of death and fin is taken away, it ſhall be 
put under his feet for ever ; he (hall not ſee any more 
' any of the motions of fin, any of thoſe lufts and cor- 
ruptiohs that formerly did war in any of his mem- 
bers, he thall no more cry, O Lord dcliver me from 
2 hard heart; a corrupt ſpirit, a paſſionate heart; 
O; ſaies he, my life is a burden to me, to ſee theſe 
daughters of Heth, theſe Canaantes, becauſe of theſe 
corruptions of mine; my- life 1s a burden to mes 
Well, there ſhall be no ſuch complaints beyond the 
Grave, and therefore, ſaies he, death fhall make the 
$aints gainers, 

But again, They ſhall gain freedom from all rhe 
remptations of Satan z \his 1s great gain, if well con- 
fidered, they ſhall no mgre be affaulted, no more 0 
darts thrown at them : Here they are battered witlh 
temptations, that through temptations their lives many 
times become a burden to them ;} Ay, but death ſhall 
fet them free out of Gun-thot ; here they are toſfed 
bp and down, turmoiled by Satan, as Chrift was 
carryed up ro the Mountain, and then to the Pinacle, 
roffed up and down from Motntain co Pinacle ; Ay, 
but then there ſhall be no tempter, no temptation ſhall 
enter any place of that Fernſalem that is above in Hea- 
ven, and therefore to the godly man death is gain. 

Belides, They ſhall gain freedom from all the oppo- 
ſitions and oppreſſions of the World; 1 ſay freedom, 
they ſhall reft fromthe oppretlions of ten ; a 

' 
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did account that, and look upon that as a great mercy 
be did envy men in their Graves, faies he, They arc 
at reſt : the poor man # freed from the Oppreſſor, 
from all perſecutions of men, and from all the {laveries 
and bondages, and tyrannizing of them; why, death 
ſhall ſer them free from the oppreſlions of men, from 
all evil of men, from all wars, and rumours of wars, 
and ſad effeRts of wars, death ſets them free from 
theſe. O, ſay you, I have loſt a friend, but you 
know not what he gained, he is taken from the evil 
to come in the Generations after him ; he ſhall reſt 
from all ſorrows, from all afMlitions, from all paflions : 
the Lord God ſhall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes, there ſhall be no mourning beyond the Grave, 
no complaining in the ſtreets of the new Feruſalem, 
Brethren, Lay all theſe together, and ſee if this be 
hot gain to thoſe in whom the life of Chriſt is ; to gain 
nothing but this, Ref} from their Jabours, nd reſt 
from oppreſſion and tyranny, to reſt from ſorrows, 
paſſions, tears and mournings, this is a'mercy ; but to 
reſt from temptations, to reſt from fin, and from all 
thoſe luſts and corruptions that did war in their mem- 
bers and in their minds, this is a great mercy, if there 
were no more ; ſee how you are beholding to Chriſt 
for thefe, if- you find no more gain that death brings 
you in that are in Chriſt, how are you beholding un- 
to Chrift for it? Death is not gain in it ſelf, bur you 
are beholding to Chriſt that hath made it ſo, Ir is ſaid 
of Noah in Gen. 5. 29. when Noab was born, it is ſaid, 
this ſame ſhall comfort us concerning our work and 
totl of our hands; This man ſhall comfort us, for 
he ſhall be a Preacher of righteouſneſs, he was a Type 
of Chriſt, and a Preacher of righteouſneſs through 


faith, and therefore Noah did comfort them through 


Preaching of Chriſt the righteouſneſs of Faith, an ob- 
FR 
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je& of reſt, a place to take up in, in the midſt of their 
toil and labour; they were beholding to Chriſt, of 

Whom Noah was a Type, whois this reſt : and to you 
death would not be thus gain, if Chriſt had not made ic 
ſo; no,this man;this Lord Jeſus hath brought in comfort 
concerning that eſtate of ſeparation of ſoul from body ; 
ir is not gain init ſelf, but Chriſt hath made it ſo unto 
his people. O how are you engaged unto Chrift ! ſay 
even for this, if you ſhould hear no more of this reſt, 
I will bleſs his great name for it, 
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for to me to live is Chriſt, ana to die s gain, 


HE Apoſtle, I told youthe laſt day; doth 
converſe with Death at a diſtance, Bur 
| entered into the main Poinr, which I 

4 ſhall proſecure ar this time. 

For to me to live us ChMſt, and to dieu Gain; 


DOCT. 
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Waere Chriſt is life, - there denth i pair: 
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See the Connexion, For ro me to live Chriſt; 


Chriſt is my life, and death is my gain : Death is gain 


. 


to that ſoul-that hath Chriſt for its life. One particu- 


lar I named, I ſhall proſecute the reſt. 

. 1: Firſt, 'Their gain is a gain of reſt; 1 ſay, every 
Believer by death pains Reſt; a reſt from toil and trou- 
bles of an evil turmoiling World z Bleſſed are the dead 
which die in the Lord, - for they reſt from their labour, 
they reft the reſt of the rightcous man : When he is in 


. theGrave;it is another kind of reſt than the reft of the 


+ SER wicked ; 
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Wicked ; itis ſaid of David who is a Type of Chriſt, 
chat his fleſh refts in hope - the fleſh of the righteous. 
man refts in hope, but the fleſh of the wicked man may 
be ſaid to reſt 1n fear, he may fear the approaching day 
of light, he may fear to lie down, but more to riſe up , 
he cries out, O Lord, let me lie here to Eternity, for 
rhe chains of darkneſs are better than the light of x 
new day ; but the fleſh of the righteous man ſhall reft 
in hope, he ſhall haveno more fiery darts of the De- 
vil thrown at him, he refts from temptation and op- 
preſſion of the World, and from the tyranny of man, 
he reſts from all griefs, ſorrows, tears and complaints, 
where all tears ſhall be wiped away, and no complaints 
in the ſtreets at that day : here 1s a great deal of pain, 
the righteous man gains reſt in the day of death. 

2. Secondly, As he gains reſt, ſo he gains perfedt 
peace, and fulneſs of joy; it is ſaid in Iſa. 57. 1, 
The righteous are taken away from the evil to come, 
&c. and it 1s ſaid, he (halt entcr into peace, They 
ſhall reſs in their beds, every one walksng un by up- 
rightnefs; they (hall not only reſt in their bed , inthe 
Grave, but they ſhall enter smto peace, andihey (hall 
enter into joy, in Matth. 25.21, Enter tho into the 
joy of thy Lord : be' enters into peace, he enters into 
joy, that he ſhall thenceforth dwell in it ; he ſhall 
dwell in joy, he takes full poſſeſſion of it, iris no more 
fhut out : peace doth enter imo the righteous mans 
-beart whilft he is on earth, but till death comes, his 
peace here ſhall be interrupted, he ſhall enter into it, 
and it into him , what Fob fates of the body, ſo of the 
joy of the righteous man, it continues not at a ſtay, his 
peace and joy is many times interrupted, but in Heaven 
be ſhall meet wich no more Clonds, there ſhall be x 
morning that ſhall drive away all Clonds, he ſhall en- 
| ber into joy, and he ſhall dwell in DOINGLY ky 
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Chriſt hath purchaſed ir; and he hath given out the'fir 


fruics of this peace and joy, but the full poſſeſſion is no 


till death, and therefore ir is ſaid in Pſal. 97. 11. That 


light 1s ſown for the righteous, and joy for the uprigh® 
;n heart: he reaps ſomething here, bur it is but a li} 
1n reſpe& of the harveſt that he ſhall reap afrerward» 
ic rather ſeems to be aſowing time than a reaping heres 
but afterward he ſhall reap the fulneſs of itzpeace is fown 
for the righteous, and joy for the upright in hear: : 
ſo that here is another benefic of gain to a Believer 
death, he ſhall then drink to ſatisfaction of thoſe Rivers 
of joy and pleaſures for evermore that do run at the 
right-hand of God. 

3. But again, Thirdly, As he gains joy and peace, 
ſo by death the believing ſoul gains enlargement and 
liberty ; this 1s a great part of his gain : the ſoul by 
death is ſer at liberty ; for the ſpirit even of a righte- 
ous man, though ir be the Candle of the Lord, and 


though it be enlightened from Heaven, yet whilſt it is in 
this body, which is now corrupted, it is like a light that 


is in a dark Lanthorn, the light of thoſe excellent facul- 
ties of the ſoul are eclipſcd and darkened ; I ſay, ſoit is 
with all mankind, the curſe came by the fall of Adam, 
that the body is as a darkLanthorn to the ſoul,and it dothi 
hide thar light which ſhould otherwiſe be revealed , as 
the ſoul as moſt bighly when it hath leaft of the body, 
as when the body is aſleep, it ſees not, it hears nor, ir 
reads not, yet the ſoul then ſees, and mourns, and 
zoyes more exquiſitely than ir doth or can do in the bo- 
dy ; and therefore when the ſoul is nigh parting with 
the body, ic a&s moſt highly, and for thall do in its 


ſeparation, when ſeparated from his body, it ſhall be 


freed from his dark Lanthorn, it all be taken out from 
his Dungeon, as it were, and all the faculties of the 
foul ſhall be-cnlarged, the underſtanding; the appre- 
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benſion, the capacity of ihe ſoul ſhall be mightily en- 
Jarged. The Prophet ſpeaks of a, time a coming, that 
there ſhall be no more an Infant of dates, the beginnings 
of it ſhall be on earih. but the perfeRion of- it {hall 
be in Heaven, There ſhall be no more an infant of 
daics, there ſhall be no more a child of underſtanding, 
but he that is weak ſhall be as David, and he that us 
as David, ſhall be as the Angel of the Lord; the capa- 
£iry of the ſoul ſhall be wonderfully enlarged, as it 
ſhall comprehend moſt of God ; here it is ftraitened, 
and it could not receive much 'of God, it could not re- 
ceive much of the myſteries of the Kingdom of Jefus 
Chrift, it 1s not large enough to take in much of the 
notion of thoſe glorious things, but when death comes, 
it ſhall be enlarged : And then, ſaies the Apoſtle, 7 
ſhall know, even as I am known. It ſhall 'be exceeding- 
ly enlarged to take in very much of. God. And asthe 
underftanding fhall be' ſer at liberty, ſo all the facul- 
ties of the ſoul ſhall be ſet atliberry. They ſhall be 
greatly enlarged towards God, and run towards God, 
the deſires of the ſoul ſhall run like a mighty ftreamto- 
wards God , here there was but = little drop of the 
affcRion, but then a mighty ſtream ſhall ran ; tioronly 
faith but love ſhall be perfect. 

A believing ſoul ſhall be enlargedin reſpe&t of aRi- 
on 3. as the faculties, ſo all the a&ings of the Soul, ſhall | 
be ſer at large, ar liberty ; here the ſoul can't a& ac- 
cording to its deſires, it' would do more for God, but 
there's a clogg thar lies upon it, it hath-mighty wings, 
wings like the Oftridge, 'but there is fach a tieavy bo- 
dy, as it can't get vp :. there's' wings would'carry the 
ſoul up ita 'Heaven every moment, but there is a heavy 
body; in Row. 7. 19, 20, 24. For" the [good that 1 
Fonuld, I do not - but the evil which I wonld not; that 7 
des Now, if 1 ao that I would nat; it ts no ons 
that 
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that ds it, but ſin that dwelleth in me. O wretched 
man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of 
tbes. death ?: 1 ſay there is infiniteneſs in a believers de- 
ſires to do. for God, and he would enjoy more and 
more-ſtill; and; he would do more and more for God, 
ay, but he is ftraicened up in his aCtings, there he is 
narrow, he. cannot act according to his deſire : but now 
when death comes, the believing ſoul ſhall be ſer ar li- 
berty, it.ſhall be able ro a according to its defire, it 
(hall bewhatever it deſires to be, and it ſhall do whar- 
ever it defires to do, and it (hall have as much holineſs 
as it will. deſire to have ; Is is a mighty priviledge, 
and a great deal of that gain that comes in by death un- 
to that ſoul where Chriſt is its life , it meets with this 
liberty and'enlargement, But again, 

4. Fourihly , The believing ſoul by death pains 
not only liberty but abundance of life : it pains life, it 
hath more of the life of Chriſt, it enjoyes more of 
the life of Chriſt, and hath che fulneſs of it communi- 
cated, and: now Brethren, this is a mighty gainto 
gain life : what would a man gain more, and whatis a 
greater gain Than life? Ir is beyond the gain of all 
treaſure whatever, Natural life is thegreateſt of all 
mercies ; Thon ſhalt have thy life for a prey, and that's 
the greateſt mercy, Skin for 5kin, and all that a man 
bath will he: give for his life : and in this the believing 


ſoul ſhall come nearer to the life of Chriſt, for he ſhall 


have the life of Chriſt, who is the fountain, and ſo 
more of it communicated to him ; andtherefore it was 
that, for which the Apoſtle deſired to be difſolved and 
to be with Chriſt, which is beſt of all, for there he 
ſhould have perfeRion of life in Chriſt, there ſhall be 
nothing there to binder the life of Chriſt from flowing 
in unto the ſoul, there ſhall. be no cloggs, no rubs in 
the way, but there hall be a full enjoyment, and a full 
Ee 3 Manly 
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manifeſtation of that life of, Chriſt, which is the life 
of the ſoul, is made over to the ſoul for itslife even ta 
Eternity 3 this is another part of the great gain thar 
comes in by death to believing ſouls, But again, 

5» Fifthly, As it gains life, ſo it gains ws@ory by 
death ; the believing ſoul gains Victory, full, com- 
pleat victory and conqueſt over all its enemies : He 
doth not only reſt, as 1 ſaid before , it is a great gain 
to reſt, reſt from rhe motion of fin, and luſt, and reft 
from the motion of temptation, but that's not all ; ir 
reſts and 'f1is down as a Conqueropr, the Palm of vi- 
cory is then put into the hand of every Reliever, and 
he ſhall ſtand upon that Mount Zion, and ſhall ſing 
Hallelujah unto the Lord, he is then made a Con- 
querour there, for all enemies at that day are put un- 
der; all the luſts of his heart, and all Principalities 
and Powers, and whatſoever was a'yexation and dif- 
quietment, ſhall be put under his feet, and he ſhall fir 
down with Chrift as a Conquerour, I have fought the 
good fight, ſaith rhe Apoſtle in 2 Tim, 4. 7, 8. 1. have 
(niſhed my Courſe, I bave kept the Faith, and now 
# laid up for me a Crown of righteouſneſs : my lit- 
time, it was my time of combating, but now Iam 
ready to be diſſolved, to be offered up, I ſhall fit down 
as a Conquerour, and I (hall have a Crown of righte- 
onſneſs ; that's another prfviledge, another part of 
the, gain that comes in to the believing ſoul by death, 
But, 

6. Sixthly, It gains a full ſight of God: I ſay, 
the believing foul by death gains a full fight of God, 
a full viſion of God ; this gain is glorious and un- 
ſpeakable ; it's that. which the Saints do prels after to 
ſce the f:ce of God; it was Moſes's great requeſt, [ 
beſeech theg ſhew me thy face ; mighty deſirous to ſee 
the face of God ; and indeed it is a compleating of their 


hap- 
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happineſs that they ſhall ſee the face of God; Bl-ſſed 
are the pure un heart, for they ſhall ſee God, in Marth, 
$5. $. here 15 the bleſſedneſs of | that people whole 
heart is purged by faith, they ſhall ſee God; they 
{hall ſee him here, ay, but in Heaven they ſhall. ſee 
him face to face, in 1 Cor. 13. 12. We now ſee hin 
through a glaſs darkly, but we ſhall ſee him face to 
face, and then ſhall we know him as we are known : 
Ic is true, God cannot be ſeen with the eye of the bo- 
dy, neither here nor in Keaven, ſo the Saints cannor 
ſee him, for he is an infinite Being, a Spirir inviſible , 
inviſible to the eye of the body, bur He fhall be held 
forth clearly, God will hold himſelf forth to the eye 
of their underſtanding, and his people (tall bave full 
and clear vifions of him: they ſhall know him in his 
Nature, and they ſhall know him in his attributes, they 
ſhall know him in all his works, and they ſhall know 
him in his Word , whatſoever was hid from them in 
the daies of cheir fleſh, ſhall then be revealed, they 
ſhall know him in his Chunſel, in thoſe ſecret wates 
which God walked in from Eternity, which no crea- 
tyre can give a reaſon cf, God will then unfold himſelf, 
they ſhall have continual viſions of God, viſtons of 
orace, and viſions of loye, and viſions of light, and 
viſions of glory , which ſhall continually flow forth 
from the Throne, this will be a mighty gain, When 
the Queen of Sheba came to Solomon to fee his Houle, 
In 2 Chron,g.7, ſhe ſ:id, Happy are thy ſervants that 
ſtand in thy preſence, to hear thy wiſdom; if they were 
happy that ſaw Solomon and his wiſdom,and look'd him 
In the face, then much more ſhall they that ſtand for 
ever inthe preſence of the great God, King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, and «ſhallſee his face and behold 
his wiſdom, and ſhall for eyermore be ſatisfied with a 
full viſion of God, ſo much as the creature can hold, 

| -.— = & It's 
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It's true, the creature is finite, ic ſhall not be infiniteas 
God himſelf ; is, but they (hall behold the glorious 
viſions of God bimſelf, which will be mighty gain. 
But again, 

7. Seventhly , Believing ſouls by death ſhall be 
gainers In reſpe&t of their habitation : here they dwell 
#1 a houſe of Clay, ſo Fob calls it, Fob 4+ 19. It isa 
houſe ef Clay, whoſe foundation 15 in the auſt, and 
z5 cruſh'd before the Moth, It is a poor houſe that a 
Moth can throw down, ihat the Moth can cruſh, \and 
yet this. is the houſe the houſe of the body, and this 
1s the houſe that the Coul lives in whilſt it 1s here, a 
houſe of Clay that hath no foundation but the duſt : 
a houſe without a foundation, it cannor ſtand, it's 
down in aninfſtant, every form of wind will blow it | 
down, 1t hath only its foundation of , and from the 
duſt, exceeding frail is the body ſer forth by this ex- 
preſſion : now what ſhall the ſoul gain when death 
comes, It hath a houſe wot made with hands, eternal 
32 the heavens, 1n 2 Cor, 5... For we know, that if 
0: earthly honſe of this FBernacle were diſſolved, 
we have a oulding of God, an houſe not made with 
bands eternal in the Heavens: 1t's a manſi 10n, Or 
dwelling houſe, it's not a Tabernacle ; In my Fathers 
bouſe are many manſions, Foh, 14+2. It's not made 
by the hand of man. it's made by God himſelf: It's 
plory-that was laid up before the foundation of the 
world'; it's uncreated glory, God himſclt will be the 
heaven, he'll be the dwelling place of his people, and 
they ſhall dwell in him, throughout all Generations for 
ever and for ever : here is a change you ſee, in reſpe& 
of the habitation, and it will be much more gain, than 
for man t0 change a Dungeon for a Palace, the 
ſov] comes opt of a Dungeon, and it's put into an Inbe- 
ritance, an Inheritance with the Saints in light. But 


Again, 8. Eighth- | 
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3, Eigbtbly, They gain in reſp? of their compa- 


ny: our Saviour fſaies in eHatth, 8.:11. They 
ſhalt fit down with eAbraham, Iſauc, and Facob in 
the Kingdom of Goa; no' worſe'company than Abra- 
bam, Iſaac, and Tacob, andthe ſpirits of juſt men 
ar} perfett : there ſhall be no faikings, nor defeQs, 
there ſhall be no want of love, there ſhall'be no ble- 
miſh to take off love,bur they (hall enjoy the company 
of the ſpirits of juſt men made perfet, this will bea 
mighty gain. Here there are many failings, failings 
inthe beſt of Saints, the beſt- company that believers 
have;even Saints, there are failings in the beſt of them ; 
but there ſhall be nothing ſcen there, bur the Image ot 
God,, nothing but the Image of Chrift , when they 
look upon oneanorher, they ſhall ſee nothing bur 2 
attraQtive love, there ſhall be no emulation there, they 
(half not envy one anothters glory, bur every one ſhall 
glory in his own happineſs as his own gain : they ſhall 
gain'in reſpect of company. Again in the 
' 9. Ninth place, They ſhall gain Confirmation and 
Efabliflment by this bleſſed condition, all this that is 
ſpoken of, he ſhall be eſtabliſhed in it for ever : there 
ſhall be no more returning to fin ard ſorrow, no more 
returns of formef temprations, there ſhall be no more 
Epoſlibility to fall again, bur it ſhall be confirmed and 
eſtabliſhed in bleſſednels, ir ſhall no more loſe his hap- 
pineſs than Chriſt can loſe his, no more turned out of 
heaven than the Son of God can be turned out, they 
(hall be confirmed and eftabliſhed'for ever,there ſhall be 
no robbers, nor no fear of Langer ; this is another part 
of their gain. 
10. Tenthly, To hame ho more, Believers ſhall be 
Sainer's inreſ| of their body ; for cheir bodies ſhalt 
be new moul op d at the Reſurrettion of the great day, 
the body ſhall be made n new lat ſerviceable to the ſoul, 


every 
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every way fitted and Organized for the ſoul to work ; 
This corruptible ſhall put on incorruption, ſaies the 
Apoſtle,and mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up in life ; God 
will make up theſe veſſels of the bodies of his people 
again at the ReſurreQion,and when he hath raiſed them 
up, be will raiſe them as veſſels of honour,and veſſels of 
glory. And as it is ſaid, that that matter whereof is 
made the pureſt China, is buried many Generations 
in the earth before they take it,and of that they make the 
pureft Chiza ; ſo though you be buried in the earth, 
the Lord will raiſe you up, though many Generations 
after, and they ſhall be raiſed up, and fitted for the 
ſpirics of juft men made perfet, that God may be glo- 
rified both in ſoul and body to Eternity. This is the 
22in of that ſoul by death, to that body whole life 
Chriſt is : And there muſt needs be gain io thoſe that 

are Chriſts. For, on 
7. Firſt of all, It were not poſſible that Believers 
ſhould be willing co part, and leaveall comforts behind 
them, and that they ſhould ſo part with all willingly, 
with that which4s ſo defirable .in the world, I ſay, it 
could not be, 1f there were not gain behind ; for Gods 
people have nature as well as others, and they have na- 
wral afteRions, and nature ſeeks its own preſervation, 
and it looks ypon'death as an enemy, and yer that this 
enemy ſhall be entertained ſo willingly, that when the 
Lord calls, he ſhould open his boſom to receive the 
roke that he ſhall ſend, and be a volunteer in his 
death ; certainly there is ſomething in this, there is 
that which the World knows not of : how willingly 
did Chriſt ſend forth his ſpirit ? It's ſaid, He cryed 
with a loud voice, aud gave up the Ghoſt, his ſpirit 
was not ſnatcht away violently, but- he gave it up wil- 
lingly,it is not ſo with the wicked man,and it was not ſq 
with the rich fool in the Goſpel, This night ſhall thy oy 
6 
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be required at thy band , his ſoul was commanded, 
jt was taken from him by force and violence, whether 
he will or no, he was not a volunteer, but his ſoul was 
pluckt from him 3 but that a man ſhall give his life vp 
voluntarily, that he ſhould entertain death voluntarily, 
and part with all triends, Wife and Parents; why, 
ſurely it is becauſe the Lord gives a greater aſſurance 
of gain, - which is to be found beyond death it ſelf, 
Burt again, | 

2, Secondly, If there were not fuchgain by death ta 
the: godly man, it were not poſſible that he ſhould 
make ſuch a venture as he doth. If a man ventureinto 
a far Country, he will not venture for alittle, he will 


venture for gain, and good gain, or elſe he will nor 


venture: there is a venture at death with the godly 
man, he makes a venture, and it is the greateſt venture 
that ever was made, he doth not venture his eſtate, but 
he ventures his ſoul which 1s infinitely of more worth 
than his eftate, and the yenture is for Eternity, andif 
that venture be loſt, all is loſt, and he is undone for 
ever, yet thus he ventures and lancheth forth into the 
Gulph of Erernity: but he hath a word from the 
Lord, and he ſaith, Well, if God will deceive me, 
ler him, I will venture; now the believing ſoul doth ſee 
the future great gain that will follow death. But again, 
3. Thirdly, If it were not ſo, Believers were the 
miſerableſt creatures of all men, Jf # were not for 
Chriſt, we were of all men moſt miſerable, if there 
wereno hopes of better, then we were the miſera- 


- bleft of all men, for we are the loweſt of all men: 


Afﬀfictions, Perſecutions, Griefs and Sorrows of all 
ſorts 1s the. portion, many times, of Gods dcareft 
people and children , now if there: were nothing be- 
yond the Grave, we were of all men moſt miſerable; 
the Apoſtle was in deaths often, he was deadevery 
WAY 
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way,.he carried-his life - in his hand, he was the off- 
ſcouring of the. world, : ſa accounted, and now-if 
therewerein this life; no.' hope, no: hope of a Reſur- 
re&ion, no hopes of: a; better. world, .then we :were 
Miſerable indeed'; but- the: believing! ſoul knows that 
the end: of the'righteous man is peace, and the end of. 
the tranſgreſſour-is,-to;be-cut off. Bur again, 

4. Fourthly and. laftly, to nameno more, Death 
muſt needs be gain to believing ſouls, becauſe it was 
gain to. Chriſt. ;' Chrifts -gain catne'in by death, : and 
thercfore ſo ſhall theirs: Ought not: the Son of man 
to ſuffer theſe things, and ſo to enter into his. glory ?, 
It sthe way tohis glory, by way. of ſufferings., He 
was led along. all his life in this way, his gain camein 


by loſſes, bis: honaur, his greateſt honour :cameinby |. 


diſhonour, and: that:ireproach. and- that low condition 
that befel] him whilſt -he was in the World, he found 
honour 1n. diſhonovur, .. and: his exaltation came in in 
a way of humiliation, and life came in for all :his 
people ina way cf death, by his own death, He took, 
upon himfelf the form of @ ſervant, \&Cc. his exalta- 
tion; came 1n in a way of humiliation, and life for his 
people caine in by his death ; as it was with Chriſt, ſo 
ſhall ir be with his members, for there ſhall be a con- 
®rmity, and there ſhal} be an uniformity betwixt 
Chriſt and them; as ir was inthe head, fo ſhall it be 
with the members ;' as his exaltation came in ina way 
of humiliation, ſo ſhall theirs, and: their life in che 
greateſt of 1t (hall come in by death ; God-the Father 
delights to walk in this way, for it 1s contrary to the 
World, and God delights alway to do the greateſt 
_ things by contraries. In the Creation of the World, 
and ſo in the new Creation, when he made the World 
he made all things of nothing: and ſo of the new 
Creation, he converts a finner by that which is moſt 


OP + 


ES oe od. trois.  - ov. 


Death a Chriſtians Gain. 46t 


oppoſite, by the Word of the Lord, which his ſoul 
hates, and yet that Word of the Lord doth conquer 


him, and change him into his-own likeneſs : and ſo 


God. leads his people to. glory through a Jow way of 
ſufferirig, and when he bringsthem to the full poſſeſ- 
ſion of it, he carries them through' the dark entry, 
through the dark narrow ſtrait entry of death, and 
through that place he leads them to the enjoyment of 
that glory which comes in by death. I have notime 
for Application : But Brethren conſider it, death is 
gain to thoſe whoſe life Chriſt is, but it is loſs, and 
the greateſt loſs that ever was met with, unto' thoſe 
that have not Chriſt for their life; I beſecch you ro 
look to your ſelves, and to look about you before death 
comes ; when death comes you muſt yenture ſuch a 
venture as never was made,. you venture'your ſoulsand 
your Eternity, and by that. venture youare made or 
elſe you are matrr'd to Eternity ; look about you, ex- 
amine, Is death like to-prove gain to you or no? Whar 
aſſurance have you that death ſhall be gain? I ſhould 
preſs vhis furcher,: buv thetime:is paſt already, IT ſhall 
reſerye it for another time, OY 
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Fox to me to live is Chriſt, and to die is gan; 


OU may remember the Point that we are 
inſiſting upon. 
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That where Chriſt # life, there death is gain. 
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| I have opened the Point, and ſhewed you wherein 
death is gain to believers in ſeveral particulars. But 1 
ſhall proceed in anſwering ſome ObjeRions before 1 
come tothe Uſe. 

' Objett, It may be, may ſome carnal heart ſay with 
Nicodemus, how can theſe things be? how. isit pof- 
ſible that death, ſhould be gain, when it trips a man 
of all his comforts, turns him out of pofſeſlion of 
Houſe and Land, it is no longer lis, if death comes it 
deprives him of all his friends, he is left friendlefs, it 
turns him naked out of the World, and how is it pof- 
ible that that ſhould be gain ? ; 
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eAnſw. | Anfwer, If there be rot ſomething be- 
y ond the Grave, 1f a man hath nat an Inhericance laid 
up in Heaven, I grant it, that death is the greateft loſs 
of all, for it robs a man of all comforts at once ; there- 
fore I ſay, if a man hath not a ſhare in the Land of 
Promiſe, if he hath not a more endurable ſubſtance in 
Heaven, I grant that death is a great loſs , therefore 
what I ſay concerning thoſe who are gainers by 
death, it concerns them only that have intereft in 
Chrift, and to them it is not loſs to be ftript-of all 
comforts; for why? It puts them into poſſeſſion of 
their Intieritance ; and what though death doth rip 
them of a few outward comforts? It's no great loſs, 
or-it's not conſiderable, If a great Heir be gone home 
to his own Country, if he gets to his own door, his 
own houſe, and his purſe be taken from him, what are 
a few pence? It's no great wrong, becauſe he bath 
now taken poſſeſſion of an Inheritance that will 
_ him in a yearly Revenue, thouſands it may be ; 
the loſs of his few pence from his purſe is no great 
matter. | | | 
2. Secondly, Beſides, Whatſoever is loft indeath, 
it is no great matter to a gracious heart, becauſe the 
World is Crucified to him, and heto the World be- 
fore-hand , I fay, however the World may look up- 


. on death as a loſs, yet a gracious heart doth not, be- 


cauſe the World is dead to him before-hand, and if it 
be dead, if it be adead Carkaſs, it is no great loſs to 
part with it ; and though a man loves his Friend ne- 
ver ſodearly, as Sarah, ſhe was the beloved of Abra- 
ham, Abraham's beloved wife, and yet when death 
came, Give me 4 burying place, faies he, that I may 
bury my dead out of my ſight, it was no matter to be 


_ parted with, when ſhe was dead ; and fo faies apra- 


cious heart of all the things of the World, they are 
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dead, The world i crucified to wt, ies the Apoſtle; 
and-T to the World, and therefore no preat loſs to him 
to part with them, becauſe they are dead to him. | 

3; Thirdly, B: ſides, A believing. ſoul ſhall find all 
to be made upin God abindantly : z whatſoever ſeems to 
be a loſs ſhall be made up in Heaven, with the ptefence 
of God and Chriſt ; Ts there a loſs of hauſe and Land ? 
The Lord will-be: the dweVing' place of his people 
throughouc all Generations; doſt thou loſe the lighr of 
the Sun >che Lamb is he light of that City : thouſhalt 
find-all: relations in God, Husband, Wife; Brother, 
Sil et, whatever relation: is broken by death, ir (hall 
be made up in God, | he ſhall be their friend inſtead of 
all, and: you (hall find the comfort of all relations 
inade up in Heaven ; in Ger. 17.7. Iwillbe a God to 
thee « it comprehends all relations, that is, Friends; 
FEarher, Husband, Wife, Houſe, Land, all. creature 
comforts whatſoever : I wall be a Gid to thee, they 
are tobe found in'God. Therefore whatſoever, | ſay, 
ſeems tobe loft by death, ſhall be made up in the en- 
joyment of God himſelf, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt : 
ſo much inanſwer to that. But, 

Objett. 2. Some poor hearts that are taken with 
this truth, and with the great gain of Heaven, will 
cry out, '0 Lord, why' do I live in this miſerable 
world 2and why is light given to lim that is in miſery? 
and why is life given tothe bitter in Spirit ? Fob 3.20. 
I have heard of the gain of death, and I cannot be 
_ Content any longer” in'cfiis vale of miſery, to be kept 
"from my gain, ' Tknow not how to bear-it any longer : 

' O'that the Lord would make haſte, and [et looſe fits 
hand upon me, and cut off this thread of my life. 

Anſw. Now good Chriſtian;. let me ſay a litleto 
thee ; do not make too much haſt, do not make more 
haſt than thy Father would haye thee. I remember the 

| © Apofllle 
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Apoſtle in Epheſc 4: 26; ſaies; Be angry: and ſin not 3 
ſo ſay Ito thee, deſire death but fin norin thy defite : 
every deſir: of death; is not a'gobd an4 a warrantable 
defire; thete is a holy delire of death, ard there is 2 
ſinful defire.of death, ind have a Care: ihou {inneſt not. 

, Oueſt, Bur you will lay theh, How far may a man 
deſire death > When are his deures holy, and when 
ate they ſinful? This is a Caſe of Conſcience, that is 
very obvious and obnoxious to moſt of Gods people at 
one time or other, and therefore I ſhall ſpead ſome 
time inanſwer; 

Firſt,. I ſhall ſhew you when a mans defi ires of death 
are info. And ſecondly, When they are holy-and 

00 
, I, Firſt of all, Deſires of death. are Sinful, when 
a man ſhall aR any. thing againſt his own life : I ſay, 
when a creature ſhall a& any thing againſt his own life, 
when a man or woman ſhall do any thing that ſhall 
ſhorten their own daies, or when they ſhall refuſe the 
comfort that God hath given, or helps to prolong life : 
if a mans hand be found againſt his own life, it pro- 
ceeds from a finful and wicked defire of death. 'There* g 
great evil in chis, let.me ſhew you the evil. For, 

I; Firſt, It doth pluck that out of Gods hand, which 
God bath challenged a his right: the iſſues of life and 
death they belong to the Lord; my times are in thy 
hand, ſaies David; now it 1s wicked boldneſs for 4 
man to pluck tines out of Gods hand ; when a man 
will have them in his own hand, _d not that God 


 (honld have the diſpoſal of them. 


2. Secondly, Beſides, There 1s this evil tn it; A 


man caſts away the moſt precious Jewel , when he ats 


againſt his own. life ;, he caſts away the mot precious 
Jewel in nature : Life. is thepreciouſeſt of alt natu al 
gifts; Life isa Talent, a great Talen, it is a Taler 

F ] given 
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given thee for to improve it for God, not to wafteit 
away; God gives thee this Talent, that it may be laid 
out for him, that thy life may be laid out for his name 
and glory, and not to caſt it away at thy own pleaſure, 
or diſpleaſure : know therefore, that if any man ſhall 
at any time a any thing againſt his own life, God 
will call him to account for it; if the wicked ſervant 
was condemned, becauſe he did not improve his Talent, 
what ſhall become of him that threw away his Talent ? 
Life is precious; when a man ſhall a& any thing 
7 own life, it proceeds from ſinful defires of 
death. 

3, Thirdly, Again, Deſires of death are finful, 
When a man ſhall deſire to die, before he knows what it 
7s to live or to die 3 when 2 man deſires to die,before he 
hath begun to live, or before be knows what it is to 
die. There is many a poor creature will be ſpeaking 
againſt his life : O chat my life were atan end ;, O that 
God would take me out of the World : Burt haft thou 
begun to live yet to God? Many a poor creature will 
ſpeak againſt his own life before he knows what God 
' hach done for him-: haft thou done the work God 
| Hath ſent thee into the World for ? Haſt thou glorified 
'His name on earth? Haft thou finiſhed thy courſe ? 

Haſt thou conſidered theſe things before thou defireſtto 
die > Doſt thou know what it is ro die ? Haft thou con- 
 fidered that death is a door thatopens to Eternity ? It 
opens to an Eternal condition, to a place whence there 
is no return :- Haſt thou confidered what door death 
will open to thee, whether to the inherirance of the 
Saints in fight, or to an inheritance with the wicked in 
ntter darkneſs? If thou haſt not well conſidered of 
theſe things before thou defireft to die, then theſe de- 
fires of death are ſinful defires ; No, rather go firſt to 


ag 4 
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od, and deſire him to. teach thee:to lives It may be 
thou'haſt been twenty, thirty, forty, 'fifry years in 
the fleſh, haſt thou begun ro. live ? baſt choy radde him 
the end of all thy ſervices? doſt thou bring forih 
fruirto him; and not to thy (clf 3 is it hethat Reeng- 
thens thee and carries thee our to all thy duties and 


* ſervices # is Chriſt thy life? Thou hadft need know 


whartit isto live : deſire that God would teath thee; 
whar is the end he ſent thee into the World for, the 
cauſe of thy coming, rather that thou maiſt know how 
tolive, and when to dit; that when deub comes it may 
be gain, for if thou doſt defire death before; thy de- 
fires are ſinful; 57 ek 
' 4. Again, Fourthly, Deſices bf death are finful, 
When a man deſires death in 4 paſſion * It is afailing 
that is incident unto Gods own people, and therefoxte 
you had need take heed of it: It was Joerah's fault, 
and alſo Elias failitig, in Forab 4. 3. faies he, Take 
away my lite, it 1s better far mt ta ate thay to live ; 
and when 7Fozah ſpake this, he was 1n a great paſſion : 


., 


faies Godin Verſe 9. Doſt thou well-to be angry ? I do 


tyel to be angry even untothe death. Was Jonah fir 
to die now? to die in an anger, ta die in apaflion ? 
Certainly if at any time, Jozah was now unficto die; 
It was a ftrange paſſion he was now-in, and at this 
time he was angry with God himſelf, and yetthis man 
will needs die ; did he know what he ſaid ? O, paſſion, 
paſſion is blind and unreaſonable; he will go to God, 
he will go to the Throne of God, to dwell with God 
for ever, whet) he is angry with him, he is angry with 
the grace and mercy of God, in Fonab 4.2,3. For [ 
know that thou art a graciau God, and merciful, ſlow 
to anger, and of great kindneſs, and repenteſt thee 
of the evil : Therefore now, iO Lord, take + beſeech 
thee, my life from me, for it # better for me tadie 
| | Ff 3 thai 
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than to live, Certainly Fonah was now'unfit to die, to 
goto God, whenas there were ſuch contrary diſtempers 
prevailed in his ſpirit, ſuch a diſtemper as was moſt 
contrary ro. God ; God was full of love, .full of bowels 
and pity, full of meeknels, patience, compaſſion, calm- 
neſs and quietneſs of mind: contrary to all chis, Fo- 
nah muſt and would needs die ; here's a paſſion which '* 
is a (inful deſire of death; and (ſo Elyjahin 1 Kings 
19. 4. But #fhimſelf went a daies journey in the 
Wilderneſs 8 came and ſat down under a Funiper 
cree : and he requeſted for himſelf that he might die ;, 
and ſaid, It is enough now, O ord, take away my life : 
for I amno better than my Fathers; Fonah will die in 
a paſſion of anger, E!:jah would die in a paſſion of 
fear : he was afraid of Jezebel, afraid that ſhe ſhould 
cut him off, - but it was his failing ,, what was Elzjab loth 
to be made a Martyr? wonld he die? and is heloth to 
die in Gods cauſe? todie for the truth > why, would 
Elijah die, yet afraid:chat God won't ſupport him, and 
uphold him inhis way? Thisis bis infirmity, like unto 


"+ 


take heed of ' 


thoſe of Moſes's; therefore, Brethren#tak: 
. Elijahb's tears, and Jonab's paſſtdn. Ir is common, if 
chey meet with any diſcontent, O then that God would 
rake away ny life, O that T were out of the world ; 
thus to defire to die when in paition, thou art leaſt fic to 
die ; and therefore it is a ſinful deftre, That's a Third, 
Again, . | 
-” Fourthly, Deſires of death are ſinful when a man 
ſhall deſire co die, ozly to gaineaſe ro the Fleſh, to be 
rid of ſome troubles or afthRions that lay upon him : 
When a'man faies, O Ilye under a heavy burden, and- 
F know not how to get rid of it, Ochat God would 
Mike an end of my daies, for | fee if ſuch or ſuch af- 
fi&ion comes upon me, I know not how to bearit when 
* 6omes;, O'cbat God would take away my life wo 
png —_ 
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hand ; this is a delire of the fleſh, which is a-{inful de- 


ſire, I'willſhew you the fintlneſs of i it, when a man 
defires to die only upon theſe grounds, to berid of 
"_ and afflition. 

. 'Firſt, He doth charge God fooliſhly : It is ſaid 
of Tob in the latter end of the firſt Chipgs Tn all this 
he ſinned not, nor charged God foobſhly, + But after- 
ward Fob did charge God, when he caftie to conſider 
the day of his birth, he ſpake againft his own life, 
Wherefore is light given to him that ts 1n miſery, and. 
life grven to the bitter in ſoul ? There Job did charge 
God fooliſhly, as if God were not wiſe enough ro 
meaſure out thy portionz O thou wouldft die that thou 
maiſt be eaſed of ſuch and ſuch an afliQtion, thou 
chargeſt God:with want of faithfulneſs, want of wil- 
dom, want of love : ſee what Abſalom ſaid when he 
Axtrered with the people, O that 7 were Fuage, ſaith 
he, I would hear every mans Cauſe, and it ſhoald not be 


fo and ſo, I would rule better than my Father David ; 


he charged his Government with folly, 1. would do Ju- 
Rice better than he. And truly ſo thou ſaieft, 'O that. 
were in Gods place, O'rhat 1ſatupon the Throne, 1 
would diſpoſe hk of my own condition, I would 
diſpoſe of it with more wiſdom, and more love, ane 
more compaſſion, Wha a high charge is thisro hy up- 
on God ! O, have acarethou doft not charge God; 
thou ſaift, wherefore is life given to thee in ſuch an affli- 
&ion? thou chargeft God fooliſhly : - Doſt thou nor 
know ? why God' knows ( it may be ) that the life of 
Natures continued, that ſohe may increaſe the life of = 
grace in thee, or that he may kill chelife of fin in thee, 
or that he may give thee more of himſelf, chat thou 
raaift have more "experience of his love and goodnels, 
or that thou maiſt be a pattern to others, a pattern of 
his patience, of his power and -oodnefſs, and therefore is 
life given thee, Ff 3 2. Je- 


470 © Death a Chriſtians Gain, 
2. Secondly, Nay further, When thou ſpeakeſt 
againſt thy own life, and defireſt to die, thou doſt l1- 
mit the holy one of Iſrael, 'and commit that fin which 
the Children of Tſrael did, they tempted God, and l1- 
mited the'holy one of Iſrag/. When thou ſaiſt,O thar 
God would take away thy life, that thy aftiition may 
may be taken away , why, cannot God take away thy 
aMiQion, ard not take away thy life ? hath God na 
other 'way ? He can make a hundred doors, and find out 
athouſind waies , muſt he needs open that door, the 
ſtrait door of death, or elſe he:cannot open a door of 
deliverance fcr thee > why doſt thou Jimit and tempt 
the holy one of 1/rael ? Tf'thou defireſt death becauſe 
tbou wopldft be delivered, thy defire is ſinful. O defire 
ra:her that'the Lord would be with thee in thy afliti- 
on, and make thee a Conquerour over thy affliction, 
that thou maiſt ger above thy :Mlition to glorifie God 
in the ice, That's a Fourth. Bur, | 
5. Fifthly, Thy defires of death are-(inful, Wher 
4 thy defires are unlimited, when they are not ſubje- 
Red tothe Will of God, when they are abſolute, when 
a man will haye no denial whether God ſee it good or 
no, wherher the Lords rime be come or-no-; thou ſaiſt_ 
It is -g4in, "(Hall I not defire gain 2 No, thou maiſt not 
defire gain with an'immoderatedefire,. The Apoſtle 
Fames reproves thoſe that lay, We will go, and buy, 
and ſell, and ger gain, no, bur ſaics he, Stay and ak 
God leaye, If God will; we will do fo and ſo, &c. 
When you would go to'the new Jeruſulem for gain in 
that City, ſay not, We will go, we will go; no, lay, It 
God Willler'the-go : God will have thee to finiſh thy 
courſe; there are 'many' that would go, though the 
Lord hath fib need of them , theſe unlimiced defires of 


[ 


death, are unlawful deſires, 


Queſt, - 
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Queſt, But you will ſay, When aredeſires of death 
9 "a I ſhall-defire to ſpeak a few words to that 
briefly. = ay 
Anfwr, Firſt of all, When a' man doth not deſire 
death for death, bat death for life. There are many 
poor creatures are defirous to die, but they know nor 
wherefore , but now aholy man hath holy deſires, his 
deſires are not death for death, but death tor life ; for 
death is an enety , to deſire death,only to ceaſe to be, - 
only to lie ſtil] in the Grave and ceaſe to be, the Apo- 
le in 2 Cor. tells you wherefore he deſired death, he 
don'rdefire to be uncloathed, But ro becloathed upon, 
that mortality may be ſwallowed upi;n life ,, not to be 
zncloathed, to lay afide the.body, to be in the Grave, 
and to ceaſe from being, but to be ſwallowed up in life, 
to be cloathed upan, x0 defire death for life : ſeek 
for that life which we are ſure ſhall come into ys by 
death, thisis a lawful deftre. | F 


» 


2. Secondly, Defires of death are lawfol when a 


man deſires to die, that he may ſin no more againſt God, 


that corruption may be fully mortified, that there may 
be nothing left in the ſoul to provoke the Lord any 
longer, that may diſpleaſezhe eye of bis glory, .that ir 
may be holy in.all chings, made like unto-Chriſt, even 
without fin : a gracious heart ſajes and believes, be- 
cauſe the Lord bath-ſpoken it, that death {} all be the 
death of fin, as well as the death of the body, fin 
broyght death.zntothe world, and death ſhall carry fin 
quiteaway, that at death it ſhall be aboliſhed,that there 
{hall beno more ſenſe of fin, no.ſenſe of luſt ; to deſire 
Reath'for this end; that the creature may fin no more, 
that | Gad: may be diſpleaſed no more, and grieyed no 
-more; -this.is a lawful deſire. A 
3+ Thirdly, 'When a mandefires death, that he may 
£njoy: communion with Chrift, this is lawful, to enjoy 
Ff 4 ————_ 


g 


A. 
| Full communion with Chriſt, that was the Apoſtles de- 
fire, Phil. 1. 23.. Having a deſire to depart, and to 
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be with Chrift which is far better.; wheretore doth he 


 defire to be difſolved ? he tells you, To be with Chriſt, 


to ſee the face of Chrift,to enjoy the preſence of Chriſt, 
that he may befilled with the love of Chriſt, and behold 


_ - the glory of Chrift, and may be for ever in the pre- 
ſence of Chriſt, and never look off his face, but to en- 
Joy full and-perxfe&t communion with Chriſt : ra defire 
. death for theſe enas is lawful, WE: ths 


4+ Again, Fourthly, When a man deſires death, 


. That he may lift up the name of God in Heaven, that 


be may do the Will of God perfeftly, as it ts done in Hea- 


. ven by the. Saints and Angels. O here he cometh 
. ſhortin.all che works and tervices he defires to do, he 


cannot do the thouſandth parc of that which he defires to 

do, and therefore deſires death, that he may lift up the 
name of God fully in Heaven, that be may there be 
ſwallowed up in the preſent enjoyment of God and - 


_ Chriſt, that he may be 1nfinitely enlarged ro ſing Hal- 


lelujahs unto God to all Eternity , thus co defire death 


1s Jawful. Bur, 


- 5, Fifthly and laftly, to ſay no more, This deſire of 


| death muſt be with an indifferency to the Will of God : 


though ir be for.never ſuch good ends, though a man 
delires death for lifes ſake, though he defire death that. 
he may fin no.more, that he may be with Chriſt, that 


| he may lift up the name of God fully in Heaven; yet if 
| !t be not with an indifferency to the Will of God, 
| It 15 Not a holy .and lawful defire ; andtherefore the 
Apoſtle in the: Texr, refers himſelf ro the Will of 


God, 1 am ina ſtrait, I know not what to do : it us beſb for 
me to axe, I am in a flrait, I will not determine : though 
I (hall be deprived of my gain, and be a loſerby it, yet 
it 15 no great matter, if God may pain any thing by 


my 
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my life, if his Church may gain any thing, if any poop 
ſoul way gain any thing, if God bath any further work 
for me, 1 am content to live, 7 know not what to chooſe, 
faies he, but 1 refer my felf ro God, this makes the 
deſires of death lawful. When a man bath confidered 
all, and yet notwithſtanding he knows death ſhall be 
gain to him, yet he refers himſelf till to the Will of 
God. If thou haſt any ſervice which may be for the 
' good of thy people, and for the advancement of thy 
name, if thou baſt any meſſage, though it is hard to 
keep from home, if the Lord will have me do any ſer- 
yice for him, why, I am willing, When the deſires of 
death are thus referred to the Will of God, ſubmitting 
to his Will, whether by life or death ; thus are the de- 
fires of death holy and lawful. Thus bave Iſhown you 
when defires of death are finful, and when lawful. 
The Application of the Point is yet behind. | 
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For to me to live 4s Chriſt, and to die is gain, 


< HE Subjed@ in.hand is Gain, and therefore 


not be weary of it: the whole World is 
for gain; every man fajies, Who will 
fhew us any good? 1 have ſhewed you a great deal of 
gin that is by death, for thoſe that have intereſt in 
Chrift : and Q that the Lord would make your hearts 
defirous to know. how you ſhall get this gain, how you 
may fo live as that the great venture you make of death 


may be gain unto you, But I ſhall proſecute that inits 


rime, You may remember the laft day we ſpent moſt 
of the time in Anſwering a Queſtion, | 


Whether it be lawful to deſire death orno ? I told 


you there is a good deſire, and there is a finfy] deſire 
of death, and I ſhewed you the differences, Butl 
ſhall wave repetition, and come tothe Application of 
the Point. | 
Uſe 1. It lets us ſee what a fancy or conceit that 15 
char men have taken up, That the ſoul hathno ex- 
iftence without the body, bur that it ceaſes to be, when- 
TIONS 3% One i 
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45 the body is laid inthe duſt : there is ſuch a conceix 


that the ſoul ſleeps, or that it ceaſes to be until the day 
of ne, that God ſhould giye life again to 
the body. 
This Text doth conſute that opinion , though it may 
he matter of temptation; even to Gods own people : 
if it were ſo, then it ſhould not be gain to die,if the ſoul 
ceaſe to be, when ſeparated from che body, it thould 
not be gain to'die, I might bring many places to con- 
fute this : what think you of that in Luk. 23, 43. 
where Chriſt ſaics unto the good Thief, Thi day ſhalt 
thon be with me in Paradiſe; (urely Chriſt ſpeaks not 
of the body, it could not be underſtood of the Grave 
that 'his body ſhould reſt in, for to be with Chriſt in 
Paradiſe implies more : Paradiſe was a place of plex. 
ſure, it was aplace in which Adam did enjoy the pre- 
ſence of God : therefore certainly the ſoul hath ex- 
iſtence when ſeparated from the body, the ſouls of the 
riphteous are where they do enjoy the preſence of 
God. Apain, that in Rev. 6. 9, 10. where it is ſaid 
of them thar are under the Altar, they cryed out, How 
long Lord, holy and true, willit be, ere thou avenge 
onr blood on them that dwell on the Earth? Then 
the ſoul hath exiſtence when it is out of the body, fer 
theſe ſouls cryed, Haw long Lord? Itistrue, there 
are diyers operations of the foul which do ceaſe, which 
dodepend upon the operation of the body ; but there 
are many operations in the foul which the ſoul doth 
moſt excellently exerciſe, notwithſtanding its ſepara-_ 
tion from the body : the Apoſtle Paul was in a holy 
ecſtaſie as out of the body, and when he was inthe 
body it's ſaid, Hi foul ſaw ſuch things as were un- 
utterable, not to be ſeen nor heard. But I ſhall not 
need to. go any further to ſtrengthen you againſt this 
temptation; the Apoſtle in this Chapter ſauh, 7 a» 
177 
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#1 4 ſtrait between two, having a deſire to depart, and | 
to be with Chriſt, which « far better, Where you - 
may ſee, firſt, That the ſoul when it is ſeparated from 

_ the body, nt doth not ceaſe to be, for it is only de- | 

parted : I deſire ig depart, an ative expreſſion z lome | 


[ranſlate it, to flinch, or move, to remove from one 
houſe to another, or to be looſed, or diſſolved, ſo 
Yome Tranſlate it : 1 defire to be ſet free from this my 
priſon; my ſoul is in priſon while] am in the body, 
now 1 defire to depart from. this houſe, to be ferch'd 


from this houſe, ro depart from this Priſon, and to be 


with Chriſt, to ' depart and to be with Chriſt - fo then 


there is a being with Chriſt in a ſtate of diſſolution, for 


the Apoltle doth defire to be diſſolved for this very end, 
that . when he was difſolved,, he might be with 
Chriſt , there is a being with Chriſt, there is an en- 
5yment- of Chriſt in a ſtate of diſſolution. Nay, be 


Caith, 7t 7s far better : he knew that he ſhould enjoy | 
more of Chriſt when he was gone, he ſhould have | 
more jntimate communion with the Lord Jeſus ina 
ſtate of ſeparation, than when he was in the body, that 


condition was far better; now I ſay, if the ſoul do 
ſleep, if it ceaſes to be, or to a& or to enjoy Chrift, 
. when ir 1s ſeparated from the body till the day of Re- 
' ſurreRion ; why, then he could not haye ſaid, it is far 
better to die, and to be with Chrift, But i it may be 
ſaid, it is better to die, becauſe death frees from the 
miſeries of life, and ſo the Apoſtle might ſay, Tris 
better to die, becauſe death frees from the miſeries of 
life, becauſe there is a reſt and a ceſſation from the gre- 
ſent troubles and turmoils in the world. If there had 
| been nothingellſe, he could not have ſaid, It is better 10 


die; for I ſay, to live, to live the moſt afflicted life, . 


and the moſt tronbleſom life in the world is better than 
£0 die, and to ceaſe to be, if there be not an enjoyment 


of 


and} 
e you | 
from 
y de | 
{ome 


m one 
d, fo 
Us my 
body, 
erch'd 


tobe 
o then 
, for 


y end, 
- with 
an cn= 
y, be 
| enjoy 


1 have 
ſus ina | 


ſoul do 
Chriſt, 
of Re- 
t is far 
may be 
om the 
y, Its 
eries of 
he gre- 
ere had 
etter t0 


ed life, . 


er than 
oyment 


of 


Death a Chriſtians Garn, 4.77 


of life after that departure, Yea, ir had been better 
for the Apoftle to have lived, if there had been no ex- 
iſtence of the ſoul, forthen all knowledge of God and 
of Chriſt ceaſe, and no aCEtings for God, no lifting 
up of the name of God, it had been better for him to 
have lived to have been ſerviceable ro God in his gene- 
ration, to have lived to have known Chriſt, for. all 
knowledge of God, upon that ſuppoſition, is to be 
loſt and gone , to reſt thus, his gain is no better than 
the beaſts gain, the very- beaſts gain reſt to the fleſh : 
If there had been no more gain by death, he could nor 
have ſaid, It. had been better to die than to live; and 
to live, it had been far better than to die and reſt, if 
there had not been a further enjoyment of God in 
Chriſt, im that eſtate of ſeparation and diſſolution. 
Andtherefore I beſeech you that you would hold this 
faſt, that you may be ſtrengthened againſt this tempra- 
tion, that there is no enjoyrgent of God and Chrift in 
a ſtate of ſeparation, when the ſoul *is looſened from 
the body : though it is true, the full enjoyment, the 
full revelation of heaven is not until the ReſurreRion, 
when ſoul and body ſhall both enjoy the glory of 
heaven, But ſo much for the firſt Uſe. 
Uſe 2. Secondly, 1f death be gain where Chriſt 
Is life : then this may comfort you in the loſs of your 
friends, you ſhould not mourn inordinately for the loſs 
of your friends, when you have hopes of their death. 
It is true, it 1s not only lawful, but it is a duty to 
mourn. I ſhall ſhew you how far it is lawful co mourn 


inthe loſs of friends. 


1, Firſt of all, As ſeeing that the hand of God is 
gone out againft you : :If the Lord comes and makes 
any breach in a Family, and the hand of God is goge 
out againſt you, the Lord would that men ſhould lay 
i to heart, in Heb. 12, 5. My ſon deſpiſe not the 

ES  Ghaſtening 
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thaſtening of the Lord, neither faint when tholl arþ 
rebuked : there are zwo great extreams, either to deſpiſe 
the chaſtening of the Lord, or elſe to faint under it 
the Lord would thar we ſhould lay his hand to heart 


when it 15 upon us; to conſider what is the voice of the 


Rod, what is the meſſage that is in its mouth, and whit | 
it is that the Lord ſpeaks by ſuch and ſuch an afliQi | 


on. Again, | 

2: Secondly, Our mourning ought to be either more 
br leſs according as thoſe that we pzrt with are more of 
leſs uſeful and ſerviceable in their Generation* when 
God plucks away thoſe that are Pillars; thoſe that 
ſhould Rand in the gap,thoſe that ſhould prevent Judge- 
ments, that ſhould hold his hand from ſtriking a Na- 
tion ; in ſuch a caſe the Lord allows, nay, he calls for 
4 great deal of ſorrow : and it is ciiade afign of a hard- 
hearted people; and a people that are fic for deſtrui- 
on, and nigh roxuine, when the Lord ſhall rake away 


ſuch Inftruments, and it 15 not laid to heart, in !/a; 
$7. 1. The righteous periſh, faith he, no man lay it 


to heart, none conſidereth that they dre taken awa) 
from the evil tocome; It is a {ign that there was evil 
3 coming ro that people, when the righteous are taken 
away, and they do not lay it to heart; But I ſay; 
when that we haye no hopes in the death of Friends, 


then we ſee the hand of the Lord is gone oint to cur off | 


tnen in fin, when God ſhall meet them in a way of 
rebellion, I confeſs there is more caijle of taking up 1 
fad lamentation. You know what was David's car- 

fiage in this caſe, when God ſmete his fon Abſalom, 
he was ſmitten in his rebellion, he died in his fin, and 
therefore David takes up a fad lamentation, O Abſ«- 
lom, wy ſon, my ſon, would God Thad died for thee; 
but in anotheggcaſe, inthe caſe of another Child, when 
bis Child died, 


now f © 


\ 


in whoſe death he had hopes, Davis 
ned Bi 
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did riot mourn with bitterneſs then, he rather was com- 
forted : ſeeing it is the Will of God, 7 ſhall go to him; 
ſaies he, he ſhall not return to me. Thus you ſee how 
far it is lawful to mourn, whenas God takes away a 
friend by death ; but when we have hopes in their death, 
that death is gain unto them, this ſhould exceedingly 
compoſe and calm and quiet our ſpirits. 

| Objeti, Bur you will ſay, Your loſs is great, your 
loſs is exceeding great, ſuch a dear Husband, ſuch a 
loving Wife, ſuch a beloved Child,there's none knows 
how great my loſs is, and therefore do not condemn me 
in my mourning. 

Anſw. 1 Anſwer, Howdear ſo ever thy friend, and 
how great ſo ever thy loſs be, if thou haſt intereſt in 
Chrift, thy loſs cannot undo thee if the Lord be thy 
portion, thy loſs cannot undo thee : Baruch was re- 


proved becauſe he took up ſo ſad a lamentation in 7/a. 


45. 3. Woe us me, for the Lord hath added prief to 
my ſorrow, I fainted tn my ſighing, and 1 find no 
reſt : woe 1s me, &c. he had intereſt in God, and 
therefore he did not well ſo to complain, becauſe his 
lofs could not un-do him, yea, thy loſs is not fo 


great bur God can make it upin himſelf, and if God 


give thee more of himſelf, though leſs of the creature, 


. thouſhalt have no cauſe to complain. 


3. Thirdly, But again, Conſider, and look upon 
not only thy loſs, but look upon the gain of thy friend £ 
if thou baft hopes in his death, look upon his gain, 
and ler that quiet thy ſpirit 5 why, he gains reſt, he 
is laid down to fleep, will you mourn when your friends 
lie down in their beds to fleep? The righteous when 
death comes, t laies them upon their beds ro fleep; if 
thy friend gain reft, why then ſhouldſt thou diſquiet 
thy (elf by inordinate mourning ? He gains peace znd 
joy : the rightcous enter into peace, and DS 
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why ſhouldſt thou. ſo mourn, as to diftutb thy peace, 
or to quench and damp the joy of the Lord in thee ? 
Why, - it is thy friend that dies in the Lord, it is the 
time of his advancement, he is advanced, it is his Mar. 
riage-day, or aday of Coronation; and therefore there 
is no cauſe of inordinate mourning. And you that are 
Parents, that love your Children never ſo dearly, you 
will be willing topart with them for their preferment, 
though you marry ttiem, when it . may be you ſhall en- 
joy little of rhem, whien they ſhall go hundreds. of 
Miles from you, you hall enjoy little of them ; But 
you will ſay, it is toa man that hath a great Eftate, and 
why ſhould I hinder them ? Now are you willing to 
part with your Children for preferment when you ſee 
they may enjoy alittle of earth; and (hall - you be un- 
willing to patt with them; when they may enjoy the 
fulneſs of Heaven? Will you truſt a man, a creature 
with them, and will not you truſt the Lord with them, 
who hath more right to them than you, and bath more 
bowels towards. them, and more power: to do them 
ood , infinitely more than you? Why , you are 
willing to part with your friends for rheit ſafety if 
dangers are coming, you are content that your friends 


| ſhould be hidden in places of ſafety; and ſhall you 


mourn,if the Lord ſhall cake your friends to hide them? 


forif God do take away the righteous, it is but to hide 


them , he will hide them from the evils to come, 
he will take them and hold them tn the Grave, thar 
they ſhall. not ſee the evil that is coming, he will hide 
ther till all calamities be paſt and gone, and they fhall 


then come again in the time of the Reſurre@ion. If 
you love me,ſaies Chriſt,you world rejoice becauſe I ſay 


1 go to the Father : Do you love your friends, and will 
you mourn inordinately becauſe they goto their Father, 
when they go to lie in the boſom of their Father ?  ... 


{ Death a Chriſt;4ns Gi'n. 
But you will ſay, Did not Chriſt weep when L4- 
2aru was. dead? Chriſt wept. and mourned. Jr is 
lawful co mourn, 1] co'd you befote, arid tiow far yoit 
may mourn; Bur it is conceived, our Lord, did nor 
mourn nor weep ſo much becauſe [ azar was dead, 
as becauſe Lazarus was to live again; our friend L a: 
zars {| epeih : Chriſt did not weep becauſe of thar, 
Chriſt knew. what he intended t6 do, that Gazari 
ſhould be raiſed again, therefore he did hot weep for 
the loſs of Lazarus, bu: rather lie wept that Laza- 
Fz whs coming into a troubleſome World, for he knew 
that his friend / azar#s ſhould be a loſer by ir, thought 
Lazarus was content that Chrift might be glorified to 
come again ; even as Chriſt was Tontentro leave the 
glory of Heav-ri to do his Father ſervice, Chriſt 
knew Lazarus ſhould be 4 loſer, and therefore he 
was very loth to awake him, to ftir- hini, his; friend 
was now lain dawn to {1:&p, arid ſhall he awake him 
before the morning ? Therefore w $s it thac Chrifk 
Wepr, Still, I ſay, retain this as a ground of Conſo- 
latioh, ir the parting wi:h your friends, when ever 
you have hopes in their death, ' know that iris atime 
of their advancement, and therefote whilſt you have 
your friends ; do all tte go 16 them you can, and 
get all the good from then you tan, fo that that neg- 
le& of yours niay not be a burden to you, and be x 
gaul to you inthe lols of friends, but when Godhall 
call for them, when you have hopes in their death, do 
not grieve inordinuely, but Know 3nd reſt inthis, nd 
<jOIc( in,. and. theit greareft'ad- 


rejoice in it thar it15 their gaif\,. and. i 
vantage, So much for tlic ſecoiid Ule: > 

Uſe 3. Let this ſtir up every one to be inquiſitive, 
how detth ſtisl|be nizde gain to them , 1 fay, fer. cve- 
ry one ſeek after this, it is a Poſnt of as. great contern-, 
ment as you aye met with, and therefore you ſhould 


Gg ſpend 


a$t 
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ſpend many thoughts upon it; how ſhall you know, 
and how ſhall you get aſſurance of this, That when 
death comes ir ſhall be gain unto you? Let me ftir you 
up to ſeek after this, to get the knowledge and afſurance 
of ir, Why Confider, OO 

I. Firſt of all, That you cannot withſtand the 
ftroke of death, you had need make haſt inthis werk, 
I ſay, you cannot out-ftand the ſtroke of death when 
ic comes 3 the ftroke is unavoidable. Poor man |} he is 
cruſh'd before the very Moth, there is a decree, and 
an appointment of God concerning it, and therefore 
ir cannot be withſtood. 'O how little do men exer- 
ciſe themfelves in the thoughts of this > That man doth 
not only die, becauſe he is made of duſt, and fo muſt 
return to duſt, all creatures muſt be diſſolved into their 
principle ; bur he dies by his Statute Law, he dies by 
the decree and appointment of God, which was in- 
flited by way of puniſhment, and this ftill makes it 
more certain ; In rhe day thou eateſt thereof, thou 
ſhalt die the death , which was appointed for all men 
once fa die, there 1s noman can redeem his ſonl from 
going dawn to the Grave; whut man is it that lives and 
{hall nor ſce death Þ Itis every one of your conditions, 
every foul that is here :,gand therefore what need of 
tooking out to get aſſurance that death ſhall be pain 1 

' 2. Secondly, Nay let me tell you further , that 
you may make the more haft in this work, This time is 
tike to be a time of great Mortality, Judgements will 
ſweep away many, Plagues ſhall be poured out upon 
the World, till the World be reconciled to God and his 
Truth , and now in tis latter time, there ſhall be 
greater oppoſition than ever, and ſo greater Plagues 
than ever; now that Chrift is making, way. for his 
Kingdom, he will bear down thouſands before hin. 
Look to your {clyes, you had need #5: aurape| that. 
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denth ſhall be gain : If bis wrath be kindled but: a tit 
tle: bleſſed are they that"tiiſt\in him 5"bleſſedare 
they that know death is gain; 1 rell-you Chriſt thall go 
forth in a great deal of wrathnov to ſmhite/and bring 
down his'enemies to make his way to his Kingdom and 
certainly the appearances of Jcſus Chriſt ſhall'be ex- 


ceeding glorious, and tertibleto the World ; 'in Rev.6; 


16, 17, ſee how terrible Chriſts coming ſhall be, which 
certainly is at hand |! even the Kings and Counſellours, 
and the great men in the World ſhall cry ; whenihe 
appearances of the wrath of God do come even 
amongſt the Saints, what flinching ſhall there be of 
Sreat men, to be hid from the wtath of the-Lamb ? 
Still this calls upon us to get #ſſarance that dearhſhall be 


gain, Nay, let me tell you, that many df 'Gods own 


people may be born down inthe brunt, for Knti-Chriſt 


will coft ſomething in his fall , as he coſta great deal 


in'his riſe, ſo he falls by violence, and by the (word, 
and it is poſlible his fall may cruſh many of Gods own 


people. ; 


Nay, let me propound this to your Conſideration, 
That it \is the greateſt adventure char ever ſoul can 
make, this of death; and let that be another ſpur to 
you where death i}al} be gain': you do nor ventutfe your 
Eſtate, bur you venture your ſouls, and a greater ven- 
ture cannot be made ; it is the venture of rhe ſoul, and 
it is a venture made for Eternity ; that, that ean'be but 
once done, had need be well done : Ir is appointed for 


all men once todie, and but oxce, they carfior die ic 


over again, they had need learn to dic well when death 
comes, that you that are Believers may truſt God iti 
the venture, you may ſhut your eyes and'follow God, 


as Abraham did, whenzs God led him forth from his 


Kindred, from his Fathers houſe, he follows God no 
man knows whither : and- fo muſt you do when death 
es Gga comes, 
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comes, ſhut your eyes, ard believe, and yenture, ard 
follow God whither he will lead you, though from 
_ your Kindred, and from your Fathers houſe to a Land 
you know not; and therefore before death comes, _ 
your eyes had need be opened, Look about you and cen- 
fider ſeriouſly of the venture that you make of deuth, 
and how it is that you ſhall be able rogo through. 
What is it that ſhall carry you through this vencure ? 
you had need take a great deal of pains in ſearching 
after this, you had need learn to get affurance that 
death (hall be gain , how elſe ſhall you be carried 
ehrough this venture ? Eee, 
And tet me tell you, It is range to conſider that 
rational men tbat have rational ſouls, ſfrould be no 
more moved in fuch s potar as this is ;, when a man 
hal} know that it is appointed for him ro die, and that 
Mm death he doth make an advemure, the greateſt 
venture thae he can- make, he ventures for Eternity, 
the greateſt venture that ever was, and yet whilſt 
is high time, that he doth make no more inquiſiion 
after the knowledge of this one thing, that death might 
be his gain, And let me ſpeak a word to you who 
are in Chriſt, that I may preſs « upen you. Labour 
to get the knowledge of this, that death may be your 
gain , you that do walkin the dark, and at uncertainties 
concerning this, you that fear the Lord and have = 
up your names to him, and now walk in the dark, 
«nd at uncertainties, and know not whether death ſhall 
be your gain 5 No, my Brethren, this is a ſad condi- 
fon, next to the condition of the unregenerate, this 1s 
the iaddeſt , O that the Lord would cauſe you to waic 
upon him cill he clear up this iruth to you ; why, how 
mightily are your ſpirits difinabled | the want of the 
knowledge of this, that death ſhall be pain, it keeps 
you ih bonds , -in Heb, 2. 14. Who through yo 4 
; Len 
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death, were all their life-time ſabjefÞ to bondage : 
you are kept all your life-long in bondage, through 


. rhe fear of death, becauſe you know not whether 


it will be your gain or no; QO it is a ſad condition 
that Gods own people ſhould be all their life-long 


fubjeR to bondage. Nay, if you have notthis know- 


ledge, that death ſhall be made gain, your ſpirits 
will be weak and feeble, it will weaken your hands 
and knees, and make youunable to do for God 3 the 
want of this knowledge will make a Chriſtian to walk 
baſely and cowardly, it will make him ſervile, and - 
make him laviſh in what he doth for God , and 
make, him fearful to ſtand for God, and to hold up 
the name of God inevil times, and in ſuffering times, 
it will make a man be baſe, and betrsy his truſt, 
the want of this knowledge will make a Chriftian 
betray his cruſt, it will make him deny Chriſt and 
his truth many times, as Petey did, when he was 
preſſed with this fear. 

And therefore ro ſay no more, As you defire to 
have your ſpirits raiſed mightily for God, and for 
the ſervice of your Generation ; would you do great 
things forſGod, ( and truly God hath great things to 
do fer his people, even in theſe laſt and latter daies, 
even ſuch things as eyes have not ſeen, nor ears heard , 
God will work in theſe latter daies, and his people 
ſhall be his Inſtruments.) What hall raiſe up your 
ſpirits, make chem noble and fuitable to the great 
work and enterprizes that God hath now in hand ? 
If any thing in the World will do it, it is this, 
e and affurance that death cannot hurt 
you, when ir comes nigh ; deuh ſhall be an 
advantage to you, you ſhall find gain in death, 
and whatſoever you ſhall loſe, you ſhall find it in- 
finitely made up in God; the 'knowledge of this 
G8 3 pac 
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tharsdeath ſhall be gain,. it heighrens- your ſpirits, 
and raiſes .up your ſpirits in the great' things of 
God,;.in the ſervice of your Generation, But you 
willſay., ; How ſhall: we come by this knowledge, 
by the afſurance of this, that death ſhall be gain? 
It, is; 2: great Queſtion which will rake up much 
time, therefore -1 ſhall not enter. into it, So-much 
iox ibis time, j 
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For to me to live is Chriſt, and to die is, gain. 


" Here Chrif8 is life to any ſoul, there 
" "death is gain; That's the' \Pro- 
poſition jn hand. I have entered: 
Y the Application, and drew ſeveral 
concluſions the laſt day by way of Inftruction.- 
But I ſhall ſpend rhe remainder'of my time in Anſwer 
to this Queſtion, 4 2. 
Queſt, But you will ſay, How ſhall we come 'by 
this knowledpe, the afſurance of this, that death' ſhall 
he. came. -.. F I 
Anſw. That you would all labour to get aſſurance 
that death ſhall be pain to you, Ir is a point that con- 
cerns every ſoul in the Congregation, and therefore 
it calls for your attention; get afſurance that death 
{hall be gain to you. And let me ſpeak, 
1. Firſt, Toſuch as have not intereſt in Chriſt, but 
are in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bonds of 
iniquity, under the power of fin and Satan, and fo 
neceſſarily under bondage and fear of Death.. 


. 
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You had need look about you betimes, there is a time 
a Eoming when you muſt make ſuch a venture as you 


never made in all your liyes, you'Ship all chat you 


bave, andall that you can carry. with you for another 
_ world ; when death gomeys, there is ſuch a ventyre as 
never wis made in reſpeet” of-the diſtance of place, 
vqu do not venture to the dndtes, but you venture to 
another world, a world which we had known nothing 
of, if the Lord bad not plcaſed to give us a glimpſe of 
it 1n his Word, for cle we ſhould bave known nothing 
of it; you venture Imoreſthan all your Eftates : for, 
my friends, you venture your ſouls; the ſoul that is 


more worth than all you have in the World, if you 


were Maſters of the whole world : What ! will « man 
wenture” for the gain of the World, te loſe bis 6wn 


feul?. Your loſs 1s irrecoverable, there is no hopes af 


any future trading, for you venture once for all, forir 


Anditherefore, I befeech you, Conſider what need 
you bave.of Jooking to this venture, and to get al- 


ſurahce.chat it ſhall be made a gainful venture to you, 
But youwill ſay, What direQtions will you give us, 
that -we may haye aſſurance of pain in this venture? I 
{ha}l. ſpeak bur one word 10 you, 

Seek after an intereſt in Chriſt, per Chriſt to be 
your life, | and then you ſhall be afſured that death 
thall begain : I will got give you any other direction, 
3 will not ſer you any other way, it will but lead you 
about ; and. alas, poor ſouls, you hag not need be led 
about, you know nor how ſoon the Wind and Tide 
mzy \:rve; and you may ſet Sai] for Eternity, And 
therefore again, I ſay, ſeek after an intereſt in Chrift, 
get him to be your life ; 1f death ſhall find you whilſt 
you live tothe Warld, and live in your ſelves, whilſt 
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you live ypon your works, upon your rightcovineſs, . 
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uppn Yopr riches, upon the creature ; I ſay, if death 
(Fall find you before Chriſt be your life, it 15 not pol- 
ſible: chat ic ſhould be- pain : know that there is none 
can give you aſſurance but only Chriſt, there is none 
can aſſure the commodity that you Ship for Ererniy, 
but only Chriſt, 'he is the Maſter of that Inſuring Of- 


| fice, and there is none can aſſure the ſoul but only he 
' Tell you, the venturethat you make, 1s more worth 


than all the world, it would break the whole World 
tro make good the ofs of the ſoul, and yet not able to 
«#c& it; Chriſt fits in the Infuring Office, and he 
only can give you aſſurance that death ſhall be gain, 
and ther: fore go and wait upenthe Lord for the-pro- 
miſc of Chriſt ; Chriſt is made-over to poor finners 
in the promiſe of free grace, ard when Chriſt is given, 
all other promiſes are given with him, and if Chriſt 
be given with them, then this promiſe is true, thar 
death ſhall be made gain tro you: go and wait at the 
faot-ſtool of grace, and ſay, Lord, give out one 
word, one promiſe, and that ſhall be my affurance 
for my venture for Eternity ; do not reſt cill you get 
Chriſt intothe Ship, till you ger Chriſt intothe ven- 
tyre to venture with you; when Chriſt comes once 
into the ſoul, he will be a good Pilor, he will carry 
you throuvh all traits and difficulties, he will ſave you 
In the midſt of all turms you ( all meet with in your 
paſſage to Eternity, he will. rebuke the wind and the 
waves, though the Ship were ready to be over- 
whelm'd ; he: can ſtop every leak, he will throw 
eut-eyery thing that is burdenſom unto the Ship ; then 
death- lightens, and out goes fin, and out goes ſelf; 
Micah 7. 19. And thou wilt caſt all their iniquitics 
into the- depth of the Sea. Well then, go to the 
Lord and ſay, O Lord, the-time is a coming when I 
muſt make a yventurez 1 muſt venture my ſoul, I muſt 

| venture 
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vantyre for eternity and to another world, and I would ; 
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fain have my Goods inſured before hazard comes, be- 
fore ] ſhoot the Gulph, give me a word of promiſe from 
thy ſelf, and I ſhall reft upon it, if chow wilt come into, 
the Ship, if thouwils be my Pilor, [| know then that all 
ſhall be ſafe, and 1 ſhall not only meer. with ſafety, 
but 1; ſhall make: the moſt gainful. voyage that ever 
was made ;. I ſay, get Chriſt ro. be your life, O reſt 
not ill Chriſt have Inſured you that all ſhall be ſafe ; 
this is the only way tomake death gain, Bur, 

2. Secondly, .1 ſhati ſpeak ro ſuch as haveintereft, 
in Chriſt, and- yer 'do walk in the dark, and ftill are 
as if they walked .in.the region and ſhadow of death ; 
they bave choſenthe Lord for their portion, and they 
have cleaved co him, and. yet are not able to ſay that 
death will be gain to them, 1 beſeech: you labour ro 
get your hearts-tortified, and your ſouls Rirengititned 
againſt the fears: of death; O how, unuſeful will you 


be until.char be;done ? Whar bondage are your ſpirits | 


in tbropgh.fear of death till that be done >. How low 
are your ſpirits, how unſuitable unto - Gods. glorious 
diſpenſations until that-be done > Therefore look unto 
the Lord this day 'to firengthen your ſelves againſt the 
fears of death, What ſhall ſtrengihen you, you will 
ſay, how ſhall our ſpirits be fortified againſt theſe-car- 
nal {inful fears of death ? 

1, Firſt of all, Labour to underſtand clearly what 
is the nature of the Covenant of Grace; I fay, labour 
ro underſtand clearly the. nature of the Covenant of 
Grace, what that Covenant is-by which now God'iſaves 
his Children,. and: brings all | his:Sons unto glory ; 
The ignorance of | this keeps Chriftians in bondage 
through fear of -death; know therefore, that the way 
of-ſalvacion now, itis- by a Covenant ,of free Grace, 
God engages for all, and it is even of free ay 

I w1 
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1-will pardon, and I will ſave, and I will ſantifie, I 
will give ſalvation, and I will give faith to apprehend 
that ſalvation, Epheſ. 2. 8. By Grace are ye [aved, 


through faith, and that not of your ſelves, it the 


gift of. God ; there isan abundance of the Covenant 


ot Grace in theſe words, Tow are ſaved by grace, 
through Faith ,, Ay, But that Faith ts not of your 
ſelves, but it is the gift of God : know that all' is 
given out freely unto poor creatures under the Goſpel 3 
and thar all that God requires to be done, it is not to 
make any purchaſe' of Love, or 'Grace, or Heaven, 
thereis no ſacrificeor oblation to be offered any more : 
Chriſt hath «ffered himſelf a ſacrifice once for all, 
and there needs no more oblition, no more fin-of- 
fering, bur that all 'the facrifices of the Saints now 
under the Goſpel, are ſacrifices of thankſpiving only, it 
is only to render unto'the Lord for what he hath done, 
for: what he hath given out freely, by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Brethren, labour to know the freeneſs of Gods Cove- 
nans in this and the like particular, it will be an exce!- 
lem preparatory to thee todie well, and to fortifie thy 
ſelf againſt deaths approaches, viz. the clear under- 
ſtanding of this Covenant, it is ſaid in Heb. 2, 15, 
That when Chrift came, he delivered them who through 
fear of atath,' were all their life-time ſubjeft to bon- 
dage , Inthe Goſpel men are delivered from the fear 
of death, becauſe that the Goſpel doth clearly unfold 
the Covenant of grace, Before the coming of Chriſt 
they were trained'up in a more legal way, they did nor 
lee the clearneſs of the 'Covenant until Chriſt came, 
and therefore till Chrift came they were in bondage 
through fear of death, but when the Goſpel was once 
given out, and where that comes, it dtoh unfold Gods 
Covenant, the Covenant of his Grace in the frecneſs 
of it, which doth mightily fortifie and firengthentbe 
| hearts 
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hearts of his people againſt fears of death ; and truly; 
fo long as any of Gods people do at legally in their 


Ipirits, I fay, though they be under a- Covenant of 


Grace, yet if they a legally in their ſervices, not 
clearly underſtanding the Covenant they are under, 
it is not poſſible that they ſhould meet with perfect 
peace, or be ſtrengthened co this venture of death with 
freedom of ſoul without abundance of fear : Thou 
wilt keep bimin perfect peace whoſe mind us ſtayed on 
thee, 112. 26. 3» becauſe he truſteth in thee 3 when 
the Coul cruſts only in God, when it refts only in the 
Word of God:as a foundation of the Covenant of 
Grace, then.it reſts in peace , but when the ſoul doth 
'a& legally, and' thinks he ſhall-purchaſe ſomething by 
his aQings, O how unquiet and legal will choſe ſervices 
be tro him 2 When he works ſor life, how will he know 
he hath wrought enough? If he ftaies himſelf on his 
own righteouſneſs, and no: an the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, there will be miſ-givings of heart, and no 
perfe& peace,, Ay , but is this righ:eouſneſs com- 
pleat ? Have I done enough > But are not my works 
defiled 2? Is not my righteouſneſs ſpotted ? or 1s it 
not ſhort ? or is it. not ſcant ? doth it not want 
Yomerhing of length and breadth ? will it wholly cover 
my nakedneſs? Thus the ſopl doth queſtion with it 
ſelf when it is looking after ihe Covenant of Grace, 
and thus the ſoul is carried out to 2 in the Covenam, 
and to look upon all as purchaſed by Chriſt, there is 
the mighty foundation Jaid, free-grace and the righte- 
ouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt , the ſoul may even venture 
upon it when it walks through the: Valley of the ſha- 
dow of death, that is the firſt DireRion, I beſeech 
you labour to underſtand the nature of the Covenant of 
Grace by which he brings his people ro glory, But 
again, 


Dirglt. 2. 


 Direft, 2. Secondly, 
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As you deſire your hearts 
ſhould be fired againſt the fears of death, look up'ro 
the Lord. inable you to live by Faithz. whileſt you 
look up, learn to live by Faith; to live by Faith is the way 
eo dic in Faith, and the more Fai:h the leſs fear, the 
leſs. carnal fear: and therefore, O look up unto the 
Lord to help you to live by Faith, to exerciſe Faith th 
every condition; it is ſaid, The juſt ſball live by Faith, 
itt Habak. 2+ 4. Ay, in ſorrows, in afflictions, in di- 
Rreſſes, in the darkeſt condition he (hall live by Fanh ; 
he ſhall exerciſe Faith jn the promiſe, and live above 
the darkneſs of his condition, through the love of God 
in Chr , in him he ſhall thus live by Faith : Goto 
Chriſt therefore to ſtrengthen your Faith, you: that 
are weak in Faith go, and v4 bo the Diſciples did, Lord 
increaſe our Faith, for iris he only that can draw forth 
the ſoul to ating of Faith, Pſal. 119 49. Remember 
thy Word unto thy ſervant , upon which thou baft 
cauſed me to hope; The Lord cavfed his foul to truſt 
in his promiſe; Labour to exerciſe Faith, Faiih in 
every condition there is ſome promiſethat God hath 
ſuiced for bis people 'in all conditions, and he expeRs 
that they ſhouldlive by Faith upon thoſe promiſes; the 
more that you live by Faith in the promiſe whilft you 
live, the more able ſhall you beto look death inthe 
face without terrour ; exerciſe Fauh every day on the 
promiſe, and Faith will grow ſo ſtrong as you (hall be 
able to ſay with David, I will not fear, though I walk. 
through the Valley of the ſhadow of death, for thou art 
with-me, That's a Second DireQion, 

Dire, 3; Thirdly, That : your: hearts may be 
ſtrengthened againſt: the fears of death, look up to 
Chriſt to ſtrengthen you whilft you are 1n the World, 
ro die to the World, to Sin, andto Self , remember 

'thar you are Pilgrims here on carih, O-entercain ſuch 
SE thoughts 
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thoughts continually : I am aftranger or earth, T am 
upon my travel, in-my journey, this 1s not my home, 
I'muſte're long depart this World, I came not here to 
reft, is nor this the bridge ro Eternity ? it isa bridge 
to pals over, and ſhall I build upon this bridge > ſhall 
I'think to dwell here? ſhall my affctions rake up 
here? No Lord, I ama Pilgrim and a Stranger as all 
my. fore-fathers : I am crucifzed ro the World, and 
the World to me; Paul could look dearth in the fate 
beyond fear, 7 am crucified to the World, and the 
World to me ,, labour to die to fin and to ſelf, be willing 
to.caſt our ſelf, be willing that the Lord alone ſhould 
be exalted : he chat hath made it his work to lay ſelf 
afide in all his waies and ations, he will be very wil-. 
ling to lay himſelf afide, if it ſhall be for the honour of 
' the'Lord feſus Chriſt ; and when he conflits with fin, 
he will rejoice at the reproaches of death, that that 
enemy that hath-done him ſo much injury ſhall be fully 
conquered, That's a Third Dire@ion, 

' Dire. 4. Fourthly, Defire the Lord to teach you 


| what is the ſerviceof your Generation, and to help you 


to perform ic; defire that the Lord would help you to 


| know whar is the- work of your Generation, and to 


inable you'to perform it ; this will fortifie the ſoul 

inſt the fears of deathz It is very ſad to a ſervant 
when his Candle goes out before bis work be done, he 
cannot lie down with comfort, his Maſter hath given him 
apiece of work, and he hath-wholly negleRed it whilft 
his light was given, and what comfort cant he have in 
bis lying down-;' our Lord Jeſus Chrift hath finiſhed 
the work his Father gave into his hand, andthen he 
_ was willing tobe gone; in Job# 17,4, $. I bave ple- 
ified thee on the earth, I bave finiſhed the work which 
thon gaveſt me to do, and now, O Father, glorific 
thou me with-thine own ſelf, with. the hn Sn : 

4 


 ſleepis to a weary man. But again, 
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had with thee before the World was. And \0 it.is (aid 
of David, After he had ſerucd his Generation ac- 
cording to the Will of Gad, he fell aſleep ; deach was 
welcom'to him, as ſleep is to a weary man; when 
his work was done he lay down with comtort, there 1s 
nothing to trouble him, his work-is done : after be 
had ſerved his Generation he fell aſkep. There 1s 
ſome work God hath appointed to every: one of us, O 
defire the Lord 0 teach you to know what that work 1s 
he bath put into your hand, and ſent you intotheworld 
for, O do that work wichall your might, that when 
death comes it may be welcom, as welcom to you as 


'Diret, 5. Fifibly, To fortific your hearts againſt 
the fear of death whilſt you live, Live much upon Chriſt, 
make Jeſus Chrift your life continually, where Chritt 
is life there dearh is gain 3 be looking up to Jeſus Chriſt 
to be a principle of life to you, and to a& you continual- 
ly, live upon him for Juſtification, live upon him for 
SanRification, live upon him for all your comforts, 


make much uſe of Jeſus Chrift continually ; the ſoul 
that hath lived upon Chriſt, that hatch made bim the 
beginning of all, and made him the end of all (for 
then is Chriſt their life ) ic will be exceedingly ſtreng- 
thened againſt che fears of death; Let him be the be- 
ginning of all your works andaQions, take nothing in 
hand wichour the ſtrength of Chriſt, took for ihe 
ſtrength of Chriſt to aR you, to breath in you, and to 
fill your fails in your motion God-ward and Heaven- 
ward, and let. Chrift bethe end of all that youdo, I 
fay, propound Chrift as your end, do what you do as 
uaro Chriſt, whatſoever you do in your ſervices to 
men, do it as unto the Lord, do your common. works 
25 unto the Lord, ler Chriſt be the end, propound him 
2s the end. of all that you undertake; Itell Kea £ 
| _ Ch 
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Chriſt be riotthe end of a in»hs works, all his works 
tre loſt; Chriſt ſpeaks of ſome that ſhall come and 
ſiy,} Lord; Lord, bave not we propheſied in thy Name , 
and in thy name we have caſt out Devils ; and yet inihe 
vety nexc words Chriſt ſaies unto them,Depart from me 
you workert of Iniquity c. tiere is a ſtrange Epirhetey you 
tyorkers of Inighiity ; they did abundance of good, Pro- 
pheſied in his Name, and Caſt out Devils, e>c, and yet 
ke calls them workers of Iniquity : if they be not dorie 
for Chrift atid ro Chriſt, Chriſt will interpret them 
workers of Iniquity, Make Chriſt your life , and 
tive upon him, and that will fir you co look death iq 
the face without fear; 9 
* Direbb. 6. Sixthly, Converſe with Drath continual- 
ly; that is' another DireRion that 1 defire the Lord 
hight ſer it upon our ſpirits ; converſe with death con- 
tinually, behold death at a diſtance, even all your lifc- 
long ; ſee death both in the death of Chriſt, and in your 

owti death, Here you may converſe with death : 
-+ 1s Firſt, In the death of Chriſt, and then with your 
death, which is oy « Chriſtians, Behold 
your own death in the death of Chriſt, look upon a 
dying and a bleeding Sxviour, behold him as dead, and 
laid in the Grave, and what was the end of all this, bur 
that through death he might deſtroy him that had the 
power of death, and deliver his poor people from fear 
of death > Behold Chriſt as a mighty # onquerour by 
Faith eyery day, and ſee death conquered ; and know 
that when Chriſt conquered, he conquered as a com- 
' fnonperſon, he conquered death not only for himſelf 
bur for his people ; O Chriſtians, if you were wiſe to 
take improvement of the death of. Chriſt, how might 
your ſpirits be firengthened againſt fears of death? The 
death of Chriſt would kill all the fears of death in you ; 
I fay, if you mxde improvement of hie death of Chriſt, 
you 
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70u may 89 and bury the fears of death in the Gtave of 
Chriſt, for he hath ſwallowed up death * make it your 
work-t converſe wich death in the deaih of Chriſt. 

And agnin, Converſe with your own death_which is 
approaching : O, how is this negleRed 2 how ſeldon 
do men fook for a dying hovr, or a,deparcure ? how 
loth are men to enteridin thoughis of death 5 I have 
read of an Emperour that gave a Command, That no 
man ſhould name Death. in his Palace, he was ſo afraid 
of death that be gave a Conimand upon patn of death 
not.to hear death named , what advantage do tnen gain 


\ bythis 5 This frengchens the enertiy, and weakens 
_ their own hearts and ſpirits, becavſe they are afraid to 
| think of death before death tomes ; this doth excecds 


ingly weaken 4 m2n apairiſt the time of his coming. 


, « 


] have heard of a Serpent thit is called a Cockurice, 
that if it ſees a man, it kills him, bur if he ſees ir; it doth 
him no harm : why, it is rrue; in this ſenſe we are vp- 
on, If death comes upon a man it kills him”, but when 
the ſoul bach feen death, and hath digeſted and ſeen 
death at the worſt that it can do, and hath lived in a dy 
ing condition, death when ir comes is able todo no 
harm; and therefore that's a ſi$th Dire&ion , I defire 
the Lord would teach us to converſe with death, and ro 
ae daily, with the Apoſtle. = 
Direct. 7. Seventhly, I defire that you would labour 
that your hearrs may be thorowly rooted aittl eſtabliſhed 


 #n the.-promiſes ; this will fortifle you againft the fears 


of death ; upon the promiſes,and upon that free-grace, 
and chat inflaite righteouſneſs that is held forth unto 
you in the Goſpel; Many men content themſelves with 


_ common thoughts and ordinary notions of Chriſt and 


the Goſpel, and way of Salvation in his free-grace, 

and of the power of Chriſt in ſaving of poor creatures 3 

but this is like the tony go they axe not perfwaded 
Tru 
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 - © the truth of it, and ſo ſerled. And therefore how 
ſhould this be fortifying againſt the fears of death ? 


' God, if they did walk with Gai 
_ and were acquainted with God ? 
away the fears of death. And truly, Brethren, you 
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This cannot bear them up in the time of death. Goto 


_ the Lord, defire him that he would realize things to 


you, and that he would make real and deep impreſſions 
by his- promiſe upon your fouls, that fo you may be 


| fupported and carricd out inthe midſt of all fears and 


"M1 

ire, 8 Eighthly, Here is one more DireRion, 
which ſhall give you, which may help ro ſtrengthen 
your hearts againſt the fears of death, and thar is, 
Whilſt yoa live, labour to live inconſtant communion 


with God; delite that the Lord would uphold your 
ſpirits in conſt ;nt communion and fellowſhip with him- 
 fFelf, and with his ſon Jeſus Chriſt : Labour to walk 


with God as Enoch did, He walked with God and was 
tranſlated; walk wuh God in your Generation, and 


| labour to enjoy communion with God in all Ordi- 


nances, be thorowly acquainted with God, with the 
goings of God in your fpirits, with the counſels of 
God, with the promyſes of God, that the Word may 


_ be your Counſcellour and your guide, and your com- 
ſorter, ſeek acquaintance with God : What 1s it that 


makes men afraid ro die? Itis becauſe they are not ac- 


 Quainted with God; a man fears in going into a 
| ſtrange place and ſtrange company that he knows not, 


3r makes him fearful ; O, if men were acquainted with 
whilſt they lived, 
life, it would take 


had need pet extraordinary acquaintance with God be- 
fore you leave your Country and Fathers houſe, and 
follow him to a place you know not ; you had need be 
well acquainted ro follow God, and in making ſuch a 
venture as you haye heard of ; therefore make all im- 

prove- 
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provement that may be to get more acquaintance with 
God under the Goſpel; Gods people are more gene- 
rally freed from the fears of death, becauſe they have 
more acquaintance with God ; We are come, fates the 
Apoſtle, Heb. 12,23. weare not only corae to Jeſus 
Chriſt the Mediator of the Covenant, but we are come 
to God the Fudge of all: Now under the Goſpel, there 
1s the way for Chriſtians to come with freedom and 
boldneſs to God, even to Gud the Judge of all; to 


| have a ſweet familiaricy and acquaintance with God, 


even that Judge who judgeth all; and that ſoul that 
bath been acquainted with God, will not fear to gota 
God when God calls. There was a gracious man TI have 
heard of, when he came to die, ſaies be, 7 ſhall change 
my place, but ne: my company; be had walked with 
God all his life, God was his companion, he had 
walked with God in all his waies, and had done his 
work, though he doth change his place, having walk- 
ed with God on earth, heſhould now walk with God 
in Heaven: Now, O that we might thus walk with 
God, and not be afraid to walk with God, my Friend, 
my Father, my Companion. Thus much for D:reQi- | 
on, the Lord ſanRifie them to you I ſhall conclude 
theſe Words and this Text with one word more. | 

T beſeech you, you that have intereſt in Chriſt, that 
have Chriſt for life, and death for gain, 

IT. Firſt of all, That you would ſee how you are 
beholding to Jeſus Chrift for this, that ever the Lord 
ſhould make death to be gain. What a loſs is there in 
that > What is there more dreadful than death > Thar 
the Lord Chrift ſhould make this ro be gain to his 
people! O ſtand and wonder : death 1s not gain init 
ſelf, it is the greateſt loſs in the World; Ay, but this 
man ſhall comfort us concerning the toil of our hands : 
this man comforts, this Lord Jeſus comforts cancerning 
D Es —_R death 
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death 25 he makes it 10 be gain ; that which ſeparates 
ſoul from body, which mighr have ſeparated ſoul from 
God to Eicrnity, ſhall nor only ſeparate ſoul from 
body, but ſet ic nearer unto God and Chriſt, and car- 


ries che ſoul into ſweet in) joyment of bimſelf, it leaves 


the body -in the Grave to refine it, ard God will at the 
Jift day raiſe it up unto Glory. And therefore, 1 be- 
leec h you, that you would endeavour that your lives 
may be gain to Chriſt; Hath he made deah gain tg 
you 2 Will he make it the moſt gainfull veniufe hat 
ever yeu made } How ought you to defire, by all 
means, that vorr lives may be gain to Chrift Wi {4 oU 
villing io ſuffer any thing for him, for his ſake ; ho 
m'y well do it, he hath made death ; :0 be gainto you ; 
you may well labour, there is a Reſt for you ; Be you 
willing io do and ſuffcr for Chriſt. Nay y, you ſhould 
| iy qut your lives for Chriſt, O put them off at the beſt 
advanrag?, to die for Chriſt i is the beſt advantage, O, 
put off lite for ihe beſt gain for Chriſt : you may well 
lo it, for he hath made deaih exceeding av and 
advantagious '0 ycu, To conclude all wich a word 
of conſalgtion ; You thai have intercft in Chriſt, is 
he your life ? 

What ſtrons Co '{glation doth rhis miniſter unto 
you? O, bleſſed are the peop!e that are in ſuch a 
caſe; Chriſt to be gain, Chriſt to be advantagein 
life and deach Þ Ther: is a blefſed condition, why, all 
you that have tncereſt in Chriſt, what need you fear 
death? I fay, what need you lear death? It cannot 
hurt you, it is an enemy diſ-rmed, the ſting is raken 
out : you may take g Waſp in your hand and put it 
mo your boſom when the ſting is out ; the ſting of 


death is out, and it caupor ſeparate you from the love 
of your Father. 


N y, 


” 
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Nay, it will carry. you unto nearer embraces of 
God and Chriſt , / am perſwaded, faies the Apoſtle, 
that neither life nor death, can be able 10 ſeparate 


from the love of God in Chriſt , Death cannot ſe- 


parate from Gods Covenant, though it may ſeparate 


rom body and ſoul, (though the body lies in tbe Grave, 


yet the Covenant of Grace holds: 1 am the Ged of 
Abrabam , Iſaac and of Facob; the Covenant of 
God holds now the Lord takes care of the very bones 
of the Saints in the Grave, they ſhall be raiſcd by 
vertue of this Covenant. O what ! do not you fear 
death? you wy make a bold venture ondeath, you. 
that have Chriſt for your life, 1 ſay, you may make 
a bold venture, you may ſhoot the Gulph of Eternity, 
and venture all upon him, for he is your life, and he 
will not fail you, you have his example, and he is 
gone. before you, he would fortifie your hearts, he 
bath gone before you, he was the Captain of your 
Salvation, and he firſt broke the Ranks ; he was par- 
raker of fleſh and blood with us that be might ſuffer 
death, and ſorhat he might deſtroy death, and there- 
fore Chrift hath given you his Example; he intended 
that you ſhould ſee the worſt that death can do, and it 
can do you no more burt than it did h:m, you thar 
bave intereſt in Chriſt it can do youno more burt than 
ir did him ; he is in the Ship with you, he is Pariner 
with you in the venture, and if youlofe, he ſhall be 
the greateſt Iloſcr: Chrift is Partner with you in the 
venture; and if you ſhall loſe inthis venture, , Chrift 
had as good never have riſen again, it is all cne whe- 
ther he ſuffers in his perſon or in his members, if they 
ſhould miſcarry in this great venture of death, Chriſt 
had as good never to have riſen again, it is all one , 
O, what hath the Lord done for you, thus ro fortifie 
your ſouls, and ro ſtrengthen you by his own venture 

| in 
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*n that Partnerſhip that Chriſt hath undertaken with 
You, that this may. ſpur you on ? 'Confider it well, is 
noc this a bleſſed priviledge ? O that I might die the 
death of the rig hteows, faith Balaam, no wonder he | 
deſired it; what a gain does the righteous man get in his 
venture? O that the Lord would perſwade you tolive 
the life of the righteous, to ſee the life of Chriſt, 
and tolive by the Faith of the Son of God : whilft you 
live, Chriſt hath engaged that you ſhould live the life 
of the righteous ; but if Chriſt be not your life, you 
will neyer partake of the life of the righteous ; for 
where Chriftis not life, death cannot be gain, = 

But you will ſay, Do not Gods own people fear 
death, even as well as others > Why, we ſee they are 
ſubj et to fears ; where is the difference berwixt their 
Seat and others ? they may have fears of death as well 
a5 other men, 

I Anſwer, lt is true, even the righteous man may 
fear; nay, not only the fear of nature, but his fear 

may "be ſomerime inordinate and ſinful ; Ay, but in 
his fear he runs to the promiſe, even as Jacob did 
when he was greatly diſtreſſed when he came to bis 
brother, Lora, faies he, I fear my Brother, but he 
cuns to the Promiſe, but Lord, thou baſt ſaid, thou 
wilt be with me, and do me good and bleſs me , 
he fears as well-as others, but in his fears he runs to 
the Promiſe, 

Yea moreover, . To ſay no more but this, The 
righteous man all be delivered from all his fears , 
therefore he does not upbraid the righteous, they 
have Promiſes to run unto, and the Lord their God 
will ſave them from their fears : even our Lord 
Jeſus feared when death approached, he was greatly 
afraid, he put up ftrong cries with tears and groans, 
and yet was heard in that he feared, in Heb. 5. 7 i 
n 
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In the daies of his fleſh he feared, and his fears made 
him cry aloud, and his Father that was able to ſave 
him, 1s able to fave thee from all thy fears : theſe 
fears ſhall make him cry to his God, and he fhall be 
certainly heard in that he feared, and ſo was made 
a Conquerour : And fot} all it be with thoſe that are 
in Chriſt, they ſhall be Conquerours over all their 
fears; this poor man cried, and the Lord ſaved him - 


and delivered him from all his fears, So much (hall 
ſerve for this time. "1 | 


